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Preface to volume 1

Volume 1 of the Handbook of category theory is concerned with those
notions and techniques which turn out to appear quite naturally in most
developments of category theory, independently of additional structures
or properties one requires from the categories involved in the study.

Any book on category theory must say a word on the non-obvious
problems concerned with the logical foundations of the theory. We men­
tion both the axiom system of classes and that of universes, and later
we freely use the presentation which fits best the problem we study. We
chose not to dwell on foundational questions as long as the development
of the theory does not really depend on them.

Another general principle in this volume is to develop the general
notions from more accessible special cases, for which we have given a
large supply of examples. This is by no means the most economical
way of developing the theory, but we hope inexperienced readers will
appreciate our pedagogical choice.

Of course we start with the basic vocabulary of categories, functors,
natural transformations, monomorphisms, epimorphisms, isomorphisms.
The analogies between monomorphisms and epimorphisms, covariant
and contravariant functors, lead to the famous duality principle which
is, with the Yoneda lemma, one of the key results of the first chapter.

Starting with the notions of products, coproducts, equalizers, coequal­
izers, pullbacks, and so on, we reach the general notion of limit of a func­
tor and prove the corresponding existence theorem. We devote special
attention to some classes of colimits, like absolute ones, filtered ones and
universal ones. We also study limits in categories of functors and dwell
on the case of colimits of set-valued functors.

Adjoint functors are the next fundamental notion of categorical al­
gebra. We prove the classical general and special existence theorems in

x



Preface to volume 1 Xl

terms of limits and particularize our study to the case of reflective sub­
categories. We treat separately the case of Kan extensions, which is a
fruitful example of an adjunction which cannot be deduced in its general
form from the previous existence theorems.

The special adjoint functor theorems refer explicitly to notions like
subobject (equivalence class of monomorphisms), generator and cogen­
erator. We decided to group in a separate chapter a specific study of
the various kinds of monomorphisms, epimorphisms (plain, extremal,
strong, regular) and correspondingly for generators, cogenerators (plain,
strong, regular, dense). This is also the opportunity for studying epi­
mono factorizations as well as notions related to monomorphisms or
epimorphisms, like injective and projective objects. We pay special at­
tention to the case of injective cogenerators, whose existence is very often
related to rather deep specific theorems.

Chapter 5 is probably the most difficult one in this first volume. It is
essentially concerned with rather sophisticated methods for constructing
reflective subcategories. We start with the problem of "formally inverting
an arrow g: A--+C of a category" (categories of fractions) and relate
this with the problem of "uniquely extending a morphism f: A --+B
along the arrow g: A--+C" (the orthogonal subcategory problem). Un­
der good assumptions, we prove by transfinite induction the reflectivity
of the subcategory of those objects "orthogonal to a set of mappings".
We relate this to the general notion of (£, M)-systems of factorization.
We discuss the special case where the reflection is left exact (the "local­
izations") and relate it to the notions of universal closure operation and
bidense morphism.

The rest of the book is essentially devoted to some generalizations or
special cases of the basic notions of chapters 1, 2 and 3.

When ~ is a category with finite limits, set-valued functors on ~ which
preserve finite limits (the "left exact functors") admit interesting prop­
erties and characterizations: in particular, they are exactly the filtered
colimits of representable functors. When ~ is an arbitrary small cate­
gory, this characterization serves as a definition for the notion of "flat
functor". Flat functors share most properties of left exact functors and
will turn out to playa key role in a categorical approach of model theory
(see chapter 5, volume 2, accessible categories).

Another elementary notion which turns out to have unexpectedly rich
applications is that of "splitting idempotents"; this happens to be equiv­
alent to a rather weak completeness property: having just those limits
or colimits which are preserved by all functors. This is called the Cauchy
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completeness of the category, for reasons which will become apparent in
chapter 6 of volume 2. Replacing "completeness" by "Cauchy complete­
ness" and "preserving limits" by "being a-flat, for every regular cardinal
a" yields amazingly enough a generalization of the adjoint functor theo­
rem; this generalization now contains as a special case the Kan extension
theorem of chapter 3.

While a category has just objects and arrows, the category of cat­
egories and functors can be provided with additional devices, namely
natural transformations between functors. This leads to the richer no­
tion of a 2-category, where besides objects and arrows one gives also
"2-cells" between the arrows. There are corresponding enrichments of
the notions of functor, natural transformation, limit, adjoint functors,
and so on.

Now in category theory, many constructions are defined uniquely...
up to isomorphism! This results in very often obtaining isomorphisms
where one would have expected equalities. So it is not unusual to reach
a situation where a composite f 0 (g 0 h) (whatever f, g, h and the com­
position are) is just isomorphic to (J 0 g) 0 h, not necessarily equal.
Taking this seriously, one gets the notion of a bicategory: one has ob­
jects, arrows and 2-cells, but in various axioms "equalities" are replaced
by "isomorphic 2-cells" . A basic example of a bicategory is that of small
categories, distributors and natural transformations between them: in
category theory, a distributor is to a functor what, in set theory, a rela­
tion is to a function. Every functor turns out to be a distributor with a
right adjoint, and the converse holds when working with Cauchy com­
plete categories. In the same spirit as bicategories, one can "relax" the
notions of functor, natural transformation, limit, colimit, working now
"up to an isomorphic 2-cell" or even "up to an arbitrary 2-cell" .

We conclude this first volume with an elementary study of internal
categories. While a small category has a set of objects and a set of arrows,
together with some operations "source", "target", "unit", "composition"
given by mappings, one is now interested in replacing set by object of a
category ~ and mapping by arrow of the category~. This is the notion of
"category internal to ~" . We study the corresponding notions of internal
functors and internal limits or colimits.



Introduction to this handbook

My concern in writing the three volumes of this Handbook of categorical
algebra has been to propose a directly accessible account of what - in my
opinion - a Ph.D. student should ideally know of category theory before
starting research on one precise topic in this domain. Of course, there are
already many good books on category theory: general accounts of the
state of the art as it was in the late sixties, or specialized books on more
specific recent topics. If you add to this several famous original papers
not covered by any book and some important but never published works,
you get a mass of material which gives probably a deeper insight in the
tield than this Handbook can do. But the great number and the diversity
'Of those excellent sources just act to convince me that an integrated
iJresentation of the most relevant aspects of them remains a useful service
'to the mathematical community. This is the objective of these three
'VOlumes.
it., The first volume presents those basic aspects of category theory which

1\

~_e present as such in almost every topic of categorical algebra. This
!~~cludes the general theory of limits, adjoint functors and Kan exten­
~lIions, but also quite sophisticated methods (like categories of fractions

~••.",".•..".•'.... orthogonal subcategories) for constructing adjoint functors. Special• ntion is also devoted to some refinements of the standard notions,
.,. • Cauchy completeness, flat functors, distributors, 2-categories, bicat­
,. ories, lax-functors, and so on.

~'... The second volume presents a selection of the most famous classes
!Of "structured categories", with the exception of toposes which appear
It'in volume 3. 'Fhe first historical example is that of abelian categories,
twhich we follow by its natural non-additive generalizations: the regular
: and exact categories. Next we study various approaches to "categories

of models of a theory": algebraic categories, monadic categories, locally

xiii



xiv Introduction to this handbook

presentable and accessible categories. We introduce also enriched cat­
egory theory and devote some attention to topological categories. The
volume ends with the theory of fibred categories "it la Benabou" .

The third volume is entirely devoted to the study of categories of
sheaves: sheaves on a space, a locale, a site. This is the opportunity for
developing the essential aspects of the theory of locales and introducing
Grothendieck toposes. We relate this with the algebraic aspects of vol­
ume 2 by proving in this context the existence of a classifying topos for
coherent theories. All these considerations lead naturally to the notion
of an elementary topos. We study quite extensively the internal logic of
toposes, including the law of excluded middle and the axiom of infinity.
We conclude by showing how toposes are a natural context for defining
sheaves.

Besides a technical development of the theory, many people appreciate
historical notes explaining how the ideas appeared and grew. Let me tell
you a story about that.

It was in July, I don't remember the year. I was participating in a
summer meeting on category theory at the Isles of Thorns, in Sussex.
Somebody was actually giving a talk on the history of Eilenberg and
Mac Lane's collaboration in the forties, making clear what the exact
contribution of the two authors was. At some point, somebody in the au­
dience started to complain about the speaker giving credit to Eilenberg
and Mac Lane for some basic aspect of their work which - he claimed ­
they borrowed from somebody else. A very sophisticated and animated
discussion followed, which I was too ignorant to follow properly. The only
things I can remember are the names of the two opponents: the speaker
was Saunders Mac Lane and his opponent was Samuel Eilenberg. I was
not born when they invented category theory. With my little story in
mind, maybe you will forgive me for not having tried to give credit to
anybody for the notions and results presented in this Handbook.

Let me conclude this introduction by thanking the various typists for
their excellent job and my colleagues of the Louvain-Ia-Neuve category
seminar for the fruitful discussions we had on various points of this
Handbook. I want especially to acknowledge the numerous suggestions
Enrico Vitale has made for improving the quality of my work.
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1

The language of categories

1.1 Logical foundations of the theory

It is a common practice, when developing mathematics, to consider a
statement involving "all groups" or "all topological spaces" .... For
example we say that an abelian group A is projective when, for every
surjective homomorphism of abelian groups f: B--*C and every group
homomorphism g: A--*C, g factors through f (see diagram 1.1). This
definition of "A being projective" starts thus with a list of universal
quantifiers

VB VC Vf Vg ...

This formula, from the point of view of set theory, creates a problem:
the variables Band C are "running through something (= the collec­
tion of all abelian groups) which is not a set". This last fact is an easy
consequence of the following well-known paradox.

Proposition 1.1.1 There exists no set S such that

xES {:} x is a set.

Proof In other (bad) words: "the set of sets does not exist"! To prove
this, let us assume such an S exists. Since x rI- x is a formula of set
theory

T = {x Ix E S and x rI- x}

defines a subset T of S, thus in particular a set T. The law of excluded
middle tells us that

T E T or T rl-T.

But from the definition of T itself we conclude that

T E T=?T~ T,

1



2 The language of categories

A

l:'

B --f-4) C

Diagram 1.1

T rt. T =}- T E T,

thus in both cases a contradiction. o
Category theory will in fact be handling all the time "the collection of

all groups", "the collection of all sets", "the collection of all topological
spaces", and so on .... Therefore it is useful to pay some attention to
these questions of "size" at the very beginning of this book.

A first way to handle, in category theory, problems of this type is to
assume the axiom on the existence of "universes".

Definition 1.1.2 A universe is a set U with the following properties

(1) x E y and y E U =}- x E U,

(2) lEU and 'Vi E I Xi E U =}- UiEI Xi E U,
(3) XEU=}-P(x) EU,
(4) x E U and f: x ----+ y surjective function =}- y E U,
(5) NEU,

where N denotes the set of finite ordinals and P(x) denotes the set of
subsets of x.

Notice some easy consequences of the definition.

Proposition 1.1.3

(1) x E U and y ~ x =}- Y E U,
(2) x E U and y E U =}- {x,y} E U,
(3) xEU andyEU=}-xxyEU,
(4) x E U and y E U =}- xY E U.

Proof We prove (1) and leave the rest as an easy exercise. First of all
oE N and N E U, thus 0 E U. Now if x E U and y ~ x with y =I 0,
choose Z E y. Define J: x ----+ y to be

J(t) = t if t E y,

J(t) = z if t rt. y.
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Obviously f is surjective and therefore y E U. 0

It should be noticed that - assuming the axiom of choice in our set the­
ory - condition (4) in definition 1.1.2 could have been replaced precisely
by

x E U and y ~ x => y E U.

Now the axiom on the existence of universes is just

Axiom 1.1.4 Every set belongs to some universe.

Not much is known about this axiom from the point of view of set
theory. Because of the property

x E U and y ~ x => y E U,

it sounds reasonable to think of the elements of a universe as being
"sufficiently small sets". If you choose to use the theory of universes as
a foundation for category theory, the following convention has to remain
valid throughout this book.

Convention 1.1.5 We fix a universe U and call "small sets" the ele­
ments ofU.

Obviously we now have the following

Proposition 1.1.6 There exists a set S with the property xES {:} x
is a small set.

Proof Just choose S = U. 0

An analogous statement is valid for small abelian groups, small topo­
logical spaces, and so on .... For example a small group is a pair (G, +)
where G is a small set (and there is just a set of them) and + is a suitable
mapping G xG~G (and there is just a set of them); so we can draw
the conclusion by proposition 1.1.3.

An alternative way to handle these problems of size is to use the
Gooel-Bernays theory of sets and classes. In the Zermelo-Frankel theory,
the primitive notions are "set" and "membership relation" . In the Godel­
Bernays theory, there is one more primitive notion called "class" (think
of it as "a big set"); that primitive notion is related to the other two by
the property that every set is a class and, more precisely:

Axiom 1.1.7 A class is a set if and only if it belongs to some (other)
class.

The axioms concerning classes imply in particular the following "com­
prehension scheme" for constructing classes.



4 The language of categories

Comprehension scheme 1.1.8 If r.p(Xl,"" xn ) is a formula where
quantification just occurs on set variables, there exists a class A such
that

(Xl,"" Xn ) E A if and only if r.p(Xl,"" x n ).

For example, there exists a class A with the property

(G, +) E A if and only if(G, +) "is a group"

(where "is a group" is an abbreviation for the group axioms); in other
words, this defines the "class of all groups". In the same way we deduce
the existence of the class of sets, the class of topological spaces, the class
of projective abelian groups, and so on.

When the axiom of universes is assumed and a universe U is fixed,
one gets a model of the Godel-Bernays theory by choosing as "sets" the
elements of U and as "classes" the subsets of U. It makes no relevant
difference whether we base category theory on the axiom of universes
or on the Godel-Bernays theory of classes. We shall use the terminology
of the latter, thus using the words "set" and "class"; the reader who
prefers the terminology of the former should thus read "small set" when
we write "set" and should read "set" when we write "class".

1.2 Categories and functors

With every mathematical structure on a set is generally associated a
notion of "mapping compatible with that structure": a group homo­
morphism between groups, a linear mapping between vector spaces, a
continuous mapping between topological spaces, and so on .... The ba­
sic examples of a category are designed in precisely that way: those sets
provided with a prescribed structure and, between them, those mappings
which are compatible with the given strucure.

Definition 1.2.1 A category ~ consists of the following:

(1) a class I~I, whose elements will be called "objects of the category";
(2) for every pair A, B of objects, a set ~(A,B), whose elements will

be called "morphisms" or "arrows" from A to B;
(3) for every triple A, B, C of objects, a composition law

~(A,B) x ~(B,C) )~(A,C);

the composite of the pair (f, g) will be written go f or just gf;
(4) for every object A, a morphism lA E ~(A, A), called the identity on

A.



1.2 Categories and functors 5

A
f )B

h1 19
C

k
)D

Diagram 1.2

These data are subject to the following axioms.

(1) Associativity axiom: given morphisms f E "(j(A, B), 9 E "(j(B, C),
h E "(j(C, D) the following equality holds:

h 0 (g 0 f) = (h 0 g) 0 f.
(2) Identity axiom: given morphisms f E "(j(A, B), 9 E "(j(B, C) the

following equalities hold:

IB 0 f = f, go IB = g.

A morphism f E "(j(A, B) will often be represented by the notation
f: A~B; A is called the "domain" or the "source" of f and B is called
the "codomain" or the "target" of f. In the situation of diagram 1.2, we
say that the given square is "commutative" when the equality go f = koh
holds between the two possible composites; an analogous terminology
,holds for diagrams of arbitrary shape.

As usual lA is the only morphism from A to A which plays the role
'of an identity for the composition law. Indeed if iA E "(j(A, A) is another
such morphism

Let us now define a "homomorphism of categories" .

'Definition 1.2.2 A functor F from a category d to a category tJI
'consists of the following:

((1) a mapping

;t~, Idl) ItJll
it,i between the classes of objects of d and tJI; the image of A E d is
,f. written F(A) or just F Ai
~(2) for every pair of objects A, A' ofd, a mapping

I d(A,A') )8i(FA,FA');

the image of f E d(A,A') is written F(J) or just Ff.
These data are subject to the following axioms:
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(1) for every pair of morphisms f E d(A, A'), g E d(A', A")
F(g 0 f) = F(g) 0 F(f)j

(2) for every object A E d

F(1A) = 1FA.

Given two functors F: d ---.+!!J and G: !!J---.+~, a pointwise compo­
sition immediately produces a new functor GoF: d ---.+~. This compo­
sition law is obviously associative. The identity functor on the category
d (i.e. choose every mapping in definition 1.2.2 to be the identity) is
clearly an identity for that composition law. A careless argument could
thus lead to the conclusion that categories and functors constitute a
new category . .. but this can easily be reduced to a contradiction us­
ing proposition 1.1.1! The point is that, in the axioms for a category, it
is required to have a set of morphisms between any two objects. And
when the categories d and !!J merely have a class of objects, there is no
way to force the functors from d to !!J to constitute a set. All along in
this book we shall realize how crucial it is, in category theory, to distin­
guish all the time between sets and classes. To facilitate the language,
we particularize definition 1.2.1.

Definition 1.2.3 A category ~ is called a small category when its class
I<t'l of objects is a set.

The next result is then obvious (see 1.1.8).

Proposition 1.2.4 Small categories and functors between them consti­
tute a category. 0

Examples 1.2.5

Let us first list some obvious examples of categories and the correspond­
ing notation, when it is classical.

1.2.5.a Sets and mappings: Set.

1.2.5.b Topological spaces and continuous mappings: Top.

1.2.5.c Groups and group homomorphisms: Gr.

1.2.5.d Commutative rings with unit and ring homomorphisms: Rng.

1.2.5.e Real vector spaces and linear mappings: Vecta.

1.2.5.£ Real Banach spaces and bounded linear mappings: Banoo •

1.2.5.g Sets and injective mappings.

1.2.5.h Real Banach spaces and linear contractions: BanI.

And so on.



1.2 Categories and functors 7

Examples 1.2.6

Here is a list of some mathematical devices which can also be seen as
categories.

1.2.6.a Choose as objects the natural numbers and as arrows from n
to m the matrices with n rows and m columns; the composition is the
usual product of matrices.

1.2.6.b A poset (X,~) can be viewed as a category !!l whose objects
are the elements of X; the set !!l(x, y) of morphisms is a singleton when
x ~ y and is empty otherwise. The possibility of defining a (unique)
composition law is just the transitivity axiom of the partial order; the
existence of identities is just the reflexivity axiom.

1.2.6.c Every set X can be viewed as a category !!l whose objects are
the elements of X and the only morphisms are identities. (!!l(x, y) is a
singleton when x = y and is empty otherwise). A category whose only
morphisms are the identities is called a discrete category.

1.2.6.d A monoid (M,') can be seen as a category .It with a single
object * and M = .It(*, *) as a set of morphisms; the composition law
is just the multiplication of the monoid. As a special case, we can view
any group as a category. When a ring with unit is considered as a special
case of a category, the composition law of that category is generally that
induced by the multiplication of the ring.

Examples 1.2.7

From a given category ~, one very often constructs new categories of
"diagrams in ~". Here are some basic contructions.

1.2.7.a Let us fix an object I E ~. The category ~/ I of "arrows over
I" is defined by the following.

• Objects: the arrows of ~ with codomain I .
• Morphisms from the object (I: A-----+I) to the object (g: B-----+I):

the morphisms h: A -----+ B in ~ such that g 0 h = f (the "commu­
tative triangles over I"); see diagram 1.3.

The composition law is that induced by the composition of ~. Notice
that when ~ is the category of sets and mappings, a mapping f: A -----+ I
can be identified with the I-indexed family of sets (1-1 (i)) iEI so that the
previous category is just that of I-indexed families of sets and I-indexed
families of mappings.

1.2.7.b Again fixing an object I E ~, we define the category I/~ of
"arrows under I" .
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A h )B

~/
I

Diagram 1.3

I

/~
A h )B

Diagram 1.4

• Objects: the arrows of ~ with domain I .
• Morphisms from the object I: I~ A to the object g: I~B: the

morphisms h:A~B in ~ such that hoi = g (the "commutative
triangles under I"); see diagram 1.4.

The composition law is induced by that of~.

1.2.7.e The category Ar(~) of arrows of ~ has for objects all the
arrows of ~; a morphism from the object (I: A~B) to the object
(g: C~D) is a pair (h: A~C, k: B~D) of morphisms of~, with
the property k 0 1 = g 0 h ("a commutative square"); see diagram 1.5.
Again, the composition law is that induced pointwise by the composition
in ~.

In examples 1.2.7.a,b,c, it is easy to check that when ~ is small, so
are the three categories ~/I, lice, Ar(~).

Examples 1.2.8

Let us finally mention some first examples of functors.

1.2.8.a The "forgetful functor" U: Ab~Set from the category Ab
of abelian groups to the category Set of sets maps a group (G, +) to the
underlying set G and a group homomorphism 1 to the corresponding
mapping I.
1.2.8.b If R is a commutative ring, let us write ModR for the cate­
gory of R-modules and R-linear mappings. Tensoring with R produces
a functor from the category Ab of abelian groups to ModR:

- ® R: Ab-----+) MOOR'
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A
f )B

hi ik

C g )D

Diagram 1.5

An abelian group A is mapped to the group A 0z R provided with the
scalar multiplication induced by the formula

(a 0 r)r' = a 0 (rr' ).

A group homomorphism f: A--+B is mapped to the R-linear mapping
f 0idR.

1.2.8.c We obtain a functor P: Set--+Set from the category of sets
to itself by mapping a set A to its power set P(A) and a mapping
f: A--+B to the "direct image mapping" from P(A) to P(B).

1.2.8.d Given a category ~ and a fixed object C E ~, we define a
functor

~(C,-):~ )Set

from ~ to the category of sets by first putting

~(C, - )(A) = ~(C, A).

Now if f: A--+B is a morphism of~, the corresponding mapping

~(C, - )(1) == ~(C, I): ~(C,A)---+)~(C,B)

is defined by the formula

~(C, I) (g) = fog

for an arrow g E ~(C, A). Such a functor is called a "representable
functor" (the functor is "represented" by the object C).

1.2.8.e Given two categories .91, tJI and a fixed object BE tJI, we define
the "constant functor to B"

by
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FA O:A ) GA

Ffl lGf
FA' ) GA'O:A'

Diagram 1.6

for every object A E .91 and every morphism f of d.

1.3 Natural transformations

General topology studies, in particular, topological spaces and continu­
ous functions between them. But given two continuous functions from a
space to another one, there exists also the notion of a "homotopy" be­
tween those two continuous functions, which allows you to "pass" from
one function to the other one. A similar situation exists for categories
and functors.

Definition 1.3.1 Consider two functors F, G:d~tJI from a category
.91 to a category tJI. A natural transformation 0:: F =} G from F to G is
a class ofmorphisms (O:A: FA-----+GA)AE.r¥' oftJI indexed by the objects
ofd and such that for every morphism f: A-----+A' in .91, O:A' 0 F(f) =
G(f) OO:A· (see diagram 1.6)

It is an obvious matter to notice that, when F, G, H are functors
from .91 to tJI and 0:: F =} G, 13: G =} H are natural tranformations, the
formula

defines a new natural transformation 13 0 0:: F =} H. That composition
law is clearly associative and possesses a unit at each functor F: this is
just the natural transformation IF whose A-component is IFA. Again
a careless argument would deduce the existence of a category whose
objects are the functors from d to tJI and whose morphisms are the
natural transformations between them. But since d and tJI have merely
classes of objects, there is in general no way to prove the existence of
a set of natural transformations between two functors! But when d is
small, that problem disappears and we get the following result.
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Proposition 1.3.2 Let d be a small category and 14 an arbitrary
category. The functors from d to 14 and the natural transformations
between them constitute a category; that category is small as long as 14
is small. 0

We prove now the first important theorem of this book. We refer to
example 1.2.8.d for the description of the representable functors.

Theorem 1.3.3 (The Yoneda lemma)
Consider a functor F: d ~Set from an arbitrary category d to the
category of sets and mappings, an object A E d and the correspond­
ing representable functor d(A, -): d ~Set. There exists a bijective
correspondence

C::!

eF,A: Nat(d(A, -), F) )FA

between the natural transformations from d (A, -) to F and the ele­
ments of the set F A; in particular those natural transformations con­
stitute a set. The bijections e F,A constitute a natural transformation
in the variable A; when d is a small category, the bijections eF,A also
constitute a natural transformation in the variable F.

Proof For a given natural transformation 0:: d(A, -) => F, we define
(JF,A(O:) = O:A(1A). With a given element a E FA we associate, for every
object BEd, a mapping

r(a)B: d(A, B) )FB

defined by r(a)B(f) = F(f)(a). This class of mappings defines a natural
transformation

r(a):d(A,-) => F

since, for every morphism g:B~C in d, the relation

Fg 0 r(a)B = r(a)c 0 d(A,g)

(see diagram 1.7) reduces to the equality

Vf E d(A,B) F(g 0 f)(a) = Fg((Ff)(a)),

.which follows fr~m the functoriality of F.

(JF,A and r are inverse to each other. Indeed, starting from a E FA
we have
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d(A,B) r(a)B) FB

dCA, 9)1 1F9

d(A,C) () ) FC
rae

Diagram 1.7

On the other hand, starting from a: d (A, -) =} F and choosing a mor­
phism f: A--+B in d,

r(OF,A(a))B(f) = r(aA(lA))B(f)

= F(f)(aA(1A))

= aB(d(A, f)(lA))

= aB(f 0 lA)

= aB(f),

where the third equality follows from the naturality of a. This proves
the first part of the theorem.

To prove the naturality of the bijections, let us consider the functor
N: d --+Set defined by

N(A) = Nat(d(A, -), F).

and for every morphism f: A --+B in d

N(f): Nat(d(A, -), F) --+Nat(d(B, -), F)

N(f)(a) = a 0 d(f,-)

(see example 1.3.6.c for the definition of d(f, - )). We are claiming the
existence of a natural transformation 'f/: N =} F defined by 'f/A = 0F,A.
Indeed, with the previous notation,

(OF,B 0 N(f)) (a) = OF,B(a 0 d(f, -))

= (aod(f'-))B(lB)

= aB(f),

(F(f) 0 OF,A) (a) = F(f)(aA(lA))

= (aB od(A,f))(lA)

= aB(f).
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Moreover, when .91 is a small category, it makes sense to consider the
category Fun(d, Set) of functors from .91 to Set and natural transforma­
tions between them. For a fixed object A E .91 we consider this time the
functor M: Fun(d, Set)--+Set defined by

M(F) = Nat(d(A, -), F);

for a functor G: d --+Set and a natural transformation 'Y: F =} G,

M("(): Nat(d(A, -), F)--~) Nat(d(A, -), G)

is defined by M("()(a) = 'Y0a. On the other hand we consider the functor
"evaluation in A" eVA: Fun(d, Set)--+Set defined by

We claim to have a natural transformation f..L: M =} evA defined by
f..LF = OF,A. Indeed, with the previous notation,

(OG,A ° M("()) (a) = OG,A("( °a)

= ("( ° a)A(IA),

(evA("() °OF,A) (a) = 'YA(aA(IA)). o

In proposition 1.3.2 we have used a first composition law for natural
transformations. In fact, there exists another possible type of composi­
tion for natural transformations.

Proposition 1.3.4 Consider the following situation:

F ) H )
d G.Qa )11 K.Q13 )~

where .91, 11, ~ are categories, F, G, H, K are functors and a, 13 are
natural transformations. The formula, for every A Ed,

(13 *a)A = 13GA ° H(aA) = K(aA) ° 13FA
defines a natural transformation

13 *a: H of=} K °G.

called the "Godement product" of the two natural transformations a
and 13.

Proof (13 * a) A is thus defined considering diagram 1.8 which is in­
deed commutative by naturality of 13. The proposition asserts, for every
morphism f: A--+A' in .91, the commutativity of the outer rectangle
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HFA H(O:A)HGA

KFA K(O:A)KGA

Diagram 1.8

HFA H(O:A)HGA /3CA )KGA

HFA' )HGA' )KGA'
H(O:A') /3CA'

Diagram 1.9

in diagram 1.9. It holds since the first square commutes by naturality of
0: and functoriality of H and the second square commutes by naturality
of /3. D

The proof of the next proposition is a straightforward exercise left to
the reader.

Proposition 1.3.5 Consider the situation

F ) G )
.91 H -110: )11 K 4/3 )~

L.(J.'Y) M 48 )
where .91, 11, ~ are categories, F, G, H, K, L, M are functors and 0:,

/3, "f, 8 are natural transformations. The following equality holds:

(8 *"f) 0 (/3 * 0:) = (8 0 /3) *boo:). D

For the sake of brevity and with the notations of the previous propo­
sitions, we shall often write /3 * F instead of /3 * IF or G * 0: instead of

lc * 0:.

Examples 1.3.6

1.3.6.a Consider the power set functor P: Set-----tSet defined in 1.2.8.c
and the identity functor id: Set-----tSet. The mappings "singleton"
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which map an element x E E to the singleton {x} constitute a natural
transformation a: id =? P.

1.3.6.b Consider the category VectlR of real vector spaces and the
bidual functor

( )**: VectlR---~) VectlR.

The canonical morphisms

av: V---~)V**, V f---+ v**

for every vector space V, define a natural transformation from the iden­
tity functor to the bidual functor.

1.3.6.c Consider a category .91 and a morphism f:A~B of d. We
obtain a natural transformation

dU, -): d(B, -) =? d(A, -)

between the functors represented by A and B (see 1.2.8.d) by putting,
for every object C Ed and every morphism g E d(B, C),

dU, - )c(g) = g 0 f.

Generally we shall write dU, C) for the mapping dU, -)c.

1.3.6.d Given two categories .91, !JI and a fixed morphism b: B-----'?B',
we define the "constant natural transformation on b" ~b: ~B =? ~B' by
(~b)A = b for every object A E .91 (see 1.2.8.e for the definition of ~B,
~BI).

1.4 Contravariant functors

If .91 is a small category, we know it makes sense to consider the category
of functors from .91 to Set and natural transformations between them
(see 1.3.2). In examples 1.2.8.d and 1.3.6.c we have defined a mapping

Y*:d~Fun(d,Set),

Y*(A) = d(A, -), y*U) = dU, -),

where A E 1.911 is an object ofd and f is a morphism of d. It is rather
obvious that, given morphisms

in .91, we obtain the following equalities:

Y*(g 0 J) = y*U) 0 Y*(g), Y*(lB) = lY*B.
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So Y* is a mapping which "reverses the direction of every morphism" ,

f: A----+)B, Y*(f): Y*(B)----+) Y*(A),

and - up to this reversing process - preserves the composition law and
identities. This is what we shall call a "contravariant functor" .

Definition 1.4.1 A contravariant functor F from a category .91 to a
category tJI consists of the following:

(1) a mapping

1.911 ) ItJll
between the classes of objects; the image of A E .91 is written F(A)
or just FA;

(2) for every pair of objects A, A' E .91, a mapping

d(A, A') ) tJI(FA', FA);

the image of f E d(A, A') is written F(f) or just Ff.

These data are subject to the following axioms:

(1) for every pair ofmorphisms f E d(A,A'), g E d(A', A"),

F(g 0 f) = F(f) 0 F(g);

(2) for every object A E .91,

F(IA) = IFA.

When confusion could be possible, we shall emphasize the fact that
we are definitely working with a functor in the sense of definition 1.2.2
by calling it a covariant functor.

The notion of a natural transformation can easily be carried over to
the contravariant case.

Definition 1.4.2 Consider two contravariant functors F, G: d~tJ1
from a category .91 to a category tJI. A natural transformation 0:: F =} G
from F to G is a class ofmorphisms (O:A: F A---+GA)AE.r¥' oftJI indexed
by the objects ofd and such that for every morphism f: A---+A' in
.91, G(f) OO:A' = O:A 0 F(f) (see diagram 1.10).

All the results of sections 1.2 and 1.3 can be transposed to the con­
travariant case; this is a straightforward exercise left to the reader. More­
over, we should mention at this point that the validity of this transpo­
sition can also be obtained as an application of the duality principle of
section 1.10.
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FA QA ) GA

FII
I
GI

FA' ) GA'
QA'

Diagram 1.10

Examples 1.4.3

1.4.3.a We started this section with the example of the "contravariant
Yoneda embedding"

Y*: d-----+) Fun(d, Set)

for a small category d.

1.4.3.b Example 1.2.8.d can be "dualized"; given a category d and
an object A Ed we define a contravariant functor

d(-, A):d )Set

by the formulas
d(-, A)(B) = d(B, A)

for every object BEd, and

d(-, A)(f):d(C, A)---*d(B, A),

d(-, A)(f)(g) = go f

for all morphisms f: B ---* C and g: C ---* A in d.

1.4.3.c Example 1.3.6.c can be "dualized" as well. With the previous
notation we obtain a natural transformation

d(-, f): d(-, B) ----+)d(-, C)

for f: B ---* C, by putting

d(-,f)D(h)=foh

lc.·.
ii.•.•.or every object D and every morphism h: D ---*B. Generally, we shall
[Lite d(D, f) for the mapping d(-, f)D.

[:l.4.3.d Again using the previous notation, example 1.4.3.a itself can
[be "dualized". Let us write Fun*(d, Set) for the category of contravari­
ant functors from a small category d to Set. The "covariant Yoneda
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embedding" is the covariant functor

Y*: d------+) Fun*(d, Set)

defined by the formulas

Y*(A) = d(-,A),

Y*(f) = d(-, f)

for every object A Ed and every morphism 1 of d.

1.4.3.e Consider the category Rng of commutative rings with unit and
the category Top of topological spaces and continuous mappings. The
construction of the Zariski spectrum of a ring gives rise to a contravariant
functor

Sp: Rng )Top.

For a given ring A, Sp(A) is the Zariski spectrum of A, that is the
set of prime ideals of A provided with the topology generated by the
fundamental open subsets

(!Ja = {P E Sp(A) Ja rf. p}

for every element a E A. For a given ring homomorphism I: A~B,
the inverse image process maps a prime ideal of B to a prime ideal of
A; therefore we get a mapping

Sp(f): Sp(B) ~Sp(A),

Sp(f)(P) = 1-1(P),

which is easily proved to be continuous.

1.4.3.f The last example in this section is that of a contravariant
functor P*: Set~Setwhich coincides on the objects with the covariant
functor P: Set~Set defined in 1.2.8.c. Thus P*(X) is the power set
of X and for a given mapping I: X~Y,

P*(f):P*(Y)-~)P*(X),P*(f)(U) = 1-1(U)

is the inverse image mapping.

1.5 Full and faithful functors

An abelian group is a set provided with some additional structure; a
group homomorphism is a mapping which satisfies some additional prop­
erty. So, in some vague sense, the category of abelian groups is "included"
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in the category of sets. .. the expected "inclusion" being the functor de­
scribed in example 1.2.8.a. But this functor is by no means injective
since on the same set G, there exist in general many different abelian
group structures. In fact this functor is what we shall call a "faithful
functor" .

Definition 1.5.1 Consider a functor F: d~!!J and for every pair of
objects A, A' E d, the mapping

d(A, A') ) !!J(FA, F A'), f t-+ F f.
(1) The functor F is faithful when the abovementioned mappings are

injective for all A, A'.
(2) The functor F is full when the abovementioned mappings are sur­

jective for all A, A'.
(3) The functor F is full and faithful when the abovementioned map­

pings are bijective for all A, A'.
(4) The functor F is an isomorphism of categories when it is full and

faithful and induces a bijection Idl~ I!!JI on the classes of ob­
jects.

The reader will easily adapt definition 1.5.1 to the case of contravari­
ant functors. Definiton 1.5.1.4 is a special instance, in the category of
small categories and functors, of the general notion of isomorphism in a
category.

Proposition 1.5.2 The Yoneda embedding functors described in ex­
amples 1.4.3.a,d are full and faithful functors.

Proof In the case of the contravariant Yoneda embedding, we have to
prove that given two objects A, B in a small category A, the canonical
mapping

d(A,B)-~)Nat(d(B, -),d(A, -)), f t-+ d(j,-)

is bijective. This is a special case of the Yoneda lemma (see 1.3.3) applied
to the functor d(A, -) and the object B.

The case of the covariant embedding is proved in a "dual" way. 0

Let us conclude with some terminology concerning subcategories.

Definition 1.5.3 A subcategory !!J of a category d consists of:

(1) a subclass I!!JI ~ Idl of the class of objects,
(2) for every pair of objects A, A' E d, a subset !!J(A, A') ~ d(A, A'),
in such a way that

(1) f E !!J(A, A') and g E 8l(A' ,A") =? go f E !!J(A, A"),
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FA f) GB

FA' -------+) GB'
f'

Diagram 1.11

(2) \fA E tJI, lA E tJI(A, A).

A subcategory tJI of .91 thus gives rise to an injective (and therefore
faithful) inclusion functor tJI~d.

Definition 1.5.4 A subcategory tJI of a category .91 is called a full
subcategory when the inclusion functor tJI~d is also a full functor.

tJI is thus full in .91 when

A, A' E tJI => tJI(A, A') = d(A, A').

The category of sets and injections between them is a (non-full) subcat­
egory of the category of sets and mappings. The category of finite sets
and mappings between them is a full subcategory of the category of sets
and mappings. A full subcategory can clearly be defined by just giving
its class of objects.

1.6 Comma categories

We indicate now a quite general process for constructing new categories
from given ones. This type of construction will be used very often in this
book.

Definition 1.6.1 Consider two functors F: .91~~ and G: tJI~~.
The "comma category" (I:, G) is defined in the following way.

(1) The objects of (F, G) are the triples (A, f, B) where A Ed, BE tJI
are objects and f: FA~GB is a morphism of~.

(2) A morphism of (F, G) from (A, f, B) to (A', f', B') is a pair (a, b),
where a: A~ A' is a morphism of .91, b: B~ B is a morphism
of tJI, and f' 0 F(a) = G(b) 0 f (see diagram 1.11).

(3) The composition law in (F, G) is that induced by the composition
laws ofd and tJI, thus

(a' , b') 0 ( a, b) = (a' 0 a, b' 0 b).
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(F,G) V )f!4

Ul Y lG
d ) ~

F

Diagram 1.12

~
V' )f!4

U'l c;;/ lG
d ) ~

F

Diagram 1.13

Proposition 1.6.2 Consider functors F:d---+~, G:f!4---+~ and
their corresponding comma-category (F, G). There are two functors
U: (F,G)---+d, V: (F,G)---+f!4 (see diagram 1.12); moreover there
exists a canonical natural transformation

0:: F 0 U =} GoV.

Proof With the notation of 1.6.1 it suffices to define

U(A, f, B) = A, V(A, f, B) = B,

U (a, b) = a, V (a, b) = b.

The equality F 0 U = G 0 V has no reason at all to hold in general. The
natural transformation 0: is easily defined by O:(A,f,B) = f; the fact that
it is a natural transformation is just condition 1.6.1.(2). 0

Proposition 1.6.3 In the situation and with the notations of 1.6.2,
consider a category ~, two functors U': ~---+d, V': ~---+f!4 (see
diagram 1.13) and a natural transformation

0:': F 0 U' =} G 0 V'.

In that case there exists a unique functor W: ~ ---+ (F, G) such that

U 0 W = U', VoW = V', 0: *W = 0:'.
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Proof The conditions impos€d on W indicate immediately what it
should be:

W(D) = (U'D, a~,V'D)

for an object D E f!} and

W(d) = (U'd, V'd)

for a morphism d of f!}, which already proves the uniqueness of such a W.
To prove the existence, it suffices to observe that the previous formulas
indeed define a functor W: f!}~ (F, G). 0

We shall refer to proposition 1.6.3 as the "universal property" of the
comma category.

A special but very important case of a comma category is the "cate­
gory of elements" of a functor F: .91~Set.

Definition 1.6.4 Consider a functor F: .91~Set from a category .91
to the category ofsets. The category Elts(F) of "elements ofF" is defined
in the following way.

(1) The objects of Elts(F) are the pairs (A, a) where A E 1.911 is an
object and a E FA.

(2) A morphism f: (A,a)~(B,b) of Elts(F) is an arrow f:A~B
of A such that Ff(a) = b.

(3) The composition of Elts(F) is that induced by the composition of
d.

Let us write 1 for the discrete category with a single object *;

1: 1 ) Set, * f---+ { *}

is the functor which maps the unique object * of 1 to the singleton {*}.
In other words, we view 1 as the full subcategory of Set generated by a
singleton set. Since an element a E F A can be seen as a morphism from
a singleton to FA, thus as a morphism of the type 1(A)~ F(A) in
Set, the category Elts(F) is exactly the comma category (1, F). Notice
that the forgetful functor <PF: Elts(F)~d is defined by <PF(A, a) = A
on the objects and by <PF(f) = f on the morphisms.

Another interesting example of a comma category is the "product" of
two categories.

Definition 1.6.5 The product of two categories .91 and 91 is the category
.91 x 91 defined in the following way.

(1) The objects of .91 x 91 are the pairs (A, B) with A E 1.911, B E 1911
objects of .91, 91.
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(2) The morphisms (A,B)--+(A',B') of d x 14 are the pairs (a,b)
where a: A --+ A' is a morphism of d and b: B --+ B' is a mor­
phism of 14.

(3) The composition in d x 14 is that induced by the compositions of
d and 14, namely

(a', b') 0 (a, b) = (a' 0 a, b' 0 b).

With the product d x 14 are associated the two "projection" functors

defined by the formulas

p.r.t(A, B) = A, PeI(A, B) = B,

p.r.t(a, b) = a, PeI(a, b) = b.

These data satisfy the following "universal property" .

Proposition 1.6.6 Consider two categories d and 14. For every cate­
gory ~ and every pair of functors F: ~--+d, C: ~--+14, there exists
a unique functor H: ~--+d x 14 such that P.r.t 0 H = F, Pel 0 H = C.

Proof H is the functor defined by

H(D) = (FD, CD) for an object D of~,

H(d) = (Fd, Cd) for a morphism d of~. o

Let us now observe the existence of a unique functor I::i..r.t: d --+1:
this is the "constant functor" to the unique object of 1 (see 1.2.8.e).
Since 1 has just one single mapping, the comma category (I::i..r.t, l::i.eI ) is
isomorphic to the product category d x 14. Proposition 1.6.6 is then a
particularization of proposition 1.6.3.

A point of terminology: a functor F: d x 14--+~ defined on the
product of two categories is generally called a "bifunctor" (a functor of
two "variables").

1.7 Monomorphisms

When a composition law appears in some mathematical structure, spe­
cial attention is always paid to those elements which are "cancellable"
or "invertible" for that composition. This section is devoted to the study
of left cancellable morphisms in a category.
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Definition 1.7.1 A morphism I: A ----+ B in a category ~ is called a
monomorphism when, for every object C E ~ and every pair of mor­
phisms g, h: C==tA, the following property holds:

(f 0 9 = I 0 h) =? (g = h).

We shall generally use the symbol I: A~B to emphasize the fact
that I is a monomorphism.

Proposition 1.7.2 In a category~,

(1) every identity morphism is a monomorphism,
(2) the composite of two monomorphisms is a monomorphism,
(3) if the composite k 0 I of two morphisms is a monomorphism, then

f is a monomorphism.

Prool We use the notation of 1.7.1 and consider another morphism
k:B----+D.

(1) is obvious.
(2) If f and k are monomorphisms,

k 0 I 0 h = k 0 log =? 1 0 h = log =? h = g.

(3) If k 0 I is a monomorphism,

log = I 0 h =? k 0 log = k 0 I 0 h =? 9 = h. 0

The following terminology is rather classical.

Definition 1.7.3 Consider two morphisms f: A ----+ Band g: B ----+ A
in a category. When go I = lA, I is called a section of g, 9 is called a
retraction of I and A is called a retract of B.

Proposition 1.7.4 In a category, every section is a monomorphism.

Proof By 1.7.2.(1,3). o
Let us now say a word about the effect of a functor on a monomor­

phism.

Definition 1.7.5 Consider a functor F: d ----+ [fl.

(1) F preserves monomorphisms when, for every morphism f ofd,

I monomorphism =? F f monomorphism.

(2) F reflects monomorphisms when, for every morphism f ofd,

F f monomorphism =? f monomorphism.
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Proposition 1.7.6 A faithful functor reflects monomorphisms.

Prool Consider a faithful functor F: .91 --+tJI, a morphism I: A--+A'
in .91, and suppose F I is a monomorphism in tJI. Choose another object
A" E .91 and two morphisms g, h: A"--+ A in d.

log = f 0 h =? Ff 0 Fg = FI 0 Fh

=? Fg = Fh

=?g=h

where the second implication holds since F f is a monomorphism and
the last one follows from the faithfulness of F. D

Examples 1.7.7

1.7.7.a In the category Set of sets and mappings, the monomorphisms
are exactly the injections. Indeed, an element a E A can be viewed
as a mapping a: {*}--+A from the singleton to A; therefore, given a
monomorphism I: A --+ B and elements a, a' E A,

f (a) = f (a') =? loa = I 0 a'

=? a = a'

=? a = a'.

Conversely, if f: A--+B is injective and g, h:C~A are mappings
such that log = f 0 h, then for every element c E C

log = f 0 h =? I(g(c)) = I(h(c))

=? g(c) = h(c)

and therefore g = h.

1.7.7.b In the category Top of topological spaces and continuous map­
pings or its full subcategory Comp of compact Hausdorff spaces, the
monomorphisms are exactly the continuous injections. Indeed, an el­
ement of a space A corresponds to a continuous mapping {*} --+A
from the singleton to A; therefore the argument of 1.7.7.a can be carried
over.

1.7.7.c In the categories Gr of groups and Ab of abelian groups, the
monomorphisms are exactly the injective group homomorphisms. The
argument is again analogous, using now the bijective correspondence
between the elements a E G of a group and the group homomorphisms
a: Z--+G from the group of integers to G; we recall the correspondence:

a(z) = z . a, a = a(l).
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1.7.7.d In the category Rng of commutative rings with a unit, the
monomorphisms are exactly the injective ring homomorphisms. Repeat
the argument using now the ring homomorphisms with domain the ring
Z[X] of polynomials with integral coefficients: an element r E R of a
ring R corresponds to the ring homomorphism r: Z[X] --+R mapping
the polynomial p(X) to per); conversely r = reX).

1.7.7.e In the category ModR of right modules on a ring R with unit,
the monomorphisms are exactly the injective R-linear mappings. Use
again the same argument using the R-linear mapping with domain the
ring R itself: an element m E M of a R-module M corresponds to the
linear mapping m: R--+M mapping r to mr; conversely m = m(l).

1.7.7.£ In the category Bani ofreal Banach spaces and linear contrac­
tions, the monomorphisms are exactly the injective linear contractions.
The elements of the unit ball of a Banach space B are in bijective cor­
respondence with the linear contractions a: JR--+B; just put

a(r) = ra , a = a(l).

Therefore a monomorphism f: B --+B' is such that the implication

f(a) = f(a') => a = a'

holds for elements a, a' in the unit ball of B; by linearity of f, this
fact extends to arbitrary elements a, a' E B. The converse is once more
obvious.

1.7.7.g The previous examples could give the wrong impression that,
in "concrete" examples, a monomorphism is always exactly an injective
morphism. This is false as shown by the following counterexamples. We
give first an "algebraic" counterexample.

Consider the category Div of divisible abelian groups and group homo­
morphisms between them. The quotient morphism q: Ql--+QljZ of the
additive group of rational numbers by the group of integers is definitely
not an injection, but it is a monomorphism in Div. Indeed, choose G a
divisible group and f, g: G==tQl two group homomorphisms such that
qo f = qo g. Putting h = f - g we have qo h = 0 and the thesis becomes
h = O. Given an element x E G, hex) is an integer since q 0 h = O. If
hex) 10 note that
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which is a contradiction.

1.7.7.h Let us give now a "topological" counterexample. We consider
the category whose objects are the pairs (X, x) where X is a connected
topological space and x E X is a base point; in this category, a morphism
I: (X, x) ----+ (Y, y) is a continuous mapping I: X ----+ Y which preserves
the base points, Le. such that I(x) = y. Let us consider the projection
7r of the circular helix 1t on the circle 8 1,

7r: (1t,h)----+) (81,s),

with hE 1t and s = 7r(h). If I: (X,x)----+(8 1 ,s) is a morphism in our
category which admits a "lifting"

g:(X,x)----+) (1t,h)

through the projection 7r, that lifting is necessarily unique (see Spanier,
page 67). But this expresses exactly the fact that 7r is a monomorphism.

1.8 Epimorphisms

We now turn our attention to right cancellable morphisms in a category.

Definition 1.8.1 A morphism I:B----+A in a categoryrt' is called an
epimorphism when, for every object C E rt' and every pair ofmorphisms
g, h:A~C, the following property holds:

(g 0 I = h 0 f) =? (g = h).

We shall generally use the notation I: B --+> A to emphasize the fact
that I is an epimorphism.

Proposition 1.8.2 In a category rt',

(1) every identity morphism is an epimorphism,
(2) the composite of two epimorphisms is an epimorphism,
(3) if the composite 10k of two morphisms is an epimorphism, then I

is an epimorphism.

Proal We use the notation of 1.8.1 and consider another morphism
k:D----+B.

(1) is obvious.
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(2) If f and k are epimorphisms,

h 0 f 0 k = go f 0 k => h 0 f = 9 0 f => h = g.

(3) If f 0 k is an epimorphism,

9 0 f = h 0 f => 9 0 f 0 k = h 0 f 0 k => 9 = h. 0

Proposition 1.8.3 In a category, every retraction is an epimorphism.

Proof By 1.8.2.(1,3). o
Transposing definition 1.7.5 to the case of epimorphisms, we obtain

Proposition 1.8.4 A faithful functor reflects epimorphisms.

Proof Consider a faithful functor F: d ----+!!J, a morphism 1: A'----+A
and suppose F f is an epimorphism in !!J. Choose another object A" E d
and two morphisms g, h: A===tA" in d. Then

go f = hog => Fg 0 F f = Fh 0 F f

=> Fg = Fh

=> 9 = h,

where the second implication holds since F f is an epimorphism and the
last one follows from the faithfulness of F. 0

The similarity of the previous proofs with those of section 1.7 is strik­
ing: this is a special instance of the "duality principle" described in
section 1.10.

Examples 1.8.5

1.8.5.a In the category Set of sets and mappings, the epimorphisms are
exactly the surjective mappings. Choose f: A ----+ B a surjective map­
ping and g, h: B ===t C two mappings such that 9 0 f = h 0 f. For every
element b E B, we can find an element a E A such that f (a) = b;
therefore

g(b) = g(J(a)) = h(J(a)) = h(b),

which proves the equality 9 = h.
Conversely, if f: A ----+ B is an epimorphism, consider the two-element

set {O,l} and the following mappings g, h: B===t{O,l}:

g(b) = 1 if bE f(A),

g(b) = 0 if b rt. f(A),

h(b) = 1 for every b E B.
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Clearly go f = h 0 f is the constant mapping on Ij therefore g = hand
f(A) = B.

1.8.5.b In the category Top of topological spaces and continuous map­
pings, the epimorphisms are exactly the surjective continuous mappings.
The previous proof applies when {O, I} is provided with the indiscrete
topology.

1.8.5.c In the category Haus of Hausdorff topological spaces and con­
tinuous mappings between them, the epimorphisms are exactly the con­
tinuous mappings with a dense image. We recall that a continuous map­
ping f: A --+B has a dense image precisely when every element b E B
is the limit of a net of elements of f (A), i.e. a set of elements indexed
by a filtered poset (see 2.13.1); when B is a Hausdorff space, the limit
of a converging net is unique. Suppose f: A --+ B has a dense image
and choose g, h: B~C such that g 0 f = h 0 f. Given an element
bE B, choose a net (ai)iEI of elements in A such that b = limf(ai). By
continuity of g, h we have

g(b) = lim(g 0 J)(ai), h(b) = lim(h 0 J)(ai).

Since go f = h 0 f and the limit is unique, we conclude that g(b) = h(b)
and thus g = h.

Conversely if f: A --+B is an epimorphism, and B is not empty, A
cannot be empty. Indeed if BUB is the space constituted by two disjoint
copies of B, BUB is a Hausdorff space and the two canonical inclusions
i l ,i2: B~BU B are continuous and distinct. A empty would yield
i l 0 f = i2 0 f and thus i l = i 2, since f is an epimorphism. Now consider
the quotient of B which identifies with a single point the closure f(A)
of the image of Aj this is a Hausdorff space as a quotient of a Hausdorff
space by a closed subspace; write p: B --+B / f (A) for the corresponding
continuous projection. Since f(A) is not empty, we can consider as well
the constant mapping q: B --+B / f (A) on the equivalence class of the
elements of f(A). Clearly po f = qo f and therefore p = q, which proves
the equality f(A) = B.

1.8.5.d In the category Gr of groups and their homomorphisms, the
epimorphisms are exactly the surjective homomorphisms. Indeed, a sur­
jective homomorphism is clearly an epimorphism. Conversely suppose
f:A--+B is an epimorphism. We can factor f through its image

A----+) f(A) ----+)B,

thus through a surjection followed by an injection. By 1.8.2.(3), the
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injective part is an epimorphism and so the problem reduces to proving
that an epimorphic inclusion is an identity.

Given two groups G, H with a common subgroup K, it is possible
to construct the amalgamation of G and Hover K: this is the group
G *K H of words constructed with the "letters" of G and H, the two
copies of a "letter" of K being identified in G *K H. The amalgamation
property for groups tells us that the two canonical morphisms

G----.+)G*K H, H----.+)G*K H,

are injective and that two "letters" of G and H are identified in G *K H
just when they are the two copies of a "letter" in K (see Kuros). If
we apply that amalgamation property choosing the inclusion f (A) <.......+ B
twice, we first deduce the equality of the two canonical inclusions

i 1 : B )B *f(A) B, i 2 : B )B *f(A) B

since they coincide on f(A) and f(A)----*B is an epimorphism. But
then each element of B is already in f(A) by the amalgamation property.

1.8.5.e Consider a ring R with unit. In the category Mod R of right R­
modules, the epimorphisms are exactly the surjective linear mappings. In
particular, choosing R = Z, the epimorphisms of the category of abelian
groups are exactly the surjective homomorphisms. Again a surjective
linear mapping is clearly an epimorphism. Conversely if f: A ----* B is an
epimorphism, consider both the quotient mapping and the zero mapping

p:B---.+)B/f(A), O:B---.+)B/f(A).

From the equality

pof=O=Oof

we deduce p = 0 and thus B = f(A).

1.8.5.£ The form of epimorphisms in the category of commutative
rings with unit is known (see exercise 1.11.13); let us just emphasize the
fact that epimorphisms of rings are not necessarily surjective. Consider
the inclusion of the ring Z of integers in the ring Q of rational numbers,
i: Z----*Q. This is clearly not a surjection but it is an epimorphism
of rings. Indeed given another ring A and two ring homomorphisms
f, g: Q===tA which agree on the integers, we deduce first that for every
integer 0 =1= z E Z, z is invertible in Q and therefore f(z) and g(z) are
invertible in A; clearly .

ftz) = f (~) and gtz) = 9 (~) .
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Since I and 9 agree on the integers, I (~) = 9 (~) and finally,

I (:) = I (z' . ~) = I(z') . I (~)

= g(z') . 9 (~) = 9 (z' . ~) = 9 (:) .
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1.8.5.g In the category BanI of Banach spaces and linear contractions,
the epimorphisms are the linear contractions with dense image. Choose
I: A----*B with a dense image and g, h: B==tC such that go 1= ho I.
Since 9 and h agree on I(A), by continuity g, h agree on on I(A) = B as
well; therefore 9 = h. Conversely if I: A----*B is an epimorphism, the
quotient of B by the closed subspace I(A) is a Banach space and both
the quotient mapping p and the zero mapping are linear contractions:

p:B--~)B/I(A), O:B---4)B/I(A).

From the equalities poI = 0 = 00I, we deduce p = 0 and thus B = I (A).

1.9 Isomorphisms

We consider finally the case of those morphisms of a category which are
invertible.

Definition 1.9.1 A morphism I: A----*B in a category ~ is called
an isomorphism when there exists a morphism g: B~A of ~ which
satisfies the relations

log = lB, go I = lA·

Clearly such a morphism 9 is necessarily unique; indeed if h: B ----* A
is another morphism with the same properties

1 0 h = lB, hoi = lA,

we conclude that

9 = 9 0 lB = go I 0 h = lA 0 h = h.

Therefore we shall call such a morphism 9 "the" inverse of I and we
shall denote it by 1-1.

Proposition 1.9.2 In a category,

(1) every identity is an isomorphism,
(2) the composite of two isomorphisms is an isomorphism,
(3) an isomorphism is both a monomorphism and an epimorphism.
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Proof
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(1) is obvious.
(2) If f:A----+B and g:B----+C are isomorphisms, so is go f and

(g 0 f)-I = f- 1 0 g-l.

(3) is just the conjunction of 1.7.4 and 1.8.3 D

Proposition 1.9.3 In a category, if a section is an epimorphism, it is

an isomorphism.

Proof If go f = 1A and f: A ----+ B is an epimorphism, from fogo f = f
we deduce fog = lB. D

Proposition 1.9.4 Every functor preserves isomorphisms.

Proof Obvious. D

Transposing definition 1.7.5 to the case of isomorphisms, we obtain

Proposition 1.9.5 A full and faithful functor reflects isomorphisms.

Proof Obvious. D

~xaxnples 1.9.6

1.9.6.a In the category Set of sets, the isomorphisms are exactly the
bijections.

1.9.6.b In the category Top of topological spaces, the isomorphisms are
exactly the homeomorphisms. Since a continuous bijection is in general
not a homeomorphism, this provides an example where the converse of
statement 1.9.2.(3) does not hold (see 1.7.7.b and 1.8.5.b).

l.9.6.e In the categories Gr of groups, Ab of abelian groups and Rng
of commutative rings with unit, the isomorphisms are the bijective ho­
momorphisms.

lo9.6.d In the category ModR of right modules over a ring R, the
isomorphisms are the bijective R-linear mappings.

lo9.6.e In the category Banoo of real Banach spaces and bounded linear
mappings, the isomorphisms are the bounded linear bijections. An iso­
morphism is obviously bijective. Conversely if f: A ----+ B is a bounded
linear bijection, the inverse mapping f-l: B----+A is certainly linear.
By the open mapping theorem, f is open because it is surjective; but "f
open" means precisely "f-l continuous" and thus /-1 is bounded.
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1.9.6.f In the category BanI of real Banach spaces and linear contrac­
tions, the isomorphisms are exactly the isometric bijections. An isometric
bijection is obviously an isomorphism. Conversely if the linear contrac­
tion I: A -----'t B has an inverse mapping 1-1: B -----'t A which is also a
linear contraction, then for every element a E A

II all = 11/-1 /(a)11 ::; 11/(a)11
and thus Iiall = II/(a)11 since I is contracting.

1.9.6.g In the category Cat of small categories and functors, the iso­
morphisms are those defined in 1.5.1.

1.9.6.h Going back to example 1.2.6.d, a group can be seen as a cat­
egory with a single object all of whose morphisms are isomorphisms.

1.10 The duality principle

At this point the reader will have noticed that every result proved for co­
variant functors has its counterpart for contravariant functors and every
result proved for monomorphisms has its counterpart for epimorphisms.
These facts are just special instances of a very general principle.

Definition 1.10.1 Given a category d, the dual category d* is defined
in the following way:

(1) Id*1 = Idl
(both categories have the same objects);

(2) for all objects A, B of d*, d*(A, B) = d(B, A)
(the morphisms ofd* are those of d "written in the reverse direc­
tion"; to avoid confusion, we shall write J*: A -----'t B for the mor­
phism of d* corresponding to the morphism I: B -----'t A of d);

(3) the composition law ofd* is given by

J*og*=(gof)*.

Metatheorem 1.10.2 (Duality principle) Suppose the validity, in ev­
ery category, of a statement expressing the existence of some objects or
morphisms or the equality of some composites. Then the "dual state­
ment" is also valid in every category; this dual statement is obtained
by reversing the direction of every arrow and replacing every composite
log by the composite g 0 I.

Prool If S denotes the given statement and S* denotes its dual state­
ment, proving the statement S· in a category d is equivalent to proving
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the statement S in the category d*, and this is supposed to be valid.
o

For example, the notion of I: A~B being a monomorphism in d
means

'VCEd 'Vg,hEd(C,A) log=loh=}-g=h.

The dual notion is thus that of a morphism I:B~A which satisfies

'VC Ed 'Vg, hE d(A, C) go 1 = hoI =}- g = h

... which is exactly the notion of an epimorphism. With that remark in
mind, it is obvious that all the results of section 1.8 are just the dual
statements of the results of section 1.7: so, formally, the validity of the
latter follows at once from the validity of the former via the duality
principle.

The case of contravariant functors can also be reduced to the case
of covariant functors via the consideration of the dual category: a con­
travariant functor from d to f!J is just a covariant functor from d* to
f!J (or, equivalently, a covariant functor from d to f!J*).

It is interesting to notice that, in category theory, some notions are
their own dual. For example I:A~B is an isomorphism when

3g: B )Ago 1 = lA, log = lB.

The dual notion is that of a morphism I: B~ A with the property

3g: A )B log = lA, go 1 = IB

... but this is again the definition of 1 being an isomorphism.

Examples 1.10.3

1.10.3.a With every category d we can associate a bifunctor, still
written d,

d:d* x d )Set,

defined by the following formulas:

• d(A, B) is the set of morphisms from A to B;
• if f: A'~A and g:B~B' are morphisms of d,

d(f,g): d(A, B)----+)d(A',B'), d(f,g)(h) = go hoI.

Fixing the first variable A we obtain the covariant functor defined in
1.2.8.d and fixing the second variable B we obtain the contravariant
functor defined in 1.4.3.b. The bifunctor d is called the "Hom-functor"
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of the category d (from "homomorphism"); it is "contravariant in the
first variable and covariant in the second variable" .

1.10.3.b The dual of the category of sets and mappings is equiva­
lent to the category of complete atomic boolean algebras and (V - 1\)­
preserving homomorphisms. Indeed, writing CBA for the second cate­
gory, the contravariant power set functor can be seen as a contravariant
functor P*: Set~CBA. It is well-known that every complete atomic
boolean algebra B is isomorphic to the power-set PX of its set X of
atoms. Let us prove now that P* is a full and faithful functor. Given
two sets X and Y, the mapping

Set(X, Y)--4)CBA(P*Y, p* X), I I-> 1-1

is obviously injective. To prove it is surjective, let us consider a morphism
g: p*y~P*X in CBA and an element x E X = g(Y) (g preserves the
top element). Now Y is the union of its singletons and 9 preserves unions,
so there exists some y E Y such that x E 9 ({y}). Such an element y is
necessarily unique since x E g({y'}) with y' 'i= y would imply

x E g({y} n {y'}) = g(0) = 0,

because 9 preserves intersections and the bottom element. Writing I(x)
for that element y, it follows easily that 9 is just 1-1.

1.10.3.c The dual of the category of abelian groups and their homo­
morphisms is equivalent to the category of compact abelian groups and
continuous homomorphisms. This is just the Pontryagin duality theo­
rem: with every abelian group A is associated its group of characters
A= Hom (A, U) where U is the circle group and the topology of A is
that induced by the product topology UA ; with every homomorphism
I: A~B is associated the morphism /: B~A of composition with

I·

1.10.3.d The category of finite abelian groups and their homomor­
phisms is equivalent to its own dual category. Indeed, it suffices to par­
ticularize the Pontryagin duality to the case of finite groups: when A is
finite, A is isomorphic to A as a group and therefore is finite. But the
finite compact groups are just the finite discrete groups, thus finally just
the finite groups.
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1.11 Exercises

1.11.1 If two ordered sets A, B are viewed as categories (see 1.2.6.b),
prove that a functor from A to B is just an order preserving mapping.
If f, g: A~B are two such functors, prove that there exists a (single)
natural transformation from f to 9 if and only if for every element a E A,
f(a) ::; g(a).

1.11.2 If two monoids M and N are viewed as categories (see 1.2.6.d),
prove that a functor from M to N is just an homomorphism of monoids.
What is a natural transformation between two such functors?

1.11.3 In exercise 1.11.2, if M and N are groups, show the existence
of a natural transformation between two functors f,g:M~N if and
only if f and 9 are conjugate:

::In EN 'Vm E M f(m) = n- 1
. g(m) on.

1.11.4 If G is a group considered as a category (see 1.9.6.h), prove that
a natural transformation on the identity functor of G is just an element
of the centre of G.

1.11.5 Prove that a covariant representable functor preserves monomor­
phisms.

1.11.6 Prove that a contravariant representable functor maps an epi­
morphism to a monomorphism.

1.11.7 Prove that the forgetful functor Rng--+Set which maps a ring
to its underlying set is faithful and representable by the ring Z[X]' but
does not preserve epimorphisms. [Hint: see 1.8.5.f.]

1.11.8 If .91, !!J, ~ are small categories, prove the isomorphism of cate­
gories

Fun(d x !!J,~) ~ Fun(d,Fun(!!J,~»),

where Fun denotes the category of functors and natural transformations.

1.11.9 Prove that a retraction which is a monomorphism is necessarily
an isomorphism.

1.11.10 Determine the nature of the monomorphisms, epimorphisms
and isomorphisms in examples 1.2.7.

1.11.11 Consider a small category .91 and the corresponding functor
category Fun(d, Set). Prove that a morphism 0: of Fun(d, Set) (a natural
transformation) is a monomorphism if and only if each component O:A,

A E .91, is a monomorphism in Set. [Hint: use the Yoneda lemma].
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x __x=-----t) y

C

Diagram 1.14

1.1l.12 The statement in 1.11.11 is no longer valid when Set is replaced
by an arbitrary category Pl. Consider the categories of diagram 1.14 (as a
convention, identity arrows are not shown) where, in Pl, the two compos­
ites fog and f oh are equal to k. The category Fun(d, Pl) is the category
of arrows of Pl (see 1.2.7.c). The pair (IB, I): (B, IB, B) ----+ (B, f, C)
is a monomorphism in Fun(d, Pl) while f is not a monomorphism in Pl.

1.1l.13 Consider the category Rng of commutative rings with unit.
A morphism f: A ----+ B is an epimorphism precisely when given any
element b E B, the equality 1 0 b = b0 1 holds in B 0 A B. This is also
equivalent to saying that the morphism B ----+ B 0 A B is surjective, or
again equivalently is an epimorphism.
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Limits

We have seen in chapter 1 that the models of a mathematical theory and
the corresponding homomorphisms very often constitute an interesting
example of category: the category of sets and mappings, the category
of vector spaces and linear mappings, the category of topological spaces
and continuous mappings, and so on.

With a given mathematical structure are very often associated "op­
erations on models or homomorphisms": cartesian product, quotient,
kernel, union, intersection, and so on... It is the aim of this chapter
to develop a general theory containing most of those constructions as
particular cases.

2.1 Products

Everybody knows how to construct the cartesian product of two sets A
and B; this is just

A x B = {(a,b) la E A; bE B} .

This "cartesian product" is provided with two "canonical" projections

PA:A x B--->tA, PA(a,b) = a,

PB:A x B--->tB, PB(a, b) =b.

Moreover, if C is a set and f: C--->tA, g: C--->tB are arbitrary map­
pings, there exists a unique mapping h: C --->t A x B which makes dia­
gram 2.1 commutative. Indeed, h(c) = (J(c),g(c)).

Replacing "set" by "category" and "mapping" by "functor", the sit­
uation of diagram 2.1 recaptures precisely the fundamental property of
the "product of two categories" as studied in 1.6.5 and 1.6.6. This fact
is much more general and makes sense in every category.
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Diagram 2.1

Definition 2.1.1 Let ~ be a category and A, B E ~ two objects of ~.
A (cartesian) product of A and B is, by definition, a triple (P,PA,PB)
~here

(1) P E ~ is an object,

(2) PA: P----..A and PB: P----..B are morphisms,

and this triple is such that for every other triple (Q, qA, qB) where

(1) Q E ~ is an object,

(2) qA: Q----..A and qB: Q----..B are morphisms,

there exists a unique morphism r: Q----..P such that qA = PA 0 r and
qB = PB or.

It is a fundamental observation that:

Proposition 2.1.2 In a category, the cartesian product of two objects
(when it exists) is unique up to isomorphism.

Proof In the category ~ , consider two products

of the same objects A, B. Since (P,PA,PB) is a product, there exists a
morphism r: Q----..P such that qA = PA 0 rand qB = PB 0 r. Since
(Q, qA, qB) is a product, there exists a morphism s: P ----.. Q such that
PA = qA 0 sand PB = qB 0 s.

Applying definition 2.1.1 to the triple (P,PA,PB) seen both as a prod­
uct and as "another triple", we deduce the existence of a unique mor­
phism t: P----.. P such that PA = PA 0 t and PB = PB 0 t. Clearly t = 1p
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is such a morphism. But the relations

PA = qA 0 s = PA 0 r 0 S,

PB = qB 0 s = PB 0 r 0 s

indicate that t = r 0 s is another morphism of this kind. The uniqueness
of t therefore implies r 0 s = Ip.

In an analogous way sor = IQ and r, s are inverse isomorphisms. 0

In view of the previous theorem, it makes sense to write "the" product
of A and B as (A x B,PA,PB) or just A x B.

It is a common mistake to think that the projections PA, PB of a
product are epimorphisms. This is not true, not even in the category of
sets and mappings! The projection PA: A x B----+A in the category of
sets is not surjective when B is empty and A is non-emtpy; thus it is
not an epimorphism (see example 1.8.5.a).

Another common mistake is to think that once the object A x B
in a product has been fixed, the corresponding projections PA,PB are
necessarily unique. This is not true at all (see example 2.1.7.i): in the
definition of a product both the object A x B and the projections PA,PB
are defined up to isomorphism.

Proposition 2.1.3 In a category, when the corresponding products
exist, the following isomorphisms hold:

A x B~B x A;

A x (B x C) ~ (A x B) x C.

Proof If (A x B,PA,PB) is a product of A and B, it suffices to notice
that (A x B,PB,PA) is a product of B and A and apply proposition
2.1.2. An analogous argument holds in the second case. 0

Writing (A x B,PA,PB) and (B x A,PA'P's) for the products of A, B
and B, A, the unique morphism 7: A x B~B x A such that PA = PA 07

and PB = PB 07 is generally called the "twisting isomorphism". It is
indeed an isomorphism as proved in 2.1.3. In the case of the category
Set of sets and mappings, it is the usual twisting bijection 7(a, b) = (b, a).

Proposition 2.1.3 indicates in particular that the existence of all binary
products allows the definition (up to isomorphism) of the product of n
objects of the category (n E N, n 2: 2). In fact, it makes sense to define
the product of an arbitrary family of objects in a given category.

Definition 2.1.4 Let I be a set and (Ci)iEI a family of objects in a
given category~. A product of that family is a pair (P, (Pi)iEI) where
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(1) P is an object of((i,

(2) for every i E I, Pi:P~Ci is a morphism of((i,

and this pair is such that for every other pair (Q, (qi)iEI) where

(1) Q is an object of((i,

(2) for every i E I, qi:Q~Ci is a morphism of((i,

there exists a unique morphism r: Q~ P such that for every index i,

qi = Pi 0 r.

The arguments of proposition 2.1.2 generalize immediately to show
that:

Proposition 2.1.5 When the product of a family of objects exists in a
category, it is unique up to an isomorphism. 0

We shall generally write I1iEI Ci for "the" product of a family (Ci)iEI
of objects. The definition of a product is by nature independent of any
ordering on the set of indices; it obviously generalizes the situation of
definition 2.1.1. The following generalized associative law holds for prod­
ucts:

Proposition 2.1.6 Consider a set I and a partition I = UkEK Jk of this
set into disjoint subsets (Jk)kEK. Consider a family (Ci)iEI of objects
in a category ((i. When all the products involved exist, the following
isomorphism holds:

Proof Just show that the right-hand side satisfies the definition of
I1iEI Ci and apply 2.1.5. 0

It should be noticed that the existence of the product of a family
of objects does not imply the existence of the product of a subfamily of
those objects. For example, choose a natural number n EN and consider
the full subcategory ((in of Set whose objects are the sets with fewer than
n elements. It is easy to prove that products in ((in, when they exist, are
just cartesian products of sets. Therefore the product of two sets with k
and l elements exists in ((in precisely when kl ::; n. But the product of
an arbitrary family containing the empty set always exists: it is just the
empty set.

Examples 2.1.7

2.1.7.a In the category Set of sets and mappings, the cartesian product
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of a family (Ci)iEI is just the cartesian product

IICi = {(XdiEI IXi E Cd
iEI

with projections Pia ((Xi)iEI) = Xia·

2.1.7.b In the category Cat ofsmall categories and functors, the prod­
uct of two categories is that described in 1.6.5, 1.6.6. This construction
admits an obvious generalization to the case of an arbitrary family of
small categories.

2.1.7.c In the categories of groups, abelian groups, rings, modules,
algebras, boolean algebras, and so on... the product of a family of objects
is just their cartesian product provided with the pointwise operations.
For example in the case of groups

IICi = {(XdiEI IXi E Ci }
iEI

(xiLEI + (Yi)iEI = (Xi +YiLEI.

2.1.7.d In the category BanI of real Banach spaces and linear contrac­
tions, the product of a family (Ci)iEI is given by

IICi = {(XdiEI IXi E Ci ; sup Ilxill < oo}
iEI tEl

II(xi)iEIII = sup Ilxill·
iEI

Indeed each projection Pi: TIiEI Ci~Ciis continuous and has norm 1.
Moreover if (Ii: B~CdiEI is a family of linear contractions and bE B,
IIbli ~ 1, then for every i E I, 111i(b)11 ~ 1 and thus II sUPiEI li(b)11 ~ 1.
Therefore the obvious factorization f:B~ TIiEI Ci , f(b) = (Ii (b) )iEI'
is a linear contraction.

2.1.7.e In the category Banoo of real Banach spaces and bounded linear
mappings, the product of a finite family of objects exists and is computed
as in BanI; but the product of an infinite family of objects does not exist
in general. For example the "power" R x R x R x ... of the constant
family (R)nEN does not exist. Indeed, assume this product does exist and
is given by (P, (Pn: P~R)nEN). The constant family (id:R~R)nEN

factors through this product via a morphism Ll: R~ P; from id =
Pn 0 Ll we deduce that no Pn can be the zero mapping. Next consider
the family

fn:JR )JR, fn(r)=n ·IIPnll· r,
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which factors through the product via a morphism I: ~ -----t P. From

In = Pn 0 I we deduce n ·IIPnll = Illnll ~ IIPnl1 . IIIII and thus n ~ IIIII
for every n, which is impossible.

2.1.7.f In the category Top of topological spaces and continuous map­
pings, the product of a family (Xi, 'Ii)iEI of topological spaces is given
by (X, T) where the set X is just

X = II Xi = {(Xi)iEI IXi E Xi} .
iEI

We choose as basic open subsets those of the form

II Ui = {(Xi)iEI IXi E Ud
iEI

where Ui E 'Ii and

{i E I lUi =I- Xi} is finite.

This family of basic open subsets is closed under finite intersections; the
topology T consists of all the unions of basic open subsets. The obvious
projections

are continuous since, for U E 'Iio ,

pi;/(U) = II Ui

iEI

where Uio = U and Ui = Xi for i =I- io. Next, given a family

Ii: (Y,S)--~) (Xi, 'Ii)

of continuous mappings, the unique factorization

I:Y )X, I(y) = (Ii(Y))iEI

is continuous since, for a fundamental open subset TIiEI Ui E T,

1-1 (IIUi) = {Y E ylVi E I Ii(y) E Ui }

iEI

= nli- 1(Ui ).
iEI

Each f i-
1(Ui ) is open since fi is continuous and Ui is open. Moreover,

when Ui = Xi, we get f i-
1 (Ui ) = Y and this term does not play any role
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in the intersection. Therefore we can write

/-1 (II Ui) = nUi-
1
(Ud Ii E I; Ui =I Xd '

iEI

which is now a finite intersection of open subsets, thus an open subset.

2.1.7.g In the category Camp of compact Hausdorff spaces and con­
tinuous mappings, the product of a family of objects can be computed
just as in Tap (Tychonoff theorem).

2.1.7.h Consider a poset (X,:S) viewed as a category (see example
1.2.6.b). Given a family of elements Xi E X, one checks immediately
that defining the product of this family is just defining its infimum.

2.1.7.i Consider, in the category of sets and mappings, the two sets Z
of integers and R of real numbers. Consider the usual cartesian product

ZxR= {(z,r)lzEZ, rER}

and the two mappings

Pzo:ZxR--+Z, pzo(z,r)=z+zo,

Pro: Z X R--+R , Pro(z, r) = r + ro,

where Zo E Z, ro E R are fixed numbers.

For any choice of zo, ro, (Z x R,pzo,Pro) is a product of Z and R in the
category of sets. This product is indeed just the usual cartesian product
(Z x R,pz,PIR) defined in 2.1.7.a composed with the isomorphism

Z x R---~)Z x R , (z,r) f-+ (z+zo,r+ro).

2.2 Coproducts

The dual notion of "product" is that of "coproduct". Thus:

Definition 2.2.1 Let I be a set and (Ci)iEI a family of objects in a
given category~. A coproduct of that family is a pair (P, (SdiEI) where
(1) P is an object of~,
(2) for every i E I, Si: Ci--+P is a morphism of~,

and this pair is such that for every other pair (Q, (ti) iEI) where
(1) Q is an object of~,
(2) for every i E I, ti: Ci--+Q is a morphism of~,

there exists a unique morphism r = P --+Q such that for every index
i, ti = r 0 Si.

Applying the results of sections 1.10 and 2.1, we get
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Proposition 2.2.2 When the coproduct of a family of objects exists in
a category, it is unique up to an isomorphism. D

We shall often write lliEI Ci for the coproduct of the family (CdiEI.
The following generalized associativity law is obtained from 2.1.6 by
duality.

Proposition 2.2.3 Consider a set I and a partition I = UkEK Jk of this
set into disjoint subsets (Jk)kEK. Consider a family (Ci)iEI of objects
in a category ~. When all the coproducts involved exist, the following
isomorphism holds:

D

Examples 2.2.4

2.2.4.a In the category Set of sets and mappings, the coproduct of a
family (Ci)iEI is just its "disjoint union", i.e. the union of the sets Ci
considered as disjoint sets. When the various Ci's are not disjoint, we
replace them first by isomorphic disjoint sets

C~ = {(x,i) Ix E Cd

=Ci x {i}

and we perform the usual union of these sets C:. Thus in short

IlCi = {(x, i) Ii E I ; x E Ci } .

iEI

The canonical mappings Si: Ci ----+ lliEI Ci are just the obvious inclu­
sions: Si(X) = (x, i).

2.2.4.b In the category Top of topological spaces and continuous map­
pings, the coproduct of a family (Xi, 'Ii)iEI is just (X, T) where X is the
disjoint union of the Xi and T is the topology generated by the disjoint
union of the 'Ii.

2.2.4.c In the category Comp of compact Hausdorff spaces and contin­
uous mappings, the coproduct of a finite family of objects is computed
as in Top. The existence of arbitrary coproducts holds but proving this
requires more sophisticated arguments (see chapter 3).

2.2.4.d In the category Cat of small categories and functors, the co­
product of a family of categories is just their disjoint union.
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2.2.4.e In the category Gr of groups and group homomorphisms, the
coproduct of a family (Gi)iEI of groups is obtained as follows. Consider
first the disjoint union V of the sets Gi and then the set W of "words"
of V; thus W is the set of all finite sequences of elements in V. On W,
introduce the equivalence relation generated by the following data:

• the unit element of each group Gi is equivalent to the empty se­
quence

• if a sequence contains two consecutive elements belonging to the
same component G i , the original sequence is equivalent to the se­
quence obtained by replacing the two elements by their composite
in Gi .

Write lliEIGi for the quotient of W by this equivalence relation. Con­
catenation on W induces an associative composition law on lliEI Gi,
with the empty sequence as a unit. This is a group structure: the inverse
of a sequence is the sequence of inverses of its elements, in reversed order.
Each group Gi is mapped into lliEI Gi, the element x E Gi going to the
equivalence class [x] of the sequence consisting of that single element.
lliEI Gi is easily seen to be the coproduct of the Gi's. In group theory,
lliEI Gi is generally called the "free product" of the Gi's.

2.2.4.f In the category Ab of abelian groups and group homomor­
phisms, the coproduct of a family (GdiEI is just their direct sum

The composition law is defined componentwise and the canonical mor­
phisms Sio: Gio~ lliEI Gi are defined by Sio(X) = (XdiEI where Xio =
x and the other components are just O. If H is an abelian group and
Ii: Gi~H is a family of group homomorphisms, the unique factoriza­
tion f: lliEIGi~H is given by f((Xi)iEI) = ~iElli(Xi); this sum
makes sense since it contains just finitely many non-zero terms.

2.2.4.g In the category Rng of commutative rings with unit and corre­
sponding homomorphisms, the coproduct of a family (RdiEI is just their
generalized tensor product. We describe the construction in the case of
the coproduct RIIS of two rings and leave the infinite case to the reader.
So we define R II S to be the tensor product R®zS of the underlying
abelian groups. We provide it with the multiplication generated by

(r ® s) . (r' ® s') = (rr') ® (ss').
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This is easily seen to be a ring multiplication and we define

sR:R-----+RIlS, SR(r) =r01,

ss: S-----+R Il S, ss(s) = 10 s,
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to complete the definition of the coproduct. If f:R-----+T, g:S-----+T
are ring homomorphisms, we get the unique factorization h: RIl S -----+ T

as h (I::~=lri 0 sd = I::~=d(rdg(sd·

2.2.4.h In the category Banl of real Banach spaces and linear contrac­
tions, the coproduct of a family (Ci )iEI is given by

IliE1Ci = {(Xi)iEI IXi E Ci ; LiE11lxili < oo} ,

II(Xi)iEIII = LiE11lxiII-

The canonical inclusions Si: Ci-----+ lliEI Ci are defined as in the case
of abelian groups and are continuous with norm 1. If Ii: Ci -----+ B is a
family of linear contractions, we define

From I::iE1111i(Xi)11 :; I::iElllxil1 < 00 we conclude that the expression
I::iEI Ii(Xi) defining f makes sense and from

Lfi(xd :; L 111i(Xi)11 :; L Ilxill,
iEI iEI iEI

we deduce that f is in fact a linear contraction.

2.2.4.i If (X,:;) is a poset viewed as a category (see example 1.2.6.b),
defining the coproduct of a family is just defining its supremum.

2.3 Initial and terminal objects

Consider an empty family of objects in a category~. What does it mean
for the product of this family to exist? Well, it must be a pair (1, ( )iE0)
such that for each other pair (C, ( )iE0) there is a unique morphism
C~ 1 ... satisfying an empty condition! In short, the product of
an empty family is an object 1 with the property that every object C
is provided with exactly one morphism C -----+ 1. Dually for an empty
coproduct.
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Definition 2.3.1 An object 1 of a category is terminal (or final) when
every object C is provided with exactly one arrow from C to 1.
An object 0 ofa category is initial when every object C is provided with
exactly one arrow from 0 to C.

~xaInples 2.3.2

2.3.2.a In the category Set of sets and mappings, the empty set is the
initial object and a singleton is a terminal object. The same holds in the
category Top of topological spaces and continuous mappings.

2.3.2.b In the categories of groups, abelian groups, vector spaces, Ba­
nach spaces, and so on, (0) is both the initial and the terminal object.

2.3.2.c In the category Rng of commutative rings with a unit, (0) is
the terminal object and Z is the initial object.

2.4 ~qualizers, coequalizers

The notion of "product" defines a "limit object" (the product), starting
with a given family of objects. We want now to define "limit objects"
starting with data containing both objects and arrows.

Definition 2.4.1 Consider two arrows 1,9: A===:B in a category~.

An equalizer of I, 9 is a pair (K, k) where

(1) K is an object of~,
(2) k: K -----+A is an arrow of~ such that 10k = 90 k,

and such that for every pair (M, m) where

(1) M is an object of~,
(2) m: M -----+A is an arrow of~ such that 1 0 m = 90 m,

there exists a unique morphism n: M -----+ K such that m = k 0 n (see
diagram 2.2).
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Proposition 2.4.2 When it exists, the equalizer of two morphisms is
unique up to isomorphism.

Proof With the notation of 2.4.1, suppose (K, k) and (M, m) are
both equalizers of the pair f,g. Since (M,m) is an equalizer, there is a
morphism l: K~M such that k = mol. Therefore we have k = k 0 lK

and k = k 0 (n 0 l); since k is an equalizer, no l = lK. In the same way
lon=IM . D

We shall write Ker (I, g) for "the" equalizer of f, g.

Proposition 2.4.3 In a category~, when two arrows f,g:A~B
have an equalizer (K, k), the morphism k: K~ A is a monomorphism.

Proof Consider u, v:C~K such that k 0 u = k 0 v. The morphism
k 0 u is such that f 0 k 0 u = 9 0 k 0 u and factors in two ways (u and v)
through k; therefore u = v. D

By duality, one defines the "coequalizer" of two morphisms; when it
exists, it is unique up to isomorphism and is an epimorphism. We write
Coker (I, g) for "the" coequalizer of f, g.

Proposition 2.4.4 Let f: A~B be an arrow in a category ~. The
equalizer of the pair (I, f) always exists and is just the identity on A.

D

Proposition 2.4.5 In a category~, suppose the arrow f:A~B is
both an epimorphism and an equalizer. Then f is an isomorphism.

Proof Assume f is the equalizer of u, v. Then u 0 f = v 0 f and since
f is an epimorphism, u = v. But the equalizer of u = v: B~C is IB
(see 2.4.4). Therefore f is isomorphic to the identity on B and so is an
isomorphism. D

Examples 2.4.6

2.4.6.a In most "concrete" categories (Set, Top, Gr, Ab, BanI, Banoo '

Rng, ... ) the equalizer of two morphisms f, g: A~B is just given by

Ker (I, g) = {a E A If(a) = g(a)}

provided with the structure induced by that of A.

2.4.6.b In the category Set of sets and mappings, the coequalizer of

f A )B,g: )

is the quotient of B by the equivalence relation generated by the pairs
((I(a),g(a)) for every element a E A.
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2.4.6.c In the category of abelian groups, consider first a group ho­
momorphism f: A -----t B. The coequalizer of f and the zero homomor­
phism is just the quotient of B by the subgroup f (A). More generally,
the coequalizer of two morphisms f, g: A===tB is the coequalizer of
f - g: A -----t B and the zero morphism. An analogous description of the
coequalizer holds for categories of vector spaces or modules.

2.4.6.d In many "algebraic-like" structures, the situation is less simple
(groups, rings, ... ). The general procedure in those cases for comput­
ing the coequalizer of f, g: A===tB, is to construct the quotient of B
by the congruence generated by all the pairs (J(a), g(a)) for a E A.
This congurence is thus the smallest equivalence relation containing all
those pairs and closed under all the algebraic operations (see chapter 3,
volume 2).

2.4.6.e In the category Top of topological spaces and continuous map­
pings, the coequalizer is constructed as in Set and provided with the
quotient topology.

2.4.6.f In the category Haus of Hausdorff spaces or the category Comp
of compact Hausdorff spaces, the coequalizer of two continuous mappings
f, g: A===tB is the quotient of B by the closure R ~ B x B of the
equivalence relation R generated by the pairs (J(a),g(a)) for a E A.
The quotient of a Hausdorff space B by a closed equivalence relation R is
indeed another Hausdorff space and the quotient is compact as long as B
is compact (continuous image of a compact set). Now choose C Hausdorff
and h: B-----tC such that h 0 f = hog. The diagonal D..c ~ C x C is
closed and therefore (h x h) -1 (D..c) is a closed equivalence relation on
B containing all the pairs (J (a), g(a)) for a E A; thus it contains Rand
h factors through the quotient.

2.4.6.g In the category BanI of Banach spaces and linear contractions,
the coequalizer of a linear contraction f: A -----t B and the zero mapping
is just the quotient of B by the closure of f(A). The quotient by a closed
subspace indeed produces a Banach space. Moreover, if h: B-----tC is a
linear contraction such that h 0 f = 0, then h-1(0) is a closed subspace
containing f(A), thus also f(A); so h factors through the quotient. More
generally, the coequalizer of two linear contractions f, g: A===tB is the
same as the coequalizer of the linear contraction ~ (f - g) and the zero
mapping.
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Diagram 2.3

2.5 Pullbacks, pushouts

This is another example of a "limit object" constructed from objects
and arrows.

Definition 2.5.1 Consider two morphisms f: A--+C, g: B--+C in
a category rt'. A pullback of (f, g) is a triple (P, 1', g') where

(1) P is an object ofrt',

(2) 1': P--+B, g': P--+A are morphisms ofrt' such that fog' = gol',

and for every other triple (Q, 1", g") where

(1) Q is an object ofrt',

(2) 1": Q--+ B, g": Q --+A are morphisms of rt' such that fog" =

go f",
there exists a unique morphism q: Q --+P such that 1" = I' 0 q and
g" = g' 0 q (see diagram 2.3).

Proposition 2.5.2 When it exists, the pullback of two arrows is unique
up to isomorphism.

Proof Analoguous to that of 2.1.2. o

Proposition 2.5.3 With the conditions of 2.5.1, let us consider the
pullback (P,f',g') of (f,g).

(1) IE 9 is a monomorphism, g' is a monomorphism as well;
(2) IE 9 is an isomorphism, g' is an isomorphism as well.
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Prool If g is a monomorphism, consider two morphisms u, v: Q===t P
such that g' 0 u = g' 0 v. Put gil = g' 0 u and I" = I' 0 u. One has

I 0 gil = log' 0 u = g 0 I' 0 u = g 0 I"

and u: Q ---t P is therefore the unique possible factorization of (gil, 1")
through (g', 1'). But .

g' 0 v = g' 0 u = gil,

go!, 0 v = log' 0 v = log' 0 u = I 0 gil = g 0 I" ,

and since g is a monomorphism, I' 0 v = I". Thus v is another factor­
ization and u = v.

Now if g is an isomorphism, again with the notation of 2.5.1 let us
put Q = A, I" = g-l 0 I, gil = lA. We get a unique morphism q such
that g' 0 q = IA and I' 0 q = g-l 0 I. Now one computes immediately
from this that

g' 0 q 0 g' = IA 0 g' = g' = g' 0 I p ,

f' 0 q 0 g' ~ g-l 0 log' = g-l 0 go I' = I' = f' 0 Ip,

from which q 0 g' = Ip by the uniqueness condition in the definition of
a pullback. So g' 0 q = IA and q 0 g' = Ip, thus q = (g')-l. 0

Statement 2.5.3.(1) is very often referred to as the fact that "the
pullback of a monomorphism is a monomorphism". The dual notion of
a "pullback" is that of a "pushout". In particular, "the pushout of an
epimorphism is an epimorphism" .

Observe that the pullback of an epimorphism is in general not an
epimorphism. For example in the category Haus of Hausdorff spaces
and continuous mappings, I: X---tY is an epimorphism when I(X) is
dense in Y (see 1.8.5.c). In particular I need not be surjective; assume it
is not. Choose y E Y\/(X); the pullback of y and I is just the empty set
(see diagram 2.4). The empty set is by no means dense in the singleton
so that the left vertical arrow is no longer an epimorphism.

Definition 2.5.4 In a category SiI, the kernel pair of an arrow

!:A )B

is (when it exists) the pullback (P, 0:, /3) of! with itself

Proposition 2.5.5 In a category SiI, if the kernel pair (P, 0:, /3) of an
arrow ! exists, 0: and /3 are epimorphisms.
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Diagram 2.5

Proof From f 0 IA = f 0 IA one gets a unique factorization {j such
that 0:: 0 {j = lA, (30 {j = IA. Thus {j is a monomorphism and 0::, (3 are
epimorphisms (see 1.7.2, 1.8.2 and diagram 2.5). D

The following result is obvious, but will prove to have interesting con­
sequences.

Proposition 2.5.6 Consider a morphism f:A~B in a category~.

The following conditions are equivalent:

(1) f is a monomorphism;
(2) the kernel pair of f exists and is given by (A, lA, IA);

(3) the kernel pair (P, 0::, (3) of f exists and is such that 0:: = (3. D

Let us now indicate two interesting properties relating kernel pairs
and coequalizers. '

Proposition 2.5.7 In a category ~, if a coequalizer has a kernel pair,
it is the coequalizer of its kernel pair.
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c

Diagram 2.6

Proof Consider diagram 2.6 where f = Coker (x, y) and 0:, {3 is the
kernel pair of f. From fox = f 0 y one deduces the existence of a unique
factorization z such that 0: 0 z = x, {3o Z = y.

If goo: = g 0 {3, then g 0 x = goo: 0 Z = g 0 {3 0 z = goy and we get a
unique factorization h through f = Coker (x, y). D

Proposition 2.5.8 In a category~, if a kernel pair has a coequalizer,
it is the kernel pair of its coequalizer.

Proof We again consider diagram 2.6, supposing now that (0:, (3) is the
kernel pair of g and f = Coker (0:, (3). Since goo: = go {3, one gets a
unique factorization h through f = Coker (0:, (3).

Now take x, y such that fox = f 0 y. This implies go x = h 0 fox =

h 0 f 0 y = goy, from which there is a unique factorization z such that
0: 0 z = x, {3o Z = y. D

Let us conclude the body of this section with the so-called "associa­
tivity property" of pullbacks.

Proposition 2.5.9 In a category ~ consider diagram 2.7, which is com­
mutative.

(1) If the squares (I) and (II) are pullbacks, the outer rectangle is a
pullback

(2) If ~ has pullbacks, if the square (II) is a pullback and the outer
rectangle is a pullback, then the square (I) is also a pullback.

Proof If (I) and (II) are pullbacks and go fox = eo y, there is a unique
z such that b 0 z = y, do z = fox. From do z = fox we find a unique
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Diagram 2.7

w such that a 0 w = z, cow = x. In particular boa 0 w = b 0 z = y. If
w' is another morphism such that boa 0 w' = y and cow' = x, we have
bo(aow') = bo(aow) and do(aow') = focow' = fox = focow = do(aow).
Since (II) is a pullback, aow' = aow. On the other hand cow' = x = cow,
thus w = w' since (I) is a pullback.

Under the assumptions of (2), compute the pullback (A',c',a') of f
and d. Since doa = f oc, one gets a unique factorization h: A~A' such
that a' 0 h = a, c' 0 h = c. The triple (A, c, boa) is, by assumption, the
pullback of (go f, e). Applying (1), we know that (A', c', boa') is another
such pullback. h is a factorization beween those pullbacks because c'oh =

c and boa' 0 h = boa. By uniqueness of the pullback (see 1.5.2), h is an
isomorphism and thus (I) is a pullback. 0

Examples 2.5.10

2.5.IO.a With the notation of 2.5.1, the pullback of the pair (f,g) in
the category Set of sets and mappings is given by

P = {(a, b) la E A , bE B , f(a) = g(b)} ,

g' (a, b) = a, !'(a, b) = b.

2.5.10.b Under the conditions of 2.5.1O.a, when B is a subset of C
and 9 is the canonical inclusion, P is isomorphic to f-l(B), the inverse
image of B along f.
2.5.10.c Under the conditions of 2.5.1O.a, if both A and B are subsets
of C with f, 9 the canonical inclusions, P is isomorphic to the intersec­
tion AnB.

2.5.10.d In the category Set of sets and mappings, the kernel pair
(P, 0:, 13) of a morphism f: A~B is given by

p = {(ai, a2) lal E A, a2 E A, f(al) = f(a2)} ,

o:(al, a2) = al,; f3(all a2) = a2.
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Diagram 2.8

It is the equivalence relation on A determined by f. In other words, the
image f (A) of f is the quotient of A by that equivalence relation.

Due to 2.5.3 and 2.5.1O.b,c, when the squares of diagram 2.8 are pull­
backs with g, P, q monomorphisms, we shall write P as f-l(C) and call
it "the inverse image of C along f" (to be precise, we should refer to 9

instead of C); in the same way we shall write Q as X n Y and call it the
intersection of X and Y (in fact, of P and q).

2.6 Limits and colimits

In this section, we introduce the general definition of "limit of a functor"
which will turn out to contain as special cases the various constructions
of the previous sections of this chapter.

Definition 2.6.1 Given a functor F: ~---'t~, a cone on F consists of

(1) an object C E ~,

(2) for every object D E ~, a morphism PD: C ---'t F D in ~,

in such a way that for every morphism d: D---'tD' in~, PDf = FdoPD.

Definition 2.6.2 Given a functor F: ~---'t~, a limit of F is a cone
(L, (PD)DEEJd) on F such that, for every cone (M, (qD)DEEJd) on F, there
exists a unique morphism m: M ---'t L such that for every object D E ~,

qD =PD om.

Again, a proof analoguous to that of 2.1.2 yields:

Proposition 2.6.3 When a functor F: ~---'t~ admits a limit, that
limit is unique up to isomorphism. 0

In the same way one has:

Proposition 2.6.4 If(L, (PD)DEEJd) is a limit ofthefunctor F: ~---'t~,
two morphisms j, g:M~L in ~ are equal as long as for every object
DE!!), PD 0 j = PD 0 g.
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f: A )B
--(3=--~)

Diagram 2.9

Proof f and 9 are two factorizations of the cone (M, (PD 0 f) DE~)
through the limit. 0

Due to the importance of the notion of limit, it is probably worth
while to write out explicitly the dual notion of "colimit" .

Definition 2.6.5 Given a functor F: ~------+~, a cocone on F consists
in

(1) an object C E ~,

(2) for every object D E~, a morphism SD: FD------+C in~,

in such a way that for every morphism d: D' ------+ D in ~, S D' = SD 0 F d.

Definition 2.6.6 Given a functor F: ~------+~, a colimit ofF is a cocone
(L, (sD)DE~) on F such that, for every cocone (M, (tD)DE~) on F, there
exists a unique morphism m: L ------+ M such that for every object D E ~,

tD =moSD·

Let us now observe that the constructions of the previous sections are
special cases of the notion of limit.

Examples 2.6.7

2.6.7.a Given a set I, let us view it as a discrete category ..F (see
1.2.6.c). Giving a functor F:..F ------+~ to a category ~ is just giving a
family Fi E ~, i E I, of objects and defining the limit of F is just
defining the product TIiEIFi.

2.6.7.b Consider the category f defined by

IfI= {A,B},

f(A,A) = {IA}, f(B,B) = {IB},

f(A, B) = {a, (3}, f(B, A) = 0,

and sketched in diagram 2.9. Giving a functor F from f to a category
~ is just giving two arrows Fa, F(3: F A-==tFB in ~ and defining the
limit of F is just defining the equalizer of Fa, F(3.

2.6.7.c Consider the category & defined by

& = {A, B, C},

&(A, A) = {IA}, &(B,B) = {IB}, &(C,C) = {Ie},
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f!lJ:

Limits

B

A --a-=------*) C

Diagram 2.10

Diagram 2.11

f!lJ(A,C) = {a}, f!lJ(B,C) = {,B},

f!lJ(C, A) = f!lJ(C, B) = f!lJ(A, B) = f!lJ(B, A) = 0,

and sketched in diagram 2.10. Giving a functor F from f!lJ to a category
CC is just giving a pair

Fa: FA-----4)FC, F,B: F B-----4)FC

of arrows in CC and defining the limit of F is just defining the pullback
of Fa, F,B.

2.6.7.d The previous examples can be dualized to present the notions
of coproduct, coequalizer and pushout as special cases of the general
notion of colimit.

2.6.7.e A category f» is connected when it is non-empty and, given two
objects D, D' E f», there exists a finite "zigzag" in f» as in diagram 2.11.
Consider an object A of a category d and the corresponding constant
functor 6.A:f»------+d on d (see 1.2.8.e). If (JD:6.A(D)------+M)DE~

is a Cocone on F and D, D' are connected by the above zigzag, one
immediately gets

fD = fDo = fDl = fD2 = ... = fD2n-2 = fD2n-l = fD2n = fD';

thus the cocone is a constant one. Therefore (A, (lA)DE~) is the colimit
of 6.A.

2.6.7.f Observe that the colimit of a constant functor 6.A:[I}------+d
is generally not given by the object A. Indeed, in general A II A ~ A.
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2.7 Complete categories

It could sound reasonable to define a complete category as one such that
every functor into it admits a limit. Unfortunately this doesn't produce
any relevant notion, due to set theoretical reasons. For example if ~
is a discrete category and F: ~ -----t Set is a functor to the category of
sets, the limit of F should be the cartesian product of all sets F D. ..
which does not exist (in general) if the indices (the objects of ~) do not
themselves constitute a set. More precisely:

Proposition 2.7.1 Consider a category ~ such that, for every category
~ and every functor F: ~-----t~, the limit of F exists. In that case, ~
is just a preordered class. The same conclusion holds when "category"
is replaced everywhere by "small category" or "finite category".

Proof Let us use the axiom system of universes (see section 1.1) so that
the objects of ~ constitute a set in some universe. We must prove that
for any two objects G1 , G2 of~, ~(Gll G2 ) has at most one element. If
this were not the case, consider two distinct morphisms f, g: G1 ===t G2

in ~ between some fixed objects Gll G2 • By assumption, the "power
object" (G2 )#«J, product of #~ copies of G2 , exists, where #~ denotes
the cardinal of the set of arrows of~. Using just the arrows f and g, we
can already construct 2#«J distinct cones (G1 -----t G2 )#«J and therefore
2#«J distinct factorizations G1 -----t (G2 ) #«J. But this set of factorizations
is a subset of the set of all arrows, thus 2#«J ~ #~. This contradicts the
Cantor Theorem. The same proof applies to the cases of small or finite
categories. 0

The pertinent definition is in fact

Definition 2.7.2 A category ~ is complete when every functor

F:~ )~,

with ~ a small category, has a limit.
The category ~ is finitely complete when every functor

F:~ )~,

with ~ a finite category, has a limit.

By duality, we get the notion of a cocomplete category. See 1.2.3 for
the notion of a small category.

When the limit of a functor F: ~ -----t CC exists with ~ a "large" (=
non-small) category, we shall sometimes call it a "large limit". For ex­
ample the product of all sets exists ... and is just the empty set!



60 Limits

2.8 Existence theorem for limits

Consider a functor F: f»~ Set where f» is a small category and Set
is the category of sets. It is rather straightforward to verify that the set

L = {(XD)DE~ IXD E FD; Vf:D~D' in f» Ff(XD) = XD'}

provided with the obvious projections PD:L~FD is the limit of F.
It should be observed that L is in fact a subobject of the product
TIDE~FD and, more precisely, L is the equalizer of the two mappings

0:, 13:

where O:((XD)DE~) = (Xtargetoff)fE~'

13((xD)DE~) = (Ff(xsourceoff))fE~'

We shall now prove that this construction generalizes to an arbitrary
category, from which the existence of limits will follow from that of
produCts and equalizers. For brevity, we abbreviate "target of f" and
"source of f" just as t(f), s(f).

Theorem 2.8.1 A category C(l is complete precisely when each family
of objects has a product and each pair of parallel arrows has an
equalizer.

Proof Let us first make clear that by "family", we always mean a set
indexed family. We know already that completeness implies the existence
of products and equalizers (see examples 2.6.7).

Conversely, consider a small category f» and a functor F: f» ~C(l.
We construct the products

(II FD, (P'o)DE~) and (II F(t(f)), (P«n) fE~)'
DE~ fE~

0: is the unique factorization such that p'j 0 0: = P~(f) for every f E f»;
13 is the unique factorization such that p'j 0 13 = F f 0 P:(f) for every
f E P) and (L, l) is the equalizer of the pair (0:,13) (see diagram 2.12).
We define PD = P'o 0 1and we shall prove that (L, (pD)DE~) is the limit
of the functor F.

First of all, for a morphism f: D~D' in f» we have

F fopD = F f 0 P'o 0 1= p'J 0 13 0 I = p'J 0 0: 0 1= P'o, 0 1= PD',
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Diagram 2.12
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so that (L, (PD)DE!~) is indeed a cone on F. Moreover, if (M, (qD)DE!~)

is another cone on F, there exists a unique factorization q' such that
P'v 0 q' = qD for every D E f». But for every f: D----*D' in f» one has

" " ,PI 0 a 0 q = PD' 0 q

=qD'

= FfoqD

= Ffop'voq'

" f3 '= PI 0 0 q,

from which a 0 q' = f3 0 q'. This implies the existence of a unique factor­
ization q: M ----* L such that l 0 q = q'. Putting these relations together
yields

'l "PD 0 q = PD 0 0 q = PD 0 q = qD,

so that q is indeed the required factorization. To prove its uniqueness,
consider another morphism q such that PD 0 q = qD for every D E f».
Since l is a monomorphism (see 2.4.3), it remains to prove that loq = loq;
this is equivalent to proving P'v 0 l 0 q = P'v 0 l 0 q for each D E f» (see
2.6.4). This last equality holds since

P'v 0 l 0 q = P'v 0 q' = qD = PD 0 q = P'v 0 l 0 q. o

It should be noticed that while the existence of all limits implies that
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of all products, the existence of the single limit (L, (PD)DE!';) in dia­
gram 2.12 does not imply the existence of the two corresponding prod­
ucts used in the proof (see exercise 2.17.4). But when those two products
and the limit exist, the limit is again the equalizer of a, (3 (see exercise
2.17.10).

Proposition 2.8.2 For a category Iff, the following conditions are equiv­
alent:

(1) ~ is finitely complete;

(2) ~ has a terminal object, binary products and equalizers;

(3) ~ has a terminal object and pullbacks.

Proof (1) => (2) and (1) => (3) are obvious. Let us now assume (2).
By associativity of products (see 2.1.3) the product of a finite (and non­
empty) family of objects exists as long as binary products do. Observing
the proof of 2.8.1, it suffices now to notice that when fi) is finite, so are
the products involved in the proof.

Assuming (3), observe that in the pullback of diagram 2.13 (P,PA,PB)

is the product of A, B, since 1 is terminal. It remains to prove the exis­
tence of equalizers to establish conditions (2). Given f, g: A::::tB, com­
pute the pullback of diagram 2.14. Composing with the two projections
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of the product A x B, we get

k = PA 0 (~A) 0 k = PA 0 (~A) 0 l = l,

f 0 k = PB 0 (~A) 0 k = PB 0 (~A) 0 l = go l = go k.

Moreover, if x: X ----+A is such that fox = go x, one has (~A) 0 X =

(~A )ox from which there is a unique y: X ----+P such that x = koy = loy.

Thus k = Ker(f,g). 0

We have introduced the notion of limit for a functor F: ~----+.XI

defined on a category ~. An apparently more general approach would
have been to replace the category ~ by "a graph with commutativity
conditions" (see section 5.1); in fact the notion of limit on such a graph is
equivalent to that of limit on the category generated by the graph. Our
choice generally makes life easier and is good enough for the applications,
if one observes the following property whose proof is obvious.

Proposition 2.8.3 Consider a functor F: ~----+.XI and a family (fi)iEI
ofmorphisms of~ such that each morphism of the category ~ is a com­
posite h 0 ..• 0 fin' A cone on F isjust a pair (A, (PD: A----+FD)DEft)
where, for each Ii: D----+D' of the given family, Ffi 0 PD = PDf. 0

Definition 2.8.4 A category ~ is finitely generated when

(1) ~ has finitely many objects,
(2) there are finitely many arrows II, ... ,f n such that each arrow of~

is the composite of finitely many of these fi.

Proposition 2.8.5 Let F: ~ ----+.xI be a functor, with .xl finitely com­
plete and ~ finitely generated. Then the limit of F exists.

Proof Because of 2.8.3 and with the notation of 2.8.4, it suffices in the
proof of 2.8.1 to take as second product II~=IF(t(fi))' 0

Example 2.8.6

It follows immediately from 2.1.7,2.2.4,2.4.6 and 2.8.1 that the following
categories are complete and cocomplete: Set, Ab, Rng, BanI, .... A poset
is complete as a category precisely when it is complete as a poset (see
2.1.7.h, 2.4.4 and 2.8.1).

2.9 Limit preserving functors

'l'his section is devoted to some observations on functors which commute
with the construction of limits.
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Definition 2.9.1 A functor F:.sit~f.!4 preserves limits when, for
every small category ~ and every functor G: ~~.sit, if the limit
(L, (PD)DE!~) ofG exists, then (FL, (FpD)De't) is the limit of FoG.

As an immediate consequence of 2.8.1, we get

Proposition 2.9.2 Let.sit be a (finitely) complete category and f.!4
an arbitrary category. A functor F:.sit ~f.!4 preserves (finite) limits
precisely when it preserves (finite) products and equalizers. 0

In fact this result can be improved, requiring just the existence of
products in .sit (see exercise 2.17.6).

Proposition 2.9.3 A functor which preserves pullbacks also preserves
monomorphisms.

Proof By 2.5.6. o
There are interesting situations in which a functor preserves limits,

even when not all limits exist. Here is a first basic example.

Proposition 2.9.4 Consider a category Ifl and an object C E Ifl. The
representable functor Ifl(C, -): Ifl~ Set preserves all existing limits,
including large ones. In particular, it preserves monomorphisms. -

Proof Consider a functor F:~~1fl with limit (L,(PD)DE~) and a
cone (qD: M ~1fl(C, FD)) DE~ over Ifl(C, F-) in the category of sets.

For each element m EM, the family (qD (m): C~F D) DE~ is a cone
on F and therefore there exists a unique morphism q(m):C~L in Ifl
such that for each D E ~, PD 0 q(m) = qD (m). This defines a mapping
q: M ~1fl(C, L) with the property Ifl(C,PD) 0 q = qD for each D E ~.

The uniqueness of q results immediately from that of the q(m) 'so The
last assertion follows from 2.9.3. 0

It is worth dualizing the previous result. Applying it to the dual cat­
egory Ifl* yields

The functors Ifl* (C, - ): Ifl*~Set preserve limits.

Therefore, in terms of Ifl, we obtain

Proposition 2.9.5 Consider a category Ifl and an object C E Ifl. The
representable functor Ifl(-, C): Ifl~ Set transforms existing colimits
into limits and in particular epimorphisms into monomorphisms. 0

Let us recall that <i?(-, C) is a contravariant functor, thus reverses the
direction of morphisms!
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Definition 2.9.6 Let F:.xI -----+~ be a functor. F reflects limits when,
for every functor G: ~ -----+.xI with ~ a small category and every cone
(L, (PD)DE~) on G, if (FL, (FpD)DE~) is the limit of FoG in el, then
(L, (PD)DE~) is the limit ofG in.xl.

Proposition 2.9.7 Let F:.xI -----+el be a limit preserving functor. If.xl
is complete and F reflects isomorphisms, F also reflects limits.

Proof Consider a functor G: ~-----+.xI with ~ a small category.
Consider the limit (L, (PD)DE~) of G; (FL, (FpD)DE~) is thus the
limit of FoG. Consider now another cone (M, (qD)DE~) such that
(FM, (FqD)De~) is also the limit of FoG. In .xl we have a unique
factorization f: M -----+ L of the second cone through the limit. In el,
F f is just a factorization between two limits of FoG, thus F f is an
isomorphism. Therefore f itself is an isomorphism and (M, (qD)DE~) is
a limit of G. 0

Let us also consider the case of finitely generated limits (see 2.8.4).

Proposition 2.9.8 Let.xl, el be finitely complete categories and

F:.xI )el

a functor which preserves (or reflects) finite limits. Then F preserves (or
reflects) finitely generated limits.

Proof A finitely generated limit can be expressed via equalizers and
finite products (see 2.8.5), from which the result follows. 0

Finally let us observe that without any further assumption:

Proposition 2.9.9 A full and faithful functor F: .xl -----+el reflects lim­
its.

Proof Let G:~-----+.xI be a functor and (PD:L-----+GD)DE~a cone
on G such that (FPD: FL-----+FGD)DE~ is a limit cone. Given another
cone (qD: M -----+GD)DE~' we get a unique factorization l: FM -----+FL
such that FPD 0 l = FqD. Since F is full and faithful, there exists a
unique m: M -----+L such that F(m) = l and therefore PD om = qD. 0

Applying proposition 2.9.2 and examples 2.1.7,2.2.4 and 2.4.6, we get
the following examples.

Examples 2.9.10

2.9.10.a The forgetful functor U: Top-----+Set mapping a topological
SPace to its underlying set preserves limits and colimits.

2.9.10.b The forgetful functor U: Ab----+Set mapping an abelian group
to its underlying set preserves limits.
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2.9.10.c Consider Ban!, the category of Banach spaces and linear
contractions, and the obvious forgetful functor U: Ban! ----+ Set which
maps a Banach space to its underlying set and a linear contraction to the
corresponding mapping. Example 2.1.7.d shows that U does not preserve
arbitrary products, but just finite products. Now consider the functor
B: Ban! ----+ Set mapping a Banach space to its closed unit ball and a
linear contraction to its restriction at the level of unit balls. Example
2.1.7.d shows immediately that for a family (Ci)iEI of Banach spaces,
the unit ball of the Banach space IIiEI Ci is just the usual cartesian
product of the unit balls of the various Ci's; indeed

sup Ilxi II :s; 1 {::> Vi E I Ilxi II :s; 1.
iEI

Therefore the functor B preserves arbitrary products. It also preserves
equalizers (example 2.4.6.a), so it preserves limits (see 2.9.2). Another
proof consists in observing that the "unit ball functor" is just the functor
represented by lR (see 2.9.4).

2.9.10.d The category Ab of abelian groups is complete and the for­
getful functor U: Ab----+Set reflects isomorphisms, so it reflects limits
(see 2.9.7).

2.9.10.e The category Ban! is complete and the "unit ball functor"
B: Ban! ----+Set reflects isomorphisms (a linear mapping between Ba­
nach spaces is an isometry precisely when it induces a bijection between
the unit balls). Therefore B reflects limits (see 2.9.7).

2.10 Absolute colimits

In the previous section we were concerned with a functor preserving all
limits. Now we shall have a look at those limits preserved by all functors.
In fact we shall develop the theory in the case of colimits since this is
the case most commonly referred to in the examples.

Definition 2.10.1 Consider a functor G: ~----+d with colirnit

(L, (PD)DE!~)'

That colirnit is absolute when for every functor F: d ----+f1I,

(FL, (FpD)DE5»)
is the colirnit of FoG.

Here is the most famous example of an absolute colimit.
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Diagram 2.15

Proposition 2.10.2 In a category !fl, consider arrows f, g, q, r, s as in
diagram 2.15. When the relations

q 0 f = q 0 g, go r = 1B, so q = for, q 0 s = Ie,

hold, (C, q) is the coequalizer of the pair (I, g) and this coequalizer is

absolute.

Proof By assumption, qo f = qog. Ifp: B ----+ D is such that po f = pog,

define t = P 0 s. One has

toq=posoq

=pofor

=pogor

=p,

and if t is such that t 0 q = p,

t=toqos

=pos

=t.

So (C, q) = Coker (I, g) and since the equalities of the statement are
preserved by any functor, the same conclusion applies to the image of
(liagram 2.15 under any functor. 0

The conditions in proposition 2.10.2 are not necessary for having an
~lute coequalizer (see exercise 2.17.7).

l1:xamples 2.10.3
,h

rf.10.3.a In the category Set of sets,. consider an equivalence relation
'8, ~ B x B on the set B (see diagram 2.16). Write PbP2 for the two
projections and (Q, q) for their coequalizer, thus for the quotient of B by
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R (see example 2.4.4.b). Using the axiom of choice, for every equivalence
class [b] E Q choose an element s(b) E [b]; this defines s such that
q 0 s = 1Q. Now define r(b) = ((s 0 q)(b), b); since (q 0 s 0 q)(b) = q(b),
r takes values in R. Since moreover PI 0 r = so q and P2 0 r = 1B, the
coequalizer is absolute.

2.10.3.b In the category VecK of vector spaces over a field K, an argu­
ment analogous to that in (a) can be developed, using for R a subspace
of B x B which is an equivalence relation on B (what is called a "con­
gruence" on B). The existence of s is again a consequence of the axiom
of choice: given a basis (ei)iEI of Q, choose s(ei) a representative of the
class ei.

2.10.3.c More generally suppose that in a category you have dia­
gram 2.17, where q is the coequalizer of (1,9), (1,9) is the kernel pair
of q and q 0 s = 1Q. In this case the pair (s 0 q, 1B ):B~B factors
through the pullback via a morphism r: B~R and we get an absolute
coequalizer.

2.10.3.d Let M be a left module on the ring R with unit. In the cate­
gory of abelian groups, the scalar multiplication on M yields a morphism
f..£: R 0 M~M, while the unit and the multiplication of R yield mor­
phisms e: 7l~R, m: R 0 R~R (all tensor produ~ts are over 7l).
In the category of abelian groups, diagram 2.18 satisfies the conditions
of proposition 2.10.2 and thus (M, f..£) is the absolute coequalizer of the
pair (10 f..£, m 01).
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2.11 Final functors

The main result of this section should be compared with the classical
fact, in real or complex analysis, that when a sequence converges, any
sub-sequence of it converges to the same limit.

Definition 2.11.1 A functorG: C(l----"t~ is final when the following con­
'ditions are satisfied for every category d and every functor F: ~ ----"t d :

(1) if the limit (L, (PD)De~) ofF exists, then (L, (PGC )cE'~) is the limit
ofFoG;

X2) if the limit (L, (qc)cec) of FoG exists, then the limit of F exists
~ as well.

~:. Observe that in condition (2), applying condition (1) implies imme­
iWately that the limit of F has the form (L, (PD)DE~) with PGC = qc.
I'ery often, one abbreviates this definition by just saying that the limit
WF exists if and only if the limit of FoG exists and those limits are
!l".

~al.

~.!.;~~~:~e:::~~::~::r:e:::(:t:;:~O~.:~8~~inga final func-

FrOPosition 2.11.2 A functor G: C(l----"tfi) is final as long as it satisfies
(the following two conditions (see diagram 2.19):

f(l) \;fD E fi) 3G E C(l 3d: GC ----"t D ;
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FGC'

Diagram 2.20

(2) 'tiC, C' E C{j 'tiD E ~ 'tid: GC-----'?D 'tid': GC'-----'?D
3C" E C{j 3e: C" -----'? C 3e': C" -----'? C' sueh that doGe = d'oGe'.

Proof Let F: ~-----'?d be a functor. Every cone (M, (qD)DE!~) on
F immediately induces a cone (M, (qac)eec) on FoG. Conversely,
consider a cone (M, (re )cec) on FoG; we shall prove that it induces
a unique cone (M, (qD)DE!~) on F such that qae = re. Given D E~,

choose C E C{j and d: GC-----'?D. Define qD = Fd 0 re. First of all, this
definition is independent of the choices of C and d. Indeed, choosing
C' E C{j and d': GC' -----'?D, assumption (2) ensures the existence of e, e'
in C{j such that do Ge = d' 0 Ge'. The three pieces of diagram 2.20 are thus
commutative, from which Fd 0 re = Fd' 0 rei. Notice that in particular
qae = re (choose d = lac). On the other hand this requirement qae =

re ensures that, in the previous situation, qD = Fd 0 qae = Fd 0 re
from which the required uniqueness of the cone (qD)De~ follows.

The rest of the proof is straightforward computation. If (L, (PD)DE!~)
is the limit of F, (L, (pae )cec) is a cone on FoG; it is a limit cone
because every other cone (M, (rc)eec) on FoG can be "extended" to
a cone (M, (qD)Dec) which factors uniquely through the limit of F. An
analogous argument proves the converse implication. 0

Here is a special case of interest.

Proposition 2.11.3 Consider a category ~ with pullbacks and a full
subcategory C{j S;;; ~ which satisfies the condition

'tiD E ~ 3C E C{j 3d: C ) D.

Then the inclusion ~ <-...t ~ is a final functor.
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G'

Diagram 2.21
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Proof Consider objects G, G' E C{j and morphisms d, d' as in dia­
gram 2.21. Construct (P,p, q), the pullback of d and d' in £0, and choose
a morphism r: Gil~P with Gil E C{j. Since C{j is full in £0, po r and
q 0 r are in C{j and do p 0 r = d' 0 q 0 r. Deduce the conclusion by 2.11.2.

o
Another useful case is

Proposition 2.11.4 Consider a category £0 with an initial object O.
The inclusion of the subcategory {O} in £0 is a final functor.

Proof

,2.3.1).
Obvious by 2.11.2 and the definition of an initial object (see

o

iCorollary 2.11.5 Consider a category £0 with an initial object 0 and an
l~bitrary functor F: £0~d. Let us write 0D: 0~D for the unique
~~w from 0 to D in £0. In these conditions, the limit of F exists and
~gJven by (FO,(FOD)DE~)' 0
~.,.
j'j'

rollary 2.11.6 Consider a category £0 with an initial object O. With
e notation of the previous corollary, (0, (OD)DE>lI) is the limit of the
entity functor £0 = ~. 0

\. Let us comment on this last result. Roughly speaking, it says that
colimit of the empty functor is also the limit of the identity functor.

. fact admits an interesting generalization (see exercise 2.17.2) show­
. that the colimit of a functor F:~~d can always be described

lea.n.onically via the limit of another functor G:~~d. The price to
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F(C, D)F(c, ID~F(C',D)

F(!e'dll~ IF(Je''d1

F(C, D')F(c, IDI)F(C', D')

Diagram 2.22

pay is that when f» is a small category, ~ has no longer any reason to
be small. In the example of the initial object, f» is empty but ~ is equal
to d.

2.12 Interchange of limits

Given a functor F: f»-----'?d and its limit (L, (PD)DE~)'one often writes
lim F D for the object L. This notation is somewhat ambiguous since it
does not mention the arrows of f», but used with care, it will turn out
to be useful when computing limits and colimits.

We are now interested in the study of the limit of a functor

and we would like to prove the interchange property

limcec (limDE~F(C, D)) ~ limDE~(limcecF(C, D)),

as long as all the involved limits exist. We had better give a precise
meaning to this statement.

For every fixed object C E ~, there is a functor

F(C,-):f» )d

defined by

F(C, - )(D) = F(C, D), F(C, - )(d) = F(lc, d),

for an object D and an arrow d of f». By limDE~F(C,D) we mean the
limit of that functor F(C,-). Now every morphism c:C-----,?C' in ~
induces an arrow F(c, ID) of d for every object D E ~; moreover dia­
gram 2.22 commutes for every arrow d: D-----,?D' in P). In other words,
the arrow c: C-----,?C' induces a natural transformation

F(c, -): F(C, -) '* F(C', -).
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Now suppose limDE!ZiF(C, D) and limDE!ZiF(C' ,D) exist. The com­
posites

limDE!ZiF(C,D) PD ) F(C, D) F(e, ID\F(C' , D)

obviously constitute a cone on the functor F(C' , - ), from which it fol­
lows that there is a unique factorization written

and such that PD 0 limDE!ZiF(e, ID) = F(e, ID) 0 PD. (We have written
PD and PD for the projections of the limits of F(C, -) and F(C' , -).)
When all the functors F(C, -) have a limit, we can define a new functor

L: Cfl ).4,

where C E ICflI and e is an arrow of Cfl. We must prove that L is indeed

a functor. For example given two arrows C~C/~C" in Cfl, we
deduce immediately that

"I I IPD 0 Le 0 Le = F(e, ID) 0 PD 0 Le

= F(e' , ID) 0 F(e, ID) 0 PD

= F(e' 0 e, ID) 0 PD,

'10 that Le' oLe = L(e' oe). An analogous argument holds for the identity
:axiom.
';'.:Y'.

! The limit of the previous functor L, when it exists, is exactly what we

f
i...••.,•.•.••.,...enote by limcE'~' (limDE!ZiF(C, D)). An analogous description holds for
• DE!Zi(limcE'~,F(C,D)). The interchange property
,~:

, limcE'~,(limDE!ZiF(C,D)) S:! limDE!Zi(limCecF(C, D))

eans that the "canonical morphisms" connecting these two limits are in
t isomorphisms (this is indeed stronger than the existence of "some
morphism"). Let us just describe these "canonical morphisms" be­
een the two limits.

Starting with the limit of L described above, we have the correspond­
projections

lim L _""-Pc,,,--~) limDE!ZiF(C, D) -,,-,PD",--~) F(C, D).
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For a fixed object D E f!) and a morphism c: C --.-+C' in Cfl we have,
using the previous notation

F(c, ID) 0 PD 0 Pc = p'rJ 0 limDE~F(c, ID) 0 Pc

= p'rJ 0 Pc'·

This shows that the composites PD 0 Pc constitute a cone on the func­
tor F(-, D) from which it follows that there is a unique factorization
AD: limL--.-+limcE'~,F(C, D) such that Pc 0 AD = PD 0 Pc, where the
Pc denote the canonical projections of the limit limcE'~,F(C,D). Given
an arrow d: D--.-+D' in f!) we have also (writing P~ for the projections
of the limit limcE'~,F(C, D'))

P~ 0 limcE'~,F(lc, d) 0 AD = F(lc, d) 0 Pc 0 AD

= F(lc,d) 0PD 0pc

= PD' °pc

=p~oAD"

from which limcE'~,F(lc, d) 0 AD = AD' and we get the fact that those
arrows (AD )DE~ constitute a cone. This implies the existence of a unique
factorization A: lim L--.-+ limDE!lI (limcE'~,p( C, D)). Analogously we can
define a canonical morphism in the other direction

f..£: limDE~(limcecF(C, D)) -----+) limcec(limDE!lIF(C, D)).

The precise meaning of the interchange property for limits is the fact
that A, f..£ are inverse isomorphisms.

Proposition 2.12.1 Consider a complete category d and two small
categories Cfl,~. Given a functor F: Cfl x f!) --.-+d and using the previous
notations, the following interchange property holds:

limCE't (limDE!lIF(C, D)) 9:! limDE!lI (limcE'tF(C, D) ).

Proof We want to prove that the two composites A, f..£ in the previous
discussion are inverse isomorphisms. By 2.6.4, f..£ 0 A = 1 reduces to the
equalities

PD 0 Pc 0 f..£ 0 A = PD 0 Pc

which are straightforward from the definitions of A and f..£; an analogous
argument holds for A0 f..£. 0

Examples 2.12.2

2.12.2.a Consider two sets I and J viewed as discrete categories oF
and J; a functor F: oF x J~d is just a family Fij of objects of d
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(see example 2.6.7.a). When d has products, the interchange property
reduces to the formula

II (II Fij ) ~ II (II Fij )
iEI jEJ jEJ iEI

which can be seen as an instance of the general associativity law for
products (see 2.1.6); that law asserts in fact that both expressions are

isomorphic to IIi,jFij .

2.12.2.b Consider a set I, viewed as a discrete category J, and the
category f = {.===t.} of example 2.6.7.b. A functor F:J x f-----'?d
is a family (li,gi:Ai===tBi)iEI of pairs of arrows in d. When d is
complete, the interchange property reduces to

Ker (II Ii, II 9i) ~ II Ker (Ii, gi).
iEI iEI iEI

2.13 Filtered colimits

Let us consider again a functor F: C(l x ~ -----'? d as in the previous
section, and let us look this time at the mixed interchange property

colim cell (limDE!ZlF(C, D)) ~ limDE!Zl (colim CE'CF(C, D))

when all the limits and colimits involved in this formula exist. The pre­
cise meaning of each side of the formula is obvious from the considera­
tions of the previous section. Let us also note the existence of a canonical
morphism

A:colimcE'c(limDE!ZlF(C, D))--~)limDE!Zl(colimcE'~J'F(C,D)).

The existence of A is equivalent to the existence of a cone

~d the existence of each AD reduces to the existence of a cocone

(AD)c: limDE!ZlF(C,D)--~) colimcE'cF(C, D).

tThis last arrow is just the composite

i' limDE!ZlF(C, D) PD )F(C,D)-..::..;sc""--~)colimcE'cF(C,D)

where PD is the canonical projection of the limit and Sc is the canonical
injection of the colimit. Straightforward computations, perfectly analo­
gous to that of section 2.12, prove that the (AD)C constitute a cocone
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in C and the AD constitute a cone in f». Thus A is well-defined and the
mixed interchange property refers to the fact of A being an isomorphism.

But the bad point about the mixed interchange property is that it
does not hold in general! For example if I and J are sets viewed as
discrete categories and .xl is the category of sets, the mixed interchange
property reduces to

II(II Fij ) ~ II (II Fij )
iEI jEJ jEJ iEI

for a family (Fij)(i,j)ElxJ of sets. A special instance of this formula
would be

which is easily seen to be false just by a cardinality argument.
Now there is a very important case in which the mixed interchange

property holds in the category of sets (and in many "algebraic-like"
categories as we shall see later): this is the case where ~ is "filtered"
and f» is "finite". By "f» finite" we mean clearly that f» has just a finite
number of objects and arrows.

Definition 2.13.1 A category ~ is filtered when

(1) 3C E ~ ('ICC is not empty"),
(2) '..;C1 ,C2 E ~ 3C3 E ~ 3f: C 1 ----+C3 3g: C 2----+C3,

(3) '..;C1 ,C2 E ~ '..;f,g: Cl~C2 3C3 E ~ 3h: C2----+C3 h 0 f =

hog.

By a "filtered colimit" we mean the colimit of a functor defined on a
filtered category. We say that a category .xl "has filtered colimits" when
for every small filtered category ~ and every functor F: ~ ----+.xI, the
colimit of F exists.

First of all, let us prove a useful lemma.

Lemma 2.13.2 Let ~ be a filtered category. For every finite category
f» and every functor F: f»----+~, there exists a cocone on F.

Proof First observation: given a finite family (Ci)iEI of objects of ~,
it is possible to find C E ~ and morphisms C i ----+ C. We prove this by
induction on the cardinal of I. When I is empty, this is just condition
(1) in definition 2.13.1. If the result is valid in the case of n - 1 indices,
while I = {ill ... , in}, choose an object C' and morphisms Cik ----+C'
for k = 1, ... ,n-1. Applying condition 2.13.1.(2) we choose C E ~ pro­
vided with morphisms C' ----+G, Gin ----+G; this answers. the question.
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Next, let us consider a finite family (Ii: C~C')iEI of parallel arrows
in Ifl. It is possible to find C" E Ifl and I: C'~C" such that for
every pair (i, j) of indices, I 0 Ii = I 0 h. Again we prove this by
induction on the number of elements of I. When I is empty, we again
find condition (1) in definition 2.13.1. If the result holds for n-l indices
and I = {il,"" in}, choose C" and I such that I 0 Ii = 1 0 h for
all indices i, j ~ n - 1. We get in this way a pair of parallel arrows
(f 0 ft, loIn):C~C" and using condition (3) in definition 2.13.1, we
choose C'" E Ifl and f': C"~C'" such that f' 0 loft = f' 0 I 0 In.
The composite f' 0 I is then the required morphism.

Now apply the first part of the proof to the family (FD)DEf~, getting
an object C E Ifl and for every D E~, a morphism ID:FD~C. For
every arrow d: D~D' in~, we obtain a pair (fD,ID,oFd):FD~C
and using condition (3) in definition 2.13.1, we choose Cd E Ifl and
gd:C~Cd such that gd olD = gd olD' 0 Fd. Using again the first
part of the proof we choose an object C' E Ifl and arrows hd:Cd~C'.
We have now finitely many arrows (hd O gd: C~C')dE@ and using the
second part of the proof, we choose an object C" E Ifl and a morphism
k: C'~C" such that k 0 hd 0 gd = k 0 hd, 0 gd' for every pair d, d' of
arrows of~. Let us write l for this single composite from C to C". The
family (l 0 ID)DE@ is the required cocone on F. D

Most often, we shall apply this lemma to the inclusion of an arbitrary
finite subcategory ~ ~ Ifl.

The construction of a colimit reduces to that of two coproducts and
!~ coequalizer (see 2.8.1), but in the category Set of sets the explicit de­
~ription of a coequalizer is generally very technical since it involves the
Ilescription of the equivalence relation generated by a family of pairs (see
.... ample 2.4.6.b). But in the case of filtered colimits, the corresponding

uivalence relation admits a very easy description.

..... roposition 2.13.3 Consider a small filtered category Ifl and a func­
~ F: Ifl~ Set to the category of sets and mappings. The colimit
, (se)cE~) of F is given by

L = II FC/::::::, Se: FC >L, sc(x) = [x],
eE~

ere [xl denotes the equivalence class of x and:::::: is the equivalence
ation defined as follows:

(x E FC) :::::: (x' E FC') precisely when

3C" E Ifl 3f: C~C" 3g: C'~C" Ff(x) = Fg(x').
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Diagram 2.23

Proof First of all let us observe that ~ is indeed an equivalence rela­
tion. It is obviously reflexive and symmetric. To prove the transitivity,
choose (x E FC1 ) ~ (x' E FC2) and (x' E FC2) ~ (x" E FC3) (see di­
agram 2.23). This means the existence of morphisms f, g, h, k such that
Ff(x) = Fg(x') and Fh(x') = Fk(x"). Applying lemma 2.13.2 we find
a cocone (ai: Ci ----+C6) on the diagram constituted of the objects C1
to C5 and the morphisms f, g, h, k. In particular

Fa4 0 Ff(x) = Fa4 0 Fg(x') = Fa2(X')

= Fa5 0 Fh(x') = Fa5 0 Fk(x")

which proves that x ~ x".

The mappings Se: FC ----+ L do constitute a cone since for every
morphism f: C----+C' in l(j and every element x E FC, the equal­
ity Ff(x) = F(le, )(Ff(x)) indicates that [x] = [Ff(x)]. Now given
another cone (te: FC----+M)cec on F, we define t: L----+M by
t([x]) = te(x) for an element x E FC. This definition is unambiguous
since given another element x' E FC', [x'] = [xl, we can find
morphisms

f: G----.+)G", g: G' ----+)G"
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such that Ff(x) = Fg(x'). In particular since t is a cone on F

tc(x) = tCII 0 Ff(x) = tCII 0 Fg(x') = tc'(x').

79

By definition, to sc = tc and this relation forces the previous definition
~t. D

Here is the key property of filtered colimits.

Theorem 2.13.4 Consider a small filtered category Iff and a finite cat­
egory f». Given a functor F: Iff x f»~ Set to the category of sets and
mappings, the following mixed interchange property holds:

colim CE'C (limDE!ZiF(C, D)) ~ limDE!Zi (colim CE'CF(C, D)).

Proof By a finite category, we clearly mean a category with finitely
many objects and finitely many arrows. In section 2.8, we gave a de­
scription of limits in Set and in 2.13.3, a description of filtered colimits.
Using them, the morphism .x defined at the beginning of this section is
given by

.x([(XD)DE!ZiJ) = ([XDJ) DE!Zi

where XD E F(C, D). We must prove that .x is bijective.
Let us prove first that .x is injective. Consider (XD)DE!Zi E F(C, D)

and (YD)DE!Zi E F(C', D) with the property [XD] = [yn] for every
index D. This means the existence of morphisms fD: C~CD and
gD: C'~CD such that F(fD,lD)(xD) = F(gD,lD)(YD). Applying
lemma 2.13.2 to the diagram constituted of all the morphisms fD, gD, we
get in particular two composite morphisms f: C~C", g: C'~C"
such that for each index D, F(f,lD)(XD) = F(g,lD)(YD). But this
means precisely that

limDE!ZiF(f, 1D)((XD)DE!Zi) = limDE!ZiF(g, 1D)((YD)DE!Zi);

thus the equality [(XD)DE!Zi] = [(YD)DE!Zi] holds.
Let us now prove that .x is surjective. Given a family ([xn]) DE!Zi in

the right-hand side, we choose a representative element XD E F(CD, D),
for each index D. Applying lemma 2.13.2, we choose also a morphism
JD:CD~C, for each D E f», and we know already that [xn] =
[F(fD, 1D )(XD)]. Thus the elements F(fD' 1D)(XD) E F(C, D) are also
representatives of the original family ([XDJ) DE!Zi. Now given an arrow
d:D~D', the elements F(lcD ,d)(xD) and XD' are identified in the
'colimit, thus the equivalent elements
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are identified as well. The existence of morphisms gd, hd:C~Cd such
that

follows at once. Applying lemma 2.13.2 to the diagram constituted of
all the morphisms gd, hd, we finally find a single morphism k: C-----+C'
such that

F(k 0 fD, d)(XD) = F(k 0 fD', 1D' )(XD')

for all arrows d. Therefore the family (F (d 0 f D, 1D)(xD)) DE!2 is an
element of limDE'lIF(C, D) and its equivalence class is still mapped by

A to ([XD]) DE!2' D

To give a flavour of why the previous result generalizes to algebraic
contexts, let us handle the case of abelian groups.

Proposition 2.13.5 The forgetful functor U: Ab-----+Set from the cat­
egory of abelian groups to the category of sets preserves and reflects

filtered colimits.

Proof Consider a small filtered category Cfl and a functor F: Cfl-----+ Ab.
Define (L, (so )cec) to be the colimit of the composite U 0 F in the
category of sets. Given two elements [x E FC] and [y E FC'] in L,
we choose morphisms f: C-----+C", g: C' -----+C" and get [x] = [Ff(x)] ,
[y] = [Fg(y)]. In order for So to become a group homomorphism, we
must define

[x] + [y] = [Ff(x) + Fg(y)].

Applying 2.13.2, it is now a straightforward computation to verify that
this definition is independent of the various choices we have made and
that L has eventually been provided with a group structure making all
the so's group homomorphisms. The so's constitute a cone since the
underlying mappings do.

Now given another cocone (M, (to )cE'~') on F, the unique factoriza­
tion t: L-----+M which exists at the level of underlying mappings is a
group homomorphism since, with the previous notation

t([x] + [y]) = t([Ff(x) + Fg(y)])

= to" (F f(x) + Fg(y))

= to" (F f(x)) + to" (Fg(y))

= t([Ff(x)]) +t([Fg(y)])

= t([x)) + t([y]).
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Thus we have indeed obtained the colimit of F in Ab.
By construction of the filtered colimit in Ab, it is preserved by U. On

the other hand the uniqueness of the group structure on L implies that
filtered colimits are also reflected by U (equivalently, use the fact that
U reflects isomorphisms; see 2.9.7). 0

Corollary 2.13.6 In the category Ab of abelian groups, finite limits
commute with filtered colimits. 0

The expression "finite limits commute with filtered colimits" is just
another expression for stating the mixed interchange property between
finite limits and filtered colimits.

Let us observe now a result valid in every category. Roughly speaking,
an arbitrary colimit is the filtered colimit of its finitely generated partial

colimits.

Proposition 2.13.7 Consider a functor F: ~-----+C(l, with C(l finitely
complete. Write §' for the poset of finitely generated subcategories of
fi); §' is filtered. Given f!( E §', consider the colimit )..f!( of F: f!( -----+C(l;

this extends to a functor)..: §' -----+C(l. This functor).. has a colimit if and
only if F has a colimit and the two colimit objects coincide.

Proof Each colimit ()..f!(, (a~)xE~) exists by 2.8.5. If f!( ~ ilJI are finitely
generated subcategories of ~, (a~)xE~ is a cocone on Ff!(, from which
~here is a factorization )..f!( -----+)"ilJI, making )..: §' -----+ C(l a functor. The
subcategory generated by the union of two finitely generated categories
~ obviously finitely generated, thus §' is filtered.
. If the colimit (L, (2;~hEff) of)" exists, for each D E ~ consider the
!Qne-point category (D); the colimit of F: (D) -----+C(l is just (FD,lFD ).

'i'he morphisms 2;(D): F D-----+L constitute a cocone on F. Indeed every
LlTOw d: D-----+D' can be identified with a finite subcategory (d) ~ ~

md the colimit of F: (d) -----+C(l is just (FD', (Fd, 1FD/)) (see 2.11.4).
Since (D) and (D') are contained in (d), with corresponding factoriza­
,~ions Fd: ).. (D) -----+).. (d), 1FD': ).. (D') -----+).. (d), one has
~
Wt 2;(D/) 0 Fd = 2;(d) 0 1FDI 0 Fd = 2;(d) 0 Fd = 2;(D).

F
,.hUS the 2;(D) constitute a cocone on F. If "'(D: F D-----+ M is another

.

....•.•.• cone on F, for every f!( E §' the ('yD)Der constitute a cocone on Ff!(,
om which a factorization r~:)..f!(-----+M. If f!( ~ ilJI, the relations

I r~ 0 )..(f!( ~ ilJI) 0 a; = r~ 0 a: = "Ix = r~ 0 a;
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for each X E X imply r'19' 0 A(X ~ OJI) = rq'. So the various rq' constitute
a cocone on A and we get the required factorization L~M.

Conversely suppose (L, (OD)DE£0) is the colimit of F. Given X E ~,

(Ox )XEq' is a cocone on FX from which we get a unique factorization
~q': AX~L such that ~q' 0 (1; = Ox. Given X ~ OJI, the relations

~'19' 0 A(X ~ OJI) 0 (1; = ~'19' 0 (1: = Ox = ~q' 0 (1;
imply ~'19' 0 A(X ~ OJI) = ~q', from which it follows that the (~q'hEff

constitute a cocone on A. If 7rq': AX~M is another cocone on A,
(7r(D))DE§I is a cocone on F. Indeed given a morphism d:D~D' in
~,one has

7r(D') 0 Fd = 7r(d) 0 IFD' 0 Fd = 7r(d) 0 Fd = 7r(D)'

Therefore we get the expected factorization L~M. o

Examples 2.13.8

2.13.8.a In the category Set of sets, consider a set X and the diagram
~ constituted of the finite subsets of X and the canonical inclusions
between them. This diagram is filtered since 0 is a finite subset of X
and the union of two finite subsets is finite. Notice the diagram never
contains two different parallel arrows. The filtered colimit of this diagram
is obviously X.

2.13.8.b In the category Ab of abelian groups, the finitely generated
subgroups of a group A and the canonical inclusions between them again
constitute a filtered diagram, whose colimit is obviously the group A
itself.

2.13.8.c Consider the poset (N,:S;) viewed as a category (see example
1.2.6.b); it is obviously a filtered category. On the other hand consider a
finite set I viewed as a discrete category (see example 1.2.6.c). A functor

F:N x I ) Set

is just a family of sequences

( A . 10'i) A .~A . hi) )Ot It 2t •• , •, , , iEI.

The mixed interchange property applies, showing that

IIcolimnENAn,i ~ colimnEN IIAn,i.
iEI iEI
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K 1
1'1 ) K 2

1'2 ) K 3
1'3 ) K4 ) ... )K

k11 ~I k31 k'I kI

An al ) A12
a2 ) A13

a3 ) A14 ) ... ) Al

h1191 12
11

92 131193 1,119, 1119

A21
131

) A22
132

) A23
133

)A24 ) ... ) A2

Diagram 2.24

2.13.8.d A category Iff with a terminal object is obviously filtered, but
computing the colimit of a functor defined on Iff is not very relevant (see
corollary 2.11.5).

Counterexample 2.13.9

The mixed interchange property between finite limits and filtered co­
limits is not a general fact. In many categories, in particular when topolo­
gies are involved, it does not hold. Consider for example diagram 2.24
in the category Top of topological spaces and continuous mappings. The
objects Anm are defined by

Aln=[O,~],

A2n = ([0, ~] II [0, ~] ) I~ ,
where the equivalence relation identifies the two copies of 0 as well as
the two copies of ~. The morphisms an, 13n are

if x:::; n~I'

if x ~ n~I'

13n = (an II an) / ~ .

•:The morphisms in' gn are the two canonical injections of A1n in A2n .

, Let us consider the poset (N*,:::;) as a category ..¥* as well as the,
eategory .Yt defined in example 2.6.7.b. We have just defined a functor

F:..¥* x .Yt )Set.
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GD' __S",D,--'---+) F D'

'.:.1

··· ..Gd

~
GD _S-=D,--,<-~ F D

N --f"---~) M

Diagram 2.25

From this we can compute limKEJ(F(n, K) for each n and the corre­
sponding factorizations between those objects. This produces the family
of equalizers K n = Ker (fn, 9n) to which the morphisms an restrict. It
is immediate that each K n is just the discrete two-point space, so that

is just the discrete two-point space. On the other hand, an easy calcula­
tion shows that Al = colimnE.;V*AIn and A 2 = colim nE.;V*A2n are both
the two point space {O, e} provided with the topology for which e is an
open point. The families (fn)nEN and (9n)nEN both induce the identity as
factorizations between those colimits, so that the corresponding equal­
izer of those factorizations is again the space {O, e} where e is open (the
"Sierpinski space"). But this is precisely limKEJ( (colimnE';v* F(n, K)),
which proves that the interchange property does not hold.

2.14 Universality of colimits

This section points out another important compatibility condition be­
tween pullbacks and arbitrary colimits in the category Set of sets and
mappings.

Let us consider a category ~ with pullbacks and an arbitrary functor
F: p)--+~. Given a cocone (tD: FD--+M)DEf) on F and a morphism
f: N --+M in~, we can co~pute the various pullbacks (GD, rD, SD) of
tD along f (see diagram 2.25). Moreover, given a morphism d: D'--+D
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Pi fi) E i
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x

Diagram 2.26

in fI), the equalities

tD 0 Fd 0 SD' = tD' 0 SD' = forD'

imply the existence of a unique factorization Gd making diagram 2.25
commutative. In particular, we have defined a functor G: fI)----+~, a
cocone (rD: GD----+Nbefi on this functor G and a natural transfor­
mation s: G::::} F.

Definition 2.14.1 We use the previous notation and consider a cat­
egory ~ with pullbacks and an arbitrary category fI). Given a functor
F: fI)----+~ with colimit (M, (tD)DE~)' this colimit is universal when for
every morphism f: N ----+M in~, the cocone (N, (rD)DE~) constructed
above is a colimit of the corresponding functor G.

Theorem 2.14.2 In the category Set of sets, small colimits are univer­
sal.

Proof It is an immediate consequence of the dual of theorem 2.8.1 that
it suffices to prove the result separately for coproducts and coequali,zers.

Let us thus consider a coproduct lliEIEi of sets and a mapping

f:X ) lIE.
iEI

:We have to compute the pullbacks of diagram 2.26. Since Si is injective
~8ee 2.2.4.a), so is ti (see 2.5.3) and in fact

~e subsets Pi of X are disjoint since the subsets E i of lliEIEi are;
f'oreove~jthey cover X since the Ei's cover lliEIEi.

~RL,For the case of a coequalizer, we refer to diagram 2.27 where (Q, q) =
~r(f,g) and 0: is an arbitrary morphism. (D,p,{3) is the pullback of
;ta.., q) and (C, l, ,) is the pullback of (0:, qof = qog). From qofo, = o:ol
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C 1 lA

h11k t11g

D lB
13

pl lq

P lQa

Diagram 2.27

we get the factorization h such that 13 0 h = f 0 1 and po h = l and from
q 0 9 0 1 = a 0 l the factorization k such that 13 0 k = 9 0 1 and p 0 k = l.
By 2.5.9, (h,1) is the pullback of 13, f and (k,1) is the pullback of 13, g.
We must prove that (P,p) = Coker (h,k).

First of all if x E P, a(x) = [b] for some b E B and thus (x,b) E D
with p(x, b) = x. Therefore p is surjective and P is the quotient of D by
the equivalence relation

uRv iff p(u) = p(v) (u, v ED).

Since p 0 h = p 0 k, R contains the equivalence relation S defining the
coequalizer of the pair (h, k) (see 2.4.6.b). It remains to prove that con­
versely, R is contained in S. So let us consider two elements u = (x, b),
v = (x',b') of D such that p(u) = p(v); this means x = x'. One has

q(b) = (q 0 (3)(x, b) = (~o p)(x, b) = a(x),

q(b') = (q 0 (3)(x, b') = (a 0 p)(x, b') = a(x),

so that q(b) = q(b') and thus the pair (b, b') is in the equivalence relation
T on B generated by the pairs (J (a), g(a)), a E A. Notice that given
an element a E A and an element x E P such that a(x) = (q 0 f)(a) =
(qo g)(a), one has (x, a) E C so that (x, f(a)) = h(x, a) and (x,g(a)) =

k(x,a) are S-equivalent. But since the pairs ((x,!(a)),'(x,g(a))) are in
S, so is the equivalence relation generated by those pairs and in particu­
lar the pairs ((x, b), (x,b')) with (b,b') E T. And we have just seen that
this contains R. 0
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(0) )lR (0) ) lR

1 lSI 1 1s
,

lR ) lR2 lR ) lR2
~ ~

Diagram 2.28

The universality of colimits is a very peculiar property which is much
less common than the mixed interchange property of section 2.13. For
example, colimits are not universal in the category Ab of abelian groups.
Consider indeed the pullbacks of diagram 2.28 where lR stands for the
additive group ofreal numbers, sl(r) = (r,O), s2(r) = (O,r) and ~(r) =

(r, r). Both pullbacks are just the zero group. Now the coproduct lR lllR
is just (lR2

, Sl, S2) (see 2.2.4.f) but lR is not the coproduct (0) II (0).

2.15 Limits in categories of functors

We investigate the existence of limits in categories of functors and nat­
ural transformations.

Proposition 2.15.1 Consider categories.xl, Ifl,~, with Ifl and ~ small.
Let F: ~ ---+ Fun(Ifl,.xI) be a functor, where Fun(Ifl,.xI) is the category
of functors and natural transformations from Ifl to.xl. lffor every object
C E ~ the functor F(-)(C): ~---+.xI has a limit, then F has a limit
as well and this limit is computed pointwise.

Proof The precise meaning of "being computed pointwise" will be
explained in the proof.
, Consider the small category ~ and the functor F:~---+Fun(Ifl,.xI).

For each fixed object C E Ifl we get a functor

F(-)(C):~ ).xI,

and for each morphism f: C ---+ C', a natural transformation

F( - )(f): F( - )(C) =? F( - )(C').

for each C E Ifllet us consider the limit (L(C), (PI;)DE£») of the functor
,F(- ) (C). For each morphism f: C ---+C' in ~, the natural transforma­
tion F( - )(f) induces a factorization L(f): L(C) ---+L(C') between the
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limits, with the property that

Limits

e f e. PD 0 L(f) = F(D) (f) 0 PD'

Straightforward computations analogous to those of section 2.12 show
that

L:C(l ) d

is a functor and (pg:L(C)-----1-F(D)(C))eec is a natural transforma­

tion PD: L => F(D). The theorem asserts that (L, (PD)DE!~) is the limit
of F. The pointwise character of this construction is precisely expressed
by the formula

(limDE!~F(D))(C) = limDE!~(F(D)(C)).

In other words, the value of the limit limDE~F(D) at an object C is the
limit of the values of F(D) at C.

First of all let us observe that the PD'S constitute a cone on F. If
d: D -----1- D' is a mapping of ~, we have for every C E C(l

F(d)(C) 0 pg = pgf

by definition of the morphism pg, thus indeed F(d) 0 PD = PDf. Now if
(M, (qD)DE~) is another cone on F, each (M(C), (qD,c)DE~) is a cone
on F(-)(C), which yields a unique factorization re:M(C)-----1-L(C)
such that pgore = qD,e. These re's constitute a natural transformation
r: M => L since, given a morphism f: C -----1- C' ,

pg
f

0 L(f) 0 re = F(D) (f) 0 pg 0 re

= F(D) (f) 0 qD,e

= qD,ef 0 M(f)
e f

= PD 0 ref 0 M(f),

and therefore L(f) 0 re = ref 0 M(f) (see 2.6.4). By definition, the
natural transformation r: M => L satisfies the relation PD 0 r = qD; it is
the only one with this property, due to the uniqueness condition satisfied
by the arrows re. 0

As an immediate corollary we get

Theorem 2.15.2 Consider a complete category d and.a small category
C(l. Under these conditions, the category Fun(~,d) of functors from ~

to d and natural transformations between them is complete and limits
in it are computed pointwise. 0
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o

Corollary 2.15.3 Consider a category .91 with pullbacks and a small
category C(l. Given two functors F, G: C(l~d and a natural transfor­
mation 0:: F =;. G, 0: is a monomorphism in Fun(C(l, d) if and only if for
each object C E C(l, o:c:FC~GC is a monomorphism in d.

Proof In 2.15.1, choose for ~ the category f!JJ = {.~ • ~.}

defining pullbacks (see 2.6.7.c). Pullbacks are thus computed pointwise
in Fun(C(l, d) and the result follows immediately from 2.5.6. 0

Corollary 2.15.4 Consider a small category C(l and the corresponding
category Fun(C(l, Set) of Set-valued functors.

(1) Fun(C(l, Set) is complete and cocomplete.
(2) In Fun(C(l, Set), finite limits commute with filtered colimits.
(3) In Fun(C(l, Set), colimits are universal.

Proof By 2.15.1, 2.8.2, 2.13.4 and 2.14.2.

Proposition 2.15.5 Consider a small category C(l and the covariant
Yoneda embedding (see 1.4.3.d)

Y: C(l ) Fun(C(l*, Set), Y(C) = C(l(-, C).

This functor Y preserves limits.

Proof Consider a functor F:~~C(l with limit (L,(PD)DEft). We

must prove that (C(l(-, L), (C(l( -,PD)) DE~) is the limit of Y of. Apply-

ing proposition 2.15.1, we must prove that (C(l(C, L), (C(l(C,PD)) DE~) is

the limit of the functor C(l(C, F - ): C(l~ Set. This holds by proposition
2.9.4. 0

Theorem 2.15.6 Consider a small category C(l and a functor F from
'8 to the category Set of sets. In the category Fun(C(l, Set) of functors
and natural transformations, F can be presented as the colimit of a dia­
gram just constituted ofrepresentable functors and representable natural
transformations.

'Proof Let us consider the composite functor

<p y*Elts(F)_~F~)C(l--=----~)Fun(~,Set),

t,!here Elts(F) is the category of elements of F defined in 1.6.4, <PF is the
~rrespondingforgetful functor and y* is the Yoneda embedding referred
;to in example 1.4.3.a. We shall prove that F is exactly the (object part
of the) colimit of y* 0 <PF. This composite is contravariant, so that the
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reader could prefer replacing !fl and Elts(F) by the dual categories; but
this just makes notations heavier.

An object in Elts(F) is a pair (A, a) where A E !fl and a E FA; by the
Yoneda lemma (see 1.3.3) this corresponds to a natural transformation
S(A,a): !fl(A, -) ::::} F. If f: (A, a) ----* (B, b) is a morphism of Elts(F), we
have F(f)(a) = b and by the naturality in A of the Yoneda isomorphisms
(see 1.3.3), this is equivalent to the relation S(A,a) 0 !fl(f, -) = S(B,b)'

Therefore the family (S(A,a)) (A,a)EELTS(F) is a cocone on the functor
Y* 0 <PF.

Choose another cocone (G,t(A,a))(A,a)EELTS(F) on the same functor
y* 0 <PF. We want to produce first a natural transformation a: F ::::} G.
For each object C E!fl we must define a mapping ac:FC----*GC.
Given an element x E FC, we consider the corresponding object (C,x)
in Elts(F); the natural transformation t(C,x): !fl(C, -) ::::} G corresponds
by the Yoneda lemma to a unique element of GC, which we define to be
ac(x). To prove the naturality of a, we choose a morphism g: C----*D
in !fl, which yields a morphism g: (C, x) ----* (D, F g(x)) in Elts(F). Since
the arrows t(A,a) constitute a cocone on Y*O<PF, we have t(C,x)o!fl(g, -) =

t(D,Fg(x)) which, again by naturality of the Yoneda isomorphisms, im­
plies G(g) (ac(x)) = aD (Fg(x)). This expresses precisely the naturality
ofa.

Given (C, x) in Elts(F), we must prove that a 0 S(C,x) = t(C,x)' Via the
Yoneda isomorphisms, both sides indeed correspond to ac(x). Moreover,
if /3: F ::::} G is another natural transformation satisfying /3 0 S(C,x) =

t(C,x), applying the Yoneda isomorphisms to both sides yields /3c(x) =
ac(x), from which follows the uniqueness of a. 0

Examples 2.15.7

2.15.7.a Consider a group G (written multiplicatively) and the corre­
sponding category of G-sets. A G-set is a pair (E,.) where E is a set
and • is an action

.: E x G---~)E , (e,g) 1-+ eg,

satisfying the axioms

el = e, (eg)g' = e(gg'), for all e E E, g,g' E G.

A morphism f: (E, • ) ----* (F, .) of G-sets is a mapping f: E ----*F sat­
isfying the axiom

f(eg) = f(e)g, for all e E E, 9 E G.
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We can view G as a category r§ with a single object * and arrows
r§(*, *) = G, the composition being given by the multiplication of G.
The category of G-sets and corresponding homomorphisms is exactly
the category Fun(G* ,Set) of contravariant functors and natural trans­
formations from G to Set. Indeed giving an action E x G ----* E is just
the same as giving the various multiplications

E ) E, e 1--+ eg,

for each individual element 9 E G.
From 2.15.3 we deduce that the category of G-sets and their homo­

morphisms is complete and cocomplete; finite limits of G-sets commute
with filtered colimits and colimits of G-sets are universal.

Let us observe that the unique representable functor G ----* Set cor­
responds exactly to the G-set (G,.) where the scalar multiplication is
just the multiplication of the group. Each G-set can thus be presented
as the colimit of a diagram involving simply the basic G-set (G,.) (see
2.15.4).
2.15.7.b A category Fun(~,d) of functors can be complete even when
d is not. An obvious example is obtained by taking d and ~ to be
empty: d is not complete or cocomplete, since it does not have a ter­
minal or an initial object. But Fun(~,d) is the category with just one
single object (the empty functor) and the identity on it; that category is
obviously both complete and cocomplete. And since ~ doesn't have any
object ... limits in Fun(~,d) are still pointwise! See exercise 2.17.10 for
a non-pointwise limit.

2.16 Limits in comma categories

Comma categories were introduced in section 1.6.

Proposition 2.16.1 Consider two complete categories d,f!J and two
limit preserving functors F: d ----*~, G: f!J----*~. The comma category
(F, G) is then complete and the projection functors U: (F, G) ----*d and
V: (F, G) ----* f!J are limit preserving.

Proof Given a small category ~ and a functor H: ~ ----* (F, G), con­
sider the limit (L, (PD)DE!~) of U 0 H and the limit (M, (qD)DE!~) of
V 0 H. Our assumptions imply that

limFUH = (FL, (FpD)DEfd) ,

limGVH = (GM, (GqD)DEfd).
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On the other hand each object HD has the form

HD = (UHD,aD, VHD)

where a: FU =? GV was defined in 1.6.2. Considering the natural trans­
formation a * H:FUH =? GVH (see 1.3.4), we deduce the existence
of a corresponding factorization h: F L ----* GM between the two lim­
its. It is now straightforward to check that (L, h, M) together with the
projections

(PD,qD): (L,h,M)--~) (UHD,aD, VHD)

is the limit of H. o

Corollary 2.16.2 IfC(] is a complete category and F: C(]----* Set is a limit
preserving functor, the category Elts(F) is complete and the forgetful
functor ¢>F: Elts(F) ----*C(] is limit preserving.

Proof With 1.6.4 in mind and using its notation, apply the previous
result to 1: I----*Set and F:C(]----*Set. 0

Another interesting example of a comma category is the category C(]/ 1,
for some fixed object 1 E C(]. Indeed considering the one-point category
1 (see 1.6.4) and the functor D..[: 1----*C(] ; D..[(*) = 1 , C(]/1 is just
the comma category (1~, D..[) where 1~ is the identity functor on C(].
It should be noticed that D..[ does not, in general, preserve limits or
colimits. Indeed in lone has * x * = * and * II * = *, but generally
1 x 1 ~ 1 and 1 II 1 ~ 1. Nevertheless we have the following result.

Proposition 2.16.3 Consider a category C(] and a fixed object 1 E C(].

(1) If~ is complete, C(]/ 1 is complete.
(2) IfC(] is cocomplete, C(]/ 1 is cocomplete.

Proof Let us first assume C(] is complete. Consider a non-empty family
of objects Uk: Ck ----* 1)kEK in the category C(]/ 1. In C(], the diagram
constituted by all those morphisms !k has a limit given by an object
Land morphisms Pk: L----*Ck , p: L----*1. It is an obvious matter to
check that

is the product of the original family in C(]/ 1. On the other hand the empty
product in C(]/ 1, Le. the terminal object, is just the identity on I.

Now consider two objects f:C----*1 and g:D----*1 of c(]/1. The
equalizer of two morphisms (a,{3): (C,f)~(D,g) in C(]/1 is just the
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pair ((K,jok),k) where (K,k) is the equalizer of (a, 13) in~. By 2.8.1,
we conclude that ~/ I is complete.

If ~ is cocomplete, ~ is a small category and F: ~ ---'t~/ I is a func­
tor, each FD can be written as a pair (GD,'YD) where 'YD: D---'tI. This
immediately induces a functor G: ~---'t~ whose colimit will be written
(L,(SD)DE!~). Since F takes values in ~/I , (I,hD)DE!~) is another
cocone on G, from which we get a unique factorization A: L---'tI with
the property A 0 SD = 'YD. It is immediate that

((L, A), (SD)DE!~)

is the colimit of F in ~/ I. D

2.17 Exercises

2.17.1 Consider a category ~ with binary products and equalizers.
Given two morphisms j, 9 as in diagram 2.29, prove that the pullback
of (f,g) is the equalizer of the pair (f 0 PA,g 0 PB).

2.17.2 Consider a functor F: ~ ---'t~ and the category of cones on
F: its objects are the cones (M, (rD)DE!~) on F; an arrow between the
cones (M, (rD)DE!~) and (N, (SD)DE~) is a morphism j: M ---'tN such
that S D 0 j = r D for each D. Prove that F has a limit if and only if the
functor U from the category of cones on F to the category~, mapping
a cone to its vertex, has a colimit.

2.17.3 Consider a functor F:~---'t~ and an object C E~. Write

flc:~ )~

for the constant functor on C (see 1.2.8.e). Prove that a cone on F is
just a natural transformation flc => F.
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Diagram 2.30

2.17.4 In the category of finite sets, prove that the colimit of the identity
functor exists (it is the singleton) but the coproducts which would be
needed to construct it via theorem 2.8.1 do not exist.

2.17.5 Consider a category !fl with products and a functor F: ~ --"t!fl
where ~ is small. Construct a and 13 as in 2.8.1. Prove that Ker (a, (3)
exists if and only if lim F exists.

2.17.6 Consider a category.sit with products and a functor F:.sit--"tf.!4
which preserves products and equalizers. Show that F preserves limits.
[Hint: have a look at 2.17.5].

2.17.7 In diagram 2.30, show that (C,q) is the absolute coequalizer of
(iI, h) when there exist morphisms sand ri (i = 1, ... , n) such that

qof=qog

q 0 s = 1c
so q = fil 0 rl

f i2 0 rl = fi3 0 r2

where ik = 0, 1. [Hint: if the coequalizer is absolute, apply !fl(C, -) to
get the existence of s such that q 0 s = 1c; then apply !fl(B, -) to get
the sequence of ri's connecting so q and lB.]

2.17.8 Prove that a functor G: !fl--"t~ is final as long as for each object
D E~, the comma category (D.D, G) is connected, where D.D: 1--"t~ is
the (constant) functor on D (see 2.6.7.e for the definition of a connected
category). Show that the assumptions of 2.11.2 are stronger than those
of the present exercise.

2.17.9 Consider the category .sit with two objects 0,1 and one
single non-identity arrow O--"t 1. Choose as category f.!4 the poset of
diagram 2.31. In Fun (.sit, fJI), consider the two functors F, G defined by
F(O) = c, F(l) = j, G(O) = d, G(l) = g. Show that their product is
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the functor H described by H(O) = b, H(I) = e. This product is not
pointwise since f x 9 does not exist in f!J.

2.17.10 In the situation of 2.8.1, suppose the two products involved in
the proof exist as well as the limit (L, (PD)DE~) of F. This immediately
implies the existence of a morphism l such that PD 0 l = PD for each
D E f». Prove that l is the equalizer of a, 13.
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Adjoint functors

3.1 Reflection along a functor

All of us know that considering the monoid (N, +) of natural numbers,
the "best" abelian group associated with it is that of integers, (Z, +). In
fact there exists an obvious forgetful functor

U: Ab----+) Man ; (A, +) 1--+ (A, +)

from the category of abelian groups to that of abelian monoids. Given
an abelian monoid M, we are looking for a "best" abelian group A such
that M can be embedded in UA as a submonoid.

The previous example is in fact somehow misleading, in the sense that
it insists too much on "embedding" a monoid in a group. Let us consider
a completely different example. There is an obvious embedding functor

U: Haus--------+) Top, (X, T) 1--+ (X, T)

from the category of Hausdorff topological spaces and continuous map­
pings to that of all topological spaces and continuous mappings. A space
(X, T) is Hausdorff when the diagonal ~x ~ X x X is closed. Therefore
there is a "best" Hausdorff space (Y, S) associated with a topological
space (X, T): it is just the quotient of (X, T) by the closure of the diag­
onal ~x ~ X x X, which is indeed an equivalence relation on X. This
time (Y, S) appears as the "best" Hausdorff quotient of X.

More generally, given an arbitrary functor

U: d ) ffJ, A 1--+ U(A)

between two categories, we can look at the "best" object of d associated
with a given object B E ffJ. This "best" object RB Ed should thus be
provided with a "canonical" morphism rIB: B----j>U(RB), which in some

96
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cases can be a monomorphism or an epimorphism, but in general is just
an arbitrary morphism. But what do "best" and "canonical" mean?
Well, just like a limit is the "best" cone associated with a functor, we
shall require that any other possibility B----+U(A) factors uniquely
through the "canonical" choice (RB' 7]B).

Definition 3.1.1 Let F: .91 ----+f1l be a functor and B an object of f1l.
A reflection of B along F is a pair (RB,7]B) where

(1) RB is an object ofd and 7]B: B----+F(RB) is a morphism of f1l,

(2) if A E 1.911 is an object ofd and b: B----+F(A) is a morphism
of f1l, there exists a unique morphism a: RB ----+ A in .91 such that
F(a) 07]B = b.

Proposition 3.1.2 Let F: .91 ----+f1l be a functor and B an object of f1l.
When the reflection ofB along F exists, it is unique up to isomorphism.

Proof Consider two reflections (RB,7]B) and (RB ,7]B) of B. By defi­
nition, we find morphisms a: RB ----+ RB and a': RB ----+ RB such that
F(a) 07]B = 7]B and F(a') o7]B = 7]B. From this we deduce immediately
that

and, by uniqueness of the factorization, a 0 a' = l R , . In an analogous
B

way, we get a' 0 a = lRB' D

Proposition 3.1.3 Consider a functor F: .91 ----+f1l and assume that,
for every object B E f1l, "the" reflection of B along F exists and such a
reflection (RB,7]B) has been chosen. In that case, there exists a unique
functor R: f1l----+ .91 satisfying the two properties

(1) VB E f1l R(B) = RB,

(2) (7]B: B----+FRB)BErJI is a natural transformation.

Proof Considering b: B ----+ B', a morphism of f1l, the reflection
(RB,7]B) of B along F and the pair (RB',7]B'), we deduce the exis­
tence of a unique morphism a: RB----+RB' such that the right-hand
square of diagram 3.1 commutes. We put R(b) = a and it remains to
prove that R is a functor.

Consider another morphism b': B' ----+B" in f1l. The equalities

F(Rb' 0 Rb) 07]B = FRb' 0 FRb 0 7]B = FRb' o7]B' 0 b = 7]B" 0 b' 0 b,

F R(b' 0 b) 07]B = 7]B" 0 b' 0 b,
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indicate that Rb' 0 Rb = R(b' 0 b), by uniqueness of the factorization. In
the same way one proves that F preserves identities. 0

Definition 3.1.4 A functor R: f1l--+d is left adjoint to the functor
F: d --+f1l when there exists a natural transformation 'fI: 1~ =? FoR
such that for every B E f1l, (RB, 'fiB) is a reflection of B along F.

It is an immediate consequence of 3.1.2 that in the situation of 3.1.4,
both Rand 'fI are defined uniquely up to isomorphism. On the other
hand if you allow in your underlying set theory a sufficiently powerful
axiom of choice, you can even conclude that a functor F: d --+f1l has
a left adjoint if and only if each object of f1l admits a reflection along F
(for each B E f1l choose such a reflection and apply 3.1.3).

The dual notion of "reflection along a functor" is that of "coreflection
along a functor F: d --+ f1l"; let us write it explicitly. A coreflection
of BE f1l is a pair (RB,cB) where cB:FRB--+B and for every pair
(A, b) with A E d and b: FA--+ B, there exists a unique morphism
a:A--+RB such that cB of(a) = b (see diagram 3.2). In an analogous
way a functor R: f1l--+ d is right adjoint to F when there exists a
natural transformation c: FoR =? 1a such that for each BE f1l, (RB, cB)
is a coreflection of B along F.

We know that an adjoint functor is only defined up to isomorphism.
So, in theorem 3.1.5, let us fix a particular functor G left adjoint to F.
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F ~*F)FGF G G*~)GFG
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Diagram 3.3
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G

This does not yet fix the natural transformations e, ~ of condition (2):
these are only determined up to isomorphism (see 3.1.2) even when G
has been fixed. See exercise 3.9.1 for an example.

Theorem 3.1.5 Consider two functors F: d --'?fJ4 and G: f1l--+d.
The following conditions are equivalent:

(1) G is left adjoint to F;

(2) there exist natural transformations ~: 1~ ~ FoG and e: Go F ~ Id
such that

(F * e) 0 (~* F) = IF, (e * G) 0 (G *~) = la

(see diagram 3.3);
(3) there exist bijections

(}AB: d(GB, A) ~ f1l(B, FA)

for every object A E d, B E f1l and those bijections are natural
both in A and in B;

(4) F is right adjoint to G.

Proof (1) ~ (2). The existence of the natural transformation ~ is
just part of the definition of left adjointness. Now consider the reflection
(GF A, ~A) of FA E f1l as in diagram 3.4; the identity on F A gives
rise to a unique factorization eA and we have already PeA 0 ~FA =
IFA. We must prove that e: GF ~ 1.." is natural. Choosing a morphism
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a: A ----+ A' we have, by naturality of "l: 1.9l =? FG,

F(EA' °GFa) °"lFA = FEA' °FGFa °"lFA

= FEA' °"lFA' °Fa

= Fa,

F(a °EA) °"lFA = Fa °FEA °"lFA

= Fa,

from which EA' °GFa = a °EA, by uniqueness of the factorization.
It remains to check the commutativity of the second triangle. Given

B E fJI and the reflection (RB, "lB) of B, we have

F(EGB °G"lB) °"lB = FEGB °FG"lB °"lB

= FEGB °"lFGB °"lB

="lB

= F(1GB) °"lB,

from whi~h EGB °G"lB = 1GB by uniqueness of the factorization.
(2) =? (3). Given a morphism a: GB----+A, we define OA,B(a) as the

composite

Fa °"lB: B-----+) FGB-----+) FA.

Conversely, given a morphism b: B ----+ FA, we define TA,B (b) as the
composite

EA °Gb: GB-----+) GFA-----+)A.

It is an immediate consequence of the triangular equalities in (2) and the
naturality of "l, E that 0A,B and TA,B are mutual inverses. For example

(TA,B °OA,B)(a) = TA,B(Fa °"lB)

=EAoG(Fao"lB)

=EAoGFaoG"lB

= aOEGB °G"lB

=a.

To prove the naturality in A, choose a morphism f: A~A' in d. One
has

(fJI(B,Ff) °OA,B) (a) = (Fj °OAB) (a) =FjoFa0"lB,

(OA"B °d(GB, f)) (a) = OA',B(f °a) = F(f °a) °"lB,
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from which follows the equality of those terms. In an analogous way, one
proves the naturality in B.

(3) '* (1). We prove that given B E 81, (GB,OCB,B(1CB)) is a re­
flection of B along F. Given A E d and b: B------+FA, b has the form
oA,B(a) for a unique morphism a: GB ------+ A. The naturality of the bi­
jections 0A,B (see diagram 3.5) implies

(Fa o OcB,B)(lcB) = (PJ(B,Fa) o OCB,B)(lcB)

= (OA,B od(GB,a))(lcB)

= OA,B(a)

=b.

On the other hand if a': GB ------+ A is another morphism of d such that
Fa' 0 OCB,B(lcB) = b, we have

OA,B(a') = (OA,B od(GB,a'))(lcB)

= (PJ(B, Fa') 0 OCB,B) (ICB)

= (Fa' 0 OCB,B )(ICB)

=b

= OAB(a),

from which a = a', since 0A,B is a bijection.
(4) {::? (3). Working with the dual categories, we have to prove that

F* is left adjoint to G* if and only if the following natural bijections
hold:

d*(A, G* B) ~ PJ*(F* A, B)

which is true via the equivalence (1) {::? (3). 0

The equivalence (1) {::? (4) in theorem 3.1.5 shows in particular the
autoduality of the notion of adjoint functors. We shall write G -j F to
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indicate the fact that G is left adjoint to F and thus F is right adjoint
to G.

Examples 3.1.6

3.1.6.a Consider the category Mon of monoids and monoid homomor­
phisms; the "underlying set" functor U: Mon~Set has a left adjoint
functor

F: Set---""*) Mon.

For a given set X, F X is just the free monoid on X (the monoid of finite
sequences of elements of X, where composition is just concatenation);
given a mapping f: X~Y between sets, F f: F X~FY is obtained
by applying f to each element of a finite sequence in X. There is an
obvious mapping T/x:X~UFX applying x on the sequence (x) with
a single element. Given a monoid (M, *) and a mapping g: X~M,
we get the required unique factorization h: FX~ (M, *) by defining
h(Xl,'" ,xn ) = g(Xl) * ... *g(xn ); the empty sequence is just mapped
to the unit element of M.

3.1.6.b Consider the category Gr of groups and group homomorphisms;
the "underlying set" functor U: Gr~Set has a left adjoint functor

F: Set ) Gr.

For a given set X, we consider first the free monoid M constructed on
X 11 X; for clarity, we write x+ and x- for the two copies in X 11 X
of an element x EX. The free group F X on X is the quotient of
M by the equivalence relation generated by (x+, x-) ~ ( ), where ( )
denotes the empty sequence; the composition is induced by that of M.
We define a mapping from X to F X by sending the element x E X onto
[(x+)] E F X, the equivalence class of the sequence consisting only of
x+. It is straightforward to verify that we have got a reflection of X
along U.

3.1.6.c Consider the category Ab of abelian groups and group ho­
momorphisms; the "underlying set" functor U: Ab~ Set has a left
adjoint functor

F: Set )Ab.

For a given set X, just put

FX = {(ZX)XEX Izx E Z; {x IZx =1= O} is finite} .

In other words F X is just the coproduct of X copies of the abelian
group (Z,+) (see 2.2.4.f). The canonical morphism X~FX maps
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the element XQ to the sequence (Zx)xEX where zxo = 1 and the other
components are just O. Given an abelian group (A, +) and a mapping
f: X~A, the required unique factorization g: F X~ (A, +) is given
by g((ZX)XEX) = EXEXzxf(x), which makes sense since only finitely
many zx's are non-zero.

3.1.6.d Consider the category Rng of commutative rings with a unit;
the "underlying set" functor U: Rng~Set has a left adjoint functor

F: Set---.-+) Rng.

For a given set X, FX is just the ring of polynomials Z[Xl,'" ,xn, ...J

where the Xi'S are the various elements of X. The canonical mapping
X ~FX maps an element X to the polynomial x. Given another
ring (A, +, X) and a mapping f: X~A, the required factorization
F X~ (A, +, X) is given by g(p) = P(J(Xl)"'" f(xn), ... ) for every
polynomial p.

3.1.6.e Consider two commutative rings with unit R, S and a ring
homomorphism f: R~S. Each S-module M can be seen as an R­
module, via the multiplication r· m = f(r)· m, where the left-hand side
is thus an R-scalar multiplication and the right-hand side is an S-scalar
multiplication. This induces immediately a functor U: Mods~ModR,
called the "extension of scalars". The functor U has both a left and a
right adjoint functor. The left adjoint functor is given by

and the right adjoint functor is given by

ModR---.-+) Mods, N f---+ LinR(S, N),

with obvious definitions on the morphisms. Now S0RN is an S-module
via the multiplication 8(8' 0 n) = (88') 0 n; on the other hand the
multiplication on LinR(S, N) is given by (81)(8') = f(88'). The following
isomorphisms are well-known to hold:

Lins(S0RN, M) ~ LinR(N, UM),

Lins(M, LinR(S, N)) ~ LinR(UM, N),

for fixed modules N E ModR and M E Mods; they easily imply the
existence of the two adjunctions.

3.1.6.f Consider a fixed set I and the functor - x I: Set~Set on
the category of sets. This functor has a right adjoint functor given by

(-)1: Set )Set.
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Indeed for two sets X, Y, the isomorphism

set(X x I, Y) ~ Set(X, y I )

holds, since it just means that yXxI ~ (yI)X. Together with the nat­
urality of those bijections, this implies the required result.

3.1.6.g Consider the category Cat of small categories and functors.
For a given small category PA, the functor - x PA: Cat ----+ Cat admits

Fun(PA, -): Cat )Cat

as a right adjoint functor (see exercise 1.11.8).

3.1.6.h Consider the category Top of topological spaces and continu­
ous mappings and the full subcategory Haus of Hausdorff spaces. The
inclusion functor i: Haus----+Top has a left adjoint functor

H: Top-----t) Haus.

H(X, T) is just the quotient of (X, T) by the equivalence relation ob­
tained as the closure of the diagonal ~x ~ X xX, and the canonical
morphism (X, T) ----+ H (X, T) is just the quotient morphism. (Remem­
ber a space is Hausdorff precisely when its diagonal is closed.)

3.1.6.i Consider the category Top* of pointed topological spaces. An
object is a pair ((X,T),xo) where (X,T) is a topological space and
Xo E X is the choice of a "base point in X"; an arrow is just a continuous
function mapping the base point to the base point. To avoid too heavy a
notation, we shall omit writing the topology explicitly. Given a pointed
space (X, xo), we define O(X, xo) to be the space of its loops provided
with the compact open topology, i.e.

where p is an arbitrary fixed point on the circle 8 1 ; the basic open subsets
of O(X, xo) are given by

[K, Uj = {J E O(X, xo) If(K) ~ U}

where K runs through the compact subsets of 8 1 and U runs through
the open subsets of X. This construction extends easily to a functor

acting on the arrows simply by composition. Now let us define a second
functor



3.1 Reflection along a functor 105

called the "suspension functor". Given a pointed space (X, xo), 'E(X, xo)
is obtained as a quotient X x 8 1 / ~ of the topological product X x 8 1 ,

where the quotient identifies to a single base point all the pairs (x,p) and
(xo, s). Again 'E extends obviously to a functor. It is a classical result in
topology that 'E is left adjoint to n.
3.1.6.j Consider the category Top of topological spaces and the "un­
derlying set" functor U : Top ----+Set. This functor U has both a left
adjoint functor M and a right adjoint functor R. Given a set X, LX is
just the set X provided with the indiscrete topology, while RX is the
same set X provided with the indiscrete topology.

3.1.6.k Consider the category Cat of small categories and the forgetful
functor Ob: Cat----+Set which maps a small category ~ to its set of
objects. Ob has both a left adjoint functor L and a right adjoint functor
R; for a given set X, LX is the discrete category with X as a set of
objects and RX is the category with X as a set of objects and one
single arrow from each object to each object.

3.1.6.1 Consider an arbitrary category ~ and a fixed object C E ~.

The singleton set {*} admits a reflection along the representable functor

~(C,-):~ )Set;

this is just the pair (C, ic) where ic: { *} ----+~(C, C) is the mapping
"picking up" the identity on C. Indeed giving a mapping

'1': {*} ----+)~(C,D)

is just picking up an arrow f E ~(C, D) and clearly ~(C, f) 0 ic = '1',
where ic: {*} ----+~( C, C) picks up the identity on ~.

3.1.6.m In the spirit of 1.2.6.b, consider two partially ordered sets A, B
viewed as categories and two preorder preserving mappings

f: A ------+) B, g: B ------+) A.

Viewed as functors, 9 is left adjoint to f when one has (g 0 f) (a) ~ a for
every a E A and b ~ (f 0 g)(b) for every b E B. Indeed, the naturality
and the commutativity conditions of 3.1.5.(2) are automatically satisfied
since in a poset, every diagram is commutative. These conditions yield
immediately fog 0 f = f and go fog = g. Indeed applying f to
(g 0 f)(a) ~ a yields (f 0 9 0 f)(a) ~ f(a) while putting b = f(a) yields
f(a) ~ (f 0 go f)(a); the other relation is analogous. A situation of
adjunction between posets is also called a "Galois connection" .
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3.2 Properties of adjoint functors

Proposition 3.2.1 Consider the following situation:
G K

d( eI( >Cfl
F > H

where F, G, H, K are functors, with G left adjoint to F and K left adjoint
to H. In this case G 0 K is left adjoint to H 0 F.

Proof Just consider the canonical bijections

d(GKC,A) ~ eI(KC, FA) ~ Cfl(C,HFA)

for objects A E d and C E Cfl (see 3.1.5). o

Proposition 3.2.2 If the functor F: d ~eI has a left adjoint, F
preserves all1imits which turn out to exist in d.

Proof Write G:eI~d for a left adjoint to F. Consider a category
~ and a functor H:~~d; suppose (L, (PD)DE!~) is a limit of H. We
must prove that (FL, (FpD)DEft) is a limit of FoH. Clearly (FpD)DE£Jt
is a cone as image of a cone, so it suffices to prove the universal property.

Consider a cone (B, (qD) DEft ) on FoH. By adjointness (see 3.1.5), the
morphism qD: B~F H D corresponds to a morphism rD: GB~H D
in d. Given an arrow d:D~D' in~, the naturality of the bijections
OA,B (see diagram 3.6, notation of 3.1.5) implies that

rD' = 0Hb',B(qD')

= 0Hb',B (FHd 0 qD)

= (OHb"B oel(lB,FHd)) (qD)

= (d(lGB,Hd) oOHb,B) (qD)

= d(lGB' Hd)(rD)

= HdorD'
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So (GB, (rD)DE!~) is a cone on H and we get in d a unique factorization
r:GB~L such that for each D E ~, PD 0 r = rD. This arrow r
corresponds via (hB to a morphism s = (h,B(r):B~FL in f1l and
using again the naturality of the bijections (}A,B have FPD 0 s = qD.
Since the ()A,B are bijective, s is unique with that property. 0

Given a category Cfl and a small category ~, let us consider the functor

where given a morphism f: C~C' in Cfl, t:i.C is the constant functor
on C (see 1.2.8.e) and t:i.f is the constant natural transformation on f
(see 1.3.6.d).

Proposition 3.2.3 A category Cfl is cocomplete if and only if, for every
small category ~, the corresponding functor

t:i.: Cfl ) Fun(~, Cfl)

has a left adjoint.

Proof Consider a functor F:~~Cfl. A pair (C,a), where C E ICflI
and a: F ::::} t:i.C is a natural transformation, is just a cocone on F.
Thus a reflection of F is just a universal such cocone, Le. a colimit
of F. 0

Finally let us observe how a given adjunction generates many other
adjunctions. Given three categories d, f1l, Cfl and a functor F: d ~f1l,

we write

F*: Fun(Cfl, d)------+) Fun(Cfl,f1l), H I---t F 0 H,

for the functor acting by composition with F. To avoid size problems,
we had better suppose that Cfl is small.

Proposition 3.2.4 Consider a functor F: d ~f1l with a left adjoint
G: f1l~d. IfCfl is any small category, G*: Fun(Cfl, f1l) ~Fun(Cfl, d) is
itself left adjoint to F*: Fun(Cfl, d)~ Fun(Cfl, f1l).

Proof Let us write 'TJ: 1.9l ::::} FoG and to: G 0 F ::::} 1d for the two natu­
ral transformations describing the adjunction (see 3.1.5). Given functors
K: Cfl~ d and H: Cfl~ f1l, we have corresponding natural transfor­
mations
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This yields two natural transformations

Indeed, given a natural transformation a: H =} H', the naturality of rj

reduces to the relation FGa 0 'fiR = 'fiR' 0 a, which holds by naturality of
'fl. An analogous argument holds for E. Finally the triangular identities
satisfied by 'fI, e immediately imply the corresponding identities for rj, E.

o

3.3 The adjoint functor theorem

This section is devoted to the proof of one of the most important results
in this book: the adjoint functor theorem (see 3.3.3).

Given a functor F:.xI -----+fll and an object B E fll, we shall consider
the functor

fll(B, F-):.xI ) Set

and its category of elements (see 1.6.4), which we shall write as !fB, for
the sake of brevity. We also write cPB: !fB-----+.xI for the corresponding
forgetful functor.

Proposition 3.3.1 Consider a functor F:.xI -----+fll between arbitrary
categories. The following conditions are equivalent:

(1) the object B E fll has a reflection along Fi

(2) the functor cPB:!fB -----+.xI has a limit which is preserved by F.

It should be noticed that no assumption is made of the completeness
of .xl. Moreover, completeness of.xl would not imply the existence of a
limit for cPB, since !fB is in general not a small category.

Proof (1) =} (2). Given the object B E fll, consider its reflection (L, a)
along F. By 2.11.5, (2) will be proved if we show that (L, a) is initial
in !fB. For each object (A, b) E !fB, b is a morphism b: B -----+ FAin fll

and by 3.1.1, we get a unique morphism P(A,b): L-----+A in.xl such that
Fp(A,b) 0 a = b, i.e. a unique morphism P(A,b): (L, a) -----+(A, b) in !fB.

(2) =} (1). Let us now consider the limit (L,P(A,b))(A,b)E.cB of cPB and
the corresponding limit (FL, Fp(A,b)) of F 0 cPB. For every (A, b) E !fB,

define r(A,b) = b. This produces a cone on F 0 cPB, just by definition of
!fB, and therefore a unique factorization a: B -----+ F L such that for each
(A, b) E !fB, Fp(A,b) 0 a = r(A,b) = b. We shall prove that (L, a) is the
reflection of B along F.
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Given an object A E d and a morphism b: B --+FA, we already
have a factorization P(A,b): L--+A such that Fp(A,b) 0 a = b. We must
prove its uniqueness.

First of all observe that (L,a) E rffB. The relation Fp(A,b) 0 a = b
indicates that P(A,b): (L,a)--+(A,b) is a morphism of rffB, from which
the relation P(A,b) 0 P(L,o) = P(A,b) follows. By definition of the limit of
<PB, this implies P(L,o) = 1L· Now if p: L--+A is such that Fp 0 a =

b, then p: (L, a) --+ (A, b) is a morphism of rffB. Therefore we deduce

P(A,b) = po P(L,o) = p. 0

We introduce now the famous "solution set condition", which is a
key ingredient for proving the adjoint functor theorem. This is really
the first time in this book that "smallness conditions" playa definitely
fundamental role.

Definition 3.3.2 (Solution set condition)
A functor F: d --+f!J satisfies the solution set condition with respect
to an object B E f!J when there exists a set BB ~ Idl of objects such
that

VA Ed Vb: B-+FA 3A' E BB 3a: A' -+A 3b': B-+FA' F(a) 0 b' = b.

The fact that B admits a reflection (RB,aB) along F implies that
BB = {RB} can be chosen as solution set, with b' = aB and moreover
a unique. So the solution set condition is a much weaker requirement
than the existence of a reflection. In particular observe that when d
is small, the solution set condition is automatically satisfied for every
object B E f!J: just choose BB = Idl.
Theorem 3.3.3 (Adjoint functor theorem)
Consider a complete category d and a functor F: d --+f!J. The follow­
ing conditions are equivalent.

(1) F has a left adjoint functor.
(2) The following conditions hold:

(a) F preserves small limits;
(b) F satisfies the solution set condition for every object B E f!J.

Proof (1) implies (2) by 3.2.2 and the observation following 3.3.1.
Conversely consider the full subcategory g;B of rffB whose objects are
the pairs (A, b) with A EBB; this category g;B is small. To conclude the
proof, it suffices to show that the inclusion g;B ~ rffB is a final functor
(see 2.11.1). To do this we use proposition 2.11.3. The functors F and
f!J(B, -) preserve small limits, by assumption and 2.9.4. So f!4(B, F-)
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is limit preserving and ffB is complete (see 2.16.2). The solution set
condition can be reformulated as the fact that, given (A, b) E ffB, there
exist (A', b') E Y'B and a morphism a: (A', b')~ (A, b); this is precisely
the requirement of 2.11.3. D

The subsequent results of this section indicate several sufficient con­
ditions implying the assumptions of the adjoint functor theorem. To
achieve this, we use freely some notions which will only be introduced
in chapter 4.

Theorem 3.3.4 (Special adjoint functor theorem)
Consider a functor F:.xI~ f!J and suppose the following conditions
are satisfied:

(1) .xl is complete;
(2) F preserves small limits;
(3) .xl is well-powered;
(4) .xl has a cogenerating family.

Under these conditions, F has a left adjoint functor.

Proof By 3.3.3, it suffices to prove the solution set condition for every
fixed object B E f!J. To do this, consider a cogenerating family (Gi)iEI
of.xl and an object BE f!J. Define

SB = {S S is a subobject of II G~(B'FG')} .
iEI

By G~(B,FGi) we mean the product of as many copies of Gi as there are
elements in f!J(B, FGi ); on the other hand the definition of SB must be
understood as the choice of one specific monomorphism

S) ) II G~(B,FGi)

iEI

for each isomorphism class. We shall prove SB satisfies the requirements
of 3.3.2.

Let us consider A E .xl and b: B~FA. We must find S E SB
and a:S~A, b':B~FS such that Faob' = b. We refer to dia­
gram 3.7 for the notation. By 4.5.2 we have a monomorphism a such
that PI oa = f for every i E I and f E .xI(A, Gi ). Just by definition of a
product, there is also a morphism 13 such that PI 013 = PFfob for every
i E I and f E .xI(A, Gi ). Pulling back a along 13, we obtain a subobject
S E SB and a morphism a:Q~A. Applying F which preserves pull­
backs and products, we get an analogous diagram 3.8 in f!J. There is a
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D

morphism 8 such that Fpg 08 = 9 for each i E I and 9 E £?4(B, FGi ). A
straightforward diagram chase shows that

FP! 0 Fa 0 b = F fob = FpF!ob 08= Fp! 0 Ff3 0 8

from which Fa 0 b = Ff3 0 8 by uniqueness of the factorization through
a product. The existence of the required factorization b' follows at once
from this and the definition of a pullback. D

Corollary 3.3.5 Consider a functor F: d ~£?4 and suppose the fol­
lowing conditions are satisfied:

(1) d is complete;
(2) F preserves small limits;
(3) d is well-powered;
(4) d has a cogenerator.

Under these conditions, F has a left adjoint functor. D

Corollary 3.3.6 Consider a functor F: d ~£?4 and suppose the fol­
lowing conditions are satisfied:

(1) d is complete;
(2) F preserves small limits;
(3) d has a strong generating family;
(4) d has a cogenerating family.

Under these conditions, F has a left adjoint functor.

Proof By 4.5.15, d is indeed well-powered.

Corollary 3.3.7 Consider a functor F: d ~£?4 and suppose the fol­
lowing conditions are satisfied:

(1) d is complete;
(2) F preserves small limits;
(3) d has a strong generator;
(4) d has a cogenerator.

Under these conditions, F has a left adjoint functor. D

As a first application of these existence theorems, let us observe that:

Proposition 3.3.8 Suppose the category d satisfies the following con­
ditions:

(1) d is complete;
(2) d is well-powered;
(3) d has a cogenerating family.
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Under these conditions, d is cocomplete as well.
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Proof Applying proposition 3.2.3 and using its notation, it suffices
to prove that the functor ~ preserves limits. But this is obvious from
2.15.2. 0

Examples 3.3.9

3.3.9.a The inclusion Ab '-+ Gr of the category of abelian groups in
the category of groups has a left adjoint functor. Indeed the conditions
of 3.3.7 are satisfied, with Z a strong generator and Q/Z a cogenerator
(see chapter 4).

3.3.9.b The "unit ball" functor B: Ban! ----+Set from the category of
Banach spaces and linear contractions to the category of sets has a left
adjoint functor. Indeed the conditions of 3.3.7 are satisfied (see 2.9.1O.c)
with lR both a strong generator and a cogenerator (see chapter 4).

3.3.9.c The inclusion Comp '-+ Top of the category of compact Haus­
dorff spaces in the category of all topological spaces has a left adjoint
(called the "Stone-Cech compactification"). Indeed the conditions of
3.3.7 are satisfied (see 2.1.7.g and 2.4.6.f) with the singleton as a strong
generator and the unit interval [0,1] as a cogenerator (see chapter 4).

3.3.9.d Consider a functor F: d ----+r!J between small categories d
and r!J. Consider the corresponding functor

F*: Fun(r!J, Set) -----4) Fun(d, Set)

obtained by composition with F. By the dual of 2.15.2, the categories
Fun(r!J, Set) and Fun(d, Set) are cocomplete and the functor F* pre­
serves colimits. The category Fun(r!J, Set) is certainly co-well-powered:
indeed, by corollary 2.15.3, an epimorphism p: F ::::} G is such that each
PB: FB----+GB is surjective; since each set FB has just a set of quo­
tients and 1r!J1 itself is a set, there is just a set of epimorphisms p: F ::::} •
of domain F. On the other hand the representable functors constitute
a generating family for Fun(r!J, Set) (see 4.5.17.b). By the dual of 3.3.4,
F* has a right adjoint functor. This example is an instance of what is
called a "Kan extension" (see 3.7.2).

3.3.9.e .If f:A----+B is a functor between two posets, f has a left
adjoint as long as A is complete and f preserves infima. Indeed, the
solution set condition is now obvious: it suffices to take as solution set
the set of all elements of A (see 2.8.6).
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3.4 Fully faithful adjoint functors

Two categories.9l, f1l are isomorphic when there exists a pair of functors
F, G: .91~f1l with the properties FoG = I"" Go F = I d . Imposing
a condition like FG(B) = B on the objects seems in opposition with
the global spirit of category theory, where things are defined up to iso­
morphism. It would therefore sound more reasonable to get interested
in situations where identities are replaced by isomorphisms FoG ~ I&W,
Go F ~ I d . This is the essence of the notion of an "equivalence of
categories" , which will be presented at the end of this section.

Proposition 3.4.1 Consider two functors G --l F: .91~f1l, with G left
adjoint to F and 'TJ: I&W ::::} FG, c: GF::::} Id the two corresponding natu­
ral transformations (see 3.1.5). The following conditions are equivalent:

(1) F is full and faithful;
(2) C is an isomorphism.

Under these conditions, 'TJ *F and G * 'TJ are isomorphisms as well.

Proof (I)::::} (2). The morphism 'TJFA: F A------+FGFA has the form
FaA for some morphism aA: A------+GFA, because F is full. From the
relation FCA 0 FaA = FCA 0 'TJFA = IFA and the faithfulness of F, we
deduce cA 0 aA = IA. To prove the equality aA 0 cA = ICFA, it suffices
to notice that

F(aA 0 CA) 0 'TJFA = 'TJFA 0 FCA 0 'TJFA = 'TJFA = F(IcFA) 0 'TJFA,

since (GFA, 'TJFA) is the reflection of FA along F.
(2) ::::} (1). Consider the composite

.9I(A, A') .9I(cA' IA'{ .9I(GFA, A') (}A',FA) f1l(FA, FA').

We know that each individual mapping is a bijection. The composite
bijection maps an arrow a: A ------+ A' to

(}A',FA(a 0 cA) = F(a 0 CA) 0 'TJFA = Fa 0 FCA 0 'TJFA = Fa

(see 3.1.5), so it is just the action of F.
Now if conditions (1), (2) are satisfied, for all objects A E .91, BE f1l

one has FCA 0'TJFA = I FA and cCB 0 G'TJB = ICB. Since cA and CCB are
isomorphisms, so are 'TJFA and G'TJB. 0

Proposition 3.4.2 Consider a functor F: .91------+f1l with both a left
adjoint functor G and a right adjoint functor H. If one of those adjoint
functors is full and faithful, so is the other adjoint functor.
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Proof Let us write e: GF ::::} Id, 'fJ: 1.9l ::::} FG, a: F H ::::} 1.9l and
{3: I d ::::} H F for the canonical natural transformations of the adjunc­
tions (see 3.1.5). Let us assume H is full and faithful and let us prove
the same holds for G (the converse implication holds by duality). Using
3.4.1, we must prove that 'fJ is an isomorphism whenever a is. Assuming
a is an isomorphism, we consider the composite

FG FGa-
l

) FGF H __F_e....:.H'--~)F H ------'a"---~d.9l

and prove it is inverse to 'fJ. Indeed

a 0 FeH 0 FGa- 1 O'fJ = a 0 FeH 0 'fJFG 0 a-I = a 0 a-I = 1.

On the other hand, the relation aF 0 F{3 = IF implies F{3 = apl and
therefore, by naturality of a, e and by 3.1.5,

'fJ 0 a 0 FeH 0 FGa-1 = FGa 0 FH'fJ 0 FeH 0 FGa-1

= FGa 0 FeHGF 0 FGFH'fJ 0 FGa- 1

= FGa 0 FeHFG 0 FGa- 1FG 0 FG'fJ

= FGa 0 FeHFG 0 FGF{3G 0 FG'fJ

= FIG oFIG

= I FG . 0

Proposition 3.4.3 Given a functor F: d ~f.!4, the following condi­
tions are equivalent:

(1) F is full and faithful and has a full and faithfu11eft adjoint G;
(2) F has a left adjoint G and the two canonical natural transformations

of the adjunction 'fJ: 1.9l::::} FG, e:GF::::} Id are isomorphisms;
(3) there exists a functor G: f.!4~d and two arbitrary natural iso­

morphisms 1.9l ~ FG, GF ~ Id;

(4) F is full and faithful and each object B E f.!4 is isomorphic to an
object of the form FA, A Ed;

(5) the dual condition of (1);
(6) the dual condition of (2).

Proof Since conditions (3) and (4) are autodual, it suffices to prove
the equivalence of (1) to (4). (1) ::::} (2) follows from 3.4.2 and (2) ::::} (3)
is obvious.

Let us prove (3) ::::} (4). First of all, B E f.!4 is isomorphic to FGB,
with GB E d, which proves the second assertion. Now since FG is
isomorphic to the identity, FG is full and faithful; therefore G is faithful
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and F is full. In the same way the isomorphism GF ~ I d shows that F
is faithful and G is full.

To prove (4) '* (1), we first show the existence of a left adjoint G to
F (see diagram 3.9). Given B E f!J, choose an object GB E d and an
isomorphism

~rIB: B --=-----*) FGB.

Given A E d and b: B ---* FA, the morphism b 0 'f/B1
: FGB ---*FA

has the form Fa for some unique a: GB ---* A, which implies immedi­
ately that (GB, 'f/B) is the reflection of B along F. Since each 'f/B is an
isomorphism, the left adjoint functor G is full and faithful (see 3.4.1).

o
We recall that an axiom of choice is needed to deduce the existence of

a left adjoint functor from the existence of a reflection for each object
(implication (4) '* (1)).

But more importantly one should observe that when two isomorphisms
'f/: Ia :::} FG and E: GF '* I d are given as in (3), the constructions per­
formed in proving (3) '* (4) and (4) '* (1) show that G is left adjoint to
F, with 'f/ as one of the canonical natural transformations of the adjunc­
tion; but there is no reason for E to be the second natural transforma­
tion of the adjunction: in other words, the triangles involved in 3.1.5.(2)
have no reason to commute (of course, there is some other isomorphism
e': GF:::} Id constructed from 'f/ which makes them commute). See ex­
ercise 3.9.4 for a counterexample. By duality, one could cle~rly choose
e as one of the canonical natural transformations of the adjunction and
construct some 'f/' as second natural transformation.

Definition 3.4.4 A functor F: d ---* f!J which satisfies the conditions
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of proposition 3.4.3 is called an equivalence of categories.

It is a matter of fact that two equivalent categories share most cate­
gorical properties with each other. For example:

Proposition 3.4.5 Consider an equivalence F: d -----+r!J of categories.
If d is (finitely) complete, so is rJI.

Proof Consider G:r!J-----+d, left adjoint to F (see 3.4.3). Given a
(finite) small category ~ and a functor H: ~ -----+ r!J, the functor GH
has a limit since d is (finitely) complete. Since F preserves limits (see
3.2.2), FGH has a limit. But the limit of FGH is isomorphic to the
limit of H, just because FG is isomorphic to 1~. 0

The proof of the previous proposition emphasizes the fact that equiv­
alent categories have the same properties as far as limits are concerned.
One should nevertheless be careful when using equivalences. It is not
true that in a construction, replacing categories by equivalent ones pro­
duces equivalent results. For example write 1 for the discrete category
with a single object * and 2 for the category with two objects A,B and
just one single isomorphism between them. Consider diagram 3.10 in
Cat, where 0 stands for the empty category, F(*) = A and G(*) = B.
The horizontal lines are equalizers and the diagram commutes, meaning
that F' 0 M = No F, G' 0 M = No G and M 0 i = i' 0 L. Now M
and N are equivalences of categories, but L is not. The trouble comes
from the fact that, although M, N are equivalences making the diagram
commutative, no choice of the corresponding adjoint equivalences can
be made which still makes the diagram commutative. In other words,
writing:lt for the category .==t. defining equalizers (see 2.6.7.b), the
two functors :It==tCat given respectively by F, G and F', G' are not
equivalent in the 2-category Cat, in the sense of 7.1.2. So replacing cat­
egories by equivalent ones when computing a limit in Cat does not in
general yield equivalent results.
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3.5 Reflective subcategories

When F:.xI~f1l is a full and faithful functor, the corestriction of F to
its image F:.xI~F(.xI) is obviously an equivalence of categories (see
3.4.3.(4)). Replacing F(.xI) by the full subcategory .xl' ~ f1l generated
by all the objects B E f1l isomorphic to an object of the form FA, one
still has an equivalence F:.xI~.xI' (see 3.4.3.(4)). Working with.xl'
instead of.xl enables us to consider a canonical inclusion .xl' ~ f1l instead
of a full and faithful functor F:.xI ~f1l.

Definition 3.5.1 A full subcategory.xl ofa category f1l is replete when,
with every object A E .xl, .xl also contains every object BE f1l isomor­
phic to A.

Definition 3.5.2 A reflective subcategory of a category f1l is a full
replete subcategory.xl of f1l whose inclusion i: .xl~f1l in f1l admits a
left adjoint r: f1l~.xI, called the reflection.

The fact of choosing .xl to be replete in f1l is unessential; it is just an
easy way to choose a canonical element in the class of all subcategories
equivalent to .xl. This specific choice also makes life easier since most
constructions of category theory are only defined up to an isomorphism.

Proposition 3.5.3 Consider a (finitely) complete category f1l and a re­
flective subcategory .xl off1l. Under these conditions .xl itself is (finitely)
complete.

Proof Take a (finite) small category~, a functor H: ~~.xI and the
limit (L, (PD)DE!')) of i °H, where i:.xI~f1l is the canonical inclusion
and r: f1l~.xI is its left adjoint (see diagram 3.11). Each morphism
PD gives rise to a unique factorization qD: rL~H D in .xl, with the
property iqD0'T/L = PD (see 3.1.1). Given d:D~D' in~, the relations

i(HdoqD) 0'T/L = iHdoPD =PD' = iqDI 0'T/L
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imply Hd 0 qD = qD', by definition of a reflection (see 3.1.1). So the
morphisms (qD)DE£0 constitute a cone on H, and thus the morphisms
(iqD) DEfJ constitute a cone on iH. This yields a unique factorization
f..£L: irL--+L such that PD 0 f..£L = iqD for each D. From PD 0 f..£L 0 "lL =
iqD 0 "lL = PD we deduce f..£L 0 "lL = 1L by definition of a limit. On
the other hand "lL 0 f..£L:irL--+irL has the form i(VL) for a unique
vL:rL--+rL, just because i is full and faithful. From the relations

i(vd 0 "lL = "lL 0 f..£L 0 "lL = "lL = i(1rL) 0 "lL

we deduce VL = 1rL , by definition of a reflection. In particular "lL 0 f..£L =

i(VL) = 1irL and "lL is an isomorphism. Since .91 is replete in f1l, this
proves that L belongs already to d. The conclusion is then obvious. 0

By duality, a coreflective subcategory of a cocomplete category is itself
cocomplete. This obvious remark stands here just to emphasize the fact
that our next result is by no means dual to 3.5.3.

Proposition 3.5.4 Consider a (finitely) cocomplete category f1l and a
reflective subcategory d. Under these conditions, .91 itself is (finitely)

cocomplete.

Proof Take a (finite) small category ~ and a functor H: ~--+d;write
(L, (sD) DEfJ) for the colimit of iH, where i: .91--+ f1l is the canonical
inclusion. Writing r: f1l--+d for the reflection, we know already that
(rL, (rsD)DEfJ) is the colimit of riH (see 3.2.2). But ri is isomorphic
to the identity on .91 (see 3.4.1), therefore (rL, (rsD)DEfJ) is also the
colimit of H. 0

Definition 3.5.5 A localization of a category f1l with finite limits is a
reflective subcategory .91 of f1l whose reflection preserves finite limits.

Definition 3.5.6 An essential localization ofa category f1l is a reflective
subcategory .91 of f1l whose reflection itself admits a left adjoint.

A functor with a left adjoint preserves all limits (see 3.2.2). So when f1l
has finite limits, every essential localization of f1l is certainly a localiza­
tion. Moreover if i: .91--+f1l is the canonical inclusion and l --l r --l i are
the reflection and its left adjoint, the functor l is again full and faithful
(see 3.4.2). Therefore the full subcategory l(d) ~ ffI is, up to an equiv­
alence, a coreflective subcategory of ffI. It should be noticed that l has
in general no reason at all to coincide with the canonical inclusion i of
.91 in ffI.
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Proposition 3.5.7 Consider a category f1l with finite limits and filtered
colimits, and a localization .91 of f1l. If in f1l finite limits commute with
filtered colimits, the same property holds in d.

Proof We use the notation of section 2.13 and consider a functor

F:C{j x f!) ).91,

with C{j filtered and f!) finite. We write Lim and Colim for limits and
colimits in f1l and correspondingly, lim and colim for limits and colimits
in d. Using the construction of limits and colimits in .91 as described in
3.5.3, 3.5.4, the result is proved by the following isomorphisms, where
i: .91~f1l is the canonical inclusion and r: f1l~d is the reflection.
We recall that i, r preserve finite limits while r preserves colimits (see
3.2.2).

limDeZ!colim cee ~ limDeZ!r (Colim ceeiF(C, D))

~ rLimDEf'fiir(ColimceciF(C, D))

~ rirLim DEf'fiColim ceciF(C, D)

~ rirColim CE'CLim DEf'fiiF(C, D)

~ ricolimcE'crLimDEf'fiiF(C, D)

~ ricolim CE'ClimDEf'firiF(C, D)

~ colimcE'ClimDEf'fiF(C, D). 0

3.6 Epireflective subcategories

In this section, we pay special attention to the reflective subcategories
i: .91 <--t f1l with the property that, given an object B of f1l and its
reflection (rB,rlB), the canonical morphism "1B: B~irB is an epi­
morphism. While studying this particular topic, we shall freely use some
notions which will only be introduced in chapter 4.

Definition 3.6.1 Consider a category f1l and a reflective subcategory
.91 of f1l, with corresponding adjunction r -1 i: d~f1l. The reflection r

is an epireflection when, for every object BE f1l, the universal morphism
"1B: B~irB is an epimorphism.

Proposition 3.6.2 Consider a category f1l in which every morphism can
be factored as an epimorhism followed by a strong monomorphism. For
a reflective subcategory r -1 i:d~dI of f1l, the following conditions
are equivalent:
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(1) the reflection is an epireflectionj
(2) given a strong monomorphism u: B ~iA in £fl, with B E £fl and

A Ed, the object B belongs to d.

Proof (1) =} (2). The consideration of the commutative square in
diagram 3.12, where T/iA is an isomorphism and u is a strong monomor­
phism, indicates that T/B is a strong monomorphism as well (see 4.3.6).
Since T/B is by assumption an epimorphism, it is an isomorphism (see
4.3.6 again). Since ir(B) E d, and B ~ ir(B), BEd because d is
replete in £fl (see 3.5.2).

(2) =} (1). Given an object B E £fl, let us consider the canonical
morphism T/B: B~ir(B) and its strong-mono-epi factorization

B p ).>[) j >ir(B).

Let us consider diagram 3.13. By 3.4.1, T/ir(B) and rT/B are isomorphisms.
reB) E d, thus lEd by assumption; so again by 3.4.1, "11 is an iso­
morphism. Since ir(T/B) is an isomorphism, ir(p) is a strong monomor-
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phism. Since p is an epimorphism and 'r/I is an isomorphism, ir(p) is an
epimorphism; thus it is an isomorphism. So ir(p) and ir(r]B) are both
isomorphisms, from which ir(j) is an isomorphism as well. Finally 'r/I,

'fIir(B) and ir(j) are isomorphisms, thus j is an isomorphism and 'fiB is
isomorphic to the epimorphism p. 0

Definition 3.6.3 Consider a category f1l and a reflective subcategory
d of f1l, with corresponding adjunction r --l i: d~f1l. The reflection
r is a strong epireflection when, for every object B E f1l, the universal
morphism 'fiB: B -----*irB is a strong epimorphism.

Proposition 3.6.4 Consider a category f1l in which every morphism fac­
tors as a strong epimorphism followed by a monomorphism. For a reflec­
tive subcategory d of f1l, with corresponding adjunction r --l i: d~f1l,
the following conditions are equivalent:

(1) the reflection is a strong epireflection;
(2) given a monomorphism u: B >--------+iA in f1l, with B E f1l and A E d,

the object B belongs to d.

Proof This perfectly analogous to that of 3.6.2, replacing "strong
monomorphism" by monomorphism and "epimorphism" by "strong epi­
morphism" . 0

By analogy, one could define the notions of "monoreflection" (each
'fiB is a monomorphism) or "strong monoreflection" (each 'fiB is a strong
monomorphism). It should be clear that these notions are by no means
dual to those of epireflection or strong epireflection. With the notation of
3.6.1, the dual notion of "being an epireflection" is "being a coreftection
with each 'fiB: irB -----* B a monomorphism" .

3.7 Kan extensions

In example 3.3.9.d, we considered a functor F: d -----*f1l between two
small categories d, f1l and the corresponding functor

F*: Fun(f1l, Set)--~)Fun(d, Set)

obtained by composition with F. From the cocompleteness of Set and
various properties of the category Fun(f1l, Set), strongly depending on
the fact of working with the category Set, we proved the existence of a
right adjoint to F*. In this section, we shall replace Set by an arbitrary
cocomplete category... and prove that F* always has a left adjoint!
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Definition 3.7.1 Consider two functors F: d ~rJI and G: d ~~.
The left Kan extension of G along F, if it exists, is a pair (K, 0:) where

• K: rJI~~ is a functor,
• 0:: G ::::} K 0 F is a natural transformation,

satisfying the following universal property: if (H, (3) is another pair with

• H:rJI~~ a functor,
• {3: G ::::} H 0 F a natural transformation,

there exists a unique natural transformation ,: K ::::} H satisfying the
equality h * F) 00: = {3 (see diagram 3.14).

We shall use the notation Lan FG to denote the left Kan extension
of G along F. The notation RanFG is used for the dual notion of right
Kan extension.

When d and rJI are small, we can consider the functor

F*: Fun(rJI, ~)----+) Fun(d,~)

acting by composition with F. The existence of the left Kan extension
of G along F means exactly the existence of a reflection (K, 0:) for G
along F*.

Theorem 3.7.2 Consider two functors F:d~rJI and G:d~~,
with d small and ~ cocomplete. Under these conditions, the left Kan
extension of G along F exists.

Proof We use the same notation as in 3.7.1. To define K, consider first a
fixed object B E rJI. We write tSB for the category of elements of the con­
travariant functor rJI(F-, B): d ~ Set (see 1.6.4) and ¢JB:tSB~d
for the corresponding forgetful functor. Now tSB is small since d is. We
write (KB, (SfA,b»)(A,b)EtlB) for the colimit of GO¢JB. This defines K on
the objects.

Given a morphism f: B~B' in rJI and an object (A, b) E tSB, the

pair (A, fob) is an object of 8B'· The family (sB(~ f b») is a
,0 (A,b)EtlB
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cocone on G 0 ¢JB because a morphism a: (A, b) ---* (A', b') in iffB im­
mediately gives rise to the morphism a: (A, fob) ---* (A', fob') in iffB' .
Therefore we get a unique factorization K f: K B ---* K B' through the
colimit K B with K f 0 SfA,b) = sf~,fOb)" This defines K on the arrows.
The uniqueness condition in the definition of K f easily implies that K
is indeed a functor.

To define a, we must construct a morphism aA:GA---*KFA for
each object A Ed. It suffices to define aA = SrA~lFA)' Let us prove the
naturality of a. Given a morphism a: A---*A' in d, we have indeed

FA FA' FA'
K Fa 0 s(A,lFA) = s(A,Fa) = s(A',lFA') 0 Ga,

where the first equality holds by definition of K Fa and the second equal­
ity holds because a: (A, Fa)---*(A', 1FA') is a morphism of iffFA'.

Now consider a functor H: f!J---*C(l together with a natural trans­
formation 13: G ::::} H 0 F. To construct '"'f: K ::::} H, let us fix an object
BE f!J. For each (A,b) E iffB consider the composite

(G 0 ¢JB) (A, b) = GA ------,-13--,-,A,---+) H F A Hb )HB.

Those morphisms constitute a cone on Go ¢JB, just by definition of iffB
and naturality of 13. So we get a unique factorization '"'fB: K B ---* H B
through the colimit KB yielding '"'fB 0 SfA,b) = Hb 013A. To prove the
naturality of '"'f, consider a morphism f: B---*B' in f!J and an object
(A, b) E iffB. The relations

Hf 0 '"'fB 0 SfA,b) = Hf 0 Hb 0 13A

=H(fob)o13A
B'

= '"'fB' 0 S(A,fob)

= '"'fB' 0 Kf 0 SfA,b)

imply the required identity H f O'"'fB = '"'fB' oKf, by definition of a colimit.
The condition b *F) 0 a = 13 reduces to the equality '"'fFA 0 aA = 13A,

which is just the relation

'"'fFA 0 SrA~lFA) = H(1FA) 0 13A

appearing in the definition of '"'fFA. The uniqueness of '"'f with such a
property reduces easily to the uniqueness condition in the definition of
'"'fFA· 0

A left Kan extension is called "pointwise" when each Lan FG(B) can
be computed by the colimit formula of theorem 3.7.2. See exercise 3.9.7
for an example of a non-pointwise Kan extension.
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It should be noticed that, given a Kan extension, the triangle of di­
agram 3.15 does not in general commute (see exercise 3.8.7). But it
"commutes up to isomorphism" in a special case of interest, as attested
by the next result. Exercise 3.9.5 shows that the assumption in 3.7.3 is
by no means necessary.

Proposition 3.7.3 Consider a full and faithful functor F: d ~f!l

with d a small category. Let C{j be a cocomplete category. Given a functor
G: d ~C{j, the canonical natural transformation G ::::} (Lan FG) 0 F is
an isomorphism.

Proof We use the notation of 3.7.2. Given an object A E d, let
us prove that the pair (A,IFA) is a terminal object for tffFA. Given
(A', b) E tffFA, we have a morphism b: F A'~ F A which, by fullness
of F, has the form Fa for some a: A'~A. In particular we obtain a
morphism a: (A', b)~(A, I FA) in tffFA. Given another morphism of
this kind a': (A', b)~(A, I FA), the relation Fa' 0 I FA = b implies
Fa' = Fa, thus a' = a by faithfulness of F. Applying 2.11.5 we conclude
that

KFA ~ colimG 0 <PFA ~ Go <PFA(A, I FA) ~ GA. 0

Proposition 3.7.4 Consider categories d, f!l, C{j, f!) with d, f!l small.
Consider functors F:d~f!l, G:d~C{j, K:f!l~C{j, L:C{j~f!),

R:f!)~C{j with L left adjoint to R and K = LanFG. Under these
conditions L 0 Lan FG = Lan FLG (see diagram 3.16).

Proof Applying 3.7.1 and 3.2.4, we get the following bijections, for
every functor H: f!l~ f!).

Nat(L 0 Lan FG, H)~Nat(LanFG, RH)

~Nat(G,RHF)

~Nat(LG,HF)

~Nat(LanFLG,H).
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d F) f!J

a1/1

Diagram 3.16

So L 0 Lan FC ~ Lan FLC, by putting successively H = L 0 Lan FC,
H=LanFLC. 0

We have already seen that the existence of an adjoint functor or a Kan
extension can be reduced to the existence of a limit or a colimit (see 3.3.1
and 3.7.2). On the other hand the existence of a limit or a Kan extension
can be reduced to that of an adjoint functor (see 3.2.3 and 3.7.1). We
shall complete the picture by proving that the existence of a limit or an
adjoint functor can be reduced to that of a Kan extension.

Proposition 3.7.5 Consider a functor C: d ----"tiff, with d a small
category. Write 1 for the category with a single object and a single
arrow, and F: d ----"t 1 for the corresponding functor. The functor C
has a colimit if and only if the left Kan extension Lan FC of C along F
exists.

Proof Going back to the proof of 3.7.2 and writing * for the unique
object of 1, we observe that $* is just the category d, so that when
colim C exists, so does colim C 0 <p* and Lan FC can be constructed
pointwise as in 3.7.2.

Conversely if Lan FC exists, it is just the choice of an object L E Iff
and a natural transformation C => D.L, i.e. a cocone on C with vertex
L. The universality of this cocone is just the universality of Lan FC. 0

Proposition 3.7.6 Consider a functor F: d ----"tf!J between small cat­
egories. The following conditions are equivalent:

(1) F has a right adjoint C;
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(2) Lan F1d' exists and, for every functor L: d --+~, the isomorphism
L 0 Lan F Id' ~ Lan F L holds;

(3) LanFId' exists and the isomorphism F 0 LanFId' ~ LanFF holds.

(see diagram 3.17')

Proof (1) '* (2). Let us write 'TJ: Id' '* GF and c:: FG '* 1&W for
the natural transformations describing the adjunction (see 3.1.5). We
immediately get a natural transformation a = L * 'TJ: L '* LGF. Given
a functor H: f!J --+~ and a natural transformation {3: L '* H F, let us
consider the composite

'Y = (H * c:) 0 ({3 *G): LG '* HFG '* H.

The relation ('Y * F) 0 a = {3 follows from the naturality of {3 and the
triangular equalities of the adjunction (see 3.1.5):

b * F) 0 a = (H * c: * F) 0 ({3 *G * F) 0 (L * 'TJ)

= (H * c: * F) 0 (H * F * 'TJ) 0 {3

= H((c: * F) 0 (F * 'TJ)) 0 {3

= H(lp ) 0 {3

-{3- .

Moreover, if 'Y' :LG '* H satisfies b ' *F) 0 a = {3, we compute immedi­
ately that

'Y = (H * c:) 0 ({3 *G)

= (H * c:) 0 b ' *F *G) 0 (L * 'TJ *G)
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= ,,/' 0 (L * G * e) 0 (L *"1 * G)

= ,,/' 0 L ((G * e) 0 ('T/ * G) )

= ,,/' 0 L(le ) .

= ,,/'.

This proves that (L 0 G, L * 'T/) = Lan FL for every functor L.
(2) => (3) is obvious.
(3) => (1) Let us write Lan F1d' = (G, 'T/). By assumption Lan FF =

(F 0 G, F * 'T/). Considering the functor 1~: f1I~f1I and the identity
natural transformation F= 1~ 0 F, the definition of Lan FF yields a
natural transformation e: FoG => 1~ with the property (e*F)o(F*'T/) =
IF. It remains to prove that (G*e) 0 ('T/* G) = Ie (see 3.1.5) which, by
the uniqueness condition in the definition of Lan F Id" is equivalent to
proving

(((G*e)o('T/*G)) *F) 0'T/= (Ie*F)o'T/.

Indeed, using the naturality of'T/ and the triangular equality which is
already proved, we get

( ((G * e) 0 ('T/ * G)) * F) 0 'T/ = (G * e * F) 0 ('T/ * G * F) 0 'T/

= (G * e * F) 0 (G * F * 'T/) 0 'T/

= G((e * F) 0 (F * 'T/)) 0 'T/

=G(IF)o'T/

='T/. 0

3.8 Tensor product of set-valued functors

Proposition 3.8.1 Consider a small category .91 and two functors

F: .91* l Set, G: .91 l Set.
Write

Y:d lFun(d*,Set), Y*:d* lFun(d,Set)

for the covariant Yoneda embeddings

Y(A) = d(-, A), Y*(A) = d(A, -).
Under these considions, there is a bijection

(Lan y.F)(G) ~ (Lan yG)(F).

Proof We can apply the constructions of 3.7.2 to produce these two
objects. More precisely we consider the category <'Ii defined as follows.
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• Objects: pairs (A, 0:) where 0:: d (A, -) '* G is a natural transfor­
mation.

• Arrows: an arrow f: (A, 0:)-* (A', 0:'). is a morphism f: A'-*A
in d such that 0: 0 dU, -) = 0:'

We also take the obvious forgetful functor ¢>: Cfl-*d* and consider the
category ~ defined as follows.

• Objects: pairs (B, (3) where (3: d(-, B) '* F is a natural transfor­
mation.

• Arrows: an arrow g: (B, (3) -* (B', (3') is a morphism g: B -*B'
in d such that (3' 0 d(-, g) = (3.

Likewise we take the obvious forgetful functor 'IjJ: ~-*d. We must
prove that, as objects of Set,

coHm (A,o)(F 0 ¢»(A, 0:) ~ COHm(B,,8)(G 0 'IjJ)(B, (3).

Let us recall (see 2.15.6) that we have the following isomorphisms:

G = coHm (A,o)(Y* 0 ¢»(A, 0:),

F = coHm (B,,8)(Y 0 'IjJ)(B, (3).

Applying 2.15.2 and 2.12.1, we get

(Lany.F)(G) ~ COHm(A,o)F(A)

~ coHm (A,o) ( (coHm (B,,8)d(-, B)) (A))

~ coHm (A,o)coHm (B,,8)d(A, B)

~ coHm (B,,8)coHm (A,o)d(A, B)

~ coHm (B,,8) ((coHm (A,o)d(A, -) )(B))

~ coHm (B,,8)G(B)

~ (Lan yG)(F). 0

Under the conditions of 3.8.1, one often writes F ® G for the set

(Lan y.F)(G) ~ F ® G ~ (Lan yG)(F).

This interchange formula will playa key role in the theories of left exact
and fiat functors (see chapter 6).
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3.9 Exercises

3.9.1 Consider the category C{j with a single object *.and just two ar­
rowS: the identity 1 on * and a morphism f such that f 0 f = 1. Prove
that I determines a natural transformation cp: 1~ => 1~. The identity
functor 1~ on C{j is left adjoint to itself and the corresponding natural
transformations "': 1~ => 1~ 0 1~, e: 1~ 0 1~ => 1~ can both be chosen to be
the identity; but they can also both be chosen to be the transformation

cp.

3.9.2 Prove that a functor F: .91 ----+rJI has a left adjoint functor if and
only if for every object B E rJI, the functor

rJI(B, F-): .91 ) Set

is representable.

3.9.3 Consider the category Idem whose objects are the pairs (X, v)
of a set X provided with an idempotent endomorphism v: X ----+ X,
v 0 v = v. A morphism of Idem (X,v)----+(Y,w) is just a mapping
I: X ----+ Y satisfying w 0 f = f 0 v. There is a canonical full embedding
of the category Set of sets and mappings in Idem:

i: Set ) Idem, X I-t (X, Ix).

Consider now the functor determined by

j: Idem--~)Set, (X, v) I-t {x E X Iv(x) = x} .

Prove that j is both left and right adjoint to i.

3.9.4 In exercise 3.9.1, observe the existence of a pair of functors 1~,

I,,:~~~ and a pair of natural isomorphisms

id: 1~ => 1~ 0 1~, cp: 1~ 0 1~ ) 1~,

expressing the fact that 1~ is an equivalence of categories (see 3.4.3.(3)).
Prove that id, cp do not exhibit the adjunction between 1~ and 1~ (see
3.4.3.(2)).

3.9.5 Consider two functors F: .91 ----+rJI and G: .91 ----+C{j, with the
property

'v'A,A' E .91 'v'f,f':A------*~A GI = G!' => FI = Fl'.

Suppose .91, rJI are small, C{j is cocomplete and F is full. Under these
conditions LanGF exists and the isomorphism G ~ LanGF 0 F holds.
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3.9.6 Consider a functor F: d ----"trJI between small categories. For each
object A E d the Kan extension Lan Fd(A, -) exists and is given by
rJI(FA, -). [Hint: apply the Yoneda lemma.] The equality

Lan Fd(A, -) 0 F = d(A, -)

holds precisely when F is full and faithful.

3.9.7 Consider the category 1 with a single object A and a single arrow
lA, the category 2 with two distinct objects A, B and just the identity
arrows lA, lB, and the category 2 with two distinct objects A, B, the
identityarrrows lA, lB and an additional arrow f: B----"tA. Define the
functors F: 1----"t2 and C: 1----"t2 by FA = A, CA = A. Observe that
the only two functors from 2to 2 are the constant functors ~A and ~B'

Check that ~A is the left Kan extension Lan FC, With the notation of
3.7.2, prove that rffB is an empty category and ~A(B) is not isomorphic
to the colimit of CO ¢YB. SO the Kan extension Lan FC is not pointwise.
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Generators and projectives

4.1 Well-powered categories

Given a set x, each of us knows the notion of "subset of X". Our best
approximation to this is, up to now, the notion of "monomorphism with
codomain X". But for example f: {7r}~N, f(7r) = 0 is a monomor­
phism in Set... but is not formally a "subset" of N. In fact a monomor­
phism f:A~B in Set defines a subset of B, namely the subset f(A),
which as a set is isomorphic to A via f.

Definition 4.1.1 Consider a category d and an object A E d. Two
monomorphisms f: R >----+ A and g: S >----+ A are equivalent when there
exists an isomorphism T: R 9!) S such that gOT = f. An equivalence
-class of monomorphisms with codomain A is called a subobject of A.
The dual notion is that of a "quotient of A".

When the category d is not small, there can be a proper class of
subobjects of a given object A E d.

Definition 4.1.2 A category d is well-powered when the subobjects
of every object constitute a set.

It is most often obvious to observe that a category is well-powered:

(1) in the category Set of sets, the subobjects of a set X are in bijection
with the subsets of X;

(2) in the category Gr of groups, the subobjects of a group G are in
bijection with the subgroups of G;

(3) in the category Top of topological spaces, the subobjects of a topo­
logical space (X, T) are in bijection with the pairs (Y, S), where Y
is a subset of X and S is a topology finer than the topology on Y
induced by T.

132
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o

And so on .... It is thus obvious, in all those cases, that the category is
well-powered. Examples of non-well-powered categories are often quite
unnatural. For instance observe that in a partially ordered set (or class),
each arrow is of course a monomorphism, since you can never find two
distinct arrows between two specified objects. Therefore in a partially
ordered class with top element 1, the subobjects of 1 are in bijection
with the elements of the class.

4.2 Intersection and union

Given an object A of a category~, let us consider the class Mono(A) of
all monomorphisms with codomain A. A monomorphism r: R >---* A is
smaller than a monomorphism s: S>---*A when there exists a (mono)
morphism t: R>---*S such that sot = r. Observe that t can be chosen
an isomorphism precisely when, in addition, s is smaller than r. Indeed
if there exists t': S >---* R such that rot' = s, we have rot' 0 t =

rand sot 0 t' = s, from which t' 0 t = lR and tot' = Is since r
and s are monomorphisms. Performing the quotient on Mono(A) which
identifies isomorphic monomorphisms, we obtain a partial order on the
class Sub(A) of subobjects of A. We recall that ~ is well-powered when,
for each A E ~, Sub(A) is a set (see 4.1.2).

Since Sub(A) is a partially ordered class, it makes sense to consider
the existence of the infimum or the supremum of a family of subob­
jects. Let us make clear that by "family", we always mean a set-indexed
family. Except when some confusion could arise, we speak freely of the
monomorphism r: R >---* A or the corresponding subobject, without em­
phasizing the difference.

Definition 4.2.1 Consider an object A of a category~. By the inter­
section ofa family ofsubobjects of A, we mean their infimum in Sub(A).
By the union of a family of subobjects of A, we mean their supremum
in Sub(A).

Proposition 4.2.2 Consider an object A of a category ~ and suppose
Sub(A) is a set. The following conditions are equivalent:

(1) the intersection of every family of subobjects of A exists;
(2) the union of every family of subobjects of A exists.

Proof In a poset, it is well-known that

SUPiEIsi = inf{s IVi E lSi, ::; S} ,

infiEIsi = sup{ S IVi E Is::; Si} .
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Diagram 4.1

Proposition 4.2.3 In a category f(5 with pullbacks, the intersection of
two subobjects of the same object A E f(5 always exists and is given by
their pullback.

Proof If r, s are monomorphisms, so are r', s' obtained by pullback (see
2.5.3) as in diagram 4.1. Thus ros' = sor': P>----+A is another subobject
of A and, by definition of a pullback, it is obviously the infimum of r, s
in Sub(A). D

The previous result generalizes easily to the case of arbitrary intersec­
tions:

Proposition 4.2.4 In a complete category, the intersection of every
family of subobjects of a fixed object always exists.

Proof Given first a non-empty family (Si: Si >----+A)iEI of subob­
jects, we compute the limit (L, (pi )iEI) of the diagram constituted of
the various morphisms Si. All the composites Si 0 Pi:L~A are equal
by definition of a limit and, since the set I of indices is not empty,
this effectively gives us a morphism s: L~A. This morphism s is a
Dlonomorphism because, given x, y:X~L with sox = soy, we have
S,OPiOX = sox = soy = Si 0Pi oy for every i E I, and thus Pi ox = Pi oy
since Si is a monomorphism. But then x = y (see 2.6.4). Just by def­
inition of a limit, the subobject s: L >----+ A is the intersection of the
subobjects (Si)iEI.

It remains to consider the case of an empty set of indices, Le. to prove
the existence of a biggest subobject of A. This is just the identity on A.

D

Corollary 4.2.5 In a complete and well-powered category, the intersec­
tion and the union of every family of subobjects of a fixed object always
exist.

Proof By 4.2.4 and 4.2.2. D
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At this stage one should avoid a classical mistake. Computing the
union of two subobjects is by no means a problem dual to that of com­
puting their intersection. Dualizing 4.2.3 tells us something about the
poset of quotients of A (epimorphisms with domain A), not about unions
in Sub(A). In the same way let us observe that in 4.2.5 the existence of
unions is by no means related to any assumption on colimits: it relies on
the formal formulas used in 4.2.2. In particular a finite version of 4.2.5
does not hold: a finitely complete and well-powered category certainly
admits finite intersections of subobjects (see 4.2.3), but not in general
finite unions of subobjects. Finite unions have been constructed in 4.2.5
using possibly infinite intersections. For a counterexample, just consider
a A-semi-lattice with a top element which is not a lattice.

Anticipating the results of section 4.4, let us give a construction of the
union of subobjects which applies very widely.

Proposition 4.2.6 In a category with (finite) coproducts and strong­
epi-mono factorizations, the union of a (finite) family of subobjects al­
ways exists.

Proof Consider subobjects Si: Si >----+ A, the corresponding factor­
ization s: lliEISi~ A through the coproduct and the canonical mor­
phisms O"i: Si~ lliEISi of the coproduct. Let us write S = u 0 p for
the strong-epi-mono factorization of s. This yields the commutative di­
agram 4.2. In particular each Si factors through u, proving Si ~ U.

Next consider t: T >----+ A, another subobject through which each Si

factors as Si = to t i (see diagram 4.3). There is a unique factorization T

through the coproduct, such that TO O"i = ti. Since

we deduce that tOT = S, by definition of a coproduct. Since t is a
monomorphism, by 4.4.5.(3) u factors through t. 0
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Diagram 4.3

4.3 Strong epimorphisms

Among epimorphisms, let us point out some particularly interesting

classes.

Definition 4.3.1 In a category, an epimorphism is called regular when
it is the coequaJizer of a pair of arrows.

Definition 4.3.2 An epimorphism f: A ------* B in a category is called
extremal when it does not factor through any proper subobject of B; i.e.
given I = i 0 p with i a monomorphism, i is necessarily an isomorphism.

Let us first observe some obvious properties.

Proposition 4.3.3 In a category Cfl

(1) every regular epimorphism is extremal,

(2) ifa composite fog is an extremal epimorphism, f itselfis an extremal
epimorphism,

(3) a morphism which is both a monomorphism and an extremal epi­
morphism is an isomorphism.

Prool Let I = Coker (u, v) and f = i 0 p, with i a monomorphism.
From i 0 po u = f 0 u = f 0 v = i 0 po v one deduces po u = po v,
since i is a monomorphism. Thus there exists a unique factorization j
through I = Coker (u, v), such that j 0 f = p (see diagram 4.4). From
iojol = iop = f, we deduce ioj = IB since f is an epimorphism. From
i 0 j 0 i = IB 0 i = i, one deduces j 0 i = II since i is a monomorphism.

Now if log is an extremal epimorphism, f is an epimorphism by
1.8.2. If I = i 0 p with i a monomorphism, fog = i 0 p 0 9 and i is an
isomorphism because log is an extremal epimorphism.

Finally if I: A ------* B is both a monomorphism and an extremal epi-
morphism, from I = I 0 lA we deduce that I is an isomorphism. 0
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Proposition 4.3.4 In a category d, suppose that every morphism
which is both a monomorphism and an epimorphism is necessarily an
isomorphism. In those conditions, every epimorphism is extremal.

Proof If f = i 0 p with f an epimorphism and i a monomorphism, i
is both a monomorphism and an epimorphism (see 1.8.2), thus it is an
isomorphism. D

The notion of regular epimorphism will prove to be crucial (see for
example chapter 2 of volume 2). On the other hand, the notion of ex­
tremal epimorphism coincides most often with the more sophisticated
notion of "strong epimorphism" and this· notion plays a key role in cat­
egory theory.

Definition 4.3.5 In a category d, an epimorphism f:A~B is called
a strong epimorphism when, for every commutative square z 0 u = v 0 f
as in diagram 4.5, with z: X~Y a monomorphism, there exists a
(unique) arrow w:B~X such that w 0 f = u, z 0 w = v.

The uniqueness condition in 4.3.5 is of course redundant since by
assumption, f is an epimorphism and z is a monomorphism. Here are
the key properties of strong epimorphisms:

Proposition 4.3.6 In a category d,

(1) the composite of two strong epimorphisms is a strong epimorphism,
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(2) if a composite log is a strong epimorphism, I is a strong epimor­
phism,

(3) a morphism which is both a monomorphism and a strong epimor-
phism is an isomorphism,

(4) every regular epimorphism is strong,
(5) every strong epimorphism is extremal.

Prool If I, 9 are strong epimorphisms, in diagram 4.6 choose z 0 U =
v 0 log with z a monomorphism. Since 9 is a strong epimorphism, we
find w such that w 0 9 = u and z 0 w = vI. Further since I is a strong
epimorphism, we find t such that to 1= wand z 0 t = v. It is obvious
that t is the required factorization.

Now suppose that log is a strong epimorphism in diagram 4.6 and
choose zow = vol, with z a monomorphism. Putting u = wog, one gets
a factorization t such that t 0 log = u, z 0 t = v since log is a strong
epimorphism. From z 0 t 0 I = v 0 I = z 0 w one deduces t 0 I = w since
z is a monomorphism. It is obvious that t is the required factorization.

If I is both a monomorphism and a strong epimorphism, considering
diagram 4.7 we find r such that r 0 I = 1B, lor = Ie· Thus I is an
isomorphism.

IT I = Coker (a, b) and z 0 w = v 0 I with z a monomorphism, consider
diagram 4.8. From z 0 w 0 a = v 0 loa = v 0 lob = z 0 w 0 b, we
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deduce w 0 a = w 0 b since z is a monomorphism. Therefore we get some
factorization t of w through I = Coker (a, b). From w = to I we deduce
z 0 t 0 I = z 0 w = v 0 I and thus z 0 t = v since I is an epimorphism
(see 2.4.3).

Finally if I is a strong epimorphism and I = i 0 p with i a monomor­
phism, consider diagram 4.9. There exists a unique t yielding to 1= p,
i 0 t = Ie. By the dual of 1.9.3, i is an isomorphism. 0

Strong epimorphisms play a particularly nice role in finitely complete
categories. This is due to the following results:

Proposition 4.3.7 Consider a finitely complete category d.

(1) Let a morphism I:A~B satisfy the diagonal property of 4.3.5,
i.e. given z 0 U = v 0 I with z a monomorphism, there exists a unique
w such that z 0 w = v, w 0 1= u. Under these conditions, I is an
epimorphism and thus a strong epimorphism.

(2) Let a morphism I:A~B be such that given any factorization 1=
iop with i a monomorphism, i must be an isomorphism. Under these
conditions I is an epimorphism, thus an extremal epimorphism.

(3) An epimorphism is extremal if and only if it is strong.

Proal Take a morphism I:A~B satisfying the "diagonal condi­
tion". If u 0 I = v 0 I, consider diagram 4.10 where k = Ker (u, v) and
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g is the unique factorization of f through k = Ker (u, v). Since k is a
monomorphism (see 2.4.3), there exists by assumption a unique w such
that g = w 0 f and k 0 w = lB. Thus k is an epimorphism (see 1.8.3)
and from u 0 k = v 0 k, we deduce u = v. So f is an epimorphism.

Now if f does not factor through any proper subobject of B, choose
again u 0 f = v 0 f and k = Ker (u, v). The morphism f factors through
k = Ker(u,v) as f = kog, thus the monomorphism k is an isomorphism
by assumption. From u 0 k = v 0 k we conclude that u = v. So f is an
epimorphism.

Finally suppose f: A~B is an extremal epimorphism. If z 0 u = v 0 f
with z a monomorphism, let us consider diagram 4.11 where the square is
a pullback. There is a unique factorization r such that qor = f, por = u.
Since z is a monomorphism, q is a monomorphism as well (see 2.5.3).
Since f is an extremal epimorphism, q is an isomorphism. Therefore
p 0 q-l: B~A is the expected factorization. It is unique since f is an
epimorphism and z is a monomorphism. The converse implication has
been proved in 4.3.6.(5). 0
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Another major property of strong or regular epimorphisms is attested
by the following result (compare with the dual of 2.5.3).

Proposition 4.3.8 In a category Cfl,

(1) strong epimorphisms are stable under pushout,

(2) regular epimorphisms are stable under pushout,

as long as the required pushouts exist. In other words, in a pushout
square as in diagram 4.12, if g is a strong epimorphism, h is a strong
epimorphism as well; if g is a regular epimorphism, h is a regular epi­
morphism as well.

Proof If g is a strong epimorphism, consider the commutative di­
agram 4.13 where z is a monomorphism. We first find u such that
u 0 g = x 0 f and z 0 u = yo k. Since u 0 g = x 0 f and the origi­
nal square is a pushout, we get a unique v such that v 0 h = x and
v 0 k = u. Notice that h is an epimorphism, since g is (see 2.5.3). Thus
from z 0 v 0 h = z 0 x = yo h we deduce z 0 v = y. The uniqueness of v
follows from the fact that z is a monomorphism (or h an epimorphism).

Now if g is a regular epimorphism, consider diagram 4.14 where g =
Coker (m, n). Let us prove that h = Coker (J 0 m, f 0 n). First of all

h 0 f 0 m = k 0 g 0 m = k 0 g 0 n = h 0 f 0 n.
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Next consider p such that polo m = polo n. Since 9 = Coker (m, n),
there exists a unique q such that q 0 9 = pol and since the square is
a pushout, this yields a unique r such that r ° h = p, r ° k = q. This
morphism r is also unique for just the property r ° h = p since h is an
epimorphism (see 2.5.3). 0

Like epimorphisms, the notions of strong or regular epimorphism are
preserved by right adjoint functors (see 3.2.2 and 2.9.3).

Proposition 4.3.9 Let F: d -----*[fJ be a functor admitting a left ad­
joint functor G: [fJ-----*d. The functor F preserves strong monomor­
phisms and regular monomorphisms, and the functor G preserves strong
epimorphisms and regular epimorphisms.

Prool By 3.1.5, 3.2.2 and 2.9.3, it suffices to prove the statement
concerning strong epimorphisms. Let us write

'fI: 1a =;. FG, €: GF =;. 1d

for the canonical natural transformations of the adjunction.
Given a strong epimorphism I in [fJ and a diagram v °GI = z 0 u in

.91 with z a monomorphism, consider the situation of diagram 4.15. F
preserves limits (see 3.2.2), thus Fz is still a monomorphism (see 2.9.3).
By naturality of 'fI,

Fv ° 'fiB 01 = Fv °FGI o'flA = Fz oFu 0'flA.

So the second square is commutative, from which there is a unique w
such that w ° I = Fu ° 'fIA, Fz ° w = Fv ° 'fiB. Therefore we get (see
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3.1.5)

CX 0 Gw 0 Gf = cx 0 GFu 0 G'f}A = U 0 CGA 0 G'f}A = U,

Z 0 cx 0 Gw = cy 0 GFz 0 Gw = cy 0 GFv 0 G'f}B

= V 0 CGB 0 G'f}B = V. D

Examples 4.3.10

4.3.10.a In the categories Set of sets, Gr of groups, Ab of abelian
groups, ModR of R-modules, the epimorphisms f: A~B are exactly
the surjective homomorphisms (see 1.8.5). So B is the quotient of A
by the equivalence relation identifying a, a' when f(a) = f(a'). In other
words, f is in each case the coequalizer of its kernel pair (see section 2.5)
and so every epimorphism is regular. In particular every epimorphism is
also strong and extremal (see 4.3.3).

In the same categories, every monomorphism is regular, thus strong.
In the category Set, a monomorphism f: A>---"?B is the equalizer of its
characteristic mapping

{
I if bE f(A)

<p: B ) {O, I}, <p(b) = 0 if b ~ f(A)

and the constant mapping Ll1: B~{O, I} on 1. In the category Gr and
with the notation of 1.8.5.d, the amalgamation property applied in the
case G = H indicates precisely that K ~ G is the equalizer of the two
canonical inclusions G===tG*KG. In the category Ab, a monomorphism
f: A >---"? B is the equalizer of the quotient map p: B~>B / f (A) and
the zero map 0: B~B / f(A).

4.3.10.b In the category Top of topological spaces and continuous
mappings, a morphism f: A~ B can be factored through its image
f(A) ~ B, provided with the induced topology. But if R is the kernel
pair of f,

R = {(a, a') E A x A If(a) = f(a')} ,
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A
f )B

pl }
'"

AIR) » f(A)cp

Diagram 4.16

f(A) is a bijection with the quotient A~AIR, the bijection being

just

cp: AIR--~)f(A), [a] f-+ f(a).

Providing AIR with the quotient topology, cp is thus continuous. This
gives us a factorization f = iocpop as in diagram 4.16, with cp a bijection,
thus both a mono.morphism and an epimorphism. Since Top is (finitely)
complete and cocomplete, p is an extremal, thus strong, epimorphism
because AIR is provided with the quotient topology. In the same way i
is a strong monomorphism because f(A) is provided with the induced
topology. Observe that in general cp 0 p is not a strong epimorphism and
i 0 cp is not a strong monomorphism.

4.3.10.c In the category Rng of commutative rings with unit, every
epimorphism f: A ----"?> B factors through its image f (A). Therefore the
epimorphism is extremal (or strong) precisely when B = f(A), thus
when f is surjective. Recall that in Rng, there are non-surjective epi­
morphisms, thus there exist in Rng epimorphisms which are not strong
(see 1.8.5.f).

4.3.10.d In the category Haus of Hausdorff spaces and continuous
maPillngs, a monomorphism (i.e. an injection) f: A >--------+ B is extremal
precisely when A is provided with the topology induced by that of B. But
the kernel k:K>--------+A of a pair g,h:A~B can be presented as the
pullback of diagram 4.17, where Ll is the diagonal. Since B is Hausdorff,
the diagonal is closed in B x B and therefore K is closed in A. Thus a
non-closed subspace A >--------+ B with the induced topology is an example
of an extremal (or strong) but non-regular monomorphism.

4.3.10.e In the category Ban1 of Banach spaces and linear contrac­
tions, monomorphisms coincide with injections (see 1.7.7.f). The equal­
izer of two morphisms f, g:A~B is just

Ker (f, g) = {a E A If(a) = g(a)} = (f - g)-l(O)
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provided with the induced norm; this is indeed a Banach space since
the subspace Ker (j, g) is closed in A as inverse image of {O} under the
continuous mapping f - g. Conversely, given a closed linear subspace
K ~ A, this space K is a Banach space and moreover AIK provided
with the quotient norm is again a Banach space. Therefore K ~ A is the
equalizer of the two morphisms O,p: A==::;AIK where p is the canonical
projection. Since in BanI isomorphisms are just isometries (see 1.9.6.f),
the regular monomorphisms are the isometric injections.

Observe that in BanI, strong monomorphisms coincide with regular
monomorphisms. Indeed choose a strong monomorphism f: K >-----+ A
and consider the Banach space f(K) ~ A. The factorization

f: K )>--------+) f (K)

is a strong monomorphism since f is (see 4.3.6), but it is also an epimor­
phism (see 1.8.5.g): therefore it is an isomorphism. Since isomorphisms
are isometric (see 2-1.9.6.f), f: K >-----+ A is an isometric injection, thus
a regular monomorphism.

Notice also that every strong epimorphism in BanI is surjective on the
unit balls, from which in particular, every strong epimorphism is surjec­
tive. Indeed if f: A-----+>B is a strong epimorphism and bE B, Ilbll ~ 1,
consider diagram 4.18 where

g: JR ) B, g(r) = rb.

The existence of the factorization h implies b = g(1) = f(h(1)) with
IIh(1)11 ~ 1. Thus f is surjective on the unit balls. Conversely, if a linear
contraction f: A -------+ B is surjective on the unit balls, it is a strong
epimorphism. Indeed f is surjective and we get a linear isomorphism

!:><
cp: AIKer f --~) B

between Banach spaces. Via this isomorphism, the unit ball of AIKer f
is mapped into the unit ball of B because f is a linear contraction. This
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yields a bijection between the unit balls, since f is surjective on the
unit balls. Thus via the linear isomorphism <p, both Banach spaces have
the same unit ball, hence are isomorphic. So f is a quotient map, thus
a regular and strong epimorphism. This proves that in BanI, strong
epimorphisrns are regular and coincide with those linear contractions
which are surjective on the unit balls.

4.3.10.f In the category Comp of compact Hausdorff spaces, every
epimorphism f: X ~>Y is regular. To prove this, consider the set the­
oretical image f(X) ~ Y provided with the (Hausdorff) topology in­
duced by that of Y. Since f is continuous and X is compact, f(X)
is compact Hausdorff as well. In the category Set of sets, the surjec­
tion f: X~ f(X) is the coequalizer of its kernel pair (see 2.5.7) and
this kernel pair R can be obtained via the pullback of diagram 4.19,
where Ll is the diagonal. Since f(X) is Hausdorff, Ll is closed, thus
R = (J x J)-l(Ll) is closed in X x X. Since X is compact Hausdorff,
X x X is compact Hausdorff and thus R, closed in it, is compact Haus­
dorff. So writing PI,P2 for the two projections, PI,P2:R~X is the
kernel pair of fin Compo Writing p: X ~>X/R for the topological quo­
tient of X by R, X / R is still compact as a continuous image .of the
compact space X and it is Hausdorff because R is a closed equivalence
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relation. We get the commutative diagram 4.20 in Top where the factor­
ization XI R----+ f(X) is bijective since in Set, f(X) is the coequalizer
of Pl,P2. But the continuous bijection XIR----+ f(X) is defined between
compact Hausdorff spaces; it is thus a homeomorphism. Finally since f
is an epimorphism, f(X) must be dense in Y (the argument of 1.8.5.c
applies since a disjoint union of two compact Hausdorff spaces is com­
pact Hausdorff and a Hausdorff quotient of a compact Hausdorff space is
compact Hausdorff). But f(X) is closed in Y, since it is compact. Thus
f(X) = Y and the epimorphism f is homeomorphic to the coequalizer
p.

4.3.10.g If ~ is a small category, every epimorphism in the category
Fun(~,Set) of set-valued functors is regular. Indeed, an epimorphism
a: F ::::} G is such that each ao: FC----+GC is an epimorphism in
Set (see 2.15.3), Le. the coequalizer of its kernel pair (see 2.5.7). Since
kernel pairs and coequalizers in Fun(~, Set) are computed pointwise (see
2.15.2), a is itself the coequalizer of its kernel pair and therefore is
regular, strong and extremal (see 4.3.6,3).

4.4 Epi-mono factorizations

The following notion, even if a little bit strange from a categorical point
of view, turns out to be quite useful in the applications.

Definition 4.4.1 A category ~ is finitely well-complete when

(1) ~ is finitely complete, .

(2) given an object C E ~, the intersection of an arbitrary class of
subobjects of C always exists.

To understand the unifying role of definition 4.4.1, it suffices to observe
that
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Proposition 4.4.2

(1) A complete and well-powered category is finitely well-complete.
(2) A finitely complete category where every object has just finitely

many subobjects is finitely well-complete.

Proof See 4.2.3 and 4.2.4. D

Proposition 4.4.3 In a finitely well-complete category, every morphism
f factors as f = i 0 p, where i is a monomorphism and p is a strong
epimorphism.

Proof Given f:A~B, consider all the possible factorizations f =
ikoPk, with ik a monomorphism. Compute the intersection i = I>----+B

of all the monomorphisms ik. The compatible family Pk:A~Ik of
morphisms factors through the limit I of the various Ik, from which
p: A --+ I such that i 0 p = f.

If p admits a factorization p = j 0 q with j a monomorphism, then
f = i 0 p = i 0 j 0 qwith i 0 j a monomorphism. As subobjects of B, one
has of course i 0 j ::; i ... since i 0 j factors through i via j ! But f factors
through i 0 j, so i 0 j is one of the ik'S and thus i ::; i 0 j. Finally i and
i 0 j are isomorphic subobjects, Le. j is an isomorphism. Therefore pis
a strong epimorphism (see 4.3.7.(2)). D

Definition 4.4.4 A category~ has strong-epi-mono factorizations when
every morphism f of~ factors as f = iop, with p'a strong epimorphism
and i a monomorphism. The monomorphism i is also called the "image"
of f.

Proposition 4.4.5 Let ~ be a category with strong-epi-mono factor­
izations.

(1) The strong-epi-mono factorization of an arrow is unique up to an
isomorphism.

(2) The strong-epi-mono factorizations are natural in the sense that
given the comrrmtative outer rectangle of diagram 4.21, with (i,p)
and (j, q) strong-epi-mono factorizations, there exists a unique mor­
phism h making the whole diagram commute.

(3) If h = i 0 p is a strong-epi-mono factorization and h = k 0 r, where
k is a monomorphism, there exists a unique t such that r = top,
i = k 0 t (see diagram 4.22).

Proof Given i 0 p = i' 0 p' with p, p' strong epimorphisms and i, i'
monomorphisms, consider diagram 4.23. There exists u such that uop =



4.4 Epi-mono factorizations

A p » I) i ) B

149

c

~h 19

v

q » J) j ) D

Diagram 4.21

A ---'p,--~» I

J) k ) D

Diagram 4.22

p', i'ou = i because p is a strong epimorphism and i' is a monomorphism.
There exists v such that v 0 p' = p and i 0 v = i' because p' is a strong
epimorphism and i is a monomorphism. Therefore iovouop = i'op' = iop,
thus v 0 u = 1[ since p is an epimorphism and i is a monomorphism. In
the same way u 0 v = 1[1.

Let us now consider the situation of point (2). The uniqueness of
h is obvious since p is an epimorphism and j is a monomorphism. To
prove the existence of h, consider diagram 4.24 where v 0 u and l 0 k
are strong-epi-mono factorizations of q 0 f and 9 0 i. Then (j 0 v) 0 u
and lo (k 0 p) are both the strong-epi-mono factorization of the global
composite j 0 q 0 f = 90 i 0 p. Therefore we get an isomorphism s making
diagram 4.24 commutative and h is just v 0 S-1 0 k.

For point (3), factor r as r = los with l a monomorphism and s a
strong epimorphism. Putting f = lA, 9 = 1D, q = s, j = kol in point (2)
yields a unique h such that hop = s, k 0 l 0 h = i, as in diagram 4.25.
Putting t = l 0 h yields top = l 0 hop = los = r, k 0 t = k 0 l 0 h = i.
Such a morphism t is unique since k is a monomorphism. D

Proposition 4.4.6 Let (fj be a category with pullbacks and epi-strong­
mono factorizations. Given a morphism f: A---::;B and writing Str(A),
Str(B) for the posets of strong subobjects, the inverse image functor

f-l: Str(B) ) Str(A)
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is right adjoint to the direct strong image functor

f+1: Str(A) ) Str(B).

The same conclusion holds replacing "strong" by "regular".

Proof By 4.3.8, pulling back along f maps the elements of Str(B) to
those of Str(A). On the other hand, given a subobject a: A'~A in
Str(A) we consider in diagram 4.26 the epi-strong-mono factorization of
f oa, existing by assumption, and this defines f+l. By definition of a pull­
back, if B' ~ B is in Str(B) and f+l(A') ~ B', one gets A' ~ f- 1(B').
Conversely if A' ~ f- 1(B'), consider the epi-strong-mono factorization
of diagram 4.27. Now I is a strong subobject of B' and by 4.3.6, a strong
subobject of B as well. By uniqueness of the factorization (see 4.4.5),
1= f+l(A'); in particular f+1(A') ~ B'. D

4.5 Generators

Let us make clear again that, when mentioning a family indexed by I,
we assume I to be a set.

Definition 4.5.1 Let rt be a category. A family (Gi)iEI of objects of~
is called a family ofgenerators when, given any two parallel morphisms
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u, v: A==tB in Cfl,

Vi E I V9: Gi ) A u 0 9 = v 09 =? u = v.

When the family is reduced to a single element {G}, we say that G is a
generator of Cfl.

Some people prefer the term "separator" instead of generator, which
is very sensible. Nevertheless generators are important because of the
following property which indicates that, in good cases, every object can
be recaptured as "a quotient of a coproduct of generators"; this result
justifies the terminology "generator".

Proposition 4.5.2 Let Cfl be a category with coproducts and (GdiEI a
family of objects ofCfl. The following conditions are equivalent:

(1) (Gi)iEI is a family of generators;

(2) for every object C E Cfl, the unique morphism

'Yc: II (domain of f) )C
iEI, fE~(Gi,c)

such that 'Yc 0 sf = f is an epimorphism.

Proof For the sake of brevity, we shall often write 1I G i to indicate the
coproduct of the statement; we write sf for the canonical morphism of
the coproduct corresponding to f E Cfl(Gi , C), i E I.
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Suppose (Gi)iEI is a family of generators and choose u, v: C==t D
such that u 0 'Ye = v 0 'Ye. Then u 0 f = u 0 'Ye 0 sf = v 0 'Ye 0 sf = v 0 f
for every i E I and every f E ~(Gi, C). Thus u = v.

Conversely, suppose that u 0 f = v 0 f for every i E I and every
f E ~(Gi, C). Then u 0 'Ye 0 sf = u 0 f = v 0 f = v 0 'Ye 0 sf and thus
u 0 'Ye = v 0 'Ye, by the property of a coproduct. Finally u = v since 'Ye
is an epimorphism.' 0

Definition 4.5.3 Let ~ be a category with coproducts and (Gi)iEI a
family ofobjects of~. The family (GdiEI is a strong family ofgenerators
when, for every object C E ~, the morphism 'Ye of 4.5.2 is a strong
epimorphism. (GdiEI is a regular family of generators when, for every
object C E ~, the morphism 'Ye of4.5.2 is a regular epimorphism. When
the family is reduced to a single element {G}, we say that G is a strong
or a regular generator, according to the case.

Let us observe that when (GdiEI is a regular family of generators,
for every object C, 'Ye = Coker (u, v) for some pair (u, v) of morphisms.
Since 'YP is an epimorphism, one clearly has 'Ye = Coker (u 0 'YP, v 0 'Yp):

u
'YP »p--v-~~ I1 Gi

i,j

'Ye »C.

Thus C has been presented as the coequalizer of two morphisms defined
between two coproducts of the generators G i . But if the objects of the
diagram presenting Care coproducts of the generators, nothing can
be said about the two morphisms u 0 'YP, v 0 'YP between them. There
is no reason why they should be determined by morphisms Gi ------*Gj

between the generators. This indicates the interest of the next notion.

Definition 4.5.4 Let ~ be a category and (Gi)iEI a family of objects
of'll. Let us write f'§ for the full subcategory of~ generated by the Gi's
and f'§/C for the full subcategory of f(I/C generated by the objects of
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the form f: Gi----'?C. The family (GdiEI is a dense family ofgenerators
when for every object C E ~, the colimit of the functor

rC:'dIC )~, (f: Gi )C) f---+ Gi ,

is precisely (C, (f) f E'§/ C). When the family is reduced to a single element
{ G}, G is called a dense generator.

Let us study the relations between dense and regular generators.

Proposition 4.5.5 In a category with coproducts, every dense family

of generators is regular and every regular family of generators is strong.

Proof The first statement is an immediate consequence of the con­
struction of the colimit from coproducts and coequalizers, as described
in 2.8.1 (see exercise 2.17.10). The rest follows from 3.3.6. 0

Proposition 4.5.6 Let ~ be a category with pullbacks and universal

coproducts (see section 2.14). Given a family (GdiEI ofobjects of~, the
following conditions are equivalent:

(1) (GdiEI is a regular family of generators;

(2) (Gi)iEI is a dense family of generators.

Proof (2) =} (1) has been proved in 4.5.5. Conversely let us consider
diagram 4.28 where 'Yc has been defined in 4.5.2. Writing sf for the
canonical morphisms of the coproduct, we thus have 'Yc 0 sf = f. With
the notation of 4.5.4, this is of course a cocone on r C and we must
prove it is a colimit cocone. So we choose another cocone (9f)f on r C .

By definition of a coproduct, we get immediately a unique 9 such that
gosf = gf for each f E I'dICI. By assumption, 'Yc is regular; let us write
'Yc = Coker (u, v). (Hfou, rf' tf) is the pullback of u, Sf; (Hfov, xf' Yf) is
the pullback of v, sf; (Hfouov, zf' wf) is the pullback of xf, tf.

Let us observe first that for every morphism 1: Gk----'?Hfouov, what­
ever the indices, one has
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f 0 rf 0 wf 0 l = "Ie 0 sf 0 rf 0 wf 0 l = "Ie 0 u 0 tf 0 wf 0 l

= "Ie 0 u 0 x f 0 Zf 0 l = "Ie 0 v 0 x f 0 Zf 0 l

= "Ie 0 sf 0 Yf 0 zf 0 l = f 0 Yf 0 zf 0 l.

Let us write m for this composite. We have obtained two morphisms

rfOWfol,YfOZfOl:(Gk m )c) ;(Gi --,,-f_-7) C)
in "§/ C and, since the (gf) f EI constitute a cocone on r e ,

gf 0 (rf 0 wf 0 l) = 9 0 m = gf 0 (Yf 0 zf 0 l),

which implies

go u 0 xf 0 zf 0 l = go U 0 Yf 0 wf 0 l = go sf 0 rf 0 wf 0 l

= gf 0 rf 0 wf 0 l = gf 0 Yf 0 zf 0 l

= go sf 0 Yf 0 zf 0 l = go v 0 xf 0 zf 0 l.

Since this is valid for every k, l and the Gk 's are a family of generators,
go u 0 xf 0 zf = go v 0 xf 0 zf. But by universality of coproducts,
(x, (tf)f), (X, (Xf)f), (Hfou,(wf)f) and (Hfov, (zf)f) are coproducts
as well. Therefore gou = gov and we get a unique h such that h0"le = g,

since "Ie = Coker (u, v).
Observe that h 0 f = h0"le 0 sf = go sf = gf, thus h is indeed a good

factorization. On the other hand it is unique since "Ie is an epimorphism
and (lli,f Gi , (Sf)f) is a coproduct. D

Now comes a "functorial" approach to generators. For this we need
some terminology.

Definition 4.5.7

(1) A family of functors (Fi : d ----,?f!li)iEI is collectively faithful when
given morphisms f, g: A ===t A' in d

('Vi E I Fi(l) = Fi(g)) ~ (J = g).

(2) A family of functors (Fi : d ----,?f!li)iEI collectively reflects isomor­
phisms when, given a morphism f: A ----'? A' in d,

('Vi E I Fi (I) is an isomorphism) ~ (J is an isomorphism).

Proposition 4.5.8 Let ~ be a category and (Gi)iEI a family of objects
in ~. The following conditions are equivalent:

(1) (Gi)iEI is a family of generators;
(2) the functors ~(Gi, -):~ ----'? Set are collectively faithful.
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G i ~IlgE~(Gi,B)Gi

h
U

glXl~B
Gj )X ) A )B

v ) f

Diagram 4.29

Proof Collective faithfulness of the functors Cfl(Gi , -) means that given
f,g:A==tA' in .91,

This is precisely the definition of (Gi)iEI being a family of generators.
D

Corollary 4.5.9 Let Cfl be a category and G E Cfl. The following condi­

tions are equivalent:

(1) G is a generator;

(2) the functor Cfl(G, - ): Cfl~ Set is faithful.

Proposition 4.5.10 Let Cfl be a finitely complete category with coprod­

ucts. Given a family (Gi)iEI of objects ofCfl, the following conditions are
equivalent:

(1) (Gi)iEI is a strong family of generators;

(2) the functors Cfl(Gi, - ): Cfl~ Set collectively reflect isomorphisms.

Proof Let (Gi)iEI be a strong family of generators. Take f:A~B
such that Cfl(Gi , J) is an isomorphism for each i. We use the notation of
4.5.3 and consider diagram 4.29. For every i E I and g: Gi~B, one
has 9 = "IB 0 8g E Cfl(Gi,B). Since Cfl(Gi,J):Cfl(Gi,A)~Cfl(Gi,B) is
a bijection, there is a unique g' such that "IB 0 8 g = g. = fog'. Doing
this for all i E I, 9 E Cfl(Gi , B), one gets a factorization f' through the
coproduct, with f' 0 8 g = g'. From

f 0 f' 08g = fog' = "IB 0 8 9

we deduce f 0 f' = "IB by definition of a coproduct. Since "IE is a strong
epimorphism, f is a strong epimorphism as well (see 4.3.6).
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K )>------=k--+) A
u

v B

Diagram 4.30

To prove that f is a monomorphism, choose u, v such that f au = f av.
For all j E I and h: G j~X, one has f a U a h = f a V a h, i.e.

Since ~(gj,J) is bijective, u a h = va h and since (Gj)jEI is a fam­
ily of generators, u = v. So f is both a monomorphism and a strong
epimorphism: it is ~n isomorphism (see 4.3.6).

Conversely suppose the functors C6'(Gi , -) collectively reflect isomor­
phisms. If TC = j a p with j a monomorphism, C6'(G i , j) is injective for
every i by 2.9.4. Moreover, given g: Gi~C, one has

9 = TC a 8 g = j a p a Sg = C6'(Gi ,j)(p a Sg),

proving that C6'(Gi , j) is surjective as well. Therefore C6'(Gi , j) is bijective
for each index i and j is an isomorphism by assumption. By 4.3.7, TC is
an extremal and thus strong epimorphism. 0

Corollary 4.5.11 Let C6' be a finitely complete category with coproducts
and G E ~. The following conditions are equivalent:

(1) G is a strong generator;
(2) the functor C6'(G, -): C6'~ Set reflects isomorphisms. 0

Let us now observe that

Proposition 4.5.12 Let C6' be a category with equalizers and (Gi)iEI
a family of objects of C6'. If the functors ~(Gi, -) collectively reflect
isomorphisms, (Gi)iEI is a family of generators.

Proof Consider u, v such that for every i E I and g: Gi~ A, u a 9 =

vag (see diagram 4.30). Putting k = Ker (u, v), with each 9 is associated
a unique l such that k a l = g. This means precisely that each C6' (Gi , k)
is bijective, thus k is an isomorphism. From u a k = va k one deduces
u=v. 0
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Proposition 4.5.12 shows, together with 4.5.10, that the following def­
inition is compatible with the terminology of 4.5.3. Some authors just
take 4.5.13 as the definition of a strong family of generators, dropping
the assumption on the existence of finite limits which stands here just
to ensure compatibility with 4.5.3.

Definition 4.5.13 Let ~ be a category (with finite limits). A family
(Gi )iEI of objects of ~ is a strong family of generators when the fam­
ily of functors ~(Gi, -): ~----+ Set collectively reflects isomorphisms.
When the family is reduced to a single object {G}, G is called a strong
generator.

Proposition 4.5.14 Consider a category~, a family (Gi)iEI of objects
of~ and the corresponding full subcategory~. The following conditions
are equivalent:

(1) (Gi)iEI is a dense family of generators;
(2) the functor r: ~----+Fun(~*,Set); C I--t ~(-,C) is full and faithful.

Proof Let us observe that the functor r:~----+Fun(~*,Set) takes as
value at C E ~ the functor

which is just the restriction to ~* of the representable functor

~(-, C): ~*--~)Set, D I--t ~(D,C).

But let us make clear that ~(-,C), when restricted to ~*, is by no
means a representable functor (a functor represented by an object of ~).
Moreover we should avoid considering the "category" Fun(~*, Set) since
~ is not small in general.

Let us suppose first that (Gi)iEI is a dense family of generators. Given
f: C. ----+ D in ~, we have a natural transformation

~(-,f):~(-,C)* ~(-,D)

between the corresponding representable functors; it restricts to a nat­
ural transformation

rf:rc * rD.
Conversely given a natural transformation a: rc * r D, for every i E I
and every g: Gi ----+ C we get a morphism aG,(g): G i ----+D. Those mor­
phisms give rise to a cocone on ~/0, just by naturality of a. Therefore
we get a unique factorization O(a): 0 ----+ D through the corresponding
colimit 0, such that O(a) 0 9 = aGo (g) for every i E I and g: G i ----+ O.
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Let us prove that Of(f) = f. Indeed for every g: G i ----+ C

Of(f) 0 9 = (fI)G, (g) = '16(Gi , I)(g) = fog,

from which Of(f) = f since the (Gi)iEI are a family of generators (see
4.5.5 and 4.5.2). On the other hand, given a: fC ::::} fD, fO(a) = a
since, given g: Gi ----+C,

(fO(a))G, (g) = '16(Gi , O(a))(g) = O(a) 0 9 = aG, (g).

Conversely let us suppose that f is full and faithful. The category
Elts(f(C)) (see 1.6.4) is just the category 'dIC, by definition of f(C).
Therefore writing Y: 'd----+ Fun('d*, Set) for the covariant Yoneda em­
bedding Y (G) = 'd(-, G), and ¢: 'dIC ----+ 'd for the forgetful functor

¢(Gi~C) = Gi , we know that the colimit of the functor

'dIC--'-¢~)'d-.:o-Y~) Fun('d*, Set)

is precisely (fC, (fg)9E~/C) (see 2.15.6). Observe that this composite is
precisely equal to

'dIC ---'¢_-+) '16 _--=f_-+) Fun ('d* , Set).

Since r is full and faithful, it reflects colimits (see 2.9.9). Therefore

(C, (g)9E~/C)

is indeed the colimit of ¢: 'dIC ----+ '16.

Here is an interesting consequence of the existence of generators.

o

Proposition 4.5.15 Ifa category '16 with finite limits possesses a strong
family (Gi)iEI of generators, '16 is well-powered.

Proof Given an object C E '16 and the class Mono(C) of monomor­
phisms with codomain C, consider the mapping in Set

a: Mono(C)--~)11 '16(Gi , C) = {(g, i) Ii E I ; 9 E f6'(Gi , C)} ,
iEI

a(s: 8>---*C) = {(g, i) Ii E I; g: Gi ----+C; 3h: Gi ----+8 soh = g} .

Let us prove that when a(s:8~C) = a(r:R~C), rand s define
the same subobject of C. This will prove that a factors as an injection

Sub(C) )>--~)11 '16(Gi , C)
iEI
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R )>----::r'-------+) C

Diagram 4.31

through the class Sub(C) of subobjects of C. Since the coproduct is a
set, Sub(C) will be a set as well.

Thus we suppose a(s) = a(r) and we consider diagram 4.31, where
the square is a pullback. Given a morphism x: Gi ----+ R, the morphism
rox:Gi----+C factors through r, thus rox E a(r). Then rox E a(s)
and we find y such that rox = soy. By definition of a pullback, we get z
such that u 0 z = x, v 0 z = y. Thus ~(Gi'u) is surjective and, since u is
a monomorphism, it is injective as well (see 2.9.4). By assumption, u is
then an isomorphism (see 4.5.13). In the same way v is an isomorphism
and r, s are isomorphic monomorphisms. 0

In a special case of interest, the existence of a generator can be reduced
to that of a family of generators. The reader should refer to section 1.1
of volume 2 for what concerns zero objects (a zero object is one which
is both initial and final).

Proposition 4.5.16 Let d be a category with coproducts and a zero
object. The following conditions are equivalent:

(1) d has a family of generators;
(2) d has a generator.

Proof (2)::::} (1) is obvious. Conversely choose a family (Gi)iEI of
generators and consider the coproduct (lliEI Gi, (Si)iEI) of this family.
Let us prove that lliEI Gi is a generator.

First of all if I is the empty set, any two morphisms f, g: A~B
of d must be equal and thus lliEI Gi is just the zero object and is a
generator.
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If I is not empty, consider two distinct morphisms I, g: A~B.
There exists i E I and h: G i ----* A such that 1 0 h # 9 0 h. Let us
define kj :Gj ----*A by ki = hand kj = 0 when j # i. We get a unique
factorization k: lljEI Gj ----*A such that k 0 Sj = kj . In particular

10k 0 Si = loki = 1 0 h # go h = 9 0 ki = go h 0 Si,

from which 10k # 9 0 k. D

Examples 4.5.17

These examples show in particular that the various notions of generators
which have been introduced are not equivalent.

4.5.17.a In the category Set of sets, the singleton is a dense generator.
Indeed writing 1 for the (full) subcategory generated by the singleton,
1jX for a set X is just the discrete category f!{ with 1f!{1 = X. The
colimit of the corresponding functor f!{ ----* Set is thus the coproduct of
X copies of the sin~leton, i.e. the set X itself.

4.5.17.b More generally if<l? is a small category, the representable func­
tors on <l? constitute a dense family of generators for the corresponding
category Fun(<l?, Set) of all set-valued functors on <l? This is precisely
the content of theorem 2.15.6. By 4.5.5 and 2.15.4, the representable
functors also constitute a regular and a strong family of generators.

4.5.17.c In the category Gr of groups or Ab of abelian groups, the group
(Z, +) of integers is a strong generator. Indeed a group homomorphism
I: Z ----* G is such that 1(z) = z1(1), thus is entirely determined by
1(1). Conversely given x E G, x = 1(1) for the group homomorphism
I: Z----*G defined by I(z) = zx. Therefore the functors Gr(Z, -) or
Ab(Z, - ) are isomorphic to the "underlying set functor" . Since a bijective
group homomorphism is an isomorphism, this forgetful functor reflects
isomorphisms. So Z is a strong generator both in Ab and in Gr.

4.5.17.d Let R be a ring with unit; it is a strong generator in the cate­
gory ModR of right R-modules. Indeed a R-linear morphism I: R----* M
to a module M has the form I(r) = 1(1)r; conversely given m E M, m

has the form m = 1(1) for the R-linear mapping defined by I(r) = mr.
So the functor ModR(R, -) can be identified with the underlying set
functor. Since a bijective R-linear mapping is an isomorphism, this for­
getful functor reflects isomorphisms. Thus R is a strong generator in
ModR .

4.5.17.e In the category BanI of real Banach spaces and linear con­
tractions, a morphism I: JR ----* B has the form 1(r) = r1(1) with
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Ilf(l)11 :S 1. Conversely given b E B with Ilbll :S 1, b = f(l) if f:~----*B
is defined by f( r) = rb. So the functor BanI (~, -) can be identified with
the unit ball functor. A linear contraction which is bijective on the unit
balls is automatically an isomorphism, thus ~ is a strong generator in
BanI.

4.5.17.f In the category Top of topological spaces and continuous
mappings, the singleton is a generator. The continuous mappings from
the singleton to a space A correspond precisely with the points of A.
And two continuous mappings f, g: A~B are equal precisely when
they coincide on each point of A. The singleton is not a strong generator
in Top. Indeed given a continuous mapping f: A----*B, Top(l, f) is a
bijection precisely when f is a bijection. But a continuous bijection is in
general not a homeomorphism.

4.5.17.g In the category Comp of compact Hausdorff spaces, the same
argument as in 4.5.17.f shows that a continuous mapping f: A ----* B
is such that Comp(l, f) is bijective, precisely when f is a continuous
bijection. But a continuous bijection between compact Hausdorff spaces
is a homeomorphism. Thus applying 4.5.7, we conclude that the singleton
is a strong generator in Compo The singleton is not a dense generator
in Compo Indeed given a compact Hausdorff space X, write 1 for the
(full) subcategory of Comp generated by the singleton. The category
1/X is just the discrete category f£ with 1f£1 = X. The colimit of the
corresponding functor f£ ----* Comp is thus the coproduct in Comp of
X copies of the singleton, Le. the Stone-Cech compactification X of the
set X provided with the discrete topology (see 3.5.4 and 3.3.9.c). But
such a space X is disconnected as soon as X has at least two points (see
Kelley), so it cannot be X itself when X is connected. Thus 1 is not a
dense generator in Compo

In fact the singleton is a regular generator in Comp since, in that
category, every epimorphism is regular (see 4.3.1O.f). So we have an
example of a regular generator which is not dense.

4.5.17.h In the category Cat of small categories and functors, the
category 2 = {X~Y} is a strong generator. Indeed given a small
category ~, Cat(2,~) is just the set of morphisms of ~. For a functor
F:~----*f!), Cat(2,F) is a bijection precisely when given a morphism
d:D1 ----*D2 of f!), there exists a unique morphism C:C1 ----*C2 of ~
such that F(c) = d. Choosing d to be an identity, one concludes that
F is bijective on the objects. Then fixing the two objects D 1 , D 2 , one
concludes that F is full and faithful, thus an isomorphism. So 2 is indeed
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(Xo, Xo) (lxo , zo\ (Xo, Yo) (Xo, Xl)

(Zo, lxol1~ l<Zo,IYol l<Zo,IX.)

(Yo,Xo) (1yo,zo) (yo, yo) (yo, Xl)

(Xo, YI )

l(ZO,IY,)

(Yo, YI )

Diagram 4.32

a strong generator.
Let us prove that 2 is not a regular generator. Consider the small

category 8 with a single object * and two arrows 1*, e with eo e = e.
There are just two functors from 2 to $, respectively mapping u to 1*
or e. Using indices 1,2 to denote the elements in the two components of
the coproduct 2 II 2, we have to show that the functor

is not a regular epimorphism. If Q is regular, it is the coequalizer of its
kernel pair (see 2.5.7). This kernel pair (f!J>, PI, P2 ) is easy to compute;
!1' is described by diagram 4.32 and PI, P2 are the first and second pro­
jections. So a functor G: 2II2 -----* f5£ satisfies Go PI = Go P2 precisely
when G(Xo) = G(Yo) = G(XI ) = G(YI ) and G(zo) = G(1xo). Therefore
Coker (PI, P2 ) is the functor

H: 2II2-----t)JV, H(zo) = 1*, H(SI) = n,

where JV is the category with a single object * and infinitely many
arrows 1*,n,n2 ,n3

, ••• ,nk
, ••• from * to *. Indeed given G such that

GoPI = GoP2 , the unique required factorization K such that K oH = G
is given by

K: JV--~)f5£, K(*) = G(Xo), K(n) = G(zd.
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So Q is not the coequalizer of its kernel pair, thus it is not a regular
epimorphism.

4.5.17.i If (fj is an arbitrary category (not necessarily small), observe
that for every object C E (fj, the colimit of the functor

is precisely (C, (J)jec/e) , just because Ie: C=C is the terminal ob­
ject of (fj/C (see 2.11.5). In this sense, one could say that the class of all
objects of (fj is a dense class of generators.

Moreover, the class of all representable functors (fj(C,-): (fj------+Set

collectively reflects isomorphisms. Indeed if f: X ------+ Y is such that each
mapping

(fj(C, f): (fj(C, X)----+) (fj(C, Y)

is bijective, putting C = Y yields a unique morphism g: Y ------+ X such
that fog = 1y. Thus f is a retraction. It is also a monomorphism
since given u, v: Z==tX such that f 0 u = f 0 v, one gets (fj(Z, f)(u) =

(fj(Z, f)(v) and thus u = v. So f is an isomorphism (see 1.9.3). Thus one
could say that the class of all objects of(fj is a strong class of generators.

Finally the class of all representable functors is collectively faithful.
If u, v: X==tY are such that (fj(C, u) = (fj(C, v) for all C E (fj, in
particular

u = (fj(X,u)(l x ) = (fj(X,v)(l x ) = v.

Therefore one could say that the class of all objects of (fj is a class of
generators.

4.6 Projectives

Definition 4.6.1 An object P of a category (fj is projective when, given
a strong epimorphism p: X ------+ Y and a morphism f: P ------+Y, there
exists a factorization g: P ------+ X such that po g = f (see diagram 4.33).

One should insist here on the fact that the uniqueness of g is by no
means required. Let us also indicate that some authors omit the word
"strong" in the definition of projective object.

Here is a functorial description of projectivity.

Proposition 4.6.2 For an object P of a category rc, the following
conditions are equivalent:
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P

x

Diagram 4.33

x --p:-:--~» Y

Diagram·4.34

(1) P is projective;
(2) the functor f6'( P, - ): f6' ----+ Set preserves epimorphisms.

Proof With the notation of 4.6.1, the projectivity of P means that
({J(P,p) is surjective for every strong epimorphism p. D

Proposition 4.6.3 A coproduct of projective objects, when it exists,
is again a projective object.

Proof If the Pi'S are projective, consider diagram 4.34 where p is a
strong epimorphism, f is an arbitrary morphism and the Si'S are the
canonical morphisms of the coproduct. Since each Pi is projective, we
find gi such that f 0 Si =; P 0 gi. By definition of a coproduct, we get 9

such that go Si = gi for every i. Thus po 9 0 Si = po gi = f 0 Si, from
which po 9 = f. D

Proposition 4.6.4 A retract of a projective object is again projective.

Proof Consider diagram 4.35 where P is projective, r 0 i = 1R and p is
a strong epimorphism. Given f: R----+Y, by projectivity of P we find
9 such that p 0 9 = for. Then p 0 9 0 i = for 0 i = f. D

Definition 4.6.5 A category rc has enough projectives when every ob­
ject is a strong quotient of a projective object.
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Proposition 4.6.6 Let (fj be a category with coproducts. Suppose (fj

has a family (Gi )iEI of strong generators with each G i projective. Then
(fj has enough projectives.

Proof ' By proposition 4.5.2, for every C E (fj there exists a strong
epimorphism ')'c: lljGj~>C; by 4.6.3 the coproduct is a projective
~~. D

Here finally is a useful property, in a special case of interest. The
reader should refer to section 9.1 for what concerns zero objects (a zero
object is one which is both initial and final).

Proposition 4.6.7 Let .91 be a category with coproducts and a zero
object. If (PdiEI is a family of objects of .91, the following conditions
are equivalent:

(1) the coproduct lliEIPi is projective;
(2) for every i E I, Pi is projective.

Proof For a fixed index j E I, we can define !J: Pi ---"t Pj by !J = 1Pi

if i = j and !J = °if i f= j. This yields a factorization Pj: lliEIPi ---"t Pj
such that Pj OSj = Ipj and Pj OSi = 0, for i f= j (the Si'S are the canonical
injections of the coproduct). In particular each Pj is a retract of lliEI Pi'

If lliEIPi is projective, so is each individual Pj by 4.6.4. If every Pj
is projective, so is lliEIPi by 4.6.3. D

Examples 4.6.8

4.6.8.a In the category Set of sets, every object is projective. With
the notation of 4.6.1, for each y E Y, p-1(y) is non-empty since P is
surjective. It suffices then to choose g(x) E p-1 (J(x)). Observe that this
is exactly the axiom of choice. In particular the singleton is a projective
generator (see 4.5.17.a).

4.6.8.b If rc is a small category, let us prove that the representable
functors constitute a family of projective generators (see 4.5.17.b). Given
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C6'(C,-)

'('.....

.,'
F

Diagram 4.36

diagram 4.36 in Fun(C6', Set) with a a strong epimorphism, we know that

each aD,

aD: FD--.-+)GD (D E ~),

is surjective (see 2.15.3). By the Yoneda lemma, the statement to be
proved is equivalent to saying that given (3 E G(C), there exists an
element '"Y E F(C) such that ach) = (3, which is obvious since ac is
surjective.

4.6.8.c In the category Gr of groups or Ab of abelian groups, (Z, +)
is a projective generator (see 4.5.17.c). Indeed a strong epimorphism
p: X ----*> Y is a surjection (see 1.8.5.d,e). Given a group homomorphism
f:Z----,*Y, choose x E p-l(l(l)) and define g:Z----,*X by g(z) = zx.
One has

(p 0 g)(z) = p(zx) = zp(x) = zf(l) = f(z).

4.6.8.d In the category ModR of right R-modules on a ring R with
unit, R is a projective generator (see 4.5.17.d). Indeed a strong epimor­
phism p: X ----*> Y is a surjection (see 1.8.5.e). Given a R-linear mapping
!:R----,*Y, choose x E p-l (1(1)) and define g: R----,*X by g(r) = rx.
One has

(p 0 g)(r) = p(rx) = rp(x) = r f(l) = f(r).

4.6.8.e In the category Banl of Banach spaces and linear contractions,
R is a projective generator (see 4.5.17.e). Indeed a strong epimorphism
p: X ----*> Y is surjective on the unit balls (see 4.3.1O.c). A linear con­
traction f: R----,*Y has the form f(r) = rf(l), r E JR, with IIf(l)1I ::; 1.
Choosing x E X such that IIxll ::; 1 and p(x) = f(l), it suffices to define
g: R----,*X by g(r) = rx. Notice that JR does not have the extension
property of 4.6.1 with respect to those epimorphisms of Banl wh~ch are
not surjective.
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4.6.8.f In the category Top of topological spaces, the singleton is a
projective generator (see 4.5.17.f). Indeed a strong epimorphism

p:X )Y

is in particular a continuous surjection and given f: {*}~Y, it suffices
to choose g(*) E p-l(J(*»).

4.6.8.g In the category Comp of compact Hausdorff spaces, the single­
ton is a projective generator (see 4.5.17.g). The argument is the same as
in the previous example.

4.7 Injective cogenerators

The notion of cogenerator is dual to that of generator; the notion of
injective object is dual to that of projective object. So as far as a the­
oretical treatment of injective cogenerators is concerned, it suffices to
dualize the results of sections 4.5 and 4.6. In particular a category with
products and an injective cogenerator always has enough injectives (see
4.6.6).

But the existence of injective cogenerators in concrete examples is
generally hard to prove and very often related to the axiom of choice.
For that reason we give some emphasis to various of these examples.
We focus our attention on the more categorical aspects of the problem,
referring freely to some big theorem of algebra, topology, analysis,...
when necessary.

Proposition 4.7.1 In the category Set of sets and mappings, the two­
point set {O, 1} is an injective cogenerator.

Proof Given two distinct mappings f, g:X~ Y, there is x E X such
that f(x) =1= g(x). It suffices to choose any mapping h: Y~{O, 1} such
that h(J(x») = 0, h(g(x») = 1 and one gets h 0 f =1= hog. So {O, 1} is a
cogenerator.

Given now an injection f: X~Y and a morphism g: X~ {O, 1},
it suffices to define h: Y~{O, 1} by h(y) = g(x) if y = f(x) and
h(y) = °otherwise, to get h 0 f = g. D

For the next result, we freely use various notions and results which will
be studied in chapters 3 and 5 of volume 3. Let us nevertheless mention
right now that the Grothendieck toposes can be exactly characterized
as the localizations of the categories Fun(tC*, Set) of (contravariant) set­
valued functors on a small category tC (see 3.5.5, volume 3). In particular
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Diagram 4.37

Fun(~*, Set) itself is always a Grothendieck topos. In a topos, every
monomorphism is regular and every epimorphism is regular as well.

Proposition 4.7.2 Every Grothendieck topos has an injective cogen­

erator.

Proof A Grothendieck topos tff is in particular a topos (see 3.2.9, vol­
ume 3). In tff, every epimorphism f: A~ B is regular and is therefore
the coequalizer of its kernel pair a, {3: P==tA (see 3.6.1, volume 3, and
2.5.7). Since P is a subobject of Ax A and tff is well-powered (see 5.3.5,
volume 3), there is just a set of equivalence relations on A and thus just
a set of quotients of A. Choose now a family (Gi)iEI of generators of tff
(see 3.6.1, volume 3) and, for each index i E I, consider the set (qf)kEKi
of quotients of the object Gi II G i

(well, we choose an epimorphism in each equivalence class). We consider
the coproduct Q = lliEI,kEKi Qi. By 5.5.2 and 5.6.1, volume 3, there

exist an injective object Qand a monomorphism TJQ: Q>----+Q with the
property that given a subobject s: S >----+ A and an arbitrary morphism
f: S~Q, there exists a unique morphism h: A~Q such that h08 =

TJQ 0 f (see diagram 4.37). We shall prove that this injective object Q is
also a cogenerator in tff.

Consider two distinct morphisms a, 13:A~Bin tff. Since the (Gi)iEI
constitute a family of generators, there exist i o E I and g: Gio~ A
such that a 0 9 :F 13 0 g. Consider diagram 4.38 where j 0 qk~ is the
epi-mono factorization of (a 0 g, 13 0 g) (see 5.9.4, volume 3) and 81, 82,

81~ are the canonical inclusions of the coproducts. By the property of Q
we have already mentioned (see 5.5.2, volume 3), there exists a unique
morphism h: A~Q such that h 0 j = TJQ 0 s~oo' Since TJQ and sioo are
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monomorphisms (see 3.4.8, 3.4.10 and 5.5.2, volume 3)

ex 0 9 -1= 13 0 9 ::::} (ex 0 g, 13 0 g) 0 81 = ex 0 9 -1= 13 0 9 = (ex 0 g, 13 0 g) 082

::::} j 0 ql~ 0 81 -1= j 0 ql~ 0 8 2

::::} ql~ 0 8 1 -1= ql~ 0 8 2

io io ..../.. io io
::::} 'fIq 0 8 ko 0 qko 081 r 'fIQ 0 8 ko 0 qko 082

::::} h 0 (ex 0 g, 13 0 g) 0 81 -1= h 0 (ex 0 g, 13 0 g) 0 82

::::}h o ex o g-l=hof3og

::::} h 0 ex -1= h 0 13.

This concludes the proof. o
Proposition 4.7.3 The category Gr of groups and group homomor­
phisms does not have any cogenerator.

Proof Suppose G is a cogenerator in Gr. Recall that a group A is
simple when its only normal subgroups are A and (0). If A is a non-zero
simple group, the two morphisms 0, 1A : A==tA are distinct so that we
can find ex: A~G such that ex 0 0 -1= ex 0 lA, Le. ex -1= O. The kernel of
ex is a normal subgroup of A which is not A itself, since ex -1= O. Since
A is simple, this implies Ker ex = (0) and thus ex is injective. Therefore
the cogenerator G contains as subgroups all the simple groups: this is
impossible since there are simple groups of arbitrarily large cardinality
(see Kuros). 0

Proposition 4.7.4 In the category Ab of abelian groups and group
homomorphisms, (QjZ, +) is an injective cogenerator.

Proof In Ab, all monomorphisms are strong (see 4.3.1O.a). We recall
that an abelian group A is divisible when given q E A and n E N, n -1= 0,
there exists b E A such that nb = a. Another way to state this property is
saying that given n E N, n -1= 0 and a group homomorphism f: nZ~A,
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there exists a unique extension g:Z-----+A (see diagram 4.39). Indeed f
is completely determined by the element a = f(n) and finding 9 is just
finding b = g(l) such that nb = ng(l) = g(n) = f(n) = a. It is a classical
result that, under the axiom of choice, an abelian group is injective iff
it is divisible (the so-called Baer criterion for injectivity, depending on
the axiom of choicej see Kuros).

Now QjZ is obviously divisible, as given [~] E QjZ and 0 =1= n E N,
n [:b] = [~]. Thus QjZ is injective. It is also a cogenerator. Indeed given
two distinct group homomorphisms f, g:A~B, there exists a E A
such that f (a) =1= g(a). We put b = f (a) - g(a) and consider the subgroup
< b > of B ~enerated by b. If b is of order n E N, n =1= 0, i.e.

n = inf{m E N Im =1= 0 , mb = O},

we define

h: < b> )QjZ, h(zb) = [~], z E Z.

Now h is clearly a group homomorphism and h(b) = [~] =1= O. In the
case where nb =1= 0 for every 0 =1= n EN, we define

h: < b> --.-+)QjZ, h(zb) = [~], z E Z,

and again h is a group homomorphism such that h(b) = [~] =1= O. In both
cases, since QjZ is injective, we extend h to a group homomorphism
k: B -----+QjZ and we have

(k 0 f)(a) - (k 0 g)(a) = k(b) = h(b) =1= OJ

thus k 0 f(a) =1= k 0 g(a) and k 0 f =1= k 0 g. D

Proposition 4.7.5 Let R be a ring with a unit. One gets an injective
cogenerator in the category ModR of right R-modules by considering
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the abelian group Ab(R, Q/Z) of group homomorphisms and providing
it with the scalar multiplication defined by

fr: R )Q/Z, s ~ f(rs)

for f E Ab(R, Q/Z) and r E R.

Proof In ModR, all monomorphisms are strong (see 4.3.1O.a). It is
obvious that we have defined a right R-module structure on Ab(R, Q/Z).
Consider now the situation of diagram 4.40, where I is a right ideal of
Rand 9 is R-linear. Since 9 is a group homomorphism, it gives rise to
another group homomorphism

t: IQ9zR--~) Q/Z, t(i Q9 r) = g(i)(r).

Given s E R one observes that, by definition of the R-module structure
on Ab(R, Q/Z),

t(is Q9 r) = g(is)(r) = g(i)(sr) = t(i Q9 sr).

Therefore t factors through IQ9RR ~ I and we get a group homomor­
phism:

u: I )Q/Z, u(i) = t(i Q9 1).

Since Q/Z is injective in Ab, there exists some extension v of u (see
4.7.4):

v: R ) Q/Z, v(i) = u(i), i E I.

We can now define the required morphism h:

h:R ) Ab(R,Q/Z), h(r)=vr.

But h is obviously R-linear and given i E I

h(i) = vi: R )Q/7l,
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h(i)(r) = (vi)(r) = v(ir) = u(ir) = t(ir 1:91) = t(i 1:9 r) = g(i)(r),

since I is a right ideal and thus ir E I. This proves that h(i) = g(i), thus
h is an extension of g. So Ab(R, Q/Z) has the extension property with
respect to the ideals of R. Under the axiom of choice, the Boor criterion
(see Faith) tells us that this is precisely the condition for being an
injective right R-module.

So Ab(R, Q/Z) is an injective R-module and it remains to prove it
is a cogenerator. Given two R-linear mappings f, g: A===tB, there is
a E A such that f(a) =1= g(a). We put b = f(a) g(a) and consider
the submodule < b > of B generated by b. Since b =1= 0, there exists a
group homomorphism h: < b> ------*Q./Z such that h(b) =1= 0 (see 4.7.4).
Composing with the R-linear mapping

k: R ) < b >, r f---+ hr,

we get a group homomorphism h 0 k: R------*Q./Z. Let us define an R­
linear mapping by

p: < b> --~) Ab(R,Q/Z), p(hr) = (h 0 k)r, r E R

Since Ab(R, Q/Z) is an injective R-module, p can be extended to a R­
linear mapping

q: B ) Ab(R, Q/Z), q(b) = p(b).

It suffices now to observe that q(b): R------*Q/Z satisfies

(q(b))(I) = (p(b))(I) = (h 0 k)(I) = h(b) =1= O.

Therefore q(b) =1= 0 or, in other words, q(J(a)) =1= q(g(a)) and thus
q 0 f =1= q 0 g. 0

Proposition 4.7.6 In the category BanI of real Banach spaces and
linear contractions, lR is an injective cogenerator; this cogenerator is
regular.

Proof Let A be a Banach space and a E A, a =1= O. Let us consider the
subspace lRa ~ A. Since lR is finite dimensional (in fact, one dimensional)
it is closed and thus a Banach subspace of A. There is an obvious linear
mapping

fa:lRa--~)lR, fa(ra) = rllall,
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By the Hahn-Banach theorem (see Naimark), there exists a linear ex­
tension

ga: A ) JR, ga(ra) = fa(ra)

such that Ilgall = IIfali.
Let us now consider the morphism

1'A: A ) JRBanl(A,JR) 1'A(a) = (f(a))
, fEBanl (A,JR)

obtained by duality from 4.5.2 applied to the single object JR. When
a E A, a f= 0, one has 9a(a) = fa(a) = lIall f= 0, thus 1'A is an injection.
Moreover II1'A(a)1I :::; lIall since 1'A is a linear contraction and, on the
other hand (see 2.1.7.d),

II1'A(a)1I = sUPfllf(a)II 2:: IIfa(a)1I = lIall,

so that finally II1'A(a)1I = lIali. Thus 1'A is an isometric injection, Le. a
regular monomorphism (see 4.3.1O.e). This proves that JR is a regular
cogenerator (see 4.5.3).

Now if f: A >-------* B is a strong monomorphism, it is an isometric in­
jection (see 4.3.1O.a) and g: A~JR is a linear contraction, the Hahn­
Banach theorem implies the existence of h:B~JR with IIhll = IIgll and
g=hof. D

Proposition 4.7.7 In the category Top of topological spaces and contin­
uous mappings, the two-point space {O, I} provided with the indiscrete
topology is an injective cogenerator.

Proof If X is a topological space, every mapping f: X~ {O, I} is
continuous when {O, I} is provided with the indiscrete topology. There­
fore the result follows immediately from 4.7.1 and the fact that in Top,
(strong) monomorphisms are injective (see 1.7.7.b). D

Proposition 4.7.8 In the category Comp of compact Hausdorff spaces
and continuous mappings, the unit interval [0, 1J is an injective cogener­
ator.

Proof Let us recall that a compact Hausdorff space A is always nor­
mal, Le. two disjoint closed subsets of A can be included in two disjoint
open subsets of A. For a normal space A, the famous Urysohn exten­
sion theorem (see Kelley) says that given a closed subset B ~ A and a
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continuous mapping f: B ----+ [0, 1], f can be extended to a continuous
mapping g: A ----+ [0, 1] on the whole space. A well-known consequence
of Urysohn's extension theorem is the so-called Urysohn lemma which
says that given two disjoint closed subsets C, D of a normal space A,
there exists a continuous mapping f:A----+[O, 1] such that f(B) = {O}
and f(C) = {1} (put B = CUD in the extension theorem).

Let us recall also that a (strong) monomorphism f: X ----+ Yin Comp
is a continuous injection (see 1.7.7.b). Since a continuous image of a
compact subset is compact, f(X) ~ Y is compact and f: X ----+ f(X)
is a continuous bijection between two compact Hausdorff spaces; it is
thus a homeomorphism. So up to a homeomorphism, we can identify
the monomorphism f: X ----+ Y with a subspace X ~ Y, where X is
compact, thus closed. The injectivity of [0,1] in Comp is thus exactly
attested by Urysohn's extension theorem.

Now choose two distinct morphisms f, g: X==tY in Compo There ex.
ists x E X such that f (x) =1= g(x). Since {J (x)} and {g(x)} are closed in
Y, Urysohn's lemma implies the existence of a morphism h: Y ----+ [0,1]
such that h(J(x)) = °and) h(g(x)) = 1. In particular h 0 f =1= hog and
[0, 1] is a cogenerator. 0

4.8 Exercises

4.8.1 Consider a category ~, a family (Gi)iEI of objects of ~ and the
corresponding full subcategory f§ ~ ~. Prove that (Gi)iEI is a dense
family of generators if and only if the left Kan extension of f§ ~ ~ along
t'§ ~ ~ is the identity on ~.

4.8.2 If R is a ring without a unit, prove that the free R-module on one
generator is a generator for the category ModR of R-modules.

4.8.3 In the category Set of sets, an object is injective if and only if it
is not empty.

4.8.4 In the category Comp of compact Hausdorff spaces, every mono­
morphism is regular.

4.8.5 In a category ~ with finite limits, a family (Ii: Ai ----+ B)iEI of
morphisms is (collectively) strongly epimorphic when, given a monomor­
phism z: X~Y and morphisms Ui: Ai ----+ X, v: B ----+Y such that
z 0 Ui = V 0 Ii for every i, there exists a unique t: B ----+X such that
z 0 t = v and z 0 Ii = Ui for every i (see diagram 4.41). When ~ has
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coproducts, prove this is equivalent to the factorization

f: IIAi )B
iEI
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being a strong epimorphism. Deduce an alternative definition of a strong
family of generators.

4.8.6 Prove that in the category Ab of abelian groups, Z is a regular
generator, but not a dense generator. [Hint: consider Z x Z.]
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Categories of fractions

5.1 Graphs and path categories

A graph is, roughly speaking, a "category without a composition law" .
Their interest in this book is limited to their use in constructing some
new categories.

Definition 5.1.1 A graph ~ consists of

(1) a class I~I whose elements are called the objects (or vertices) of the
graph,

(2) for each pair (A, B) E I~I x I~I, a set ~(A,B) whose elements are
called the morphisms (or arrows) from A to B.

The graph ~ is small when I~I itself is a set.

Definition 5.1.2 A morphism of graphs F: ~----'t~ between two
graphs ~, ~ consists of

(1) a mapping F: I~I----'t I~I,

(2) for each pair (A, B) E ~ x ~ of objects, a mapping

~(A,B) )~(FA,FB).

Obviously every category is a graph (just forget the composition law)
and every functor between categories is a morphism of graphs. So the
category Cat of small categories is provided with a faithful (but not full)
functor to the category Graph of small graphs. We intend to construct
the left adjoint to this forgetful functor.

Definition 5.1.3 Let ~ be a graph. A path in ~ is a non-empty finite
sequence (AI, ft, A2 , 12, ... ,An) alternating objects Ai E ~ and arrows
Ii E ~; the first and the last term are required to be objects and each
arrow Ii has domain Ai and codomain Ai+1.

176
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Proposition 5.1.4 Given a small graph <§, one gets a small category
f7J called the ''path category of<§" by putting

(1) 1f7J1 = j<§1 as class of objects,
(2) f7J(A, B) as the set of paths in <§ starting at A and ending at B,

(3) (An, fn,"" Am) 0 (A l , ft, ... ,An)
= (A l , ft,···, An, fn, ... , Am).

Together with the morphism of graphs

fr: <§ ) f7J, r(A) = A, r(A )B) = (A, f, B),

this produces the reflection (f7J, r) of the graph <§ along the forgetful
functor Cat -----* Graph.

Proof Obviously f7J is a small category, with the path (A) as identity on
A. r is by construction a morphism of graphs. Now given a category f!)

and a morphism of graphs F: <§-----*f!), the unique functor G: f7J-----*f!)

such that Go r = F is given by

It should be observed that proposition 5.1.4 no longer holds if one
removes the smallness assumptions. Of course we know already that
between two large categories there is in general a proper class (not a set)
of functors (see section 1.1) and an analogous observation can be made
for large graphs. But moreover if <§ is a large graph, the construction
of f7J as in 5.1.4 does not yield a category! Indeed f7J has now a class of
objects, but there is no reason at all for each f7J(A, B) to be a set: when
<§ has a proper class of objects, there is in general a proper class of paths
connecting an object A with an object B.

Very often in the applications, the graphs we shall consider will be
built up from categories and some additional data. In particular some
composites of arrows will already exist in the original categories and
certainly one wants to preserve them. Or some diagrams of arrows will
appear in the graph which one wants to become commutative in the end.
To treat these questions, we introduce the following definition.

Definition 5.1.5 Let <§ be a graph. A commutativity condition on <§

is a pair of paths both defined from some given object A to some given
object B.

In the situation of 5.1.5, the problem is now to perform a quotient
of the category f7J of paths of ~, in such a way that the two arrows
A~B of f7J induced by the commutativity condition are identified



178 Categories of fractions

in the quotient. In other words, if the two paths in the commutativity
condition are

(A, iI, A2 , ... , fn-1, B), (A,91, B2 , ... , gm-1, B),

fi and 9j can be identified with individual arrows of & (paths reduced
to one single arrow, together with its domain and its codomain) and one
forces the commutativity condition to give rise to an actual commutative
diagram

fn-1 0 ... 0 It = 9m-1 0 .,. 091

in the quotient.
Let us write CondGraph for the category whose objects are small

graphs together with a set of commutativity conditions (= conditional
graphs) and whose arrows are morphisms of graphs which map a com­
mutativity condition to a commutativity condition. Viewing a small cat­
egory ft as a graph together with all the commutativity conditions gi'O'en
by the commutative diagrams in ft, we again get a faithful functor from
the category Cat of small categories to the category CondGraph of small
conditional graphs. As a matter of convention, if C E ft is an object of
some category ft, we consider the pair ((C, Ie, C), (C») as a commuta­
tivity condition in ft.

Proposition 5.1.6 The forgetful functor Cat----*CondGraph has a left
adjoint.

Proof Consider a graph C§ and write & for the path category of C§.

Given a set ~ ~ C§ x C§ of commutativity conditions on C§, consider the
intersection 9t of all the subcategories Igl ~ & x & which satisfy the
conditions

(1) g = {(A, A) IA E C§} ,

(2) Ar(g) is an equivalence relation on Ar(&) (where Ar(X) denotes the
set of arrows of X),

(3) ~ ~ Ar(g).

Clearly 9t still satisfies conditions (1), (2), (3).
Observe that given g ~ (!JJx(!JJ as above, the special form of the objects

of g imposes the requirement that when a pair (e.p, 'l/J) of morphims of (!JJ

is in g, then e.p, 'l/J have the same domain and also the same codomain:
e.p, 'l/J: A==tB. This property is thus inherited by 9t.

Since a pair (e.p, 'l/J) in Ar(af) is such that e.p, 'l/J have the same domain
and the same codomain, we can define without any ambiguity a new
category!},:
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• I~I = 1&'1 = I~I,
• I~I (A, B) is the set of equivalence classes of paths from A to B.

The category structure of &' induces a category structure on ~, just
because 9P is a category. Indeed given morphisms

[<pJ: A----*)B, [lPJ: B----*)C

in ~, we have corresponding morphisms <p: A~B, 11': B~<t in &'
and one can define [lPJ 0 [<pJ = [11' 0 <PJ. Observe that when [<pJ = [<p'J and
[lPJ = [lP'J, then (<p,<p') E 9P and (11',11") E 9P, thus also (lP o<P,lP'o<p') E 9P
since 9P is a category. From these observations it follows immediately that
~ is a category and

0: &' )~, O(A) = A, O(<p) = [<pJ

is a functor.
With the notation of 5.1.4, let us then consider the composite

which is a morphism of graphs. But ~ is a category and moreover if
(<p, 11') E ~ is one of the given commutativity conditions, O(<p) = 0(11')
since ~ ~ 9P. Thus or is a morphism in CondGraph, when ~ is provided
with the set of commutativity conditions ~.

Given another category f!) and a morphism of graphs F: ~~ f!) pre­
serving the commutativity conditions in ~, we get a unique factorization
functor G: &,~f!) such that Go r = F (see 5.1.4). But if (<p,1P) E ~,

the assumption on F implies G<p = GlP. Therefore we can define a func­
tor H: ~~f!) by

• H(A) = G(A) = F(A),
• H([<pJ) = G(<p).

By construction, H 0 0 0 r = F and clearly H is the unique functor with
this property. D

As an interesting corollary, we obtain

Proposition 5.1.7 The category Cat ofsmall categories is cocomplete.

Proof We know already that Cat has coproducts, which are just dis­
joint unions (see 2.2.4.d). So it suffices to prove the existence of the
coequalizer of two functors F, G: d~f!I (see 2.8.1). Let us consider
the intersection 9P of all the subcategories g' ~ f!I x f!I which satisfy the
following conditions:
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(1) 19"1 is an equivalence relation on 1.111;
(2) VA E d', (FA, GA) E f/;
(3) Ar(f/) is an equivalence relation on Ar(.1I) (where Ar([!() denotes the

set of arrows of [!();

(4) Vf E Ar(d') (Ff,Gf) E Ar(f/).

Clearly, ~ still satisfies properties (1) to (4).
Let us observe that given a pair (g, h) E Ar(~), with g: A--+B

and h: C--+D, (A,C) E ~ and (B,D) E ~. Therefore there is no
ambiguity in defining a graph ~ by

• I~I is the quotient of 1.111 by I~I,

• Ar(~) is the quotient of Ar(.1I) by Ar(~),

• given an arrow g: B--+B' in .11, its equivalence class [g] in ~ has
domain [B] and codomain [B'].

It should be observed that ~ is not, in general, a category. Indeed, given
two non-composable arrows g: A --+ B and h: C --+ D in .11, the trou­
ble occurs when [B] = [C] in ~.

Let us now provide the graph ~ with the following set 2; of commu­
tativity conditions

(1) VB E.1I (([B], [lB], [BD, ([BD) E 2;;

(2) Vg: A--+B Vh: B--+C in.1l

(([A], [g], [B], [h], [CD, ([A], [h 0 g], [CD) E 2;;

(3) Vf: X --+Y in d'

(([FX], [Ff], [FYD, ([GX], [Gf], [GYD) E 2;.

Observe that the last condition makes sense, since [FX] = [GX], [FY] =

[GY] by definition of ~. It is the one which will force the coequalizing
of F, G. The first two conditions are just there to recapture in ~ the
identities and the composition law of .11.

Finally consider the category f2 universally associated with the pair
(f§,2;) (see 5.1.6) and the corresponding morphism of graphs e: ~--+f2.
The composite .1I~f§~f2, where P is the canonical projection,
is a·functor because of the first two conditions in the definition of 2;.

This functor satisfies epF = ePG because of the third condition in the
definition of 2;.
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Now let us consider a category f!) and a functor H: fIJ--+f!) such that
HF = HG. Consider the kernel pair f ~ fIJ x fIJ of H, Le.

IfI= {(Bl , B2) E fIJ x fIJ IHBl = HB2}

f((Bl , B2), (Bi, B~)) = {(J,g) E fIJ(Bl , BD X fIJ(B2,B~) IHf = Hg} .

The subcategory f satisfies in an obvious way the conditions (1) to
(4) defining 9lj thus 9l ~ f. Therefore H factors through the quotient
graph ~ via a morphism of graphs K: ~--+ f!), with K 0P = H. Since
H is a functor, K respects the commutativity conditions (1), (2) in
the definition of ~j since HF = HG, K also respects the commutativity
condition (3) in the definition of~. Therefore H factors 'uniquely through
ovia a functor L: f2--+f!), with LO = K. Finally LOP = KP = H and
the uniqueness of L follows from that of K and L. D

5.2 Calculus of fractions

This section introduces the main problem of this chapter: formallyadd­
ing an inverse to some arrows of a given category. By analogy with
the case of rings of fractions where one formally inverts (for the mul­
tiplication) a given (multiplicative) set of elements, we shall call our
construction a "category of fractions" .

Definition 5.2.1 Consider a category ~ and a class ~ of arrows of
~. The category of fractions ~[~-l] is said to exist when a category
~[~-l] and a functor r.p: ~--+~[~-l] can be found, with the following
properties:

(1) Vf E ~ r.p(J) is an isomorphism;
(2) if f!) is a category and F: ~--+f!) is a functor such that for all

morphisms f E ~, F(J) is an isomorphism, there exists a unique
functor G: ~[~-l]--+f!) such that Go r.p = F.

The uniqueness condition on G implies immediately that when it ex­
ists, a category of fractions is defined uniquely up to isomorphism.

Proposition 5.2.2 Consider a category ~ and a set ~ of arrows of
~. The category of fractions ~[~-l] exists. Moreover when ~ is small,
~[~-l] is small as well.

Proof Let us first construct a graph ~:

• 1~1=1~lj

• ~(A, B) = ~(A, B) II {f E ~(B, A) If E ~}.



182 Categories of fractions

Thus for each morphism f: B ---t A in ~ ("to be inverted") we formally
introduce a new arrow, which we shall write f-1: A---tB and which
will eventually produce the inverse of I.

On this graph ~, we introduce a class 8 of commutativity conditions
given exactly by the following requirements:

(1) VC E ~ ((C, Ie, C), (C)) E 8;

(2) VI: C---tD and Vg: D---tE in ~
((C, I,D,g,E), (C,g 0 I, E)) E 8;

(3) "If: C---tD in ~ ((C,I,D,/-1,C), (C, 1e,C)) E 8
and ((D, 1-1, C, I, D), (D, 1D, D)) E 8.

If we think of "class" as "element of a universe 1/" and "set" as "element
of a universe OIl E 1/" (see section 1.1), the graph ~ is 1/-small so
that proposition 5.1.6 applies and we can consider the 1/-small category
~[~-1] associated with the pair (~, 8) and the corresponding morphism
T: ~---t~[~-1]. We define <p: ~---t~[~-1] to be the composite ToI,

where I: ~---t~ is the canonical inclusion (see 5.1.6).

When ~ is OIl-small, ~ and ~[~-1] are small as well. But when I~I E 1/
and ~(A,B) E OIl for all A, B E I~I, it remains to prove that each
~[~-1 ](A, B) is still OIl-small. By conditions (1), (2) in the definition of
the class 8, an arrow in ~[~-1] can always be presented as the equiv­
alence class of a "reduced path" alternating arrows gi of ~ and arrows
of the type Ii-I, for Ii E ~; we can even assume that the first and last
arrows are some gi'S (replace two consecutive arrows of ~ by their com­
posite and add identity arrows when necessary). Writing just the arrows
and omitting the objects, a reduced path thus has the form

f -1 j-1 /-1gl 1 g2 2 •• ·gn n gn+!'

Since the class ~ is OIl-small, the set of all possible finite sequences
Ill, IiI, ... ,1;;1 is OIl-small. Once such a sequence of f i-

1'S is fixed,
the domain and the codomain of each gi are fixed so that for each gi,
there is just a OIl-small set of possibilities; ~(X, Y) is OIl-small for all X,
Y. So between two objects A, B of ~, there is just a OIl-small set of
"reduced paths" as indicated, from which ~[~-1] is OIl-small.

For each I E ~, <p(f) is an isomorphism in ~[~-1] by condition (3) in
the definition of 8. Moreover given a functor F: ~---t!') such that F(f)
is an isomorphism for each I E ~, let us define a morphism H: f§---t!')
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H(A) = F(A)
H(J) = F(J)

H(J-l) = (F.J)-l

for A E C(j,
for 1 E C(j(A, B),
for 1 E C(j(B, A), f E ~.

Now H is a morphism of graphs. It preserves the commutativity condi­
tions (1), (2) defining e because F is a functor; it preserves condition (3)
just by definition. Therefore we find a unique functor G: C(j[~-l]~~
such that GOT = H and thus GOT 0 I = F. The uniqueness of G is
obvious. D

In a special case of interest, an easy description of the category of
fractions C(j[~-l] can be given.

Definition 5.2.3 Consider a category C(j and a class ~ of morphisms of
C(j. The class ~ admits a right calculus of fractions when the following
conditions hold:

(1) VC E C(j 1c E ~;

(2) given s: A~B and t: B~C, (s E ~ and t E ~) =} (t 0 s E ~);

(3) if f: A~B is in C(j and s: C~B is in~, there exist g: D~C
in C(j and t: D~A in ~ such that f 0 t = so g (see diagram 5.1);

(4) if f,g: A==tB are in C(j and s: B~C is in ~ with the property
sof = sog, there exists t: D~A in ~ with the property fot = got.

Proposition 5.2.4 Consider a category C(j and a class ~ of morphisms
of C(j which admits a right calculus of fractions. When the category of
fractions C(j[~-l] exists, it can be described in the following way:

(1) the objects OfC(j[~-l] are those ofC(j;
(2) an arrow I: A~B of C(j[~-l] is an equivalence class of triples

(s, I, J) where

• I is an object of C(j,
• s: I~A is a morphism of~,

• I: I~B is an arbitrary morphism of~,
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• the triple (s,I, I) is equivalent to the triple (t,J,g) when there
exist x, y in ~ such that sox = toy E ~ and fox = goy (see
diagram 5.2);

(3) the composite of the equivalence classes

[(s,1,1)]: A )B, [(t,J,g)]: B )C

in ~[E-l] isjust [(s or, K,go h)]: A~C where r E ~ and h E ~

are any morphisms such that for = to h (see diagram 5.3).

Proof In a first approach, let us assume that ~ is a small category.
This implies that ~ itself is a set, so that 5.2.2 applies.

The relation of the statement used for defining the arrows is obviously
reflexive and symmetric. To prove the transitivity, consider also an arrow
(u, K, h): A~B with v, w such that tov = uow E ~ and gov = how
(see diagram 5.4). Since tov E ~, there exist m E ~ and n E ~ such that
toyom = tovon; see 5.2.3.(3). But since t E ~ and toyom = tovon,
we get r E ~ such that yomor = vonorj see 5.2.3.(4). Finally one has

fox omor = go y omor = go v onor = how on or
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Diagram 5.4

and

sox 0 m 0 r = toy 0 m 0 r = t 0 von 0 r = u 0 won 0 rj

moreover sox 0 m 0 r E ~ since sox E ~, m E ~, r E ~j see 5.2.3.(2).
This proves the equivalence of (s, I, f) and (u, K, h).

The definition ofthe composite [(t, J, g)] 0 [(s, I, f)] given in the state­
ment makes sense. Indeed by 5.2.3.(3) there always exist r E ~ and h E CC
such that for = to h and so r E ~ since s, r E ~. Moreover this defi­
nition is independent of the choices of f, s, g, t, h, r. This is lengthy but
straightforward: the arguments are analogous to those for proving the
transitivity of the equivalence relation defined on the arrows. We leave
those details to the reader as well as the checking of the category axioms
(the identity on A is just [lA, A, 1A], which makes sense by 5.2.3.(1)).
Let us for a while denote by ff the category defined in the statement.

A functor <p: CC -----* ff is easily defined~

• <p(A) = A for A E CC,
• <p(f) = [(lA, A, I)] for f: A-----*B in CC;

observe that we again use 5.2.3.(1). By definition, <p(lA) = [lA, A, 1Al,
thus <p preserves identities. On the other hand, considering diagram 5.5,
one concludes that <p(g 0 I) = <p(g) 0 <p(f). Thus <p is a functor. Moreover,
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if sEE, consideration of diagram 5.6 indicates that

[s, A, 1A] 0 [lA, A, s] = [lA, A, 1A],

[lA, A, s] 0 [s, A, 1A] = [s, A, s] = [lB, B, 1B],

or in other words [s, A, 1A] is the inverse of cp(s) = [lA, A, s] in "6'[E-1].

So indeed cp(s) is invertible as long as sEE.
Now choose a functor F: "6' -----'t~ such that F1 is invertible for every

lEE. A functor G: ff -----'t~ such that Go cp = F satisfies

(i) G(A) = Gcp(A) = FA for each A E "6',
(2) G(lA' A, /)] = Gcp(f) = F1 for each /: A-----'tB in "6',
(3) G(s,A,lA)] = G((cpS)-l) = (FS)-l for each s: A-----'tB in E.

But an arbitrary morphism [s,I,/]: A-----'tB in ff can be written as

((s,I,/)] = [(11,1,/)] 0 [(s,I,11)]

(see diagram 5.7) so that necessarily

(4) G[s,I,/] = G[lI, 1,/] oG[s,I,11] = (FI) 0 (FS)-l.

This last formula characterizes G on the arrows and, together with con­
dition (1), proves the uniqueness of G.

To prove the existence of G, it suffices to take the relations (1) and (4)
as a definition. Observe that the definition of GIs, I, f] is independent of



5.2 Calculus of fractions

I (1[ I 1[) I

s1~ /11

187

A I

Diagram 5.7

B

the choices of sand f. Indeed going back to diagram 5.2, one observes
that

Ff 0 (FS)-l = Ff 0 (FS)-l 0 F(s 0 x) 0 (F(s 0 x)r1

= Ff 0 (FS)-l 0 Fs 0 Fx 0 (F(s 0 x)r1

=FfoFxo(F(sox))-l

= Fg 0 Fy 0 (F(t 0 y)r
1

= Fg 0 (Ft)-l 0 Ft 0 Fy 0 (F(t 0 y))-l

= Fg 0 (Ft)-l 0 F(t 0 y) 0 (F(t 0 y)r1

= Fg 0 (Ft)-l.

In an analogous way one checks that G is a functor. Moreover, given
f:A~Bin~,

Gcp(f) = G[IA,A,f] = (Ff) 0 (FIA)-l = Ff,

which concludes the proof that .¥ is the category of fractions ~[2;-1].

To conclude the proof of the proposition, consider an arbitrary cate­
gory ~ and a class 2; ~ ~ of morphisms of ~ such that the category of
fractions ~[2;-1] exists. Using the axiom system of universes, ~ and 2;
are ~-small with respect to some universe ~ and ~(A,B) is CilI-small
for all A, B E I~I, for some universe CilI E ~. The proof we have just
developed applies to ~ and 2; considered as ~-small; thus the category
.¥ described in this proof has the universal property of the category of
fractions ~[2;-1], with respect to all functors F: ~~~ inverting the
morphisms in 2;, with ~ a ~-small category. In particular this property
holds for all categories ~ with I~I E ~ and each ~(X,Y) E CilI. Observe
that the assumption on the existence of ~[2;-1] is just there to ensure
that each ~[2;-1](A, B) is still CilI-small. 0
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Proposition 5.2.5 Consider a category C(j and a class ~ ofmorphisms of
C(j which admits a right calculus of fractions and such that the category
offractions C(j[~-1] exists. When C(j is finitely complete, so is C(j[~-1] and
the canonical functor cp: C(j ----*C(j[~-1] preserves finite limits.

Proof We use the notation of 5.2.4. If 1 is a terminal object in C(j
and f: C----*1 is the unique arrow from a given object C E C(j, dia­
gram 5.8 indicates that every morphism [(8,1,g)]: C----*1 in C(j[~-1]

is just cpU) = [(le,C,/)]. Thus 1 is terminal in C(j[~-1] as well.
Given two objects A, B in C(j, consider their product (A x B,PA,PB)

in CC. We shall prove that A x B together with the projections

[(lAXB, A x B,PA)], [(lAXB, A x B,PB)]

is still the product of A, B in C(j[~-1]. Indeed consider an object C E CC
and morphisms [8,1,f]: C----*A, [(t,J,g)]: C----*B in CC[~-l]. Ap­
plying 5.2.3.(3) we choose u, r such that 80 r = to U and r E ~, as in
diagram 5.9. From r E ~, 8 E ~ we deduce t 0 U = 8 0 r E ~. But by
definition of C(j[~-1]

[(8,1, I)] = [(sr, K, f r )] , [(t, J, g)] = [(tu, K, gu)].

But now, in CC, we have for: K ----*A, go u: K ----*B from which we
get a unique h: K ----* A x B such that PA 0 h = for, PB 0 h = 9 0 u.
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This yields a morphism

[(sr,K,h)]: C---4) A x B

in ~[~-1], with the properties
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[(l AX B,A x B,PA)] 0 [(sr,K,h)] = [(s,1,/)],

[(l AX B,A x B,PB)] 0 [(sr, K, h)] = [(t,J,g)].

If [(u, L, m)] is another factorization, one first uses axioms 5.2.3.(3,4) to
replace L, M by a single object N (like in the proof of the transitivity, in
5.2.4) and then one can deduce the equality' [(u, L, m)] = [(s 0 r, K, h)]
just using straightforward arguments.

Now consider two morphisms in ~[~-1]

[(s,1,1)], [(t,J,g)]: A-~~B;

we shall construct their equalizer. Applying 5.2.3.(3) we can find mor­
phisms x, y such that sox = toy, with x E ~ since t E ~ (see dia­
gram 5.2). Clearly one has

[(s,1,1)] = [(sox,X,fox)], [(t,J,g)] = [(toy,X,goy)],

with indeed toy = sox E ~ since s E ~ and x E ~. It suffices now to
compute the equalizer

k=Ker(fox,goy): K )X

in ~. This yields a morphism

<p(s 0 x 0 k) = <p(t 0 Y 0 k): K )A

in ~[~-1] which is easily seen to be the equalizer of the original pair of
morphisms.

Observe that when the two original morphisms have the form

<p(f) = [(lA, A,/)] , <p(g) = [(lA, A,g)]

we can choose x = 1A = y and conclude that the equalizer in ~[~-1] is
just [(lK, K, k)] = <p(k) where k = Ker (/,g) in ~. This proves that <p
preserves equalizers. 0

It should be observed that in the construction of a category of fractions
<p: ~~~[~-1], the morphisms f E ~ are inverted by <p, but in general
there exist other morphisms f ¢ ~ which are inverted by <po For example
in the category Set of sets consider for ~ the class of all injections. So ~
admits a right calculus of fractions since
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(1) every identity is an injection,
(2) the composite of two injections is an injection,

(3) injections are stable under pullback,
(4) if s 0 f = so g with s injective and f,g: A===tB, then f = g and

thus f 0 1A = g 0 1A.

Observe that if a functor F: Set~~ to an arbitrary category ~ in­
verts all injections, it inverts all morphisms of Set. Indeed given an arbi­
trary morphism f: A~B in Set, consider diagram 5.10 in Set where
ois the empty set and a, 13 are the obvious injections. From the equality
Ff3 = FfoFa, we deduce that Ff is an isomorphism since Fa,Ff3 are.
Moreover given another morphism g: A~B in Set, goa = 13, thus
Fgo Fa = Ff3 = Ff oFa; since Fa is an isomorphism, Ff = Fg. So F

maps all morphisms of Set(A, B) to a single isomorphism FA~FB.
The category of fractions Set[2;-l] is thus obtained by taking one object
for each set and one single isomorphism between any two objects.

Therefore the following definition is pertinent:

Definition 5.2.6 Let C(j be a category and 2; ~ C(j a class of morphisms
such that the category of fractions <p: C(j ~C(j[2;-1] exists. The class 2;
is saturated when for every morphism f E C(j

<p(J) is an isomorphism iff f E 2;.

5.3 Reflective subcategories as categories of fractions

Up to equivalence of categories, every reflection can be seen as a category
of fractions.

Proposition 5.3.1 Consider a category flI and a reflective subcategory
i: JiI <...+ flI, with reflection r -I i. Write E for the class of all morphisms
f of flI such that r(f) is an isomorphism. In this case the category
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of fractions cp: .1I~.1I[I:-1] exists and is equivalent to r: .1I~.91.

Moreover the class I: admits a left calculus of fractions.

Proof Let us first recall that the canonical morphisms EA: riA~A
of the adjunction are isomorphisms (see 3.4.1). Given B E .11, the iden­
tity ErB 0 r"'B = IrB implies that given the second canonical morphism
"'B: B~irB, r("'B) is an isomorphism as well, with inverse the iso­
morphism ErB. Thus "'B E I:.

Let us write fI for the following category:

• IfIl = 1.111;
• fI(B,B') = .91(rB,rB');
• the composition is that of .91.

There is an obvious functor r: .91~fI:

• r(A) = i(A) for A E .91j
• r(f) = ri(f) for f E .91(A, A').

This functor is full and faithful since ri is isomorphic to the identity
on .91 via the isomorphism E. Moreover, given B E fI, we also have
an isomorphism r"'B E fI(B,irB) = fI(B,r(rB)). Therefore r is an
equivalence of categories (see 3.4.3).

There is an obvious functor cp: .1I~fI:

• cp(B) = B for B E .11;
• cp(f) = r(f) for f: B~B' in .11.

We shall prove that (fI, cp: .1I~fI) is the category of fractions .1I[I:-1].

Given a functor F: .1I~rc such that F(f) is an isomorphism for each
f E I:, a functor G: fI~rc such that Gocp = F must have the following
characteristics, since each "'B is in I::

(1) GB = Gcp(B) = FBj
(2) Gr("'B) = Gcp("'B) = F("'B);

(3) G(ErB) = G( (r("'B))-l) = (G(r("'B))) -1 = (F("'B))-l j

(4) G(f) = GU 0 ErB 0 r("'B))
= G(ErB' 0 r(if) 0 r("'B))
= G(ErB') 0 Gr(if) 0 Gr("'B)
= F("'B' )-1 0 Gcpi(f) 0 F("'B)
= F("'B' )-1 0 Fi(f) 0 F("'B)

for B, B' E fI and f E fI( B, B'). This proves the uniqueness of G. On
the other hand the naturalities of e, '" show that G, defined by
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• GB = FB for B E fE,
• Gf = F(T/BI)-l oFif OF(T/B) for f E fE(B,B'),

is indeed a functor. It is such that Go cp = F since

Gcp(B) = GB = FB,

Gcp(J) = Gr(J)

= F(T/B' )-1 0 Fir(J) 0 F(T/B)

= F(T/BI )-1 0 F(ir(J) 0 T/B)

= F(T/BI )-1 0 F(T/B' 0 J)

= F(T/BI)-l OF(T/BI) oFf

=Ff

for B E f!J and f E f!J(B, B').
It remains to prove that ~ satisfies the conditions dual to those of

5.2.3. Clearly r(1B) is an isomorphism for every B E f!J and if 9 0 f
exists in f!J with r(g), r(J) isomorphisms, r(g 0 J) = r(g) 0 r(J) is an
isomorphism as well.

Let us check the dual of condition 5.2.3.(3). Diagram 5.11 commutes
in f!J just by naturality of T/. So if s E ~, ir(s) is an isomorphism and

T/A 0 f = (ir(J) 0 (ir(s)r
1

0 T/C) 0 s

with T/A E ~ by 3.4.1.
For the dual of condition 5.2.3.(4), consider the commutative dia­

gram 5.12 in f!J. If f 0 s = go s with s E ~, ir(J) 0 ir(s) = ir(g) 0 ir(s)
with ir(s) an isomorphism, thus ir(J) = ir(g). Therefore

T/A 0 f = ir(J) 0 T/B = ir(g) 0 T/B = T/A 0 9

with T/A E ~ by 3.4.1. o
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5.4 The orthogonal subcategory problem

Considering a reflective subcategory as a category of fractions "up to
equivalence" can lead finally to a clumsy presentation, as suggested by
the proof of 5.3.1. There is an equivalent, but more elegant approach.

Definition 5.4.1 Consider two arrows I: A~B, g: C~D in a
category~. We say that "I is orthogonal to g" and we write I .1 9
when, given arbitrary morphisms u, v such that v 0 I = go u there exists
a unique morphism w such that wo 1= u, gow = v (see diagram 5.13).

Let us make clear that this orthogonality relation is by no means
symmetric.

Let us also observe that the definition of a strong epimorphism (see
4.3.5) can be rephrased in the following way:

An epimorphism I is strong when, for every monomorphism g,
1.1 g.

Definition 5.4.2 Given an arrow I: A~B and objects X, Y of a
category ~ (see diagram 5.14):

(1) we say that I is orthogonal to X and write I .1 X when for every
morphism a: A~X, there exists a unique morphism b: B~X
such that b 0 I = a;
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(2) we say that Y is orthogonal to 1 and write Y ..L 1 when for every
morphism c: Y ----*B there exists a unique morphism d: Y----*A
such that 1 0 d = c.

Clearly the two notions of 5.4.2 are dual to each other, while 5.4.1
is an autodual definition. There is generally no ambiguity between the
notions of orthogonality in 5.4.1 and 5.4.2 since

Proposition 5.4.3 Consider a category C(! with a terminal object 1.
Given an arrow I: A----*B ofc(! and an object X,

1 ..L X iff I..L ~x ,
where ex: X ----* 1 is the unique existing morphism.

Prool It suffices to consider diagram 5.15 where the outer square and
the lower triangle are automatically commutative. 0

Here now is the way to use these orthogonality conditions to describe
reflective subcategories.

Proposition 5.4.4 Consider a reflective subcategory i: d <-..+ f!4 with
reflection r: f!4----*d. Write ~ for the class of all morphisms 1 E f!4
inverted by r. Given B E f!4, write 1]B: B----*irB for the canonical
morphism of the adjunction.

(1) For an object X E f!4, the following conditions are equivalent:
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(a) XEd;
(b) 'Vf E L- f 1- X;
(c) 'VB E fJI 1JB 1- X.

(2) For an arrow f E fJI, the following conditions are equivalent:

(a) f E L-;
(b) 'VXEd f 1- X;
(c) 'Vg Ed f 1- g.
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Proof Choose XEd and f: A---'1-B in L-, so that 1Jx is an isomor­
phism (see 3.4.1) and consider diagram 5.16. Given a: A---'1-X = i(X),
1Jx 0 a = ir(a) 01JA so that a = i(1Jx1

0 r(a)) 0 1JA; we put b: r(A) ---'1-X,
b = 1Jx1

0 r(a), thus a = i(b) 01JA. Since r(f) is an isomorphism, we
obtain

i(b) 0 i(r(f)) -1 0 1JB 0 f = i(b) 01JA = a,

so that i(b) 0 i(r(f))-1 0 1JB is a factorization of a through f. Such a
factorization is unique because given h, k: B~iX such that h 0 f =

a = k 0 f, one has r(h) 0 r(f) = r(k) 0 r(f) and thus r(h) = r(k) since
r(f) is an isomorphism. Then

1JiX 0 h = ir(h) 01JB = ir(k) 0 1JB = 1JiX 0 k

and finally h = k because 1JiX is an isomorphism (ex is an isomorphism
by 3.4.1 and 1JiX is the inverse of iex by 3.1.5).

That (b) implies (c) is obvious, since 1JB E L-; notice that er(B) is an
isomorphism by 3.4.1 and r(1JB) is its inverse by 3.1.5.

Let us suppose now that 1JB 1- X for each B E fJI. Putting B = X,
we find a unique morphism x: ir(X) ---'1- X such that x 0 1Jx = Ix,
as in diagram 5.17. But 1Jx 0 x 0 1Jx = 1Jx = l ir(x) 0 1Jx, so that by
uniqueness of the factorization, 1Jx 0 x = l ir(x). So 1Jx and x are inverse
isomorphisms and XEd because r(X) Ed and d is replete in fJI; see
3.5.1.
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X --:g::--"""*) Y

Diagram 5.18

Let us now prove the second set of equivalences. Given f: A-----+B in
~ and XEd, we must prove that f ..1 X. But this is precisely (a) * (b)
in the first part of the proof.

Choose now f: A -----+ B with f ..1 X for every XEd. Choose also
an arbitrary morphism g: X -----+Y in d, as in diagram 5.18. Given
U, v with 9 0 U = v 0 f, the condition f ..1 X implies the existence of a
unique w such that w 0 f = u. It remains to prove that go w = v. But
9 0 w 0 f = 9 0 u = v 0 f so that 9 0 wand v are two factorizations of
9 0 u through f; since f ..1 Y, this implies 9 0 w = v.

Finally choose f: A -----+ B in f!l orthogonal to every g: X -----+ Y in
d. Considering diagram 5.19, we have ir(J) 0 'fIA = 'fiB 0 f; therefore
we obtain 9 such that go f = 'fIA, ir(J) 0 9 = 'fiB. Let us prove that
Cr(A) 0 r(g) is the inverse of r(J). Applying 3.1.5,

Cr(A) 0 r(g) 0 r(J) = Cr(A) 0 r('fIA) = 1r (A),

r(J) 0 Cr(A) 0 r(g) = Cr(B) 0 rir(J) 0 r(g)

= Cr(B) 0 r('fIB) = 1r (B)' D

The equivalence (a)¢:>(b) in the first part of 5.4.4 suggests the follow­
ing definition:

Definition 5.4.5 Let ~ be a category and ~ a class ofmorphisms ofC(;'.
By the orthogonal subcategory of~ determined by~, we mean the full
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Diagram 5.19

subcategory C6'E of C6' whose objects are those X E C6' such that f ..1 X
for every f E 2;.

5.4.4 shows that given a reflective subcategory i: d '---* f!l with reflec­
tion r: f!l-----:o,d, d is precisely the orthogonal subcategory C6'E deter­
mined by the class 2; of those morphisms inverted by r. The orthogonal
subcategory problem consists in finding conditions such that, given a
category C6' and a class 2; of morphisms of C6', the orthogonal subcate­
gory C6'E is reflective in C6'.

Observe first an obvious fact (see 3.5.1).

Proposition 5.4.6 Let C6' be a category and 2; a class of morphisms of
C6'. The full subcategory C6'E ofC6' is replete. D

The solution of the orthogonal subcategory problem uses in an essen­
tial way a notion which will be studied more systematically in chapter 5
of volume 2. More precisely,

an object C of a category C6' is a-presentable, for some regular
cardinal a, when the representable functor C6'(C, -): C6'-----:o,Set
preserves a-filtered colimits.

More generally

An object C of a category C6' is presentable when it is a-present­
able for some regular cardinal a.

(See section 6.4 for the notion of regular cardinal.) In chapter 5 of vol­
ume 2, we shall study a wide class of categories which satisfy the assump­
tions of the following theorem, namely the locally presentable categories
(see 5.2.10, volume 2).
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Theorem 5.4.7 Let ~ be a cocomplete category in which every object
is presentable. Given a set ~ of morphisms of~, the corresponding
orthogonal subcategory ~E is reflective in ~.

Proof Let us first indicate a general construction, starting from an ar­
bitrary object C E ~. For every pair (s, f) where s: S~T is in ~ and
f: S~C is arbitrary, consider the pushout in diagram 5.20. Consider
now the diagram constituted of all the arrows ts!, for all possible pairs
(s, f), and compute its colimit (rC, (us!)s!) (a sort of "infinite pushout"
of arrows with a common codomain C). The diagram is small since ~ is
a set, thus the colimit exists by assumption. We write '"'Ie = us! 0 ts! for
the unique composite obtained in this way (see diagram 5.21).

So given (s, f) as above, we do not have in general a (unique) factor­
ization T~C, but we certainly have a factorization T~rC (see
diagram 5.22), namely us! 0 gs!; indeed

us! 0 gs! 0 s = us! 0 ts! 0 f = '"'Ie 0 f.

The factorization T~rc has no reason to be unique. Therefore we
consider all the morphisms h: T~ rc such that h 0 s = '"'Ie 0 f, for
a fixed pair (s,f). We consider the colimit qs!: rC~Qs! of all those
factorizations h (a sort of "infinite coequalizer" ); this makes sense since
rc(T, rC) is a set and ~ is cocomplete. Then we consider the diagram
constituted of all the arrows qs!, for all possible pairs (s, f), and we
compute its colimit (~C, (vs! )s!) (a sort of "infinite pushout"); again
this colimit does exist because ~ is small and ~ is cocomplete. We write
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"- J
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Diagram 5.23

8c = vs! 0 qs! for the unique composite obtained in this way (see dia­
gram 5.23).

To construct the reflection of C E ~ in ~E, it will now suffice to
iterate the previous construction. By transfinite induction, let us define
a functor

F: Ord )~

where Ord is the preordered class of ordinals. Defining F is just giving
a transfinite sequence

in the category ~; we put

(1) Co = C,
(2) if C{3 is defined, C{3+l = b..C{3 with connecting morphism O{3 =

8c /3 °IC/3

C{3 IC/3 ) rC{3 8c/3 ) b..C{3,

(3) if (3 is a limit ordinal, C{3 = colim e<{3Ce , with the canonical mor-
phisms of the colimit as connecting morphisms.

Such a construction can be performed in every cocomplete category,
but has no reason to become stationary at some stage. But using the
assumption that every object is presentable, we shall be able to reach
our conclusion.
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Diagram 5.24

Diagram 5.25

Each object of ~ is presentable. Since ~ is a set, we can choose a
sufficiently big regular cardinal a such that for each s: S ------'t T in ~,

both Sand T are a-presentable. We shall prove that Co., together with
the connecting morphism C------'tCa , is the reflection of C in ~E'

First of all let us consider s: S ------'t T in ~ and f: S ------'t Co. as in
diagram 5.24. Since S is a-presentable and the colimit defining Co. is
a-filtered, f factors through some C/3' with (3 < a (see 5.1.3 of volume
2). Writing S6: C6 ------'t Co. for the canonical morphisms of the colimit,
we have thus some f/3 with s/3 0 f/3 = f. By definition of rC/3 we get

f = s/3 0 f/3 = s/3+1 00/3 0 f/3 = s/3+1 o8c {3 0 'YC{3 0 f/3

= S/3+1 o8c{3 0 us! 0 gs! 0 s,

which shows that 9 = s/3+1 o8c{3 0 us! 0 gs! is a factorization satisfying
go S = f.

Now let us suppose we have two factorizations g, h: T~Ca with the
property go S = f = h 0 s. We must prove the equality 9 = h. Since T
is a-presentable and the colimit defining Co. is a-filtered, 9 and h factor
through some terms C/31' C/32 of the colimit. Since the colimit is filtered,
there is no restriction in supposing (31 = (32; this yields diagram 5.25.
Writing g/31' h/31 for the factorizations and again 8/31 for the canonical
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morphism of the colimit, we have

S{31 0 g{31 0 S = g 0 s = f = h 0 8 = S{31 0 h{31 08.

This shows that the two morphisms (g{31 0 8, h{31 0 8) are identified in
the colimit Ca ; since this colimit is filtered, there exists /31 < /3 < 0:

such that those two morphisms are already coequalized at the level C{3

(see 2.13.3). Finally we have got the situation of diagram 5.26 with
g{3 08 = h{3 0 S and g = 8{3 0 g{3, h = 8{3 0 h{3. Putting f = g{3 08 in the
first part of proof, we get

("(C/3 0 g(3) 08 = 'YC/3 0 f = ("(C/3 0 h(3) 0 S

thus 'YC/3 0 g{3 and 'YC/3 0 h{3 are two factorizations of 'YC/3 0 f through s.
This implies qs! 0 'YC/3 0 g{3 = qs! 0 'YC/3 0 h{3 by definition of qs!. Finally

g = 8{3 0 g{3

= 8{3+l oO{3 0 g{3

= 8{3+l OOC/3 0 'YC/3 0 g{3

= 8{3+1 0 vs! 0 qs! 0 'YC/3 0 g{3

= 8{3+1 0 vs! 0 qs! 0 'YC/3 0 h{3

= 8{3+1 OOC/3 0 'YC/3 0 h{3

= 8{3+1 oO{3 0 h{3 = 8{3 0 h{3

=h.

This ends the proof that Ca is an object of ~~.
Now let us consider the canonical morphism 80: C = CO----,,;Ca of

the colimit. Given D E ~~ and m: Co----,,;D, we must find a unique
n: Ca----,,;D such that no 80 = m. By transfinite induction, we shall
construct a cocone of morphisms n{3: C{3----,,;D on the diagram consti­
tuted of the C{3,O{3 and we shall prove that n a is the expected factor­
ization. Clearly we put no = m and when /3 is a limit ordinal. we define
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Diagram 5.28

n/3 as the unique factorization of the cocone (ng)g</3 through the colimit
C/3 = colim g</3Cg. There remains the case of a successor ordinal.

So we suppose that a cone n g: Cg----'?D has already been defined for
all c ~ (3; we must define n/3+l: C/3+1----,?D such that n/3+l 00/3 = n/3.

Consider s: S----'?T in ~ and f: S----,?C/3. In diagram 5.27, we get a
unique factorization rsf such that rsf 0 s = n/3 0 f, just because D E ~I;

and S E ~. Since the square is by definition a pushout, this yields a
new factorization wsf making the whole diagram 5.27 commutative. The
relations wsf 0 tsf = n/3 indicate that the morphisms wsf constitute a
cocone on the generalized pushout diagram constituted of the morphisms
tsf. Since (rC/3,(usf)sf) is the colimit of this last diagram, we find a
unique morphism (T/3 as in diagram 5.28 such that (T/3 0 usf = wsf·

Composing with tsf we obtain

(T/3 0 'CI3 = (T/3 0 usf 0 tsf = wsf 0 tsf = n/3.

We must now extend the factorization at the level ~rc/3. Consider
diagram 5.29. If g, h are such that h 0 S = 'CI3 0 f = go S, then (T/3 0 9
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Diagram 5.30

and CT{3 ohare two factorizations of CT{3 ° 'YC{3 of through s; since s E 2;

and D E ~~, this implies CT{3 0 g = CT{3 ° h. This implies that CT{3 factors
through the coequalizer qsf of all those possible factorizations g, h, ...,

yielding a morphism Psf such that Psf ° qsf = CT{3o This last equality
indicates precisely that the morphisms Psf constitute a cocone on the
generalized pushout diagram constituted of the morphisms qsf' Since
(b.C{3, (vsf )sf) is the colimit of this last diagram, we find in diagram 5.30
a unique morphism n{3+1: C{3+1 = b.C{3-----:o,D such that n{3+1 ° vsf =

Psf· Composing with qsf we obtain

and finally

n{3+1 ° (){3 = n{3+1 ° DC{3 ° 'YC{3 = CT{3 ° 'YC{3 = n{3.

This constructs the cocone (n{3){3EOrd and in particular we have naOSo =
no = m, which yields the expected factorization n = na .
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It remains to prove the uniqueness of that factorization n a , but it is
now a straightforward matter. Indeed if 1: Ca-----,*D is such that loso =

m, for every j3 :S a we define 1(3 = 10s(3 where s(3: C(3 -----,*Ca is once more
the canonical morphism of the colimit. It suffices to prove by induction
the equality 1(3 = n(3, for every j3 :S a. For a = 0 this is just the relation
1 0 So = m = no. And when j3 is a limit ordinal, 1(3 and n(3 are two
factorizations of the cone (le = ne)e<(3 through the colimit C(3, thus
1(3 = n(3. There remains the case of a successor ordinal.

If 1(3 = n(3 observe first that

1(3+1 0 bC{3 0 usf 0 gsf 0 S = 1(3+1 0 bC{3 0 usf 0 tsf 0 f
=1(3+1 0 bC{3 0 'YC{3 0 f
= 1(3+1 00(3 0 f
= 1(3 0 f
= n(3 0 f
= wsf 0 gsf 0 s

= CT(3 0 usf 0 gsf 0 s.

Since D E ct'E and sEE, this implies

1(3+1 0 bC {3 0 usf 0 gsf = CT(3 0 usf 0 gsf'

On the other hand one has directly

1(3+1 0 bC{3 0 usf 0 tsf = 1(3+1 0 bC{3 0 'YC{3

= 1(3+1 00(3

= 1(3

= n(3

= wsf 0 tsf

= CT(3 0 usf 0 tsf.

Thus the morphisms 1(3+10 bC{3 0 usf and CT(3 0 usf are equal when com­
posed with the two canonical morphisms tsf, gsf of the pushout of f, s.
Therefore

and since the usf are the canonical morphisms of a colimit,
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113+1 0 vsf 0 qsf = Psf 0 qsf

and since qsf is an epimorphism (coequaHzer of a family of morphisms),

113+1 0 vsf = Psf·

But nl3+1 is by definition the unique arrow with that property, thus

113+l = nl3+l. D

Corollary 5.4.8 Let ~ be a locally presentable category and ~ a set
of morphisms of~. The corresponding orthogonal subcategory ~E is
reflective in ~.

Proof By 5.4.7, this volume, and 5.2.10, volume 2. D

Since a reflection is completely characterized by the class ~ of inverted
morphisms (see 5.3.1), the properties of the reflection will depend heavily
on the structure of the class ~. Therefore it is very important to know
when a class ~ is the class of inverted morphisms for a reflection.

Definition 5.4.9 Let ~ be a cocomplete category and £ a class of
morphisms of~. The class £ is closed under colimits when given a small
category f?}, two functors F, G: f?}=:::t~ and a natural transformation
a: F =? G, if all the morphisms aD: FD---"tGD are in £, then the
corresponding factorization coHm aD: coHm F D ---"tcoHm GD is in £
as well.

Proposition 5.4.10 Let ~ be a cocomplete category in which every
object is presentable. Consider a set ~ ofmorphisms of~ and the corre­
sponding reflective subcategory r --j i: ~E~~ of those objects orthog­
onal to the morphisms of ~. The class £ of those morphisms inverted by
r is the smallest class £ with the following properties:

(1) ~ ~ £;
(2) every isomorphism is in £;
(3) if two sides of a commutative triangle are in £, so is the third side;
(4) £ is closed under colimits.

Proof If s: S---"tT is in ~, consider diagram 5.31. Since s 1.. ir(S), we
get a unique morphism f: T---"tir(S) such that f 0 s = 1]8; see 5.4.4.
Since (r(T), 7JT) is the reflection of T and r(S) E ~E, we get a unique
morphism 9 such that 9 0 1]T = f. From

go ir(s) 01]8 = go TJT 0 s = f 0 s = 1]8
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and the universality of !Is, we get go ir(s) = 1ir(s). From

ir(s) 0 9 0 !IT 0 S = ir(s) 0 los = ir(s) 0 !Is = !IT 0 S

we get ir(s) 0 9 o !IT = !IT since s 1.. ir(T); consequently ir(s) 0 9 = 1ir(T)
by universality of !IT. Thus ir(s) is an isomorphism and E ~ f.

Clearly if I is an isomorphism, so is r(f) and thus I E f. In the same
way if I = go h, then r(f) = r(g) 0 r(h) and if two of the morphisms
r(f), r(g), r(h) are isomorphisms, so is the third one.

Finally, with the notation of 5.4.9, r(colimaD) = colimr(aD) since r
preserves colimits (see 3.2.2). Thus when each r(aD) is an isomorphism,
r(colim aD) is an isomorphism as well as a colimit of isomorphisms.

Thus the class f of inverted morphisms certainly satisfies conditions
(1), (2), (3), (4). From now on, let us write f for an arbitrary class
which satisfies conditions (1), (2), (3), (4). Let us prove first that given
C E rc the canonical morphism !Ie: C -----+ ir(C) is in f. We refer without
further notice to the construction of !Ie given in the proof of 5.4.7.

For every s: 8-----+T in E and I: 8-----+C, consider diagram 5.32
where the front face is a pushout by definition; the back face is obviously
a pushout as well. Since s,ls and 1e are in f, tsf E f. Now consider
diagram 5.33, where (s, J) runs through all the possible pairs described
before. We compute the generalized pushout of the morphisms tsf on the
bottom line and the corresponding generalized pushout of the morphisms
1e on the top line. The vertical morphisms 1e, tsf connecting the two
diagrams are in f, thus 'Ye E f.

The pair (s, J) being fixed again, consider diagram 5.34 where hi runs
through all the morphisms h such that hi 0 s = 'Ye 0 I; we take as many
copies Ii of I as there are such morphisms hi. Since all the Ii's are equal
to j, the top line is a colimit. The bottom line is a colimit by definition.
Since s and 'Ye are in f, qsf 0'Ye E f. But since 'Ye E f, qsf E f as well.
Now considering diagram 5.35 where (s, J) runs through all the possible
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pairs (s, I), the bottom part is a colimit by definition and the top part
is a colimit since the indexing diagram is connected (see 2.6.7.e). Since
1r c and qsf are in E, DC E E.

Let us finally consider the various objects C{3 and the corresponding
connecting morphisms Co-----+C{3. We prove by induction on 0: that all
those morphisms are in E:

(1) if f3 = 0, the morphism is the identity on Co, which is in E;

(2) if T{3: Co -----+C{3 is in E, then T{3+l: Co -----+C{3+l is just DC)3o'YC)3 OT{3,
which is in E as composite of morphisms in E;

(3) if f3 is a limit ordinal, it suffices to consider diagram 5.36; the top line
is a colimit diagram, just because the indexing diagram is connected
(see 2.6.7.e); the bottom line is a colimit diagram by definition. Since
Te E E for c < (3, T{3 E E.

In particular T ex = 'fIc E E.

Finally let us consider a morphism f: B-----+C in CC such that r(f)
is an isomorphism. Considering the commutative diagram 5.37, we have
'fiB, 'fIc and ir(f) in E, thus f is in E as well. 0
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5.5 Factorization systems

5.3.1 shows that a reflection r -j i: d -----'7f!J of a category f!J is com­
pletely characterized by the class ~ of those morphisms of f!J inverted
by r. Here we shall prove that in most cases, ~ is part of a factorization
system for the arrows of f!J.

Definition 5.5.1 By a factorization system on a category f!J we mean
a pair (f, M) where both f and M are classes of morphisms of f!J and

(1) every isomorphism belongs to both f and M,
(2) both f and M are closed under composition,
(3) \:Ie E f \:1m E M e 1.. m,
(4) every morphism f E f!J can be factored as f = moe, with e E f and

mEM.

Let us make clear that in 5.5.1, nothing is required about some mor­
phisms being monomorphisms or epimorphisms.

Proposition 5.5.2 Under the conditions of 5.5.1, the factorization f =

moe referred to in 5.5.1.(4) is unique up to an isomorphism.

Proof Suppose f = m' 0 e' with e' E f and m' EM. Consider
diagram 5.38. It suffices to apply 5.5.1.(3) to get morphisms u, v such
that u 0 e = e', m' 0 u = m, v 0 e' = e, m 0 v = m'. In particular
considering the situations of diagram 5.39, one has v 0 u 0 e = v 0 e' = e,
m 0 v 0 u = m' 0 u = m, u 0 v 0 e' = u 0 e = e', m' 0 u 0 v = m 0 v = m'.
By the uniqueness condition in the definition of orthogonality (see 5.4.1)
one deduces v 0 u = IB and u 0 v = Ie. 0

Proposition 5.5.3 Under the conditions of5.5.1 and given a morphism
f E f!J,

f E f {:} \:1m EMf 1.. m,

f E M {:} \:Ie E E e 1.. f.
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Diagram 5.40

Proof By duality, it suffices to prove one of the equivalences. If f E £,
then f 1.. m for every m E M, just by 5.5.1.(3). Conversely suppose
f 1.. m for all m E M and write f = moe with e E £, m E M (see
5.5.1.(4)). Considering the situations of diagram 5.40, we first get 9 such
that go f = e, m 0 9 = 1e, by assumption on f. Considering the second
square, 9 0 moe = 9 0 f = e and m 0 9 0 m = m, thus by the uniqueness
condition in 5.4.1 we have go m = lB. So m is an isomorphism and
mE £ (5.5.1.(1)). Finally f = moe E £ (5.5.1.(2)). 0

Proposition 5.5.3 tells us in some sense that definition 5.5.1 is redun­
dant, since each one of the classes £, M can be completely described
in terms of the other one. Nevertheless the fact of using both classes
allows in general more elegance and simplicity in the treatment of the
problems.

The classes £, M involved in a factorization system have quite a lot of
stability properties, for example under some types of limits or colimits
(see 5.9.1). Let us just emphasize the following facts.

Proposition 5.5.4 Under the conditions of 5.5.1, consider a composite
fog of two morphisms of fJl:

(1) (f 0 9 E £ and 9 E £) ~ (f E E);
(2) (f 0 gEM and f E M) ~ (g EM);
(3) f E £ n M ~ f is an isomorphism.
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Diagram 5.42

Prool Let us prove the first assertion. Consider diagram 5.41 where
m 0 u = vol and m E M. Since log E £, we get a unique W such that
W 0 log = u 0 9 and mow = v. But since 9 E £, the uniqueness condition
in 5.4.1 implies W 0 1 = u. Thus W is the expected factorization. Now
W is unique with that property since m 0 Wi = v and Wi 0 1 = u imply
Wi 0 log = u 0 9 and thus Wi = w.

The second assertion follows by duality. Finally if 1 E £nM it suffices
to consider the square of diagram 5.42 to get a unique 9 such that
gol = lA, log = lB. 0

We shall now indicate the relations between reflective subcategories
and factorization systems.

Proposition 5.5.5 Let f!J be a category with a terminal object. Ev­
ery factorization system (£, M) on the category f!J induces a reflective
subcategory r -1 i: d~f!J, with the following properties:

(1) given B E f!J and the (£,M)-factorization

B eB ) r(B) mB ) 1

of the unique morphisms tB: B---.+l, (r(B),eB) is the reflection
of Bin .91;

(2) every morphism 1 E £ is inverted by r.
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Proof Given B E f!J, consider the unique morphism ~B: B~l and
its (£,M)-factorization ~B = mB ° eB, mB EM, eB E £; write r(B)
for the corresponding object

B _-,,-,eB",---~) r(B) mB )1

We define .xl to be the full subcategory of f!J whose objects are those
B's for which eB is an isomorphism.

By uniqueness of the (£, M)-factorization (see 5.5.2), the (£, M)-fac­
torization of mB is just mBo1r B. In other words, r(B) E .xl. Considering
diagram 5.43, let us prove that (rB, eB) is the reflection of B in.xl. Given
A E.xI, the unique arrow mA: A~l is in M by definition. Then given
f: B~A, the square shown is commutative since 1 is terminal. From
eB E £ and mA EM, we get a unique 9 such that go eB = f and, of
course, mA °9 = mB.

Choose now g: B~B' in £. In diagram 5.44, the outer rectangle
is commutative since 1 is terminal. From eB E £ and mB' E M, we
get a unique r(g) making the whole diagram 5.44 commutative. This is
precisely the definition of the functor r on the morphisms (see 3.1.3).
But from 9 E £ and eB' E £, we get eB' 0g E £; since eB E £, this implies
r(g) E £; see 5.5.4. In the same way from mB E M and mB' E M we
deduce r(g) EM. Then r(g) is both in £ and in M: it is an isomorphism
(see 5.5.4). 0
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It should be observed that in 5.5.5, f is not in general the class of
morphisms of f!J inverted by the reflection r. For example in the cate­
gory Set of sets and mappings every monomorphism is strong and every
epimorphism is strong (see 4.3.10.a). Therefore we immediately get a
system of factorization by defining

I E f iff I is a surjection,

I E M iff I is an injection.

Given a set B, the corresponding reflection r(B) of f!J is the image of
the unique mapping B----+l. Thus r(B) = 1 if B i- 0 and r(0) = 0.
The corresponding reflective subcategory is just {0 ~ 1}. Observe that
every morphism I: A ----+ B between non-empty sets A, B is mapped to
the identity on the singleton, thus is inverted by the reflection.

The reader should compare the previous example with the statement
of our next proposition. We refer to 4.4.1 for the notion of a "finitely
well-complete" category.

Proposition 5.5.6 Let f!J be a finitely well-complete category. There
exists a bijection between

(1) the reflective subcategories r -j i: .xI~f!J of fIJ,
(2) the (f, M) factorization systems on fIJ which satisfy the additional

condition
log E f and I E f => 9 E f.

Moreover, under this bijection, f is the class of those morphisms of fIJ
inverted by the reflection rand M contains all the arrows of .xl.

Prool Let us start with a reflective subcategory r -j i: .xI~f!J and
define the two classes f, M of morphisms by

I E f iff r(f) is an isomorphism,

I E M iff Ve E f e..l f.

We shall prove that (f, M) is a factorization system with M containing
all the arrows of .xl.

Clearly every isomorphism is in f and f is stable under composition.
Moreover an isomorphism is always orthogonal (on the left or on the
right) to any morphism, thus certainly all isomorphisms are in M.

Now consider a composite m2 0 ml, with ml, m2 E M. Considering
diagram 5.45 where e E f and m2 0 ml 0 u = v 0 e one gets a unique
x such that m2 0 x = v, x 0 e = ml 0 u (e E f, m2 E M) and then a
unique y such that ml 0 Y = x, yo e = u (e E f, ml EM). This implies



214

A

c

Categories of fractions

____--'e=-- --t) B

y;71V
--::m:::--1----+) D

Diagram 5.45

u

B -"'e__~) B'

~ V~)rB i/lrB'
A ---a;:;---~) A'

Diagram 5.46

m2 °m1 °Y = m2 ox = v, so that y is a factorization. If y' is another
factorization such that y' °e = u, m2 °m1 ° y' = v, one has

m2 ° (m1 ° y') = v = m2 ° x, (m1 ° y') °e = (m1 °u) = x °e,

so that m1 ° y' = x by definition of x. Since moreover y' ° e = u, y = y'
by definition of y. This proves that M is stable under composition.

By definition of M, e E £ and m E M imply e ..1 m. Moreover if
a: A ----t A' is an arrow of .xl and e: B ----t B' is in £, let us prove the
relation e ..1 a. Consider diagram 5.46 where a ° u = v ° e. If 'f/B, 'f/B'
are the canonical morphisms of the reflection, we get factorizations t, s
making the whole diagram 5.46 commute. This yields a morphism w =

t ° (ir(e)) -1 0 'f/B' from B' to A, with the properties

woe=to (ir(e))-1 0'f/B' oe=to (ir(e))-1 oir(e)o'f/B =r'f/B =u,

a o w=a o t o (ir(e))-1 o 'f/B' =soir(e)o (ir(e))-1 0'f/B' =S0'f/B' =v.

If w': B' ----tA is another morphism with the properties w' ° e = u,
a 0 w' = v, the universal property of (ir(B'), 'f/B') implies the existence
of w": ir(B')----tA such that w" 0 'f/B' = w'. Therefore

" .() " , tw °1,r e ° 'f/B = W 0 'f/B' ° e = woe = u = ° 'f/B,
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p ----:-b-""'*) irB
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Diagram 5.48

from which w" 0 ir(e) = t by uniqueness of t. Finally,

'" " . () (. ( )) -1 (. ( ))-1W = W 0 "'E' = W 0 zr e 0 zr e 0 "'E' = t 0 zr e 0 "'E' = W,

which proves e..l a. Thus every morphism of d is in M.
Let us now consider a composite fog in f!J with fog E E and

fEE. Since r(f 0 g) = r(f) 0 r(g) and r(f 0 g), r(f) are isomorphisms,
r(g) = (r(f)) -1 0 r(f 0 g) is an isomorphism as well. Thus gEE.

It remains to prove that every morphism f: B~C in f!J can be
factored as f = moe, with e E E and mE M. We consider diagram 5.47
where the square is a pullback and c is the unique factorization making
the whole diagram 5.47 commute.

Let us observe first that a E M. Indeed consider diagram 5.48 with
U 0 w = a 0 v and wEE. Since wEE and ir(J) E d ~ M, we get
a unique x such that x 0 w = b 0 v and ir(J) 0 x = 'fJe 0 u. Since (a, b)
is a pullback and ir(J) 0 x = 'fJe 0 u, we obtain a unique y such that
a 0 y = u, boy = x. Observe that boy 0 W = x 0 w = b 0 v and
a 0 yow = U 0 W = a 0 v, from which yow = v since (a, b) is a pullback.
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Thus a 0 y = u and yow = v, which yields a factorization y. If y' is
another such factorization, the relations

boy' 0 W = b 0 v = x 0 w, ir(f) 0 boy' = 'fie 0 a 0 y' = 'fie 0 u = ir(f) 0 x

imply boy' = x. Next, the relations

boy' = x = boy, a 0 y' = u = a 0 y

imply y' = y. This ends the proof that a E M.
There is no reason in general to have c E £. Let us consider all the

subobjects Si: Si~P with Si E M and through which c factors, let
us say as c = Si 0 ti. We can compute the intersection s: S~P of
all these subobjects (f?l is finitely well-complete) and get a factorization
c = sot through that intersection. Observe that Ip is one of the Si'S. Let
us prove that S E M; see diagram 5.49. Givell x E £ and sou = v 0 x,

we get a unique Wi such that Si 0 Wi = v, Wi 0 X = O'i 0 u since Si EM.
Since all composites Si 0 Wi are just v, we get a unique factorization W

through the intersection S, with O'i 0 W = Wi. Therefore

Moreover from sow 0 x = v 0 x = sou we deduce W 0 x = u since S is a
monomorphism. So W is the expected factorization and it is necessarily
unique because S is a monomorphism. This proves S EM.

We already have f = aoc = aosot with a and sin M, thus aos E M.
It remains to prove that t E £. Let us consider diagram 5.50 where the
square is a pullback. From

r(bos)or(t) =r(boc) =r('fIB)

and the fact that r('fIB) is an isomorphism (with inverse Cr(B); see 3.1.5
and 3.4.1), we deduce that r(t) = ir(t) is a monomorphism and thus
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k is a monomorphism as well (see 2.5.3). But since ir(t) E .xl ~ M,
the same argument developed for diagram 5.47 shows that k E M.
We have then c = sot = s 0 k 0 d with s 0 k a monomorphism in
M, since sand k are. By definition of s, k must be an isomorphism.
Finally, recalling once more that r('TJx) is always invertible, with inverse
Cr(X) (see 3.1.5 and 3.4.1) we observe that r(l) 0 r(d) = r('TJB) is an
isomorphism, thus r(d) is a strong monomorphism (see 4.3.6). Since k is
an isomorphism, r(t) is thus a strong monomorphism as well. But from
r('TJs) 0 r(k) = rir(t) 0 r(l) 9:! r(t) 0 r(l) we deduce that r(t) is a strong
epimorphism, since both r('TJs) and r(k) are isomorphisms. Thus r(t) is
an isomorphism (see 4.3.6) and f = (a 0 s) 0 t, with a 0 s E M and t E f,
is the required factorization.

Considering the construction we have just developed and that de­
scribed in 5.5.5, it remains to prove that they induce the bijection an­
nounced in the statement.

Let us start with a reflective subcategory r -1 i: .xI~;?l and the
corresponding factorization system (f, M) described in this proof. For
every B E ;?l let us consider the composite

B _..:..:'TJB=----.+) ir(B) _m----=:B----+l1.

Since r('TJB) is an isomorphism, 'TJB E f. Since ir(B) E .xl and 1 E .xl,
mB E.xI and thus mB EM, as proved previously. Thus r(B) coincides
with the reflection of B constructed in 5.5.5.

Conversely consider a factorization system (f, M) satisfying the ad-



218

ditional property

Categories of fractions

fog E £ and f E £ ::::} 9 E £.

We consider the corresponding reflection as constructed in 5.5.5. Let
us write 2: for the class of those morphisms of ffl inverted by r. The
factorization system associated with the reflection has, by construction,
the form (2:,M'). To prove the equality (£,M) = (2:,M'), it suffices
to prove £ = 2: (see 5.5.3) since the class M (or M') is completely
characterized by the class £ (or 2:). We know already that £ ~ 2: (see
5.5.5), so it remains to choose 9 E 2: and prove it is in £. Going back to
the defininition of r(g) in the proof of 5.5.5, we observe that eB' 0 9 =

r(g) 0 eB. The morphisms eBand eB' are in £ by definition and r(g) E £
since it is an isomorphism. Finally eB' and r(g) 0 eB are in £, which
implies 9 E £ by the additional assumption on the factorization system
(£,M). 0

5.6 The case of localizations

We recall that a reflective subcategory r -j i: d~ffl of a finitely com­
plete category ffl is called a localization when the reflection r preserves
finite limits (see 3.5.5).

We shall now particularize the results of sections 5.3, 5.5 to the case
of localizations.

Proposition 5.6.1 Consider a finitely complete category ffl and a re­
flective subcategory i: d '---+ ffl, with reflection r -j i. Write 2: for the
class of all morphisms f E ffl such that r(f) is an isomorphism. The
following conditions are equivalent:

(1) 2: admits a right calculus of fractions;
(2) the reflective subcategory r -j i: d~ffl is a localization;
(3) 2: is stable under pullbacks, i.e. given a pullback square in ffl as in

diagram 5.51, if s E 2:, then t E 2:.

Proof (I)::::} (2). The reflection r: ffl~d is equivalent to the cate­
gory of fractions cp: ffl~ffl[2:-1]; see 5.3.1. If 2: admits a right calculus
of fractions, ffl[2:- 1] is finitely complete and cp preserves finite limits. Ap­
plying 3.4.5 (finite case), we conclude that d is finitely complete and r
preserves finite limits. This is precisely the definition of being a local­
ization (see 3.5.5).

(2) ::::} (1). Given BE ffl, r(IB) = l r B is an isomorphism, thus IB E 2:.
Moreover given a composite fog in ffl, if r(f) and r(g) are isomorphisms,
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r(l 0 g) = r(l) 0 r(g) is an isomorphism and fog E ~. Given (I, s) as
in 5.2.3.(3), define (t,g) as the pullback of (I,s). Applying r to this
pullback we get another pullback with r(s) an isomorphism, thus r(t) is
an isomorphism as well (see 2.5.3) and t E ~. Finally given f, g: A===t B
and s E ~ such that so f = so g, one has r(s) 0 r(l) = r(s) 0 r(g) and
thus r(l) = r(g) since r(s) is an isomorphism. Putting k = Ker (I, g),
one clearly has f 0 k = go k. But r(k) = Ker(r(l),r(g)) and since
r(l) = r(g), r(k) S:! l r (A). Thus r(k) is an isomorphism and k E ~.

(2) => (3). Considering the pullback in diagram 5.51, with s E ~,

the image of this pullback under r is again a pullback with r(s) an
isomorphism; therefore r(t) is an isomorphism as well (see 2.5.3) and
t E~.

(3) => (2). Since f!J is finitely complete, .91 is finitely complete and
finite limits in .91 are computed as in f!J; see 3.5.3. That implies in par­
ticular that the terminal object 1 E f!J belongs to d. But since 1 Ed,

one has r(l) S:! 1 (see 3.4.1) and r preserves the terminal object. By 2.8.2,
it remains to prove that r preserves pullbacks. Consider diagram 5.52
where (k, h) is the pullback of (I, g) in f!J and (u, v) is the pullback of
(ir(l), ir(g)) in d. The morphism w is the unique factorization mak­
ing diagram 5.52 commutative. It suffices to prove that w E ~, which
will imply P S:! ir(P) S:! ir(A) since P E .91 and w E ~, and thus the
preservation by r of the original pullback of (I, g).

To prove that w E ~, let us first consider diagram 5.53 where all
the squares are pullbacks. We know at once that rIB, 'ric E ~ since
r('rIB) 0 Cr(B) = l r (B) and Cr(B) is an isomorphism (see 3.1.5 and 3.4.1).
Therefore x, y, m, n are in ~ as well. Since w is the unique arrow such
that u 0 w = 'ric 0 k, vow = 'riB 0 h, one has w = x 0 mol = yon 0 I.
Since ~ is obviously closed under composition, it remains to show that
I E~.

Now let us consider diagram 5.54 where the square is a pullback. Since
'riD E ~, we get p, q E ~. Considering the unique factorization d such that
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pod = ID = q 0 d, we get r(p) 0 r(d) = lr(D) with, r(p) an isomorphism.
Thus r(d) is an isomorphism and d E ~. Now the relations

'TJD 0 9 0 com = ir(g) 0 'TJC oc 0 m

= ir(f) 0 'TJB 0 bon

= 'TJD o/obon
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imply the existence of a unique z: Z -----* K such that go com = po z,
lobo n = qo z.

Now consider diagram 5.55; we shall prove it is a pullback. Composing
with p and q we find

p 0 z 0 l = 9 0 com 0 l = 9 0 k = 1 0 h = pod 0 1 0 h,

q 0 z 0 l = lob 0 n 0 l = 1 0 h = q 0 dolo h.

Since (p, q) is a pullback, this implies z 0 l = dolo h, thus the commuta­
tivity of the square. Moreover, given a, (3 such that z 0 a = do (3, one has
1obonoa = qozoa = qodo(3 = (3 = podo(3 = pozoa = gocomoa.
This implies the existence of a unique , such that bon 0 a = h 0 "

com G a = k 0 ,. This , is the expected factorization. Indeed

com 0 l 0, = k 0, = com 0 a, bon 0 l 0, = h 0, = bon 0 a

imply l 0 , = a since (c 0 m, bon) is a pullback; on the other hand

10 h 0, = lob 0 n 0 a = q 0 z 0 a = q 0 d 0 (3 = (3.
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Such a factorization "f is unique since given /j with 10 /j = 0:, f 0 h 0 /j = f3
one gets

k 0 /j = com 0 10 /j = com 0 0: = k 0 "f,

h 0 /j = bon 0 10 /j = bon 0 0: = h 0 "f,

and thus /j = "f since (k, h) is a pullback.
Finally the last square we considered is a pullback and since d E ~,

one gets 1E ~, which concludes the proof. 0

The factorization system associated with a localization can be de­
scribed completely and without any "size condition" (like finitely well­
complete, in 5.5.6) on the original category.

Proposition 5.6.2 Consider a finitely complete category ffl. There ex­
ists a bijection between

(1) the localizations r --j i: d~ffl of ffl,

(2) the factorization systems ([,M) on ffl which satisfy the two follow­
ing additional conditions:

(a) fog E [ and f E [ => 9 E [;

(b) [ is stable under pullbacks, i.e. given a pullback square in ffl as
in the left part of diagram 5.56, if s E [, then t E [.

Moreover, under this correspondence,

(1) f E [ iff r(f) is an isomorphism,
(2) f E M iff the right-hand square of diagram 5.56 is a pullback, where

'fix, 'flY are the canonical morphisms of the adjunction.

Proof For a finitely well-complete category ffl, the result is an immedi­
ate consequence of 5.5.6 and 5.6.1, with the exception of the description
of the class M. In the more general case where ffl is just finitely complete,
the proof is an easy modification of that of 5.5.6.

Let us start with a localization r --j i: d~ffl and let us consider the
two classes [, M of morphisms as defined in the statement. Obviously
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every isomorphism is in £ and £ is stable under composition. In the
same way every isomorphism is in M (see 2.5.3) and M is closed under
composition (see 2.5.9).

Now choose e E £, m E M and consider diagram 5.57 where v 0 e =
m 0 u. Since ir(e) is an isomorphism we have

ir(m) 0 ir(u) 0 (ir(e)r
1

0 'T/Y = ir(v) 0 'T/Y = 'T/T 0 v.

Since the bottom face is a pullback we get a unique factorization w such
that

'T/zow = ir(u) 0 (ir(e))-1 o 'T/Y, mow=v.

From the relations

mow 0 e = v 0 e = m 0 u,

we deduce

'T/z 0 woe = ir(u) 0 (ir(e)) -1 o'TJY 0 e

= ir(u) 0 (ir(e)) -1 0 ir(e) 0 'T/x = ir(u) 0 'T/x = 'T/z 0 u,

and from the fact that the bottom square is a pullback, we deduce that
woe = u. Thus w is an acceptable factorization. If w' is another mor­
phism such that w' 0 e = u, m 0 w' = v one has

'T/z 0 w' :::::; i(rw' ) 0 'T/Y = ir(u) 0 (ir(e)) -1 0 'T/Y = 'T/z 0 w,

m 0 W' = V = mow,
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from which w = Wi since the bottom square is a pullback. Thus we have
proved that e ..1 m.

Let us now consider a morphism f: B----+C and let us factor it as
f = moe, with e E £ and m E M. We consider diagram 5.58 where
(a, b) is the pullback of ('ric, ir(f) ). The second diagram is the image
of the first one under the reflection r. Since r preserves finite limits,
the square is a pullback. But since r'rlB and r'rlc are isomorphisms with
inverse Cr(C) (see 3.4.1 and 3.1.5), the outer diagram is a pullback as
well (see 2.5.3). By uniqueness of a pullback, rc is an isomorphism and
thuS c E £. On the other hand, considering diagram 5.59,

• 'rIirB and 'rIir(C) are isomorphisms with inverse iCr(B) (see 3.4.1 and
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3.1.5),
• the back face is a pullback by definition,
• the right lateral face is a pullback since 'rJir(C) and 'rJir(B) are isomor­

phisms (see 2.5.3),
• the front face is a pullback as image of the back face under the

functor ir, which preserves pullbacks;

therefore the left lateral face is a pullback as well by 2.5.3 and thus
aEM.

So (£, M) is a factorization system and, by 5.6.1, it satisfies the second
additional condition. Since a factorization system is completely charac­
terized by its class £, this factorization system is the same as that con­
structed in 5.5.6. In particular all the arrows of .xl are in M and the
factorization system satisfies the first additional condition.

By 5.6.1, the bijection described in 5.5.6 restricts to the bijection
announced in 5.6.2. 0

Finally localizations have the particular property of admitting a de­
scription in terms of "inverted monomorphisms". Given a finitely com­
plete category fIl with strong-epi-mono factorizations (e.g. a finitely well­
complete fIl, see 4.4.1) consider a morphism f factored as f = iop, with
i a monomorphism and p a strong epimorphism; see 4.4.3. Often i is
called the "image of f". Let us consider the kernel pair (u, v) of p (see
2.5.4) and its equalizer k = Ker(u,v), as in diagram 5.60.

Lemma 5.6.3 Let f: B-----+C be a morphism in a finitely complete
category and (P, u, v) its kernel pair. The equalizer k = Ker (u, v) of this
kernel pair is the unique morphism k: B-----+P such that u 0 k = 1B =
V 0 k.

Proof From f 0 1B = f 0 IB we get this unique morphism k: B-----+P
such that u 0 k = IB = V 0 k. In particular, k is a monomorphism. Now
given x: X~P such that u 0 x = v 0 x, one has u 0 k 0 u 0 x = u 0 x
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and v 0 k 0 u 0 x = u 0 x = v 0 x. Therefore k 0 u 0 x = x, since (u, v) is a
pullback, and u 0 x is a factorization of x through k. This factorization
is unique since k is a monomorphism. 0

Proposition 5.6.4 Consider a localization r --j i: .xI~f!l of a finitely
complete category f!l in which every arrow has a strong-epi-mono fac­
torization. Write 2: for the class of those morphisms I E f!l inverted by
the reflection r.

(1) A morphism I E f!l is in 2: iff its image is in 2: and the equalizer of
its kernel pair is in 2:.

(2) An object A E f!l is in .xl iff for every monomorphism u E 2:, u 1.. A.

Prool Let us use the notation of diagram 5.60. Since r preserves finite
limits, r(i) is a monomorphism (see 2.9.3), (r(u), r(v)) is the kernel pair
of r(p) and r(k) is the equalizer of (r(u), r(v)). On the other hand since
r --j i, the morphism r(p) is a strong epimorphism (see 4.3.9).

By 4.3.6, r(f) is a strong epimorphism iff r(i) is a strong epimorphism,
Le. iff r(i) is an isomorphism. On the other hand r(f) is a monomorphism
iff r(u) = r(v) (see 2.5.6), Le. iff r(k) is an isomorphism (see 2.4.5). Thus
r(f) is an isomorphism if and only if both r(i) and r(k) are isomorphisms.

We know that every object A E .xl obeys I 1.. A, for every I E 2:; see
5.4.4. Conversely choose A E f!l such that I 1.. A, for every monomor­
phism f of 2:. Now.xl is replete by definition (see 3.5.2) and rA E .xl;
thus it suffices to prove that 'TJA: A~ir(A) is an isomorphism. Let us
consider diagram 5.61, where (j,p) is the strong-epi-mono factorization
of 'TJA (see 4.4.3), (u, v) is the kernel pair of p and k is the equalizer of
(u, v). Since r('TJA) is an isomorphism with inverse Cr(A) (see 3.4.1 and
3.1.5), j E 2: and k E 2: by the first part of the proof. On the other hand
u 0 k = 1A = V 0 k (see 5.6.3); since k 1.. A, the uniqueness condition
in the definition of orthogonality implies u = v. But then p is a mono­
morphism (see 2.5.6) and thus also an isomorphism (see 4.3.6). Then'TJA
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8 ) )8nT> ) T

lsi I I
8 ) ) 8 ) ) B

Diagram 5.62

is isomorphic to the monomorphism j E ~, and 'f/A is a monomorphism
belonging to ~. This implies 'f/A 1.. A and thus the existence of a unique
w: ir(A)~A such that w 0 'f/A = lA. From 'f/A 0 W 0 'f/A = lir(A) 0 'f/A,

we deduce 'f/A 0 W = lir(A) by the universal property of 'f/Ai see 3.1.1.
Thus 'f/A is an isomorphism with inverse w (see 1.9.3). 0

5.7 Universal closure operations

Definition 5.7.1 Consider a finitely complete category fJl. A universal
closure operation on fJl consists in giving, for every subobject 8>--------+ B
in fJl, another subobject 8>--------+B called "the closure of 8 in B"; these
assignments have to satisfy the following properties, where 8, T are sub­
objects of Band f: A~B is a morphism of fJl;

(1) 8 <;;, 8;
(2) 8 <;;, T '* 8 <;;, T;

(3) 8 = 8;
(4) f-l(8) = f-l(8).

Proposition 5.7.2 Consider a finitely complete category fJl provided
with a universal closure operation. Given subobjects 8, T of BE fJl, one
has

(1) B = B,
(2) 8nT=8nT.

Proof Since B <;;, B and, of course, B <;;, B as subobjects of B, onE) has
B=B.

Now let us first observe that given S <;;, T <;;, B diagram 5.62 where
both squares are pullbacks indicates that 8 nTis the closure of S in Ti
see 5.7.1.(4). Thus the closure of Sin T is smaller than the closure 8 of
Sin B.
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8nT) )8nT) ) T

I I I
8 ) ) 8) )B

Diagram 5.63

8nT) )8nT) ) 8

I I I
T) ) T ) )B

Diagram 5.64

Given now arbitrary subobjects T, 8 ~ B, the relations Tn 8 ~ T,
Tn 8 ~ 8 imply T n 8 ~ T and Tn 8 ~ 8, thus T n 8 ~ Tn 8. On the
other hand diagram 5.63, where both squares are pullbacks, indicates
that 8 nTis the closure of 8 n Tin Tj see 5.7.1.(4). Since the closure
in T is smaller than the closure in B (previous step of the proof) one
gets 8 n T ~ 8 n T. Analogously diagram 5.64, where both squares are
pullbacks, indicates that 8 nTis the closure of 8 n T in 8. Since the
closure in 8 is smaller than the closure in B, 8 n T ~ 8 n T ~ 8 n T =
SnT. 0

Definition 5.7.3 Consider a finitely complete category f!l provided with
a universal closure operation.

(1) A subobject8~B is dense when 8 = B;
(2) a subobject8~B is closed when 8 = 8.

Proposition 5.7.4 Consider a finitely complete category f!l provided
with a universal closure operation, a morphism f: A~B and a sub­
object 8 of B; see diagram 5.65.

(1) H 8 is dense in B, f-l(8) is dense in A;
(2) if 8 is closed in B, f-l(8) is closed in A.

Proof If 8 = B, then f-l(8) = 1-1(8) = f-l(B) = A, which proves
the first assertion.
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If 8 = 8, then f-1(8) = f-1(8) = f-1(8), which proves the second
assertion. 0

Corollary 5.7.5 Consider a finitely complete category 1.1 provided with
a universal closure operation. If 8 ~ B is any subobject, 8 is dense in
8.

Proof Just consider diagram 5.66 where both squares are pullbacks,
showing that S is the closure of 8 in 8. 0

Corollary 5.7.6 Consider a finitely complete category 1.1 provided with
a universal closure operation. If 8 ~ B is both closed and dense, then
8=B.

Proof One has S = 8 and S = B. o
Proposition 5.7.7 Consider a finitely complete category 1.1 provided
with a universal closure operation. Given subobjects 8 ~ T ~ B, the
following conditions are equivalent:

(1) 8 is dense in T and T is dense in B;
(2) 8 is dense in B.

Proof Assume (1). We have observed in the proof of 5.7.2 that the
closure of 8 in T (which is Tl is smaller than the closure of 8 in B; thus
T ~ S. Therefore B = T ~ S = S, thus B = S.
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S Is
) s

I I
T) )B

Diagram 5.67

A) u )B

/1 91
'"c) v )D

Diagram 5.68

Assume (2). Since S ~ T, we get B = S ~ T, thus B = T and T is
dense in B. On the other hand diagram 5.67 is a pullback and since S
is dense in B, S is dense in T; see 5.7.4. 0

Corollary 5.7.8 Consider a finitely complete category f!l provided with
a universal closure operation. In a commutative square 9 0 u = v 0 f (see
diagram 5.68), ifu is a dense monomorphism, 9 is a strong epimorphism
and v is a monomorphism, then v is a dense monomorphism.

Proof We consider the closure C of C and diagram 5.69, where the
squares are pullbacks and the monomorphism i is the unique factoriza­
tion of f and u through the pullback of v and g. The subobject d is
closed by definition, thus b is closed (see 5.7.4). By definition u is dense,
thus b is dense (see 5.7.7). Therefore b is an isomorphism (see 5.7.6) and
doh 0 b-1 = g. Since 9 is a strong epimorphism, the monomorphism d
is also a strong epimorphism and thus an isomorphism (see 4.3.6). So v
is isomorphic to c, which is dense (see 5.7.5). 0

Proposition 5.7.9 Consider a finitely complete category f!l provided
with. a universal closure operation. Given subobjects S ~ T ~ B, the
following implications hold.

(1) If S is closed in T and T is closed in B, then S is closed in B.
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Diagram 5.69

S ) )SnT) ) S

lsi I I
s ) ) T) ) B

Diagram 5.70

(2) If S is closed in B, then S is closed in T.

Proof Assume S is closed in T and T is closed in B. Consider dia­
gram 5.70, where the squares are pullbacks and S is the closure of S
in B. The subobject S is dense in S (see 5.7.5), thus S nTis dense in
S (see 5.7.7); but since T is closed in B, S nTis also closed in S (see
5.7.4); therefore SnT = S. In the same way, S is dense in SnT because
S is so in S, and S is also closed in S n T because S is so in T; thus
S = S n T. Finally S = Sand S is closed in B.

Now assume S is closed in B. Diagram 5.71 is a pullback and since S
is closed in B, S is closed in T; see 5.7.4. 0

It is probably useful to dwell on the fact that, when S ~ T ~ B
and S is closed in B, T is in general not closed in B; see 5.9.6 for a
counterexample.

Corollary 5.7.10 Consider a finitely complete category flA provided
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S 18) S

I I
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Diagram 5.71
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T> )B
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Diagram 5.72

with a universal closure operation. If s: S >--------+ A is a dense subobject of
A and t: T >--------+ B is a closed subobject of B, then s 1.. t.

Proof Consider diagram 5.72 where tou = vos. Computing the pullback
(x, y) of (t, v), y is a closed monomorphism since t is (see 5.7.4). On the
other hand y is dense since s is (see 5.7.7). Thus y is an isomorphism
(see 5.7.6) and x 0 y-l is a factorization satisfying

x 0 y-l 0 S = x 0 z = u, to x 0 y-l = V 0 Y 0 y-l = v.

Since t is a monomorphism x 0 y-l is unique with these properties. 0

Let us now indicate an interesting relation between localizations and
universal closure operations.

Proposition 5.7.11 Consider a localization r -1 i: .9I~fIl ofa finitely
complete category fIl. The localization induces a universal closure op­
eration on fIl, associating with a subobject s: S >--------+ B the subobject
S >--------+ B defined as 'TJi/ (ir(S»), where 'TJB is the canonical morphism of
the adjunction (see diagram 5.73).
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B ---='fI;:-B-~) irB

Diagram 5.73

S ) ) T) ) B

1 1 l~B
irS ) ) irT ) ) irB

Diagram 5.74

Proof Considering diagram 5.73, one observes that irs is a monomor­
phism since r preserves finite limits (by assumption) and i preserves all
limits (it has a left adjoint r; see 3.2.2). Thus s is a monomorphism (see
2.5.3). By naturality of'fl (see 3.1.5), the outer diagram is commutative
from which u is such that sou = s, to u = 'fIs; u is a monomorphism
since s is. This defines the closure S of S. and proves that S ~ S.

If S ~ T ~ B, the pullbacks in diagram 5.74 indicate that S ~ T.

In 5.6.2 we have observed that s = sou is the (E,M) factorization of
s, thus r(u) is an isomorphism. T~s proves that ir(S) is isomorphic to
ir(S) and thus S is isomorphic to S.

Finally given a morphism f: A~B, consider diagram 5.75 where
the right face is the construction of S and the left face is the construction
of f-1(8). The bottom face is commutative by naturality of 'fI; see 3.1.5.
The whole back face is the pullback of f and s = sou, producing
f-1(s) = S' 0 v and y. Since v is a dense monomorphism (see 5.7.5) and
s is a closed monomorphism, the relation so (uy) = (fs') 0 v implies
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A __-+--"f_----+ B irs
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irf

Diagram 5.75

the existence of a unique x such that x 0 v = u 0 y, sox = f 0 s'; see
5.7.10. Since the whole back face is a pullback by definition, the front
face, which is its image by ir, is a pullback as well. The left lateral
"square" is the pullback defining f-1(8) and in the same way the right
lateral "square" is the pullback defining 8. Since the whole diagram is
commutative, the associativity properties of pullbacks (see 2.5.9) imply
that (s',x) is indeed the pullback of U,s), proving f-1(8) = f-1(8).

o

Examples 5.7.12

5.7.12.a In the category Top of topological spaces and continuous
mappings, a monomorphism is just a continuous injection s: 8>----* A;
see 1.7.7.b. Define the closure of s as the subspace s(8) '---+ A, where s(8)
is provided with the induced topology. It is straightforward to observe
that this is a universal closure operation.

5.7.12.b In the category Ab of abelian groups, define the closure of a
subgroup 8~ A by

where n :I: 0 is some fixed natural number. This defines a universal
closure operation.
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5.7.12.c In the category Cat of small categories and functors, define
the closure of a subcategory Y ~ rc as the full subcategory Y generated
by Y. This is a universal closure operation.

5.8 The calculus of bidense morphisms

To emphasize the relations between universal closure operations and
calculus of fractions, let us consider a finitely complete category in which
every arrow f factors as f = iop, with i a monomorphism and p a strong
epimorphism (see 4.4). As in section 5.6 we are interested in the image i
of f and in the equalizer k of the kernel pair (u,v) of f (see 5.6.3), as in
diagram 5.76. Since i is a monormophism, (u, v) is also the kernel pair
of p.

Definition 5.8.1 Consider a finitely complete category f!J with strong­
epi-mono factorizations. Given a universal closure operation on f!J, a
morphism f: A~ B is bidense when its image is dense and the equal­
izer of its kernel pair is dense.

Proposition 5.8.2 Consider a finitely complete category f!J admitting
strong-epi-mono factorizations. Given a universal closure operation on
f!J, a monomorphism is dense if and only if it is bidense.

Proof With the previous notation, if f is a monomorphism, p is both
a monomorphism and a strong epimorphism, thus it is an isomorphism
(see 4.3.6). On the other hand, u = v = lA (see 2.5.6) and thus k = lA,
which is in any case dense. On the other hand since p is an isomorphism,
f is dense if and only if i is dense. 0

Proposition 5.8.3 Consider a finitely complete category f!J admitting
strong-epi-mono factorizations. Given a localization r --l i: d~f!J,
consider the corresponding universal closure operation as in 5.7.11. A
morphism f E f!J is inverted by the reflection r ifand only ifit is bidense.
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D
g )c

h1 1c

f ) B
Diagram 5.77

Proof By 5.6.4, it suffices to prove that a monomorphism s: S~B is
inverted by r if and only if it is dense. Considering diagram 5.73, if ir(s)
is an isomorphism, s is an isomorphism and S = B, thus S is dense in B.
Conversely, suppose S = B. In 5.6.2 we have proved that s = sou is the
(£, M)-factorization of s associated with the localization. Thus u E £
and r(u) is an isomorphism. Since s is an isomorphism by assumption,
ir(s) = ir(s) 0 ir(u) is an isomorphism. 0

In general, a universal closure operation has no reason to be induced by
a localization as in proposition 5.7.11. We shall nevertheless investigate
this question a little bit more in some particular cases of interest. In the
rest of this section, we shall freely use the notions of regular and locally
presentable category which will be studied systematically in chapters 2
and 5 of volume 2.

First of all, when strong-epi-mono factorizations exist and are stable
under pullbacks (this is the essence of the definition of a regular category;
see 2.2.2, volume 2), the class of bidense morphisms has good properties.

Proposition 5.8.4 Consider a finitely complete regular category f!J

provided with a universal closure operation. The class ~ of bidense mor­
phisms has a right calculus of fractions. Moreover, this class ~ satisfies
the following additional properties:

(1) every isomorphism is bidense;

(2) if two sides of a commutative triangle are bidense, the third side is
bidense as well;

(3) bidense morphisms are stable under pullbacks, i.e. given a pullback
in (!J as in diagram 5.77, if f is bidense, g is bidense as well.

Proof By 10.2.2, every morphism has a strong-epi-mono factorization
and the pullback of a strong epimorphism is still a strong epimorphism.

With the notation of diagram 5.76, if f is an isomorphism we can
choose i = lA, U = v = lA, k = lA. Thus i and k are dense (see 5.7.3)
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and the isomorphism 1 is bidense. In particular this implies condition
5.2.3.(1).

Next let us consider I, i, p, u, v, k as above and in addition diagram
diagram 5.78, where the last two squares on the right are pullbacks,
(s, t) is the kernel pair of q and n = Ker (s, t). Observe that po h 0 s =

l oqos = l oqot = pohot, which yields a unique r such that hos = uor
and hot = v 0 r. Moreover, u 0 ron = h 0 son = hot 0 n = v 0 ron,
from which there is a unique m such that k 0 m = ron. Let us prove
that (m, n) is the pullback of (k, r). Given x, y such that r 0 x = k 0 y,
the relations

qosox = qotox, hosox = uorox = uokoy = vokoy = vorox = hotox

imply sox = tox, because (q, h) is a pullback. Since n = Ker (s, t), there
exists a unique z such that n 0 z = x; moreover k 0 m 0 z = ron 0 z =

r 0 x = k 0 y so that m 0 z = y because k is a monomorphism. Finally z
is the expected factorization and it is necessarily unique because n is a
monomorphism.

Suppose 1 is bidense. Then j and n are dense monomorphisms since
i and k are (see 5.7.4). Moreover q is a strong epimorphism since p is
(see 10.2.2). All these observations prove that pulling back the bidense
morphism 1 along an arbitrary morphism c, one gets another bidense
morphism g. In particular, this implies condition 5.2.3.(3).

Next let us check condition 5.2.3.(4). Let us consider g, h: C===tA
in f!J and a bidense morphism I: A ----* B such that log = 1 0 h. In
diagram 5.79, (u, v) is the kernel pair of 1 and k = Ker (u, v). From
log = 10 h we find a unique r such that u 0 r = g, v 0 r = h. Computing
the pullback (t, s) of (k, r) we obtain a monomorphism s, which is dense
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Diagram 5.79

since k is such that

9 0 8 = U 0 r 0 8 = U 0 k 0 t = t = v 0 k 0 t = v 0 r 0 8 = h 0 8.

By 5.8.2 the dense monomorphism 8 is bidense, which concludes the
proof of condition 5.2.3.(4).

Now consider a composite go I. We refer to diagram 5.80 where 1 =

i 0 p, 9 = j 0 q, q 0 i = nor are image factorizations. The kernel pair of 1
is (u, v), (8, t) is that of 9 and (a, b) that of go I. Moreover, l = Ker (8, t),
k = Ker (u, v) and m = Ker (a, b).

Observe that 9 0 loa = 9 0 lob implies the existence of a unique w
such that 8 0 W = loa, tow = lob. We construct the pullback (d, z)
of (w, l). On the other hand go lou = go 1 0 v implies the existence of
a unique h such that 80 h = lou, to h = 10 v. Observe also that

8 0 l 0 1 = 1 = lou 0 k = 8 0 h 0 k, t 0 l 0 1 = 1 = 1 0 v 0 k = t 0 h 0 k,

from which l 01 = h 0 k since (8, t) is a pullback. Observe next that

loa 0 d = 8 0 W 0 d = 8 0 l 0 z = z = t 0 l 0 z = tow 0 d = lob 0 d,

from which there is a unique c such that uoc = aod, voc = bod. Finally

80 W 0 m = loa 0 m = 1 = 80 l 0 I, tow 0 m = lob 0 m = 1 = to l 0 I,

from which w 0 m = l 0 1 since (8, t) is a pullback. This implies the
existence of a unique 0 such that d 0 0 = m and zoO = I.

Let us now suppose that 1 and 9 are bidense. Since i is dense and q

is a strong epimorphism, n is dense (see 5.7.8). Since j and n are dense,
jon is dense (see 5.7.7), and this is the image of 9 0 I.

Observe now that

uocoO = aodoO = aom = lA = uok, vocoO = bodoO = bom = lA = vok,
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from which c 0 () = k because (u, v) is a pullback. Moreover c is a mono­
morphism because coo: = c 0 {3 implies

aodoo: = uocoo: = uoco{3 = aodo{3, bodoo: = voco: = voco{3 = bodo{3,

from which do 0: = do {3, since (a, b) is a pullback. But d is a monomor­
phism since 1is, thus 0: = {3. The monomorphism d is dense since 1is (see
5.7.4). But () is dense since k is and co() = k; see 5.7.7. Thus m = do() is
dense (see 5.7.7) and 901 is bidense. This implies in particular condition
5.2.3.(2).

Now suppose that 901 and 1 are bidense. Since 901 is bidense, jon
is dense and thus j is dense (see 5.7.7). On the other hand m is dense,
thus () and d are dense (see 5.7.7). If we can prove that w is bidense,
then w 0 d will be bidense and thus 10 Z = w 0 d will be as well. But since
10 Z factors through 1, the subobject 1 contains the dense image of 10 Z

and thus 1 is dense (see 5.7.7). Thus 9 will be bidense as long as wis.
To prove that w is bidense, consider diagram 5.81 where (e, c) is the
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pullback of (g, go f) and x, yare the obvious factorizations making the
diagram commutative. Consider the square /0 c: = toy. It is a pullback
because given / 0 (7 = tOT, one has go/(7 = got 0 T = 9 0 SOT from
which there is a unique p such that c: 0 p = (7 and eo p = SOT. Thts
implies soy 0 p = e 0 p = SOT and toy 0 p = / 0 c: 0 p = / 0 (7 = tOT,

thus yo p = T since (s, t) is a pullback. This factorization p is unique
because, given p' such that c: 0 p' = (7 and y 0 p' = T, one deduces
eo p' = soy 0 p' = SOT, from which p = p' by uniqueness of p.
Since / is bidense, y is bidense (previous part of the proof). A perfectly
analogous proof on the left-hand cube yields the bidenseness of x. Since
soyox = / oa and toyox = / ob, one has w = yox. Thus w is bidense
as composite of two bidense morphisms (previous part of the proof).

Finally let us suppose that go/ and 9 are bidense. We again refer to
diagram 5.80. From go / ou = go/ov we conclude that u, v are coequalized
by the bidense morphism go/; as we have seen previously in the proof,
this implies the existence of a dense monomorphism ~: Z ----+ A such
that u 0 ~ = v 0 ~. But then ~ factors through the equalizer k = Ker (u, v)
and since ~ is dense, k is dense as well (see 5.7.7).

To prove that the image i of / is dense, consider diagram 5.82 obtained
from the two previous diagrams and where all three squares are pull­
backs. Observe that /0 c: 0 >. = soy 0 >. = solo It = to 10 It = toy 0 >..
Since 1 is dense, >. is (see 5.7.4). Applying previous parts of the proof
several times, toy is bidense because 9 0 f is, and c: is bidense because
9 is. Therefore c: 0 >. and toy 0 >. are bidense. Since f 0 (c: 0 >') = toy 0 >.
and eo>' are bidense, f is also. 0
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Given a universal closure operation on a category (Jl, the corresponding
bidense morphisms constitute in general a proper class ~, so that the
corresponding category of fractions (Jl[~-1] has no reason to exist (see
section 5.2). But when (Jl has a "sufficiently good family of generators",
the size problem disappears. The precise notion we need is that of a
locally presentable category as studied in sections 5.1, 5.2 of volume 2.
Such a category is in particular complete and cocomplete (see 5.2.8,
volume 2) and admits a dense family of presentable generators (see 5.2.5,
volume 2).

Proposition 5.8.5 Consider a locally a-presentable category (Jl pro­
vided with a universal closure operation. A monomorphism s: 8>--------+ B
is dense for the closure operation iff, for every a-presentable object P
and every morphism f: P~B,

f-1(8): f-1(8) > ) P

is a dense monomorphism.

Proof By 5.7.4, if 8 is dense, so is f-1(8). Conversely B can be written
as an a-filtered colimit B = colimi Pi, where each Pi is a-presentable (see
5.2.5 of volume 2). Consider the pullbacks given by diagram 5.83, where
the O"i'S are the canonical morphisms of the colimit. Given p: P j~Pi

such that O"i 0 P = O"j, we have 80 Tj = O"j 08j = O"i 0 pO 8j, from which
there is a unique q: Sj~Si such that Ti 0 q = Tj, 8i 0 q = pO 8j. This
defines a new a-filtered diagram with vertices Si and, since a-filtered
colimits are universal in (Jl (see 5.2.8 of volume 2), S = colimi Si'
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Diagram 5.83

Diagram 5.84

An analogous argument can be developed replacing S by S, consid­
ering now the pullbacks of diagram 5.84. By 5.7.1.(4), S'i = O';l(S) =

O';l(S) = Si = ~, since by assumption Si is dense. But then each s~ is
an isomorphism and the morphisms

(sD- 1
: Pi )S:

induce a factorization s: colimi Pi------,?S such that so O'i = Tlo (sD-1.

The relations

imply so s= 1B and so s = 18 , Thus S = Band S is dense in B. 0

Proposition 5.8.6 Consider a locally a-presentable regular category
14 provided with a universal closure operation. For an object A E f!J, the
following conditions are equivalent:

(1) for every bidense morphism f, f 1.. Ai
(2) for every dense monomorphism s, S 1.. Ai

(3) for every a-presentable object P and every dense subobject S >-------+ P
of P, s 1.. A.
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Proof (1) => (2) and (2) => (3) are obvious. Let us prove (3) => (2).
We consider an object A satisfying (3) and a dense monomorphism
s: S>----'TB. We construct (Ti, Si, Ti as in the proof of 5.8.5, yielding
diagram 5.85. Consider now an arbitrary morphism g: S~A. Each Si
is dense and thus we find a unique hi: Pi~A such that go Ti = hi 0 Si.
Given p: Pj~Pi such that (Ti 0 P = (Tj, there exists q: Sj~ Si such
that Ti 0 q = Tj, Si 0 q = p 0 Sj (see proof of 5.8.5). Therefore

hi 0 po Sj = hi 0 Si 0 q = go Ti 0 q = 9 0 Tj = hj 0 Sj

from which hi 0 p = hj by uniqueness of hj . So the morphisms hi con­
stitute a cocone, from which there is a unique factorization h through
B = colimi Pi, with the property h 0 (Ti = hi'

Since S = colimi Si, the relations

imply h 0 S = g. If hi is another morphism such that hi 0 S = g, one gets

from which hi 0 (Ti = hi, by the uniqueness condition in the definition
of Si ..1 A. But then hi 0 (Ti = hi = h 0 (Ti, from which h = hi since
B = colimi Pi' This concludes the proof of (3) => (2).

Now let us prove (2) => (1). We consider a bidense morphism f,
its strong-epi-mono factorization f = i 0 p, its kernel pair (u, v) and
k = Ker (u, v). We choose A E (Jl such that S ..1 A, for every dense
monomorphism A. Finally we consider g: B~ A and diagram 5.86.
Since u 0 k = v 0 k, one has go u 0 k = go v 0 k. Since k ..1 A, this
implies go u = go v. But since i is a monomorphism, (u, v) is also the
kernel pair of the strong, thus regular epimorphism p (see 10.1.5). Since
p = Coker (u, v) (see 2.5.7) and go u = go v, we get a unique q such that
9 = q 0 p. Since i ..1 A, this provides a unique h such that hoi = q. This
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implies h 0 f = hoi 0 p = q 0 p = g. If h' is another morphism such that
h' 0 f = g, then h' 0 i 0 p = h' 0 f = 9 = q 0 p, from which h' 0 i = q since
p is an epimorphism. By uniqueness of h, h = h'. 0

Corollary 5.8.7 Consider a locally presentable regular category (Jl pro­
vided with a universal closure operation. Write ~ for the corresponding
class of bidense morphisms and (Jlr; for the full subcategory of those
objects A E (Jl such that f ..1 A, for every bidense morphism f. Under
these conditions, (Jlr; is reflective in (Jl and each bidense morphism is
inverted by the reflection.

Proof By 5.8.6, it suffices to require orthogonality with respect to the
dense monomorphisms s: S >----+ P, with P a-presentable. Since there is
just a set of such dense monomorphisms (see 4.5.15, this volume and
5.2.1, volume 2), the existence of a reflection r -j i: (Jlr;~(Jl follows
from 5.4.7.

By 5.4.4, each bidense morphism is inverted by the reflection r. 0

It should be clear that the previous corollary does not at all state that
~ is precisely the class of all morphisms inverted by the reflection. As
a consequence, (Jlr; has a priori no reason to be a localization of (Jl. An
additional condition on ~ is required for that, as attested by the next
proposition.

Proposition 5.8.8 Consider a locally presentable regular category (Jl

provided with a universal closure operation. The following conditions
are equivalent:

(1) the universal closure operation on (Jl is that induced by a localization
r -j i: d~(Jl of (Jl, as in 5.7.11;

(2). the class ~ of bidense morphisms is closed under colimits (see 5.4.9).

Under these conditions, the bidense morphisms are exactly those in­
verted by the reflection r.
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S > )TnS) ) T

I I I
S > ) S ) ) A

Diagram 5.87

Proof If (1) holds, ~ is the class of those morphisms inverted by the
reflection (see 5.8.3) and thus is closed under colimits (see 5.4.10).

Assume now condition (2) ofthe statement. Corollary 5.8.7 implies the
existence of a reflection r -1 i: f!Jr; ~f!J, where A E f!Jr; precisely when
f ..1 A for every bidense morphism f. Moreover, the class ~ of bidense
morphisms is contained in the class £ of all those morphisms inverted by
the reflection r. But condition (2) of our statement, together with 5.8.4,
allows us to apply 5.4.10 and conclude that £ ~ ~. Thus finally £ = ~.

Since ~ has a right calculus of fractions (see 5.8.4), the reflection is a
localization (see 5.6.1). The universal closure operation associated with
that localization has the same bidense morphisms as the original closure
operation (the morphisms inverted by r), thus both closure operations
have the same dense monomorphisms (see 5.8.2). But given a subobject
S >--------+ A, S >--------+ A is the biggest subobject of A in which S is dense.
Indeed, S>--------+S is dense (see 5.7.5) and if S ::; T ::; A with S dense
in T, diagram 5.87, where both squares are pullbacks, indicates that
TnS>--------+T is closed, since S>--------+A is (see 5.7.4). On the other hand,
Tn S >--------+T is dense, since S>--------+T is (see 5.7.7). Therefore Tn S = T
(see 5.7.6) and T ~ S. Thus S is indeed the biggest subobject of A in
which S is dense, so that two universal closure operations with the same
dense monomorphisms must coincide. 0

A useful lemma, when trying to apply 5.8.8, is given by the following
result.

Lemma 5.8.9 Consider a locally a-presentable regular category f!J pro­
vided with a universal closure operation. The class of bidense morphisms
is closed under a-filtered colimits.

Proof Consider an a-filtered category !!fl, two functors F, G: !!fl~PJ
and a natural transformation a: F =? G such that, for every D E !!fl,
aD is bidense. In the category of functors Fun(!!fl, f!J) let us consider
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colim K) colim k )colim p ----+~colim F

colimv

COlimpl
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colim]

Diagram 5.89

colim a) l' Gco 1m

colimi

the situation of diagram 5.88, where (u, v) is the kernel pair of a, k =

Ker (u, v) and p = Coker (u, v); all these constructions are performed
pointwise in f!J; see 2.15.1. From aou = aov we get a unique factorization
i such that i 0 p = a and we know i is a monomorphism, since Fun (.@, f!J)
is regular; see 2.1.4 of volume 2. Now a-filtered colimits commute in
fA with a-limits (see 3.2.8 of volume 2), thus in particular with finite
limits; but they commute also with coequalizers (see 2.12.11). Therefore
we get an analogous diagram 5.89, with (colim u, colim v) the kernel pair
of colim a, colim k its equalizer and colimp its coequalizer, colim i a
monomorphism. To conclude that colim a is bidense, it suffices to prove
that colim i and colim k are dense monomorphisms, Le. that an a-filtered
colimit of dense monomorphisms is again a dense monomorphism. We
write out the proof in the case of the monomorphisms iD: ] D ----+ GD.

Consider diagram 5.90 where O"D, TD are the canonical morphisms of
the colimits, colim] is the closure of colim] in colim G and the square
is a pullback. We get a factorization lD through the pullback and since
iD is dense, jD is dense as well (see 5.7.7). But since v is closed by
construction, jD is closed (see 5.7.4). Therefore jD is an isomorphism
(see 5.7.6). Now since a-filtered colimits are universal in f!J (see 5.2.8,
volume 2), coHm] = colimPD and finally v = colimjD. Since each jD
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ID TD lcolimI

~ I"
iD

PD PD lcolimI colimi

liD Iv
CD lcolimCaD

Diagram 5.90

is an isomorphism, v is an isomorphism and finally colim I = colim C,
proving that colim i is dense. 0

Corollary 5.8.10 Consider a locally a-presentable regular category f!J
provided with a universal closure operation. The following conditions
are equivalent:

(1) the universal closure operation on f!J is that induced by a localization
r -j i: d~f!J of f!J, as in 5.7.11;

(2) the class ~ of bidense morphisms is closed under a-colimits (see
5.4.9).

Under these conditions, the bidense morphisms are exactly those in­
verted by the reflection r.

Proof By 5.8.8 it remains to show that condition (2) implies in fact
that bidense morphisms are stable under all (small) colimits. Every co­
limit is an a-filtered colimit of a-generated colimits (this is the a-version
of proposition 2.13.7). Since an a-generated colimit can be constructed
from a-coproducts and coequalizers (this is the a-version of proposition
2.8.5), our assumption implies that bidense morphisms are stable un­
der a-generated colimits. Combining this with 5.8.9, we conclude that
bidense morphisms are stable under all small colimits. 0

When condition 5.8.10.(2) is satisfied by every universal closure op­
eration on f!J, we get at once a bijection between the localizations of f!J
and the universal closure operations on f!J. Rather strong conditions are
needed in general on a category f!J as in 5.8.10 to get such a bijection; we
shall prove it is the case for locally finitely presentable abelian categories
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(see 1.13.5, volume 2) and for Grothendieck toposes (see 3.5.7, volume 3).
More generally, it is the case for the exact locally presentable categories
in which a coproduct of monomorphisms is still a monomorphism (see
5.9.5). In 9.3.9, volume 3, we shall also prove the indicated bijection in
the case of an (elementary) topos f!J, but following completely different
arguments: a topos is in general not locally presentable.

5.9 Exercises

5.9.1 Consider a finitely complete category ~ provided with a system
(£, M) offactorization. Prove that

(1) if fog E M and f is a monomorphism, then gEM,

(2) the class M is stable under pullbacks, Le. in the pullback of dia-
gram 5.91, if f E M, then gEM.

5.9.2 Consider a small category ~, a set 2: of morphisms of ~ and the
corresponding category of fractions cp: ~~~[2:-1]. Prove the follow­
ing:

(1) if cp is faithful, every morphism of 2: must be both a monomorphism
and an epimorphism;

(2) if 2: admits a left calculus of fractions and all the morphisms of 2:
are monomorphisms, then cp is faithful.

5.9.3 Consider a category ~ and a class 2: of morphisms of ~, which
admits a left calculus of fractions and is such that the corresponding
category cp: ~~~[2:-1] offractions exists. Write r for the class of all
morphisms inverted by the functor cpo Prove the following:

(1) fEr iff there are morphisms v, w E CC such that v 0 f E 2: and
w 0 v E 2:;

(2) r admits a left calculus of fractions.
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5.9.4 Let qj be a finitely complete category provided with a universal
closure operation. Prove that the closure of an equivalence relation is
still an equivalence relation (see 2.5.2, volume 2, for the definition of an
equivalence relation).

5.9.5 Consider a locally presentable category qj which is exact in the
sense of 2.6.1, volume 2. Suppose that in qj, a coproduct of monomor­
phisms is again a monomorphism..Given a universal closure operation
on qj, prove that the class of bidense morphisms is stable under colimits
[Hint: consider separately the cases of (bi)dense monomorphisms and of
bidense strong epimorphisms, of coproducts and of coequalizers; apply
5.9.4J. Deduce the existence of a bijection between the universal closure
operations on qj and the localizations of qj; see Borceux and Veit.

5.9.6 For the universal closure operation defined in 5.7.12.b, prove that
(0) is closed in Z, but not every subgroup of Z is closed.
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Flat functors and Cauchy completeness

6.1 Exact functors

Extending a classical terminology for abelian categories (see 1.11.2, vol­
ume 2), we define

Definition 6.1.1 Consider two finitely complete categories .9I,;Jl. A
functor F: .9I-----+;Jl is left exact when it preserves finite limits.

Proposition 6.1.2 Let F: .9I-----+Set be a functor defined on a finitely
complete category.9l. The following conditions are equivalent:

(1) F is left exact,
(2) the category Elts(F) of elements of F is cofiltered (see 1.6.4);
(3) F is a filtered colimit of representable functors.

Proof Let us recall that Elts(F) is defined in the following way.

• Objects: pairs (A, a) where A E 1.911 and a E FA.
• Arrows: f: (A, a) -----+ (A', a') is an arrow f: A -----+ A' in .91 such

that Ff(a) = a'.

First we prove (1) => (2). If 1 E .91 is the terminal object, F(I) is the
singleton {*} so that (1, *) is an object of Elts(F).

Given (A,a) and (A',a') in Elts(F), one has (a,a') E FAx FA' 9:!

F(A x A'), yielding an object (A x A', (a,a')) of Elts(F). The two pro­
jections of the product give the required arrows

(A,a) ( PA (Ax A', (a, a')) PAt ) (A', a').

If f,g: (A, a) ===t (A', a') are two morphisms of Elts(F), consider the
equalizer k: K~A of the pair I,g in.9l. Since Fk = Ker (Ff, Fg) in
Set, the relation F f(a) = a' = Fg(a) implies a E FK, yielding an object

250
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(K,a) E Elts(F) and a morphism k: (K,a)~(A,a) which equalizes f
and g.

To prove (2) * (3), let us recall that F is the colimit object of the
following composite:

Elts(F)-...!....¢----*) d-.::...-Y ----*) Fun(d, Set),

where ¢(A, a) = A is the obvious forgetful functor and Y(A) = d(A, -)
is the contravariant Yoneda embedding. Since the functor Y is con­
travariant, (2) * (3) follows at once.

Finally we prove (3) * (1). Suppose we are given a cofiltered category
~ and a functor 0 such that F is the colimit object of the composite

~_--=O_--)-)d --=Y_-+) Fun(d, Set)

which we write F = colimcd(OC,-) for short. Consider a finite cate­
gory ~ and a functor 1jJ: ~~d. This yields a bifunctor

r: ~ x ~----+)Set, r(C,D) = d(OC,1jJD).

Since representable functors commute with limits (see 2.9.4) and finite
limits commute with filtered colimits in the category of sets (see 2.13.4),
one deduces

F(limD1jJD) = colimcd(OC, limD1jJD)

= colimclimDd(OC, 1jJD)

= limDcolimcd(OC, 1jJD)

= limDF(1jJD). o
Assuming now that d is small, we can consider the covariant Yoneda

embedding

Y: d ) Fun(d*,Set), Y(A) = d(-,A).

Anticipating the results of section 6.2, proposition 6.1.2 can be com­
pleted as follows.

Proposition 6.1.3 Let F: d ~Set be a functor defined on a small
finitely complete category d. The following conditions are equivalent:

(1) F is left exact;
(2) the left Kan extension Lan y F of F along the covariant Yoneda

embedding is left exact.
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Proof By 2.15.5, Y preserves limits. By 3.7.3, (LanyF) 0 Y = F.
Therefore (2) certainly impiies (1).

Conversely suppose F: .91~Set left exact and choose a contravari­
ant functor G E Fun(d*,Set). By 3.8.1 we have

(LanyF)(G) ~ (Lany.G)(F).

To avoid heavy notation, let us make the convention that (A, a) runs
through the category of elements of F. Using the axiom system of uni­
verses, let us assume that "set" means "belonging to some universe 0/1"
and "class" implies "belonging to some universe 1/ :3 0/1". The cate­
gories Set, Fun(d*,Set), and Fun(Fun(d*, Set), Set) are then 1/-small
categories. Writing

eVA: Fun(d*, Set) ) Set

for the evaluation functor at A E 1.911, the pointwise nature of colimits
in Fun(Fun(d*, Set), Set) implies (see 2.15.12)

(Lan yF)(G) ~ (Lan y.G)(F)

~ colim (A,a)G(A)

~ colim(A,a) (evA (G))

~ (colim (A,a)evA) (G).

But the evaluation functor eVA is left exact since, by the Yoneda lemma
(see 1.3.3), it is represented by d(A, -); see 2.9.4. On the other hand the
category of elements of F is cofiltered, since F is left exact (see 6.1.2).
Thus Lan y F ~ colim (A,a)evA is a filtered colimit of left exact functors
and therefore is left exact (see 6.2.2). 0

Proposition 6.1.4 Consider a functor F: d~!?J with d,!?J finitely
complete. The following conditions are equivalent:

(1) F is left exact;

(2) VB E !?J the functor !?J(B, F-): .91~Set is left exact.

Proof (1) * (2) since !?J(B, F-) = !?J(B, -) 0 F and both functors F,
!?J(B, -) are left exact (see 2.9.4).

Conversely suppose that each !?J(B, F-) is left exact and consider a
functor G: q;~d, with q; finite. Write (L, (PD)DE!')) for the limit of
G. We must prove that (FL, (FpD)DE!')) is the limit of FoG. Given a
cone (qD: B~FGD)DE!') on FG, we have in fact a compatible family



6.2 Left exact reflection of a functor 253

(qD E f!l(B, FGD)) DEfi#' By construction of limits in Set (see section
2.8), this compatible family corresponds to a unique element

q E limDf!l(B,FG-) ~ f!l(B,FL),

where the isomorphism holds since f!l(B, F-) preserves finite limits by
assumption. In this way we have obtained a unique q: B ----+ F L such
that FPD 0 q = qD for each D E~. 0

6.2 Left exact reflection of a functor

Now let us study more intensively the category Lex(d, Set) of left exact
functors on a small finitely complete category d. The morphisms of
Lex(d, Set) are just the natural transformations, so that Lex(d, Set) is
a full subcategory of Fun(d, Set). We intend to prove it is a reflective
subcategory.

Proposition 6.2.1 Let d be a small finitely complete category d. The
category Lex(d, Set) is complete and limits are computed pointwise.

Proof Given a functor H: f!{ ------+ Lex(d, Set), with f!{ a small category,
compute its pointwise limit L: d------+Set. We must prove that L isJ~ft

exact. Consider a functor K: UJI ------+d with UJI finite; applying 2.12.1
and 2.15.2 we get

L(limyKY) ~ (limxH X) (limyKY)

~ limx(HX)(limyKY)

~ limxlimy(HX)(KY)

~ limylimx(HX)(KY)

~ limyL(KY),

since each H X is by assumption left exact. (We have written limx and
limy for short to denote the limits of functors defined respectively on f!{

or UJI.) 0

Proposition 6.2.2 Let d be a small finitely complete category. The
category Lex(d, Set) has filtered colimits: they are computed pointwise,
are universal and commute with finite limits.

Proof Given a functor H: f!{ ------+ Lex(d, Set) with f!{ a filtered cate­
gory, compute its pointwise colimit L: d ------+Set. We must prove that
L is left exact. Consider a functor K: UJI ------+d with UJI finite; applying
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2.13.4 and 2.15.2 and using abbreviations analogous to that of 6.2.1, we
get

L(limyKY) So: (colim x H X) (limy KY)

So: colim x (HX) (limyKY)

~ colimxlimy(HX)(KY)

So: limycolimx(HX)(KY)

So: limy L(KY).

Finite limits and filtered colimits are computed pointwise in the cat­
egory Lex(d, Set); their commutativity and the universality of filtered
colimits are thus a consequence of the corresponding results in Set (see
2.13.4 and 2.14.2). 0

Proposition 6.2.3 Let d be a small finitely complete category. The
contravariant Yoneda embedding

Y: d ) Lex(d, Set); A t---+ d(A, -)

transforms finite limits into finite colimits. When d is finitely cocom­
plete, Y transforms also finite colimits into finite limits.

Proof Let H: fl' ---'t-d be a functor defined on a finite category fl';
write (L,(Px)xer) for its limit in d. We know (YL,(Ypx)xer) is a
cocone on Y 0 H, because Y is contravariant. Consider another cocone

(ax: d(HX,-) * F)XE~

where F is left exact. Applying the Yoneda lemma (see 1.3.3), this cor­
responds to a compatible family of elements (ax E F(HX))XE~' Since
F is left exact, (FL, (Fpx)xE~) is a finite limit in Set. By construction
of a limit in Set (see section 2.8), this yields a unique element a E F(L)
such that (Fpx )(a) = ax for each X E fl'. By the Yoneda lemma again,
a corresponds to a natural transformation a: d(L, -) * F which by
the naturality of the Yoneda isomorphisms satisfies a 0 d (px, -) = a x .
The uniqueness of such a factorization a is an immediate consequence
of the uniqueness of the corresponding element a. The last statement is
a direct consequence of 2.9.5, 2.15.2 and 6.2.1. 0

Proposition 6.2.4 Let d be a small finitely complete category. The
category Lex(d, Set) is cocomplete.

Proof The first proof one can think of is showing that Lex(d, Set) is
a reflective subcategory of the category Fun(d, Set) of all functors from
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.91 to Set, from which Lex(.9I, Set) is cocomplete (see 3.5.4 and 2.15.2).
Considering 6.2.1 and the adjoint functor theorem (see 3.3.3), it remains
to prove the solution set condition. Given two functors F, G: .9I===tSet
with F left exact and a natural transformation 0:: G => F, one considers
first the set So of all elements of the form O:A(X) for all A E .91 and
x EGA. It is quite straightforward to construct the smallest left exact
subfunctor H ~ F containing all the elements of So:

• given a compatible family (Xi)iEI of elements in So along a finite
diagram (Di)iEI in .91, one adds to So the corresponding element
x E limi(FDi ) = F(limiDd; this yields a bigger set So of elements
in F;

• given an element y E FA in So and an arrow f: A~B in .91,
one adds to So the element (FJ)(y); this yields a bigger set S1 of
elements in F.

One repeats the same operations on S1 to get a bigger set S2 and so
on by induction on the integers. Finally one considers S = UnENSn
and since this union is filtered, it follows easily that S is exactly the
set of all elements y E H(A), A E .91, for some left exact subfunctor
H ~ F containing all the original elements O:A(X); in particular 0: factors
through H. Some routine arithmetic on infinite cardinals shows that the
cardinality of llAE.9JI'H(A) is smaller than some cardinal (3 depending
only on the cardinality of the set of arrows of .91 and that of the. set
llAE.9JI'G(A); the crucial point is that the cardinal (3 does not depend
at all on F. Straightforward cardinality arguments show that (up to
isomorphisms) there is just a set of left exact functors H such that
llAE.9JI'H(A) has cardinality less than (3. The previous development lets
us then conclude that those H's constitute a solution set for G.

Instead of developing the details of the proof we have just sketched,
we prefer an alternative "constructive proof" avoiding cardinal arith­
metic. The advantages of such a "constructive proof" are its possible
generalizations, for example in the context of toposes (see chapter 6,
volume 3).

An arbitrary colimit can be written as a filtered colimit of finitely
generated colimits (see 2.13.7). Since filtered colimits exist (see 6.2.2), it
suffices to prove the existence of finitely generated colimits. But finitely
generated colimits can be computed from finite coproducts and coequal­
izers (see 2.8.5).

If 1 is the terminal object of .91, the representable functor .91(1, -) is
the initial object of Lex(.9I, Set); see 6.2.3.
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If F, G: d===tSet are left exact, consider the categories of elements
of F and G and the corresponding forgetful functors ¢>: Elts(F) ------*d,
'IjJ: Elts(G) ------*d. Since the categories Elts(F) and Elts(G) are both
cofiltered (see 6.1.2), the product category Elts(F) x Elts(G) is obviously
cofiltered. Let us consider the composite

Elts(F) x Elts(G) ¢> x 'IjJ ) d ---=Y_-+) Fun(d, Set)

where (¢> x 'IjJ)((A, a), (B, b)) = ¢>(A, a) x 'IjJ(B, b) and Y(A) = d(A, -).
Since the domain category is cofiltered,

coHm (Y 0 (¢> x 'IjJ)) = (H, (S(A,a)(B,b»))

where H is left exact (see 6.1.2). But the morphisms

constitute a cocone on Yo¢>, just because the morphisms S(A,a)(B,b) con­
stitute a cocone on Yo (¢> x 'IjJ); this induces a factorization S1: F ------* H
through F = coHm (Y 0 ¢>). In the same way we get S2: G ------* H. Let us
prove that (H, S1, S2) is the coproduct of F, Gin Lex(d, Set).

Choose a left exact functor K and natural transformations 0:: F =? K,
(3: G =? K. The composites

d(A, -) S(A,a» F_--=O:=----~) K, d(B, _) S(B,b» G_--,-{3_-+) K

yield a factorization

d(A x B, -) _-=C><_--+)d(A, -) II d(B, _) I'(A,a)(B,b\ K;

see 6.2.3. Since S(A,a) and S(B,b) constitute cocones, I'(A,a)(B,b) is a co­
cone on Yo (¢> x 'IjJ), from which we may obtain a unique factorization
1': H ------* K such that

I' 0 S(A,a)(B,b) ~ I'(A,a)(B,b)'

The relations

I' 0 S1 0 S(A,a) = I' 0 S(A,a)(B,b) 0 d(PA, -)

~ I'(A,a)(B,b) 0 d(PA, -)

= 0: 0 S(A,a)

yield I'0S1 = 0:. In the same way, I'0S2 = (3. The uniqueness of I' results
immediately from that of I'(A,a)(B,b)'
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To prove the existence of coequalizers in Lex(d, Set), let us first Con­
sider two natural transformations a, (3: d(C, - )~F with F left ex­
act. Let us write F as the filtered colimit

F = colim (A,a)EELTs(F)d(A, -).

By the Yoneda lemma (see 1.3.3), a, (3 correspond to elements

a, bE FC = colim (A,a)d(A, C).

a is thus the equivalence class of some element f: Al ----"?C for an index
(AI,al), while b is the equivalence class of some element g: Az----"?C
for an index (Az, az). Since the colimit is filtered, there is no restriction
in choosing (AI, al) = (Az, az). In this way we have obtained

d(J, -)
...d(C ) ) ...d(A ) S(Al,ad )F.J4' ,- ).J4' 1,- ,

d(g, -)
with s(Al,ad 0 d(J, -) = a and S(Al,al) 0 d(g, -) = (3. By 6.2.3, the
following diagram is a coequalizer in Lex(d, Set),

d(J,-)
d(C,-) :d(AI,-) d(k,-) )d(K,-),

d(g, -)
where k = Ker(J,g).

Now given any morphism a: (A3, a3)----"?(AI, ad, we can consider in
the same way the coequalizer

d(J 0 a, - ~ d(k _)
d(C,-) )d(A3,-) a, )d(Ka,-),

d(goa, -
where ka = Ker (J 0 a, goa). Given an additional morphism b,

the relation f oaobokaob = goaobokaob implies the existence of a unique
factorization b': K aob ----"? b 0 K a such that ka 0 b' = b 0 kaob' In this way
we have defined three functors from Elts(F)/(A I , al) to Lex(d, Set):

• the constant functor on d(C, -);
• the functor mapping ((A3,a3),a) to d(A3,-);

• the functor mapping ((A3, a3), a) to d(Ka, -).

The obvious functor



258 Flat functors and Cauchy completeness

is cofinal, just because Elts(F) is cofiltered (see 2.11.2). The colimit of
the composite Y 0 <p 0 7r is thus again F (see 2.11.1). Observe moreover
that Elts(F)/(A1, ad is still cofiltered, which implies that the three func­
tors we have just described have a colimit (see 6.2.2). Computing those
colimits thus yields a diagram in Lex(d, Set),

_--"a_-+ 'Y
d(C,-) /3 :F--!.---.+) Q.

Finally 'Y = Coker (a, (3), by the interchange property of colimits (see
2.12.1), thus (a, (3) indeed have a coequalizer.

Now consider two arbitrary morphisms a, /3: G~F in Lex(d, Set)
and write G as a filtered colimit

G = colim (B,b)EElts(G)d(B, -).

For each index (B, b) we have a diagram

a
..A(B, _) S(B,b) G------.+) F q(B,b) Q

J4t --/3"'---+» (B,b) ,

where q(B,b) = Coker (as(B,b) , /3S(B,b))' Observe that given a morphism
f: (B,b)~(B',b') in Elts(G), the relations

q(B,b) 0 a 0 S(B',b' ) = q(B,b) 0 a 0 S(B,b) 0 d(J, -)

= q(B,b) 0/30 S(B,b) 0 d(J, -)

= q(B,b) 0/30 S(B',b' )

imply the existence of a unique morphism Qf: Q(BI,b' ) ~Q(B,b) such
that Qf 0 q(B',b' ) = q(B,b)' This defines a contravariant functor

Q: Elts(G) ) Lex(d,Set),

which has a colimit (H, (<T(B,b))) in Lex(d, Set) since Elts(G) is cofiltered
(see 6.2.2). With the previous notations, observe that

<T(B,b) 0 q(B,b) = <T(B,b) 0 Qf 0 q(BI,b' ) = <T(B',b' ) 0 q(B',b' ).

Thus if two objects (B,b), (B',b') of Elts(G) are connected by a mor­
phism, the composites <T(B,b) oq(B,b) and <T(B',b') oq(B',b') are equal. Since
Elts(G) is cofiltered, it is connected (see example 2.6.7.e) and finally the
composites <T(B,b) 0 q(B,b) and <T(B',b') 0 q(B',b' ) are equal for every two
objects of Elts(G). This defines a morphism

h: F ) H, h = <T(B,b) 0 q(B,b) ,

and we shall prove that h = Coker (a, (3) in Lex(d, Set).
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First of all one has
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h 0 0: 0 S(B,b) = O'(B,b) 0 q(B,b) 00: 0 S(B,b)

= O'(B,b) 0 q(B,b) 0 (3 0 S(B,b)

= h 0 (3 0 S(B,b),

from which h 0 0: = h 0 (3, since the S(B,b) constitute a colimit cocone.
Next given K E Lex(d, Set) and k: F------*K such that koo: = ko(3,
the relation k 0 0: 0 S(B,b) = k 0 (3 0 S(B,b) implies the existence of a unique
l(B,b): Q(B,b) ------* K such that l(B,b) 0 q(B,b) = k. Observe that given
f: (B, b) ------* (B' , b'), the relations

l(B,b) 0 Qf 0 q(B',b') = l(B,b) 0 q(B,b) = k = l(B',b') 0 q(B',b')

imply l(B,b) 0 Qf = l(B',b')' since q(B',b') is an epimorphism. Thus the
morphisms l(B,b) constitute a cocone on Q, from which there is a unique
l: H ------*K such that l OO'(B,b) = l(B,b) for each (B, b). In particular

lo h = l 0 O'(B,b) 0 q(B,b) = l(B,b) 0 q(B,b) = k.

The uniqueness of l follows immediately from that of l(B,b)' 0

Theorem 6.2.5 Let d be a small category. The category Lex(d,Set) of
left exact functors is reflective in the category Fu n(d, Set) ofall functors.

Proof A first try, reducing the problem to the adjoint functor theorem
(see 3.3.3), has been sketched at the beginning of the previous proof. Let
us instead give a constructive proof. '

Consider an arbitrary functor F: d~Set. Define (F, (S(A,a»)) to

be the colimit of the composite

Elts(F)---'¢--7)d--Y~)Lex(d, Set)

where Elts(F) is the category of elements of F and ¢ is the corresponding
forgetful functor (see 6.2.4). We know by 2.15.6 that F itself can be
obtained via the colimit (F, (O'(A,a») of the composite

Elts(F)-..!-¢~)d--=Y-"""*) Lex(d, Set)_-:i:"--7) Fun(d, Set)

where Y(A) = d(A, -) and i is the canonical inclusion. The morphisms
S(A,a) constitute a cocone on iY¢ in Fun(d, Set), from which a unique

factorization ep: F ------* F such that ep 0 O'(A,a) = S(A,a) for every object
(A, a) E Elts(F). We shall prove that (F, ep) is the left exact reflection
of F.
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If G is left exact and 'I/J: F =? G is a natural transformation, the
composites 'I/J 0 O"(A,a) constitute a co'cone on Yo ¢ in Lex(d, Set), from

which there is a unique 0: F =? G such that 0 0 S(A,a) = 'I/J 0 O"(A,a) for
every index (A, a). In particular

00 cp 0 O"(A,a) = 00 S(A,a) = 'I/J o O"(A,a) ,

from which 00 cp = 'I/J since the morphisms (O"(A,a))(A,a) constitute a
colimit cocone in the category Fun(d, Set). Now if 0': F=? G is another
natural transformation such that 0' 0 cp = 'I/J, the relations

0' 0 S(A,a) = 0' 0 cp 0 O"(A,a) = 'I/J oO"(A,a) = 00 S(A,a)

imply 0 = 0', since the morphisms S(A,a) constitute a colimit cocone in
Lex(d, Set). []

6.3 Flat functors

Some functors are bound to preserve limits, like representable functors
(see 2.9.4), functors having a left adjoint (see 3.2.2) or covariant Yoneda
embeddings (see 2.15.5). Most people think of the notion of flat functor
as that of a functor which would preserve finite limits if they existed;
this intuition can in some way be justified by 6.3.7. But even if no
one considers the previous sentence as a definition (of course!), it is
nevertheless misleading and can give a truncated intuition of what a flat
functor actually is. For example the covariant Yoneda embeddings we
have just mentioned are not fiat in general (see 6.7.10). It is true that a
fiat functor preserves all finite limits which turn out to exist (see 6.7.5)
and it is also true that being flat reduces to preserving finite limits when
the categories considered do have finite limits. But when not all finite
limits exist, being fiat is more subtle than the rough idea of preserving
finite limits if they existed. With a look on 6.1.2 and 6.1.4 we define

Definition 6.3.1 For an arbitrary category d, a functor F: d -----*Set
is flat when the category Elts(F) of elements of F is cofiltered. Given an
arbitrary functor F: d -----*ffl, F is flat when for each object B E ffl,
the functor ffl( B, F - ): d -----* Set is flat.

It follows immediately from 6.1.2 and 6.1.4 that

Proposition 6.3.2 Let F: d -----*ffl be a functor, with d, ffl finitely
complete. The following conditions are equivalent:

(1) F is left exact;



(2) F is flat.
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(B,g)

/~
(FA,I) (FA',!,)

Diagram 6.1

(A", w)

/~
(A, u) (A', v)

Diagram 6.2
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Proposition 6.3.3 Let F: d ------'t!?J and G: !?J ------'tqj be flat functors.
The composite G 0 F is a flat functor as well.

Proof Fix an object C E qj and consider the functor qj(C,GF-).The
category of elements of qj(C, G-) is non-empty, which means the exjs:­
tence of B E !?J and f: C ------'t GB. The category of elements of~(B,F__)
is non-empty, which means the existence of A E d and g: B ----+FA.
This yields the composite (Gg)o f: C------'tGFA, thus a pair (A, (Gg)oJ)
in the category of elements of qj(C, GF - ).

Next consider two pairs (A, I), (A',!,) in the category of elements of
qj(C, GF-); thus

f: C------+)GFA, 1': C------+)GFA'

are arrows of qj. This yields the pairs (FA, I) and (FA',I') in the cat:..
egory of elements of qj(C, G-). By cofilteredness, we find (B, g) in this
same category and morphisms u, vas in diagram 6.1, Le. in the category
!?J, morphisms u: B ------'t F A, v: B ------'t F A' such that (Gu) 0 9 = f I:Ipd
(Gv) 0 9 = !,. The two pairs (A, u), (A', v) are now objects in the c~e­

gory of elements of !?J(B, F-). By cofilteredness we find (A", w) in this
same category and morphisms x, y as in diagram 6.2, thus in the category
d, morphisms x: A" ----+ A and y: A" ------'t A' such that (Fx) 0 w = u,
(Fy)ow = v. Finally the pair (A", (Gw)og) is in the category of elements
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of "6'(C, GF-) and the relations

(GFx) 0 Gw 0 9 = Gu 0 9 = f,

(GFy) 0 Gw 0 9 = Gv 0 9 = 1',

show that we have produced morphisms

(A, J)+-<---=-x_(A", (Gw) 0 g) -~y----+) (A', 1')

as required.
Finally consider x, y: (A, J) =::j: (A', 1') in the category of elements

of "6'(C, GF-); thus x, y: A=::j:A' are such that (GFx) 0 f = I' =

(GFy) 0 f. This yields the morphisms Fx, Fy in the category of elements
of "6'(C,G-):

Fx
(B,g) u )(FA,J) : (FA',f')·

Fy
By cofilteredness, we get an arrow u in this same category, such that
(Fx) 0 u = (Fy) 0 U; observe that (Gu) 0 9 = f. Writing (Fx) 0 u =

v = (Fy) 0 u, we now have two arrows x,y: (A, u) =::j: (A', v) in the
category of elements of f!J(B, F-). By cofilteredness we get an arrow
z: (A", w)------+ (A, u) in this same category, such that xoz = yoz; notice
that (Fz) 0 w = u. The relation GFz 0 Gw 0 9 = Gu 0 9 = f indicates
that we have produced a morphism z: (A", (Gw) 0 g) ------+ (A, J) in the
category of elements of "6'(C, GF-), with x 0 z = yo z. 0

Proposition 6.3.4 Given a category .91, every representable functor

d(A, -): .91 ) Set

is flat.

Proof The object (A,lA) is initial in the category of elements of
d(A, -). Indeed given any other object (A', J) of this category, a mor­
phism g: (A, lA)------+(A', J) is an arrow g: A------+A' such that go lA =

f; f is of course the unique such arrow. A category with an initial object
is obviously cofiltered. 0

Proposition 6.3.5 Let F: .91------+f!J be a functor with a left adjoint.
Then F is flat.

Proof We must prove that f!J(B, F-) is flat for each B E f!J; see 6.3.1.
Since f!J( B, F -) ~ .91(GB, -) by 3.1.5, the result follows at once from
6.3.4. 0
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Proposition 6.3.6 Given a small category .91, the category Flat(d, Set)
of flat functors from .91 to Set has pointwise filtered colimits.

Proof Consider a filtered small category ~ and a functor

H: ~ ) Flat(d, Set).

Write (F, (sD)DE£4) for the (pointwise) colimit of the composite

H i) Flat(d, Set)-~~) Fun(d, Set);

thus SD: HD~F. We must prove that F is flat.
As ~ is non-empty, choose D E ~. Since H D is flat, Elts(HD) is non­

empty and we find (A, a) E Elts(HD), Le. a E HD(A). So sD(a) E FA
and (A, sD(a)) E Elts(F).

Next consider (A, a) and (B, b) in Elts(F). One has

a E FA = colim (HD)(A) ,

thus a = sDA(a') for some a' E (HD)(A); in the same way b = SD'B(b')
for some b' E (HD')(B). Since ~ is filtered, there is no restriction in
choosing D = D'. So (A, a') and (B, b') are objects of Elts(HD), which
is cofiltered since HD is flat. We can thus choose (C,c) in Elts(HD),
together with

u: (C, c) ) (A, a'), v: (C, c) ) (B, b'),

yielding (HD)(u)(c) = a' and (HD)(v)(c) = b'. One has c E (HD)(C),
thus SDc(C) E FC and by the naturality of SD,

F(U)(SDc(C)) = (SDA 0 HD(u)) (c) = sDA(a') = a.

So u is a morphism in Elts(F):

u: (C,SDc(C))----+) (A,a), v: (C,SDc(C))----+) (B,b),

and similarly for v.
Finally choose U,v: (A,a)~(B,b) in Elts(F), Le. a E FA, bE FB

and (Fu)(a) = b = (Fv)(a). As before write a = sDA(a'), b = SDB(b')
for some D E~, a' E (HD)(A), b' E (HD)(B). One has

(SDB 0 HD(u)) (a') = (Fu 0 sDA)(a') = (Fu)(a) = b

and analogously for v. Thus

(SDB 0 HD(u)) (a') = b = (SDB 0 HD(v))(a')
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and the filteredness of ~ implies the existence of d: D ------* D' such that

((Hd)B 0 HD(u)) (a') = ((Hd)B 0 HD(v)) (a');

see 2.13.3. Write b' for that element of HD'(B). Since the morphisms
sD constitute a cocone,

SD'B(b') = (SD'B 0 (Hd)B 0 (HD)(u)) (a') = (SDB 0 (HD)(u))(a') = b.

By the naturality of Hd we also have

b' = ((Hd)B 0 HD(u)) (a') = (HD'(u) 0 (Hd)A) (a')

and similarly for v. This implies

HD'(u)((Hd)A(a')) = b' = HD'(v) ((Hd)A(a')) ,

so that u,v: (A,(Hd)A(a'))===t(B,b') are morphisms in Elts(HD').
But Elts(HD') is cofiltered since H D' is flat, thus we can choose

w: (C,c)--~) (A, (Hd)A(a'))

in Elts(HD') such that u 0 w = vow. Since c E (HD')(C), one has
SD'C(C) E F(C) and w: (C, c)------*(A, a) is a morphism in Elts(F) be­
cause

F(w)(c) = (F(w) 0 SD'C) (c) = (SD'A 0 HD'(w)) (c)

= (SD'A 0 (Hd)A) (a') = sDA(a') = a.

On the other hand we know already that u 0 w = vow. 0

As a consequence, we can generalize 6.1.2 to the case of flat functors.

Proposition 6.3.7 Let F: d ------* Set be a functor defined on an arbi­
trary category d. The following conditions are equivalent:

(1) F is fiat;
(2) F is a filtered colimit of representable functors.

Proof (1)::::} (2) is immediate by 6.2.1 and 2.15.6. Conversely, suppose
we are gIven a cofiltered category ~ and a functor 'IjJ such that F is the
colimit object of the composite

~ ---'-'ljJ---)-) d --=Y,---+) Fun(d, Set).

We shall prove that Elts(F) is cofiltered.
First of all ~ is not empty; thus choose Do E ~. Since F('ljJDo) =

colim Dd('ljJD, 'ljJDo), it suffices to choose D = Do in order to get an
element [1,pDol E F('ljJDo), thus an object ('ljJDo, [l,pDo]) of Elts(F).
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Next choose (A,a) and (A', a') in Elts(F). Since a E colimD("pD,A)
and a' E colimD("pD,A'), a is represented by g: "pDI-----,>A and a' by
g': "pD2 -----,> A'. Since ~ is cofiltered, choose D3 E ~ with d: D3~DI
and d': D3-----,>D2 • Observe that F("pD3) = colimD("pD,,,pD3), so that
choosing D = D3 we find an element a3 = [1,pD3 J E F("pD3); this gives
an object ("pD3, a3) of Elts(F). Moreover

F(g 0 "pd)(a3) = [g o"pd 0 I,pD3 J = [gJ = a

and in the same way F(g' 0 "pd') (a3) = a'. This yields two morphisms of
Elts(F)

as required.
Now consider I,g: (A,a)===t(A',a') in Elts(F). Again a is repre­

sented by some h: "pDI -----,>A and a' by some h': "pD2 -----,>A'. The
equality (FJ)(a) = a' means the existence of d l : D2 -----,>DI in ~ such
that 10 h 0 "pdl = h' 0 "pdl. In the same way (Fg)(a) = a' implies the
existence of d2 : D3-----,> DI in ~ such that 9 0 h 0 "pd2 = h' 0 "pd2 • Since
~ is cofiltered, we can find D4 E ~ and d3: D4-----,>D2 , d4: D4-----,>D3

such that dl 0 d3 = d2 0 d4. Putting d = dl 0 d3 we obtain

go h 0 "p(d) = 9 0 h 0 "p(d2 0 d4) = h' 0 "p(d2 0 d4)

= h' 0 "p(dl 0 d3) = 10 h 0 "p(dl 0 d3) = 10 h 0 "p(d).

From the relation F("pD4) = colim D("pD, "pD4), we deduce the existence
of an element a4 = [1,pD4J E F("pD4). The relation

F(h 0 "pd)(a4) = [h o"pd 0 1,p4J = [hJ = a

shows that we have defined a morphism

which equalizes 1 and g. This concludes the proof of (2) :::} (1). 0

When the category d is small, we can complete the statement of the
previous proposition in a way which explains the precise relation between
flatness and left exactness.

Proposition 6.3.8 Let F: d -----,>Set be a functor defined on a small
category d. The following conditions are equivalent:

(1) F is flat;
(2) the left Kan extension Lan yF of F along the covariant Yoneda

embedding Y: d ~Fun(d*, Set) is left exact.
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Proof The proof of (1) =? (2) given in 6.1.3 applies here, just replacing
"left exact" by "flat" (see 6.3.4 and 6.3.8 instead of 2.9.4 and 6.2.2).

Conversely, assume condition 2. Since the Yoneda embedding is full
and faithful, (Lan y F) 0 Y = F; see 3.7.3. We must prove the cofiltered­
ness of the category of elements of F.

The category of elements of the constant functor .6.: .91*~Set on
the singleton is just d. Since .6. is the terminal object of Fun(d*, Set)
and Lan y F is exact,

{*} = (Lan y F) (.6.) = colim (F 0 1.9J1') = colimF.

Since colim F is not empty, there exists at least an object A E .91 with
FA non-empty (see 2.8.1); choosing a E FA we get an object (A, a) in
the category Elts(F) of elements of F.

Choose now two objects (A, a), (B, b) in Elts(F). Since Lan y F pre­
serves finite products, applying 3.8.1 we get

FAx FB ~ (LanyF)(YA) x (LanyF)(YB)

~ (LanyF)(YA x YB)

~ (Lany*(YA x YB))(F)

~ colim (X,x) (d(X, A) x d(X, B)),

where (X, x) runs through Elts(F). The pair (a, b) is in FAx F B, thus
is represented by a pair

(I,g) E d(X, A) x d(X, B)

for some index (X, x) E Elts(F). To prove that

(A, a)+-(--l!-f_(X, x)_.:.<..g--*) (B, b)

are morphisms in Elts(F), it suffices to observe that since (I,g) is rep­
resentative of (a, b), then (FJ)(x) = a, (Fg)(x) = b. Indeed the previ­
ous colimit construction is obviously natural in A, B and, writing sfx,x)
for the canonical morphisms of the colimit , one has the commutative
diagram 6.3. By construction of the Yoneda isomorphisms (see 1.3.3),
x = s(\-,x) (Ix ). Therefore

(FJ)(x) = (Ff 0 s(\-,x») (Ix) = (sfx,x) 0.91(1, J)) (Ix) = sfx,x) (I) = a.

Now given two arrows f, g: (A, a)===! (B, b) in Elts(F), let us consider
the equalizer diagram

Yf
K )>---.o;k,---+) YA _=-=-~~YB

Yg
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d(X, X) (X,x» F X

",(1,!)1 iF!

d(X,A) A ) FA
s(X,x)

Diagram 6.3
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in Fun(d*, Set). Again applying 3.8.1 and the fact that equalizers are
computed pointwise in Fun(d*, Set) (see 2.15.2), we get

Ker (Ff, Fg) ~ Ker ((Lan yF)(YI), (Lan yF)(Yg))

~ (LanyF)(Ker(Yf,Yg))

~ (LanyF)(K)

~ (Lan Y*K)(F)

~ colim (x,x)K(X)

~ colim (x,x)Ker (d(X, I), d(X, g)),

where (X, x) runs through the category of elements of F. Since f,g are
arrows of Elts(F), one has (FI)(a) = b = (Fg)(a); thus a E Ker (Ff, Fg).
Via the previous isomorphism, a can be represented by some element
a E KX. But via the injection kx : KX >---+d(X, A), this element a
can be seen as an arrow h = kx(a): X ----*A. As previously the fact
that h represents a means exactly that (Fh)(x) = a. This yields a mor­
phism h: (X, x) ----* (A, a) in Elts(F) with the property f 0 h = 9 0 h,
since h is in the kernel KX of d(X, I), d(X, g). 0

6.4 The relevance of regular cardinals

At this stage it is time' to introduce an easy generalization of various
previous results. Many of our results deal with "finiteness" . For example
"finite limits in Set commute with filtered colimits". Why does such a
property hold just for finite limits and not for arbitrary limits? Analysing
the proof of 2.13.4, one realizes immediately that it is due to the finite­
ness requirements in the definition of filtered category: sending two (thus
finitely many) objects to the same one; coequalizing two (thus finitely
many) parallel arrows.
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Being finite means being strictly less than ~o = #N, where # means
"cardinality of" and ~ is just the usual "aleph" notation of set theory (see
Bell and Machover). One could imagine replacing ~o by an arbitrary
cardinal a, then replacing "finite" by "strictly less than a". A problem
which will arise immediately is that no generalization can be found of
the very useful fact that

a finite union of finite sets is again finite.

In fact, the correct attitude is to replace ~o by a cardinal a which
ensures the generalization of the previous property.

Definition 6.4.1 An infinite cardinal a is regular when it satisfies

(#1 < a and Vi E I #Xi < a) * # (u Xi) < a
iEI

where I, Xi are arbitrary sets.

It is useful to recall the following result of set theory, attesting that
there are "enough" regular cardinals:

given a set (ai)iEI of cardinals, there exists a regular cardinal a
such that for every i E I, ai < a.

Let us first generalize the considerations of section 2.13.

Definition 6.4.2 Let a be a regular cardinal. A category qj is a-filtered
when

(1) there exists at least one object in qj,
(2) given a set I with #1 < a and a family (Gi E qj)iEI of objects ofqj,

there exist an object G E qj and morphisms Ii: Gi ------'tG in qj,
(3) given a set I with #1 < a and a family (Ii: G------'tG')iEI in qj,

there exist an object G" E qj and a morphism f: G'------'tG" such
that f 0 fi = f 0 Ii, for all indices i, j.

Definition 6.4.3 Let a be a regular cardinal.

(1) By an a-filtered colimit in a category qj, we mean the colimit of a
functor F: ~ ------'t qj where the category ~ is a-filtered.

(2) By an a-limit in a category qj, we mean the limit of a functor
F: ~------'tqj where ~ is a small category and #Ar(~) < a, where
Ar(~) indicates the set of arrows of~.

In general, we shall just write #~ < a to indicate that the small
category ~ has a set Ar(~) of arrows of cardinality strictly less than a.
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As a consequence, the cardinal of the set I.@I of objects of.@ is a fortiori
strictly less than a.

Observe now that choosing a = ~o = #N, to be strictly less than a
means just being finite. Thus definitions 6.4.2, 6.4.3 describe in this case
filtered categories, filtered colimits and finite limits in the usual sense
(see 2.13.2).

Just replacing "finite" everywhere in the proof by "strictly less than
a", our lemma 2.13.2 yields immediately

Lemma 6.4.4 Let a be a regular cardinal and qj an a-filtered category.
For every category.@ such that #.@ < a and every functor F: .@----,*qj,
there exists a cocone on F. D

Since an a-filtered category is a fortiori filtered, our proposition 2.13.3
applies in particular to a-filtered colimits of sets. Finally, again replacing
"finite" by "strictly less than a" in the proof of theorem 2.13.4, we obtain

Theorem 6.4.5 Let a be a regular cardinal. In the category ofsets and
mappings, a-limits commute with a-filtered colimits. D

Next we generalize the results of sections 6.1-6.3. Again the proofs
are obtained by replacing "finite" by "strictly less than a" .

Definition 6.4.6 Let a be a regular cardinal. Consider two a-complete
categories .91, f!J. A functor F: .91 ----,*f!J is a-left-exact when it preserves
a-limits.

Proposition 6.4.7 Let a be a regular cardinal and F: d----,*Set be a
functor defined on an a-complete category d. The following conditions
are equivalent:

(1) F is a-left-exact;
(2) the category Elts(F) of elements of F is a-cofiltered;
(3) F is an a-filtered colimit of representable functors.

Moreover when .91 is small, those conditions are also equivalent to

(4) the left Kan extension Lan y F of F along the covariant Yoneda
embedding Y: .91 ----,*Fun(d*, Set) is a-left-exact. 0

Proposition 6.4.8 Consider a functor F: .91 ----+ f!J between a-complete
categories .91, f!J. The following conditions are equivalent:

(1) F is a-left-exact;
(2) VB E f!J the functor f!J(B, F-): f!J----+Set is a-left-exact. D
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Proposition 6.4.9 Let d be a small a-complete category. The notation
Lexa(d, Set) indicates the category of a-left-exact functors from d to
Set.

(1) Lexa(d, Set) is complete and limits are computed pointwise;
(2) Lexa(d, Set) has pointwise and universal a-filtered colimits and they

commute with a-limits;
(3) the contravariant Yoneda embedding

d ) Lexa(d, Set), A I-t d(A, -)

transforms a-limits into a-colimits;
(4) Lexa (d, Set) is cocomp1ete;
(5) Lexa(d, Set) is reflective in Fun(d, Set). 0

Now comes the case of flat functors.

Definition 6.4.10 Let a be a regular cardinal.

(1) A functor F: d -----*Set is a-flat when its category of elements is
a-cofiltered.

(2) A functor F: d -----*f!J is a-flat when, for every BE f!J, the functor
f!J(B, F-): d -----*Set is a-flat.

Proposition 6.4.11 Given a functor F: d -----*f!J between a-complete
categories, for some regular cardinal a, the following two conditions are
equivalent:

(1) F is a-left-exact;
(2) F is a-flat. 0

Proposition 6.4.12 Let a be a regular cardinal:

(1) the composite of two a-flat functors is a-flat;
(2) representable functors are a-flat;
(3) functors with a left adjoint are a-flat. o

Proposition 6.4.13 Let a be a regular cardinal and F: d -----*Set a
functor. The following conditions are equivalent:

(1) F is a-flat;
(2) F is an a-filtered colimit of representable functors.

Moreover when d is small, those conditions are also equivalent to

(3) the left Kan extension Lan y F of F along the covariant Yoneda
embedding Y: d -----* Fun(d*, Set) is a-left-exact. 0
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Corollary 6.4.14 Let a be a regular cardinal and .91 a small cate­
gory. The category Flata (.9I, Set) of a-flat functors from .91 to Set has
pointwise a-filtered colimits. 0

Finally let us generalize the definition of a functor which preserves
"all small limits" .

Definition 6.4.15 A functor F: .91~f!l is absolutely flat when it is
a-flat for every regular cardinal a.

By 6.4.12 we conclude that representable functors are absolutely flat
and so are those admitting a left adjoint.

6.5 The splitting of idempotents

Definition 6.5.1 In a category~, a morphism e: C~C is idempo­
tent when e 0 e = e.

Proposition 6.5.2 In a category ~, consider a retract r, i: R=::;'C,
i.e. r 0 i = lR. Under these conditions, e = i 0 r is idempotent.

Proof We have eo e = i 0 r 0 i 0 r = i 0 l R 0 r = i 0 r = e. o

Definition 6.5.3 In a category ~, an idempotent e: C~C splits
when there exists a retract r, i: R~C of C such that i 0 r = e.

Often we shall use the expression "an idempotent" or "a split idem­
potent" just to abbreviate the language.

Proposition 6.5.4 The following conditions are equivalent for an idem­
potent e: C~C of a category ~:

(1) e splits as e = i 0 r, with r, i: R~C, r 0 i = lR;

(2) the equalizer Ker (e, Ie) exists;
(3) the coequalizer Coker(e, Ie) exists.

Moreover, under these conditions, i = Ker (e, Ie), r = Coker (e, le) and
this equalizer and this coequalizer are absolute.

Proof Assuming (1) and considering diagram 6.4, we conclude by
2.10.2 that r is the absolute coequalizer of the pair (e, Ie). Conversely
if r = Coker (e, Ie), the relation e 0 e = e = e 0 Ie implies the existence
of a unique i such that i 0 r = e. Since r 0 ir = roe = rand r is an
epimorphism, r 0 i = 1R.

The equivalence (1) <=} (2) follows by duality. 0
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Proposition 6.5.4 shows that splitting of idempotents is some weak
form of completeness or cocompleteness. In fact, this result can be made
much more precise. We recall from 2.10.1 that a colimit is absolute when
it is preserved by all functors. We would like to make precise when a
small category has "all small absolute colimits". For this consider the
covariant Yoneda embedding

Y: CC ) Fun(CC*, Set), C f-+ CC(-, C).

Like every functor, Y preserves all absolute colimits. Therefore it is
sensible to define:

Definition 6.5.5 A small category CC has all small absolute colimits
when, given a small category ~ and a functor F: ~-----'*CC, if the colimit
of the composite

~ F ) CC Y ) Fun(CC*, Set)

is absolute, then the colimit of F exists and is absolute.

Lemma 6.5.6 Let CC be a small category in which every idempotent
splits. Then each retract ofa representable functor CC(-, C) is itself rep­
resentable.

Proof Consider p, l,: F~CC(-, C), with pOl, = 1p. The natural trans­
formation l, ° p: CC(-, C) =? CC(-, C) is representable as l, °P = CC(-, e)
for some morphism e: C-----,*C, just because the Yoneda embedding is
full. But from (l, ° p) ° (l, ° p) = l, °P we deduce CC(-, eo e) = CC(-, e),
which implies e ° e = e since the Yoneda embedding is faithful (see
1.5.2). The idempotent e splits in CC as e = r ° i, with r, i: R=::;'C and
i °r = 1R. This implies that CC(-, r), CC(-, i) constitute a splitting of the
idempotent CC(-, e). But such a splitting .is unique up to isomorphism
(see 6.5.4), thus F is isomorphic to CC(-, R). 0
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Proposition 6.5.7 Let ~ be a small category. The following conditions
are equivalent:

(1) In~, all idempotents split;

(2) ~ has all small absolute colimits.

Proof Suppose idempotents split. With the notation of 6.5.5, write
(L, (sD) DE!'d) for the colimit of Y 0 F and suppose this colimit is a~
lute. This colimit is in particular preserved by the representable functor
Nat(L, -), thus

Nat(L,L) ~ colimDNat((L,~(-,FD»).

A colimit in Set can be constructed as a quotient of a coproduct (see
2.8.1); thus the natural transformation 1£: L =? L corresponds to th~

equivalence class of some natural transformation {3: L =? <t(-, FD),f~t
some D E ~,with the property SD 0{3 = 1£. By lemma 6.5.6, Lis repfe.,:
sentable as ~(-, R) and since the Yoneda embedding is full and faithful
(see 1.5.2), the cone (SD)DE!'d is induced by a cone (O'D: FD---'fR)DEffJ
in ~. The universal property of (L, (sD) DE!'d) restricted to coconeswith
representable vertex implies that (R, (0'D)DE!'d) is the colimit of F.

By construction, Y preserves the colimit of F. On the other hand
given an arbitrary functor G: ~ --..+d, we must prove that G preserVes
the colimit of F. For every A E d let us consider the Kan extension GA

of d(G-, A) along the Yoneda embedding (see 3.7.1), as in diagram 6.5.
By 3.7.3, GA 0 Y = d(G-,A) because Y is full and faithful. And since
the colimit of Y 0 F is absolute,

d(G(colimDFD), A) ~ GA 0 Y(colimDFD)

~ GA(colimDY(FD»)

9i limDGAY(FD)

9i limDd(GFD,A)



274 Flat functors and Cauchy completeness

(we have written the equalities in Set, not in Set*; notice that d(-, A)
and GA are contravariant). Now choose a cocone (UD: GFD~A)De!)
in d. This is just a compatible family in the limit in Set and so this
corresponds to a unique morphism u: G(R)~A such that uoG(I7D) =

UD f9r every D E q;.
Conversely if~ has all small absolute colimits and e: C~C is idem­

potent, the corresponding natural transformation

~(-,e): ~(-,C):::;.~(-,C)

is idempotent and thus splits, since Fun(~*, Set) is cocomplete (see 2.15.2
and 6.5.4). By 6.5.4 again, ~(-, e) and ~(-, Ie) have an absolute co­
equalizer, so that by assuption, e, lc have an absolute coequalizer in ~.

Proposition 6.5.4 again implies that e splits. 0

Proposition 6.5.7 suggests considering the splitting of idempotents as
some (weak) intrinsic notion of cocompleteness. The following terminol­
ogy will be justified in 6.8.9, volume 2.

Definition 6.5.8 A category ~ is Cauchy complete when all idempo­
tents of~ split.

We shall now prove the existence of a "Cauchy completion" for every
small category.

Proposition 6.5.9 Every small category ~ can be embedded as a full
subcategory in a Cauchy complete small category fj. Moreover,

(1) given a functor F: ~~q; where q; is Cauchy complete, F extends
uniquely (up to isomorphism) as a functor F: fj~q;,

(2) given another functor G: ~~q;, its extension G: fj~q; and a
natural transformation 0:: F:::;. G, 0: extends uniquely to a natural
transformation a: F:::;. G,

(3) the inclusion ~ '---+ fj is an equivalence of categories iff, on ~, every
retract of a representable functor is itself representable.

Proof Given a small category ~, the category Fun(~*,Set) of con­
travariant functors ~~Set is complete (see 2.15.2), thus Cauchy com­
plete (see 6.5.4). For each object C E ~ and each idempotent e: C~C
in~, choose a splitting re,ie: Re==;~(-,C), with the condition that
rlc = 1~( -,C) = ilc ' Observe that all splittings of this kind for the same
e are isomorphic (see 6.5.4), but making a choice allows us to speak of
the small category fj as generated by all the chosen objects Re (there is
just a set of them since there is just a set of idempotents in the small
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category ~). The category ~ is thus contained as a full subcategory in
(j, via the Yoneda embedding.

Let us prove that (j is Cauchy complete. Indeed for every idempotent
e: C---'t-C in ~ and every idempotent €: Re---'t-Re in Fun(~*,Set),

€ factors as ~ 0 p for some retract p, c R~Re of € in Fun(~*,Set).
Therefore pore, i e 0 ~: R~~(-, C) is a retract of ~(-,C), thus is
isomorphic to some r e' , i e,: Re ,~~(-, C) in (j. So up to isomorphism,
p, ~ are in (j and finally € splits in (j.

Now consider a functor F: ~---'t-flJ with flJ Cauchy complete. For
every idempotent e: C---'t-C in ~, Fe: FC---'t-FC is idempotent in
flJ and thus splits as Fe = je 0 Se with se,je: Se~FC a retract of
FC. We put F(Re) = Se. If 0:: Re---'t-Re, is a morphism in ~ with
e: C ---'t-C, e': C' ---'t-C' idempotents of~,

and the composite

~(-, C) _....:...r",--e----+) Re _....::0:=----"""*) Re, _...::..!ie,---'----+)~(-, C')

has the form ~(-, f) for a unique f: C ---'t-C', just because the Yoneda
embedding is full and faithful (see 1.5.2). We define

F(o:) = Se' 0 F(f) 0 je'

It is a straightforward matter to check the functoriality of F defined in
this way. Moreover, F extends F. Indeed F(~(-, C)) = F(C) just be­
cause RIc = C by convention. Moreover given f: C---'t-C' and putting
0: = ~(-, f) in the previous argument, one gets e = r e = i e = 1c and
e' = r e' = ie' = 1c' by convention, so that F (~(-, f)) = F(f).

Let us now consider another functor G: ~ ---'t-flJ and "its" extension
G: (j ---'t-flJ. Given a natural transformation {3: F => G, every extension
73: F => G of {3 satisfies, just by naturality,

73Re = 73Re 0 F(re) 0 F(ie)

= G(re ) 0 73'11(-,c) 0 F(ie )

= G(re ) 0 {3c 0 F(ie ).

This proves the uniqueness of a natural transformation 73: F => G ex­
tending {3.1t is straightforward to check that the previous formula indeed
defines a natural transformation 73 extending {3.

The last assertion is obvious by construction of (j. 0
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With a view to establishing the major property of the Cauchy com­
pletion (theorem 6.5.11), we need the following lemma.

Lemma 6.5.10 Consider a small category~ and the corresponding cat­
egory Fun(~*, Set) of contravariant functors to Set. For a contravariant
functor F: ~* ----+ Set, the following conditions are equivalent:

(1) F is a retract of a representable functor;
(2) the functor Nat(F, - ): Fun(~* ,Set) ----+ Set preserves colimits.

Proof Using the axiom system of universes (see section 1.1), we assume
that all categories considered are small with respect to some sufficiently
big universe f, including Set. This allows us to consider categories like

Fun(Fun(~*, Set), Set).

Suppose p, t: F~~(-, C), POt = IF is a retract. By the Yoneda
lemma (see 1.3.3), the functor

Nat(~(-, C), -): Fun(~*,Set) ) Set

is just the functor "evaluation at C", which preserves colimits since
colimits in Fun(~*,Set) are computed pointwise (see 2.15.2). Since F is
a retract of ~(-,C), we get another retract in Fun((~*, Set), Set)

Nat(t, -)
Nat(F, -) ( ) Nat(~(-, C), -)

Nat(p, -)

Therefore Nat(t, -) is the (absolute) coequalizer of Nat(~(-, e), -) and
Nat(~(-, lc), -). By the interchange property for colimits (see 2.12.1),
the coequalizer Nat(F, -) preserves colimits since Nat(~(-, C), -) does.

Conversely suppose Nat(F, -) preserves colimits. We can write F itself
as the colimit of the composite

Elts(F) <P )~ y ) Fun(~*, Set),

where Elts(F) is the category of elements of F (see 2.15.6). Byassump­
tion we thus have:

Nat(F,F) ~ Nat(F,colim(c,c)~(-,C))

~ colim(c,c)Nat(F,~(-,C)).

Since a colimit of sets is a quotient of a coproduct (see 2.8.2), the identity
on F corresponds to the equivalence class of some a: F => ~(-, C), for
some index (C, c), with the property S(C,c) 0 a = IF, where s(C,c) is the
canonical morphism of the colimit. This proves that F is a retract of
~(-,C). 0
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The reader should now observe that since F is just defined up to
isomorphism in 6.5.9, "the" Cauchy completion ~ of a small category ~
is just defined up to equivalence, not up to isomorphism. This is good
enough for most purposes and we shall speak freely of "the" Cauchy
completion. Here is its main property.

Theorem 6.5.11 Given two small categories d,ffd, the following con­
ditions are equivalent:

(1) the categories Fun(d*, Set) and Fun(ffd*, Set) are equivalent;
(2) d and ffd have the same Cauchy completion.

In particular, given a small category ~ and its Cauchy completion ft,
the categories Fun(~*, Set) and Fun(~*,Set) are equivalent.

Proof If Fun(d*, Set) is equivalent to Fun(ffd*, Set), the corresponding
full subcategories of functors F such that Nat(F, -) preserves colim­
its are themselves equivalent. But those two categories are respectively
equivalent to the Cauchy completions of d and ffd (see 6.5.10 and the;
construction of the Cauchy completion in 6.5.9).

For the converse, it suffices to prove that d and its Cauchy comple­
tion d give rise to equivalent categories Fun(d*, Set) and Fun(d*, Set).
Indeed we have an obvious functor

<p: Fun(d*, Set) -----+> Fun(d*, Set)

which is the composition with the inclusion d* ~ d*. Since each functor
d -------+Set* extends to a functor d -------+Set* (see 6.5.9), each functor
d* -------+ Set is the restriction of a functor d* -------+ Set; thus <p is surjec­
tive on the objects. It remains to prove that <p is full and faithful (see
3.4.3), but this is precisely the content of the last assertion in 6.5.9. 0

6.6 The more general adjoint functor theorem

This section presents an amazing generalization of the adjoint functor
theorem (see 3.3.3).

Theorem 6.6.1 Consider a functor F: d~ffd, with d a Cauchy
complete category. The following conditions are equivalent:

(1) F has a left adjoint;
(2) F is absolutely Bat and satisfies the solution set condition for every

object B E ~ (see 3.3.2).
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Proof The considerations following 6.4.15 and 3.3.2 prove (1) ::::} (2).
Conversely fix an object B E 81 and a corresponding solution set BB.
Write tffB for the category of elements of 8I(B, F -) and :7B for its
small full subcategory generated by the objects (A, b), with A E BB
(and b: B----+FA).

Choose a regular cardinal a > #:7B. By a-flatness of F, we get an
object (Z,z) E tffB provided with morphisms a(X,x): (Z,z)----+(X,x)
for every (X, x) E :7B.

Choose a regular cardinal j3 > #tffB ((Z, z), (Z, z)). By j3-flatness of F,
we get an object (Y, y) E tffB and a morphism u: (Y, y) ----+ (Z, z) such
that f 0 u = 9 0 u for every two endomorphisms f, g: (Z, z) ===t (Z, z).
Applying the solution set condition, we choose now (X, x) E:7B and a
morphism v: (X, x) ----+ (1'; y).

Observe that we have obtained an endomorphism

u 0 v 0 a(X,x): (Z, z) -----*) (Z, z).

By definition of u, one has u 0 v 0 a(X,x) 0 u = 1(z,z) 0 u, thus also

U 0 v 0 a(X,x) 0 U 0 v 0 a(X,x) = U 0 v 0 a(X,x),

proving that U 0 v 0 a(X,x) is idempotent. By Cauchy completeness of
SiI, we find a retract r,i: (W,w)~(Z,z),with ior = uovoa(X,x),
r 0 i = 1(w,w) and w = F(r) 0 z, z = Fi 0 w. We shall prove that (W, w)
is the reflection of B along F.

One already has w: B----+FW by definition of tffB. Given V E SiI
and v': B----+FV in 81, the pair (V; v') is an object of tffB. By the
solution set condition, choose an object (U, u') E :7B and a morphism
l: (U,u')----+(V,v'). This yields a composite

(W,w) i ) (Z, z) a(u,u
l

» (U, u') ----'-------*) (V, v'),

i.e. amorphism loa(u,u,)oi: W ----+ V such that F(loa(U,u,)oi)ow = v'.
We still have to show the uniqueness of such a factorization.

To do this let us prove first that every endomorphism

g: (W, w) ----*) (W, w)

is necessarily the identity. Indeed since iogor and ior are endomorphisms
of (Z, z), one gets, by definition of u,

i 0 go r = i 0 9 0 r 0 i 0 r = i 0 9 0 r 0 u 0 v 0 a(X,x)

= i 0 r 0 u 0 v 0 a(X,x) = i 0 r 0 i 0 r = i 0 1(w,w) 0 r.
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Since i is a monomorphism and r is an epimorphism, 9 = 1(w,w)'

Proving the uniqueness of the factorization l 0 a(U,ul) oi means proving
the uniqueness of a morphism (W, w) ---...+ (V, v'). Choose a regular Car­
dinal "( > #$B ((W, w), (V; v')). By "(-flatness of F, there are an object
(T, t) E $B and a morphism m: (T, t)---...+(W, w) such that fom = gom
for every two morphisms f, g: (W, w) ==t (V, v'). By the solution set con­
dition choose (8,s) E!/B and a morphism n: (8,s)---...+(T,t). We g~~

a composite

( i a(S s) n mW,w)--=------+) (Z,z) ') (8, s)_..:..:.....--+) (T, t)-~-+> (W,w),

which is necessarily the identity, as we have proved. Given two mor­
phisms f, g: (W, w) ==t (V, v'), we thus have

f = f 0 m 0 n 0 a(S,s) 0 i

= go m 0 n 0 a(S,s) 0 i

=9· .0

Observe that theorem 6.6.1 contains as a special case the general ad­
joint functor theorem proved in 3.3.3. Indeed when .xl is comp~ete~it

is Cauchy complete (see 6.5.4) and the absolute flatness of Ii: ~eans

the preservation of a-limits for every cardinal a (see 6.4.11), th~ i4~
preservation of all small limits.

6.7 Exercises

6.7.1 Develop the details of the first proof suggested for 6.2.4 and indi­
cate a lower bound for the cardinal 13.
6.7.2 Given a small category .xl, prove that the category Flat(.xI, Set}
of flat functors is (up to equivalence) the smallest full subcategory of
Fun(.xI, Set) containing all the representable functors and stable under
filtered colimits.

6.7.3 Given a small category .xl, prove that Flat(.xI*, Set) is the free co­
completion of .xl for filtered colimits. This means that given a category
fJl with filtered colimits and a functor F: .xl ---...+fJl, there exists a func­
tor F: Flat(.xI*, Set) ---...+fJl, unique up to isomorphism, which preserves
filtered colimits and restricts to F via the covariant Yoneda embedding.

6.7.4 Given a small category .xl, prove that Fun(.xI*,Set) is the free
cocompletion of.xl for small colimits. This means that given a complete
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category 14 and a functor F: .xl -----+14 there exists a functor

F: Fun (.xl*,Set) )14,

unique up to isomorphism, which preserves small colimits and restricts
to F via the covariant Yoneda embedding.

6.7.5 Given a fiat functor F: .xl -----+14 between arbitrary categories,
prove that F preserves all finite limits which turn out to exist in .xl.

6.7.6 Let F: .xl -----+Set be a fiat functor. Prove that the representable
functor

Nat(F, -): Flat(.xI, Set) )Set

preserves filtered colimits if and only if F is a retract of some repre­
sentable functor.

6.7.7 Prove that every retract of a representable functor is absolutely
fiat.

6.7.8 Prove that the covariant Yoneda embedding

YJa1: .xI---+)Flat(.xI*, Set), A 1-+ .xl(-, A)

corestricted to the category of fiat functors is itself a fiat functor.

6.7.9 If.xl is a small category, prove that Flat(.xI, Set) has a terminal
object iff .xl is cofiltered. In particular, Flat(.xI, Set) is in general not
finitely complete. [Hint: apply the Yoneda lemma.]

6.7.10 If.xl is a small discrete category with at least two objects, prove
that the covariant Yoneda embedding

Y: .xI--~) Fun(.xI*, Set), A 1-+ .xl(-, A)

is not fiat.

6.7.11 Prove that the Kan extension theorem (see 3.7.2) is a corollary
of the more general adjoint functor theorem (see 6.7.1), but not of the
adjoint functor theorem (see 3.3.3).
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Bicategories and distributors

Even if containing some interesting results (like 7.9.3, 7.9.4), this chapter
is not mainly concerned with proving theorems. Its aim is essentially to
discuss some basic structures which turn out to appear quite naturally
in categorical constructions.

7.1 2-categories

A category consists of a class of objects connected with morphisms. But
in some cases the morphisms themselves can be connected with some
additional devices: in the category of small categories and functors,. we
can define natural transformations between functors; in the category. of
topological spaces and continuous mappings, we can define homotQpielil
between continuous mappings; and so on. This observation i$ aLthe
origin of the notion of a 2-category.

A category has been presented in 1.2.1 as a class Idl of objects to-.
gether, for each pair A, B of objects, with a set d(A, B) of morpliis~.
The composition law was just a mapping

CABO: d(A, B) x d(B,C)--~)d(A,C)

for each triple A, B, C of objects, while the identity on an object A could
be seen as a mapping

UA: 1--~)d(A,A)

where 1 is the singleton, Le. the terminal object of the category of sets.
The associativity axiom just expresses the equality

CAOD 0 (CABO X 1) = CABD 0 (1 x CBOD)

(see diagram 7.1) for all objects A, B, C, D. The identity axiom expresses

281
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d(A, B) x d(B, C) x d(C, D)I-_1_x-----"cB=C=D'---~)d(A,B) x d(B, D)

CABC Xli

d(A, C) x d(C, D) -----:::C-AC-D---~)d(A,D)

Diagram 7.1

d(A, A) x d(A, B) CAAB)d(A,B)<CABB d(A, B) x d(B,B)

Diagram 7.2

the equalities

CAAB 0 (UA X 1) ~ 1 ~ CABB 0 (1 x UB)

(see diagram 7.2) for all objects A, B.
In the case of the category d = Cat of small categories, the set

d(A, B) of functors from the category A to the category B can be
given the structure of a category d(A, B), with natural transformations
as arrows. With that example in mind, we make the following definition.

Definition 7.1.1 A 2-category d consists of

(1) a class Idl,
(2) for each pair A, B of elements of Idl, a small category d(A, B),
(3) for each triple A, B, C of elements of Idl, a bifunctor

CABC: d(A, B) x d(B, C) )d(A, C),

(4) for each element A E Idl, a functor

UA: 1 )d(A,A),

where 1 is the terminal object of the category of small categories.

These data are required to satisfy the following tpdoms.

(1) Associativity axiom: given four elements A, B, C, D Ed, the fol­
lowing equality holds:

CACD 0 (CABC X 1) = CABD 0 (1 x CBCD)
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(see diagram 7.1).

(2) Unit axiom: given two elements A, BE Idl, the following equalities
hold:

CAAB 0 (UA X 1) ~ 1 ~ CABB 0 (1 x UB)

(see diagram 7.2).

Let us first fix the terminology. Given a 2-category d:

• the elements of the set Idl are called "o-cells" or "objects"; we use
capital letters A, B, C, ... to denote them;

• the objects of the category d(A, B) are called "I-cells" or "arrows";
we use small letters a, b, c, ... to denote them and we designate them
in the usual form f: A----+B;

• the arrows of the category d (A, B) are called "2-cells"; we use greek
letters a, /3, 'Y ... to denote them; we designate them as a: f =} 9 or
just a: f ----+9 when no confusion can occur;

• /3 0 a denotes the composite in the category d(A, B),

f ~ 9 Jk h;

when no confusion can occur, we write simply /3a;
• lo f denotes the image of the pair (I, l) of arrows under the compo­

sition functor CABO,

A----"f'--~)B--~>C;

when no confusion can occur, we write simply If;

• <p *a denotes the image of the pair (a, cp) of 2-cells under the com­
position functor CABO,

• IA: A ----+ A denotes the image of the unique object of 1 under the
unit functor UA; we write just iA instead of i lA to denote the unit
on the arrow I A in the category d(A, A).

It follows immediately from the axioms that the objects and the mor­
phisms constitute a category, with the morphisms I A as identity arrows.

Observe also that given the situation

f ) -.;..l---;;,---;>
A 9 ~a ) B m .u.cp c

h ;[8 ) ·n .u.y, : '
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I 'fJ*if)/ogol 9 ig*'fJ)golog

~ lifH ~ 10

';'

by functoriality of CABO,

I

Diagram 7.3

9

('ljJ * f3) 0 (cp *a) = CABc(/3, 'ljJ) 0 CABc(a, cp)

= CABc((/3,'ljJ) 0 (a,cp))

= CABc(/3 0 a, 'ljJ 0 cp)

= (/3 0 a) * ('ljJ 0 cp).

This formula is called the "interchange law" (see 1.3.5).
In a 2-category, it makes sense to speak of "adjoint arrows" or the

"Kan extension of an arrow", when this exists. It suffices to transpose
the classical definitions valid for ordinary categories (see 3.1.4,3.4.4 and
3.7.1).

9
Definition 7.1.2 In a 2-category .91, consider arrows I, g: A~B.
They constitute an adjoint pair of arrows when there exist 2-cell/

'fJ: iB =} log, 10: go I =} iA

such that the following equalities between 2-cells hold:

(if * c) 0 ('fJ * if) = if, (10 * ig) 0 (ig * 'fJ) = ig;
see diagram 7.3. When'fJ and 10 are isomorphic 2-cells,. the adjunction is
called an equivalence.

Definition 7.1.3 In a 2-category .91, consider two arrows I: A~C,
g: A~B. The Kan extension of I along g, when it exists, is a pair
(h, a) where

(1) h: B~C is an arrow and a: I=} hog is a 2-cell,
(2) given any pair (k, /3) with k: B~C an arrow and /3: I=} k 0 9 a

2-cell, there exists a unique 2-cell '"'(: h =} k such that

h*ig )0a=/3.
While in an ordinary category most diagrams in which we are inter­

ested are commutative, very often in a 2-category one considers non­
commutative diagrams of arrows "filled in" with 2-cells. Consider for
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A a >B b )C

cl y dl !Y 1
e

D
f

>E
g )F

hi Y il Y f
G k

)H ) I

Diagram 7.4

example the situation of diagram 7.4 with no commutativity conditions
at all. The squares are filled in with 2-cells

a: foe =} do a, (3: god =} eo b, '"'(: k 0 h =} i 0 f, 8: l 0 i =} jog.

This allows us to "fill in" the outer square with a composite 2-cell

In fact one could combine the four 2-cells in many different ways, but the
associativity rules and the interchange law imply immediately that all
those composites are equal. There exists a general theorem (the pasting
theorem) attesting this fact for a rather arbitrary diagram (see Kelly,
1980).

Examples 7.1.4

7.1.4.a A basic example of a 2-category is indeed obtained by choosing
small categories as the objects, functors as the arrows and natural trans­
formations as the 2-cells. The various compositions are those described
in sections 1.2 and 1.3.

7.1.4.b Let us now choose as objects the topological spaces and as
arrows the continuous mappings between them. Given two continuous
mappings f,g: A~B, a homotopy a: f =} g is a continuous mapping

a: I x A )B

where 1= [0,1) is the unit interval, a(O, a) = f(a) and a(l, a) = g(a).
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If we consider now three continuous mappings j, g, h: A~Band
two homotopies a: j ::::} g, (3: g::::} h, it is easy to construct a "composite
homotopy" (3 ° a: j ::::} h. It suffices to define

{
a(2t, a)

((30 a)(t, a) = (3(2t _ 1, a)

and one indeed gets a continuous mapping

if t ~ 1/2,
if t ~ 1/2,

(3 ° a: I x A )B

such that ((3 ° a)(O,a) = j(a), ((30 a) G,a) = g(a), ((3 ° a)(I,a) =
h(a). Unfortunately this composition is not associative. Indeed con­
sider four continuous mappings j, g, h, k: A~ B and three homotopies
a: j ::::} g, (3: 9 ::::} h, '"'(: h ::::} k; the composite

'"'( 0 ((3 0 a): j ::::} k

satisfies ('"'( 0 ((3 0 a)) (!' a) = h (a), while the composite

('"'( 0 (3) ° a: j ::::} k

is such that (('"'( ° (3) 0 a) G,a) = g(a). Nevertheless the two homo­
topies '"'( 0 ((3 0 a) and ('"'( 0 (3) 0 a are easily checked to be themselves
homotopic as continuous mappings:

'"'(0((30a),('"'(0(3)0a:lxA ~B.

Now consider the following situation:

f ) p )
A 9 4a )B q 4cp )C

with A, B, C topological spaces, j, g, p, q continuous mappings and a, cp
homotopies. The composite

I x A _--=a::....---+) B --"p--+) C

defines a homotopy p 0 j ::::} p 0 9 while the composite

lxgIxA >lxB

defines a homotopy po 9 ::::} q 0 g. Using the composition of homotopies
defined previously, we get a composite homotopy

cp*a= (cpo (1 xg)) ° (poa):poj::::}qog.

It is now a lengthy but straightforward calculation to check that both
composition laws 0 and * of homotopies are compatible with the
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equivalence relation identifying two homotopic homotopies. Therefore
we obtain corresponding composition laws on the homotopy classes of
homotopies. Choosing the spaces as objects, the continuous mappings
as arrows and the homotopy classes of homotopies as 2-cells, we now get
a 2-category.
7.1.4.c The category Gr of groups has the groups as objects and the
group homomorphisms as arrows. But given two groups G, H and two
group homomorphisms f, g: G~H, we can define a 2-cell a: I ::::} g
as an element a E H such that for every element x E G

f(x) . a = a . g(x)

where· denotes the composition law of the group H. In other words, a
2-cell a: f ::::} g is an internal automorphism of H

H H -1----+) , Yl----ta·y·a ,

transforming I into g.

It is obvious that given 2-cells a: f ::::} g and (3: g ::::} h, the element
(3. a is a 2-cell (3 0 a: f ::::} h. This provides Gr(G, H) with the structure
of a category or, more precisely, the structure of a groupoid (a cate­
gory in which every arrow is an isomorphism). Observe that for every
I: G~H, if is the unit element of H.

It remains to define the horizontal composition law on 2-cells. Thus
we consider group homomorphisms I, g: G~H and h, k: H~K,
together with 2-cells a: f ::::} g, (3: h ::::} k. We get a composite 2-cell
(3 *a: hi::::} kg by choosing the element h(a) . (3 = (3. k(a).

We leave to the reader the verification that we have indeed defined a
2-category.
7.1.4.d Every ordinary category .91 can be viewed as a 2-category with
just the obvious 2-cells, i.e. each category d(A, B) is discrete.

7.2 2-functors and 2-natural transformations

When working with 2-categories, the functors and natural transforma­
tions which one considers had better be compatible with the given struc­
tures on 2-cells.

Definition 7.2.1 Given two 2-categories .91,:14, a 2-functor F: d~:14
consists in giving

(1) for each object A E .91, an object FA E :14,
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d(A, A') x d(A', A")r- CA"-"'A"-""-'-'Ac-" """*) d(A, A")

FAA' X FA'A"l
PJ(FA, FA') x PJ(FA', F A")---,,---------+) PJ(FA, FA")CFA,FA',FA"

Diagram 7.5

1 UA )d(A,A)

~lFAA
PJ(FA, FA)

Diagram 7.6

(2) for each pair of objects A, A' E d, a functor

FA,A'; d(A,A') )PJ(FA, FA').

(For the sake of brevity, we often write F instead of FA, A' ). These data
are required to satisfy the following axioms.

(1) Compatibility with composition: given three objects A, A', A" Ed,
the following equality holds:

FAAII OCAA'A" = CFA,FA',FA" 0 (FAA' X FA'A")
(see diagram 7.5).

(2) Unit: for every object A E d, the following equality holds:

FAA oUA = uFA
(see diagram 7.6).

Observe in particular that a 2-functor induces an ordinary functor
between the underlying categories of objects and arrows.

In order to define the 2-natural transformations easily, observe that
given a morphism I: A'~A" in a 2-category d, we get a functor

d(A,f): d(A,A')---+)d(A,A")

for every object A E d, just by defining

d(A,/)(g) = log, d(A, f)(a) = if * a.

In the same way one could define a functor

dU, A): d(A", A)---+)d(A', A).
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.91(A, AI)}-_---=-F~AA!:!..'_ ____+) PJ(FA, F A')

lal'(!FAh' )

PJ(GA, GA') -----::PJ:c-:"(O:-A-,l-C-A'-:-)-+) PJ(FA, GA')

Diagram 7.7
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Definition 7.2.2 Consider two 2-categories .91, PJ and two 2-functors
between them F, G: d~PJ. A 2-natural transformation 0: F ::::} G
consists in giving, for each object A E .91, an arrow OA: F A---...+GA
such that the equality

PJ(lPA' 0A') 0 FAA' = PJ(OA, lCA') 0 GAA'

holds for each pair of objects A, A' E .91; see diagram 7.7.

In particular, every 2-natural transformation is also a natural trans­
formation between the corresponding underlying functors.

We leave to the reader the straightforward proof that

Proposition 7.2.3 Smal12-categories, 2-functors and 2-natural trans­
formations themselves constitute a 2-category. 0

In particular the notions of 2-adjunction, 2-equivalence or 2-Kan ex­
tension can immediately be obtained from definitions 7.1.2 and 7.1.3.
The reader should observe that transposing those definitions will not
cause any trouble when the 2-categories considered have proper classes
of objects.

Examples 7.2.4

7.2.4.a Consider a small2-category .91 and the 2-category Cat of small
categories (see 7.1.4). Fixing an object A E .91, we get at once a "repre­
sentable" 2-functor

d(A,-): .91 )Cat

mapping BEd to the category d(A,B), a morphism f: B---...+C to
the functor

d(A,J): d(A,B)---+) d(A, C),

d(A, J)(g) = fog, d(A, J)(a) = if *a,
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and a 2-cell{3: f ::::} f' to the natural transformation

7.2.4.b In the situation of example 7.2.4.a, consider another object
A' E .91 and an arrow a: A----*A'. We obtain a 2-natural transformation

d(a, -): d(A', -) ::::} d(A, -)

by defining, for every object BEd,

d(a'-)B: d(A',B)::::} d(A,B),

7.3 Modifications and n-categories

The basic example of a 2-category is that of ordinary categories, functors
and natural transformations. Notice that the possibility of defining nat­
ural transformations between functors is directly related to the existence
of arrows in the categories.

Consider now the 2-category of 2-categories, 2-functors and 2-natural
transformations. The fact of having 2-cells in 2-categories now allows
the definition of modifications between 2-natural transformations.

Definition 7.3.1 Consider 2-categories .91,81, 2-functors F, G: .91----*81
and 2-natural-transformations a, {3: F ::::} G. A modification

S: a"'-" {3

consists in giving, for every object A E .91, a 2-cell

SA: aA::::} {3A,

in such a way that the following axiom is satisfied: for every pair of
morphisms f, g: A===tA' and every 2-cell a: f ::::} gin .91, the equality

SAl * Fa = Ga *SA

holds in 81.

We consider 2-categories .91,81, 2-functors F, G: d===t8l, 2-natural
transformations a, {3, 'Y: F ::::} G and two modifications S: a "'-" {3,
T: {3 "'-" 'Y. One obviously gets a composite modification T <> S: a"'-" 'Y
by putting (T <> S)A = T A 0 SA.

Now given 2-functors F, G, H,

F, G, H: d ) f!lJ,
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2-natural transformations a, (3, 8, E,

a,(3: F::::} G, 8,E: G::::} H,

and modifications S, 0,

S: a'"'-" (3, 0: 8'"'-" E,

one obviously gets a composite modification
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by putting (0 * S)A = OA *SA.
Just because the composition laws on modifications are defined point­

wise, it is straightforward to verify that the 2-functors from .91 to ffd, the
2-natural transformations and the modifications have been given the
structure of a 2-category 2-Fun(d,ffd).

Given 2-categories .91, ffd, ~ it is also easy to define a 2-functor of
composition

Cdi!4«J: 2-Fun(d, ffd) x 2-Fun(ffd,~) --~) 2-Fun(d, ~).

Given a pair (F, F') of 2-functors, we map it to the composite F' 0 F.
Given another pair of this kind (G, G') and 2-natural transformations
a: F ::::} G, a': F' ::::} G', we map the pair (a, a') to a' *a. Finally, given
two other 2-natural transformations (3: F ::::} G, (3': F' ::::} G' and two
modifications S: a'"'-" (3, S': a' '"'-" (3', the following relation holds, as S'
is a modification by definition:

~, F'(~) G'(~) ~,'::'GA* '::'A = '::'A *'::'PA·

These composites define a 2-cell (a' * a) A ::::} ((3' * (3) A and finally a
modification a' * a '"'-" (3' * (3, which we choose as the composite of the

. (~~')pair .::.,.::. .
Now if .91, ffd,~,!» are 2-categories, it is straightforward to verify the

associativity axiom between the 2-functors of composition, i.e. the equal­
ity

Cdi!4@ 0 (1 x Ci!4«J@) = Cd«J@ 0 (Cdi!4«J xl);

see diagram 7.8. And it is just obvious that the identity modification
on the identity 2-cell iA: 1A ::::} 1A is an identity for the composition law
on modifications.

Well, we have just sketched the construction of what is called a 3­
category.
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1XCi!4«i!0

2-Fun[d,.1B] x2-Fun[.1B, C6'] x2-Fun[C6',~] ~2-Fun[d,.1B] x2-Fun[.1B,~]

C""" Xli iC"M~
2-Fun[d, C6'] x2-Fun[C6',~] ---,C,-d-«i!0-----+) 2-Fun[d,~]

Diagram 7.8

Definition 7.3.2 A 3-category consists of the following data:

(1) a class Idl;
(2) for each pair A, B of elements of Idl, a small 2-category d(A, B);
(3) for each triple A, B, C of elements of Idl, a 2-functor

CABC: d(A, B) x d(B, C) )d(A, C);

(4) for each element A of Idl, a 2-functor

UA: 1 ) d(A, A)

where 1 is the terminal 2-category (one object, one arrow, one 2­
cell).

These data must satisfy the following axioms.

(1) Associativity axiom: given four elements A, B, C, D of d, the fol­
lowing equality holds:

CABD 0 (1 x CBCD) = CACD 0 (CACD X 1)

(see diagram 7.1).
(2) Unit axiom: given two elements A, B of d, the following equalities

hold:

CAAB 0 (UA X 1) ~ 1 ~ CABB 0 (1 x UB)

(see diagram 7.2).

Extending the terminology of section 7.1, we call the 2-cells of d(A, B)
3-cells of d. The considerations preceding definition 7.3.2 have precisely
proved

Proposition 7.3.3 There exists a 3-category structure on the following
data.

• Objects: the 2-categories.
• Arrows: the 2-functors.

• 2-ce11s: the 2-natura1 transformations.
• 3-cells: the modifications.
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Clearly one could now define 3-functors, 3-natural transformations and
3-modifications. And the fact of having 3-cells in the 3-categories will
allow the definition of "morphisms of 3-modifications". The 3-categories,
3-functors, 3-natural transformations, 3-modifications and morphisms
of 3-modifications will now organize themselves in what is called a 4­
category, whose definition can be easily adapted from the considerations
of 7.3.1 and 7.3.2. The process can be iterated, yielding the notion of
an n-category, for n EN, n > 0; those n-categories organize themselves
in an (n + 1)-category. One could even define a o-category as being a
set and a o-functor as being a mapping; applying the previous process
yields the notions of I-category and I-functor, which are just the usual
notions of category and functor.

7.4 2-limits and bilimits

Consider 2-categories .91, ffd with .91 small. For every object B E ffd the
constant functor

is obviously a 2-functor.
Given a 2-functor F: .91~ffd and an object B E ffd, we shall write

2-Cone(B, F) to denote the category whose objects are the 2-natural
transformations!:i.B ::::} F (the "2-cones on F with vertex B") and whose
morphisms are the modifications between them (see 7.3.1).

Definition 7.4.1 We keep the notation we have just described. The
2-limit of F, if it exists, is a pair (L, Jr) where L E ffd is an object of ffd
and Jr: !:i.L ::::} F is a 2-natural transformation such that the functor

ffd(B,L) )2-Cone(B,F)

of composition with Jr is an isomorphism of categories, for each object
BE ffd.

In more explicit terms, we have an arrow JrA: L~F A for every
A E d. Those arrows satisfy F f 0 JrA = JrA' for every f: A~A' in
.91, but also Fa * i 7rA = i 7rA' for every a: f ::::} 9 in d. Now if the family
0'A: B~ F A has analogous properties, there exists a unique morphism
b: B~L such that JrA 0 b = O'A for each A E d. Given another
family O'A.: B~FA with the same properties and the corresponding
factorization b': B~L, and given a family SA: O'A ::::} O'A. of 2-cells
such that Fa 0 SA = SAl for every a as mentioned above, there exists a
unique 2-cell {3: b::::} b' such that SA = i1l"A * {3.
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As usual, the uniqueness of the factorization b in the previous discus­
sion implies immediately:

Proposition 7.4.2 If (L,7r) and (L',7r') are 2-limits of the same 2­
functor F: .91~f!J, there exists an isomorphism b: L~ L' such that
7rA 0 b = 7rA for each A E d. 0

Examples 7.4.3

7.4.3.a In the 2-category of small categories, the product of two cate­
gories .91, f!J is also their 2-product. Indeed write .91 x f!J for this product
and Pd,P:?4 for the two projection functors. Consider now a small cat­
egory C{l and functors F, F': C{l~d, G, G': C{l~f!J, with the corre­
sponding factorizations

The 2-dimensional property indicates that given natural transformations
G: F ::::} F', (3: G ::::} G', there exists a unique natural transformation

'Y: (~) ::::} (~;) such that ip.w * 'Y = G, i piM * 'Y = (3. Indeed, it suffices to

put 'Ye = (~~).

It should be noticed that in some 2-categories, the product of two
objects can exist without being their 2-product (see exercise 7.10.4).

7.4.3.b In the 2-category of small categories, consider the following
diagram:

F

Its 2-limit does exist. It is a subcategory of .91 whose objects A are
characterized by the following two properties

(1) FA = GAj

(2) GA: FA~GA is the identity morphism.

The morphisms to be considered between such objects are those equal­
ized by F and G.

To conclude the present section, we introduce the notion of bilimit
of a 2-functor, on which we shall not dwell very much. The idea is to
have a notion of limit defined "up to equivalence" instead of "up to
isomorphism" .
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Definition 7.4.4 We keep the notation of the beginning of this section.
The bilimit of a 2-functor F: .91~ fJI, if it exists, is a pair (L, 1r) where
L E fJI is an object of fJI and 1r: !::i.L ::::} F is a 2-natural transformation
such that the functor

fJI(B, L)----+) 2-Cone(B, F)

of composition with 1r is an equivalence of categories, for each object
BE fJI.

In more explicit terms, we have an arrow 1rA: L~FA for every
A E d. Those arrows satisfy Flo 1rA = 1rA' for every I: A~A' in
.91, but also Fa * i7rA = i7rA , for every a: I ::::} 9 in d. Now if some
family a A: B~ F A has analogous properties, there exist a morphism
b: B~ L and isomorphic 2-cells 0A: aA ::::} 1rA 0 b for each A E .91, such
that Fa*OA = OA' for each 2-cell a: I::::} gin d. An additional property
must hold. Choose another family a~: B~FA, a corresponding fam­
ily of isomorphic 2-cells O~: a~~ 1rA 0 b'. Given a family BA: aA ::::} a~
of2-cells such that Fa*BA = BA' for every a as mentioned above, there
exists a unique 2-cell (3: b ::::} b' such that O~ 0 BA = (i7rA * (3) 0 0A.

Proposition 7.4.5 Under the conditions ofdefinition 7.4.4, two bilimits
(L, 1r) and (B, a) of the 2-functor F are necessarily weakly equivalent;
this means the existence of factorizations b: B~ Land b': L~B as
just described, together with isomorphic 2-cells l L ~ bob', I B ~ b' 0 b.

Prool With the notation we have just used, we already have an arrow
b: B~ L and an isomorphic modification (0A: a A ::::} 1rA 0 b) AEd. Per­
muting the roles of (L,1r) and (B,a), we obtain an arrow b': L~B
and an isomorphic modification (O~: 1rA ::::} aA 0 b')AEd.

Considering the equivalence of categories

fJI(L, L) ----+)2-Cone(L, F)

one observes that l L is mapped to 1r while bob' is mapped to the 2-natural
transformation (1rA 0 b 0 b')AEd. Those two "cones" are isomorphic via

Coming back along the equivalence, we find finally an isomorphic 2-cell
J.t: iL ::::} bob' such that
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An analogous argument yields an isomorphic 2-cellv: iB * b' 0 b such
that

o
To prove that band b', in the previous proof, actually constitute an

equivalence in the sense of definition 7.1.2, it is necessary to check the
two triangular conditions. For example, the first condition means

This is a compatibility condition between v and Jl, which have been
constructed from two different equivalences given by definition 7.4.4.
The best one can do is prove the existence of an isomorphic modification
connecting the two sides of the equality. To get the equality, it would
be necessary to strengthen definition 7.4.4 by requiring the existence of
a coherent choice of the adjoints in the various equivalences; but this is
most often impossible to verify in examples.

7.5 Lax functors and pseudo-functors

Just because many categorical constructions are defined "up to isomor­
phism" , some constructions are functorial ... up to isomorphism! This is
precisely the idea of what a pseudo-functor is. The notion of a lax func­
tor is even weaker: it requires just functoriality up to arbitrary 2-cells
instead of isomorphic ones.

Definition 7.5.1 A lax functor F: .91~81 between 2-categories .91, 81
consists of the following data:

(1) for every object A E .91, an object FA E 81;

(2) for every pair of objects A, BEd, a functor

FAB: d(A,B) )fJI(FA,FB);

(3) for every triple of objects A, B, C E .91, a natural transformation
(see diagram 7.9)

"(ABC: CFA,FB,FC 0 (FAB X FBe) * FAC 0 CABC;

(4) for every object A E .91, a natural transformation (see diagram 7.10)

8A: UFA * FAA 0 UA·

The natural transformations "( and 8 are required to satisfy the following
coherence axioms.
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IABY' lFAC

) PJ(FA,FC)CFA,FB,FC
Diagram 7.9

1 UA )d(A,A)

oy lFAA

1 )PJ(FA,FA)UFA

Diagram 7.10

7.5 Lax functors and pseudo-functors

d(A,B) x d(B,C) --=C~AB~C"---__-+) d(A,C)

FAB x FBcl

PJ(FA,FB) x PJ(FB,FC)

(1) Composition axiom: for every triple of arrows

A f )B 9 )C h )D

in d, the following equality between 2-cells holds (see diagram 7.11):

Igoj,h 0 (iFh * Ij,g) = Ij,hog 0 (Jg,h * iFj),
where, for simplicity, we have written Ij,g instead of ('ABc)U,g).

(2) Unit axiom: for every arrow f: A~B in d, the following equali­
ties between 2-cells hold (see diagram 7.12):

11A,! 0 (iFf *OA) = iFj, Ij,lB 0 (OA * iFj) = iFf,
where, for simplicity, we have written OA instead of (OA)*.

When the natural transformations I ABC and 0A are natural isomor­
phisms, F is called a pseudo-functor.

Definition 7.5.2 Consider two lax functors F, G: d~8I between
2-categories d,8I. A lax-natural transformation a: F ::::} G consists in
the following data:

(1) for every object A E d, a morphism aA: FA~GA;
(2) for every pair of objects A, BEd, a natural transformation

TAB: 8I(aA, 1) 0 GAB::::} 81(1, aB) 0 FAB
(see diagram 7.13), where 8I(aA, 1) and 81(1, aB) are the functors
obtained by fixing aA or aB in the bifunctors of composition.

JThese data are required to satisfy the following coherence axioms, where
OF, IF, oG, , G are the natural transformations of 7.5.1, respectively for
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Fh 0 Fg 0 Ff iFh *"If,g ) Fh 0 F(g 0 f)

~g.h * iFf1 l~gOf'h
F(h 0 g) 0 Ff-----:"I:-;-f-,h-og-~) F(h 0 9 0 f)

Diagram 7.11

Ff 0 IFA iFf *{j~Ff 0 FIA IFS 0 Ff (jA * iFf)F(ls) 0 Ff

iFfl l~lA'/ iFfl l~f,lB

Ff )F(f 0 lA) Ff )F(ls 0 f)
iFf iFf

Diagram 7.12

F and G. We keep the same abbreviated notation as in 7.5.1 and also
write 7f instead of (7AS)f·

(1) For each object A E .91, the following equality between 2-cells holds
(see diagram 7.14):

7IA 0 ({j~ * iaA ) 0 iaA = (iaA * (j~) 0 iaA .

(2) For each pair of arrows

A f) B g) C

in .91, the following equality between 2-cells holds (see diagram 7.15):

(iac *"If,g) 0 (7g * if) 0 (iGg *7f) = 7gof 0 ("(f,g * i aA )·

When F, G are pseudo-functors and each 7 AS is a natural isomorphism,
a is called a pseudo-natural transformation.

Definition 7.5.3 Consider two lax functors F, G: d~f!d between
2-categories .91, f!d and two lax-natural transformations a, 13: F * G. A
modification S: a '"'-" 13 is a family

SA: aA * I3A
of2-cells off!d, for every object A E d. Such a family is required to satisfy
the following property: for every pair ofmorphisms f,g: A~A' of .91
and every 2-cell a: f * g, the equality

holdsin 11.
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d(A,B) FAB )P4(FA,FB)

GABl TAy lal(l,UB)

P4(GA,GB)P4( )P4(FA,GB)
aA,1

Diagram 7.13

-----.--8--=p=------).) aA 0 F(IA)
~QA * A

Diagram 7.14
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In particular, this definition applies when F, G are just pseudo-func­
tors or even 2-functors (see 7.3.1).

The reader will observe that when all coherent isomorphisms in defini­
tions 7.5.1, 7.5.2 are just identities, we recapture the notions of 2-functor
and 2-natural transformations. We leave to the reader the straightfor­
ward proof of the following proposition:

Proposition 7.5.4 There exists a 3-category structure constructed on
the following data.

• Objects: the 2-categories.

• Arrows: the lax functors.

• 2-cells: the lax-natural transformations.

• 3-cells: the modifications.

An analogous statement holds with "lax" replaced by "pseudo". 0

We refer to section 7.6 and chapter 8, volume 2, for examples of prob­
lems using pseudo-functors and pseudo-natural transformations.

Finally let us mention that in the case of lax functors and lax nat­
ural transformations, the notions can be in some manner dualized by
reversing the direction of the 2-cells '"Y, 15, T.
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iG *7f T * ifGgoGfOGA 9 ) GgoGBoFf 9 ) GcoFgoFf

G(g 0 f) 0 GA
7 gof

Diagram 7.15

1iOO *7t"

GC 0 F(g 0 f)

7.6 Lax limits and pseudo-limits

Pseudo-functors and lax functors emphasize the idea of replacing com­
mutative diagrams by diagrams which commute up to isomorphism or
even up to 2-cell. The classical notion of limit is precisely based 'on
the idea of making commutative a family of triangles. The notions in­
troduced in section 7.5 will allow us to introduce new corresponding
notions of limits.

First of all, let us consider 2-categories .xl, 81, with .xl small. For every
object B E 81, we consider as in section 7.4 the constant 2-functor on B
written D..B: .xl~fJI; in particular, this is a pseudo-functor and a lax
functor where the coherent isomorphisms are just identities. Given a lax
functor F: .xl~fJI, a lax-cone on F with vertex BE 81 is a lax-natural
transformation D..B ::::} F; we write Lax-Cone(B, F) for the category of
these lax-cones and modifications between them. In the same way a
pseudo-cone on F with vertex B E 81 is a pseudo-natural transformation
D..B ::::} F and we write Ps-Cone(B, F) for the corresponding category of
pseudo-cones and modifications between them.

Definition 7.6.1 We use the notation we have just described. The
lax limit of a lax functor F: .xl~81 between 2-categories .xl, 81, if it
exists, is a pair (L, 11") where L E 81 is an object of 81 and 11": D..L ::::} F is
a lax-natural transformation such that the functor

81(B, L) ) Lax-Cone(B, F)

of composition with 11" is an isomorphism of categories, for each object
B E 81. Replacing "lax" by ''pseudo'' in the previous definition, we get
the notion of pseudo-limit of a pseudo-functor.

Even when F is an actual 2-functor, the notions of lax limit, pseudo­
limit and 2-limit of F produce results which are, in general, completely
different. To emphasize this, let us write in more explicit terms the
definition of the lax limit of F, in the case where F is a 2-functor.
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The lax limit is given by a family 71"A: L------'tFA of arrows, for every
object A E .xl, and a family 7f: Flo 71"A ::::} 7TA' of 2-cells, for each arrow
I: A------'tA' in .xl. These data are such that TIA = inA for each A and

7g 0 (lFg *7f) = 7gof

for each pair of composable arrows A~A'~A" in.xl. Given other
f?,milies O"A: B------'tFA, Of: Flo O"A ::::} O"A' with analogous properties,
there exists a unique arrow b: B ------'t L such that 7TA 0 b = 0"A for each
A E .xl and 7f * I b = Of for every I: A------'tA'. Now choose on the same
object B two additional families O"~: B ------'t FA, Of: F I OO"~ ::::} O"~, with
analogous properties and the corresponding factorization b': B ------'t L;
choose also a family of 2-cells SA: 0"A ::::} O"~ such that for every pair
I, g: A~A' of morphisms and every 2-cell a: I ::::} g, the relation

O'g 0 (Fa *SA) = SA' 0 Of

holds; under these conditions, there must exist a unique 2-cell{3: b ::::} b'
such that for every A E .xl, inA * {3 = SA.

As usual, the uniqueness of the factorization b in the previous discus­
sion (or more precisely the corresponding discussion for a lax functor)
implies immediately:

Proposition 7.6.2 If (L, 7T) and (L, 7T') are two lax limits of the same lax
functor F: .xl ------'tf!J, they are isomorphic. A corresponding statement
holds for the pseudo-limit of a pseudo-functor. 0

Example 7.6.3

Let us choose for f?J' the 2-category with three objects 0,1,2, two non­
trivial arrows I------'tO and 2 ------'to, and no non-trivia12-cells. A 2-functor
P: f?J' ------'t Cat to the 2-category of small categories is just the choice of
two functors F: .xl ------'t~, G: f!J------'t~. Even in this trivial case where
no 2-cells are involved a priori, let us observe the striking differences
between the notions of 2-limit, pseudo-limit and lax limit.

The 2-limit of P is just the usual pullback of F, G. The objects of the
limit .P are the pairs (A, B) with A E .xl, B E f!J and FA = GB; an
arrow (/, g): (A, B) ------'t (A', B') is a pair I: A------'tA', g: B ------'tB' of
arrows in .xl and f!J respectively, such that F I = Gg. The projections
are the obvious ones. Thus the pullback of F, G coincides with their
2-pullback.

The lax limit object of the functor P is the category .P whose ob­
jects are the quintuples (A,f,C,g,B), with A E .91, B E f!J, C E~,



302 Bicategories and distributors

I: FA -----"t C and g: GB -----"t C. An arrow

(A, I, c, g, B) ----+) (A',!" C', g', B')

is a triple (a, c, b) with a: A -----"t A', b: B -----"t B', c: C -----"t C' and coI =

!'oFa, cog = g' oGb. The projections are the obvious ones. The required
natural transformations

take values I, 9 on the object (A, I, C, g, B).
The pseudo-limit of the functor P is constructed in an analogous way,

restricting one's attention to those quintuples (A, I, C, g, B) where I and
9 are isomorphisms.

In particular, it should be observed that none of the previous construc­
tions gives the comma category (F, G), as defined in 1.6.1. The comma
construction is in fact an example of a weighted 2-limit (see chapter 6,
volume 2).

7.7 Bicategories

In sections 7.5, 7.6 we have indicated that since many constructions
in category theory are just defined "up to isomorphism", it is sensible
to consider constructions which are functorial "up to isomorphism" (or
even up to 2-cell). But in some cases this leads to the consideration
of category-like objects ... where the axioms for a category are just
satisfied "up to isomorphism" (or even up to 2-cell).

This is the object of the notion of a bicategory. To be coherent with the
terminology of the previous sections, it would be better to say "pseudo­
category", but the term "bicategory" is now universal for the structure
described in 7.7.1.

Definition 7.7.1 A bicategoryd is specifled by the following data:

(1) a class 1.911 of "objects" (also called "O-cells");
(2) for each pair A, B of objects, a small category d(A, B) whose ob­

jects are called "arrows" (or "morphisms" or "l-cells") and whose
morphisms are called "2-cells"; we write a 0 (3 for the composite of
the 2-cells a, (3;

(3) for each triple A, B, C of objects, a composition law given by a
functor

CABC: d(A, B) x d(B, C) ---+)d(A, C);
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d(A, B) x d(B, C) x d(C, D)r----"l"-x----"-"CB"-'=C'-'='D'--~),d(A,B) x d(B, D)

CABC XIi o<ABCy

d(A,C) X d(C, D) -----:::CA~C=D---~)d(A,D)

Diagram 7.16

C::! C::!

1 x d(A,B)( d(A, B) )d(A,B)xl

iA XIi AAB PAm 11 x iB
~

d(A, A) x d(A, B) CAAB)d(A,B)(CABB d(A, B) x d(B,B)

Diagram 7.17

given arrows f: A----*B, g: B----*C of the bicategory d, we write
go f for their composite cABC(f, g); given other arrows f': A ----* B,
g': B ----* C and 2-cells 'Y: f ::::} f', 8: 9 ::::} g', we write 8* 'Y for their
composite cABC ('Y, 8);

(4) for each object A E d, an "identity arrow" 1A: A----*A; we write
iA for the identity 2-cell on 1A.

The associativity and identity axioms are now replaced by the existence
of some isomorphisms, which are thus part of the data for a bicategory.

(1) Associativity isomorphisms: for each quadruple ofobjects A, B, C, D
of d, a natural isomorphism

(XABCD: CACD 0 (CABC X 1) ::::} CABD 0 (1 x CBCD)

(see diagram 7.16).
(2) Unit isomorphisms: for each pair of objects A, BEd, two natural

isomorphisms

AAB: I::::} CAAB 0 (iA xl), PAB: I::::} CABB 0 (1 x iB)

(see diagram 7.17).

Those various data are required to satisfy coherence conditions expressed
by the following axioms.

(1) Associativity coherence: given arrows

A f )B 9 ) C h ) D_....:..k",---)-) E,

the following equality holds (see diagram 7.18):
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((koh)og)olag,h,k*if)(ko(hog))ol af,ho9,k)ko((hog)0/)

a f,g,kok1 iik • a f,g,k

(k 0 h) 0 (g 0 J) ) k 0 (h 0 (g 0 J))
agof,h,k

Diagram 7.18

(goiB)ol af,lB'9)go(iBOJ)

pg~ /-Af
gol

Diagram 7.19

(ik *af,g,h) 0 af,hog,k 0 (ag,h,k * if) = agof,h,k 0 af,g,koh.

where we have written af,g,h instead of(aABcD)U,g,h)' just for sim­
plicity.

(2) Identity coherence: given arrows

A I )B 9 ),e
the following equality holds (see diagram 7.19):

(ig *Af) 0 af,lB,g = Pg * if,

where, for simplicity again, we have written Af, Pg instead of (AAB) f,

(PBc)g.

Clearly, one could have considered an even more general notion where
the associativity and identity isomorphisms a, A, P are replaced by or­
dinary natural transformations, something one could have called a "lax
category" .

We leave to the reader the work of defining pseudo-functors and lax
functors between bicategories and the corresponding notions of pseudo­
limit, lax limit and even pseudo-bilimit or lax bilimit.

It is lengthy but straightforward to check that bicategories, lax func­
tors and lax-natural transformations constitute a new bicategory and
even, taking into account the modifications, something which could be
called a tricategory. An analogous statement holds with "lax" replaced
by "pseudo".

If all generalizations we have just mentioned are quite straightforward
to define, the axioms nevertheless take a quite heavy form because of all
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I B 0 f 1]*if )(log)of a f,g,h ) f 0 (g 0 J)

Afl }f H

f )f 0 lA
Pf

i * 1]
a-I

golB 9 )go(log) g,f,g ) (g 0 J) 0 9

p'l l,*i'
9 ) lA 0 9

Ag

Diagram 7.20

the coherent isomorphisms it is necessary to introduce. As an example,
let us make explicit the notion of an adjoint pair in a bicategory.

Definition 7.7.2 Let d be a bicategory. Two arrows f: A----)-B and
g: B ----)- A are part of an adjoint pair when there exist 2-cells

1]: IB * fog, €: go f * lA
which satisfy the following equalities (see diagram 7.20):

(if *€) 0 af,g,h 0 (1] * if) = Pf 0 Af,

(€ * ig) 0 a;'},g 0 (ig * 1]) = Ag 0 Pg.

The reader will observe that, in this definition, we have used explicitly
the fact that a is an isomorphism, not just a natural transformation.

Example 7.7.3

Let ~ be a small category with pullbacks. We shall construct the bicat­
egory of spans of~, closely related with the constructions of section 5.2
concerning the calculus of fractions. We use freely the axiom of choice.

The objects are those of ~ and a morphism A----)-B is now a span
on A,B, Le. a pair of arrows f: X----)-A, g: X----)-B of ~ (see dia­
gram 7.21) with an arbitrary domain X. A 2-cell a: (I,g) * (I',g')
between two spans on A, B is just a morphism a: X ----)- X' such that
/' 0 ex. = f, g' 0 a = gj see diagram 7.21. The composition of ~ immedi­
ately induces the structure of a category on the spans from A to B.
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x

/i~
A a: B

~l/
X'

Diagram 7.21

z

/~
X Y

/~/~
ABC

Diagram 7.22

Given two spans (f, g): A----+B and (h, k): B----+C, we define their
composite as

(h,k) o (f,g) = (fox,koy),

see diagram 7.22, where (x,y) is one arbitrarily specified pullback of
(g, h). Given other spans (f', g'): A----+B, (h', k'): B----+C, we specify
in the same way a pullback (x', y') of (g', h') and the corresponding
composite

(h', k') 0 (f', g') = (f' 0 x', k' 0 y').

Now given 2-cells

a: (f,g) '* (f',g'), (3: (h,k) '* (h',k'),

the equality

g' 0 a 0 x = 9 0 x = hoy = h' 0 (3 0 y

in ((J implies the existence of a unique factorization "/: Z ----+ Z' through
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A

/,
A A

Diagram 7.23
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the pullback (x', y'), with x' 0, = a 0 x, y' 0, = f3 0 y. From the relations

I' 0 x' 0, = !' 0 a 0 x = lox, k' 0 y' 0, = k' 0 f3 0 y = k 0 y,

we deduce that ,: (lox, k 0 y) ::::} (I' 0 x', k' 0 y') is a 2-cell, which we
choose as f3 * a.

Since pullbacks are defined up to isomorphism and we made an ar­
bitrary choice of them, we conclude that the associativity in the com­
position of spans holds up to isomorphism. This allows the definition
of a natural isomorphism a ,as in 7.7.1. If one chooses to specify the
identity always as the pullback of an identity arrow, one can choose the
identity span (lA, lA) (see diagram 7.23) as identity on A and the iden­
tity natural transformations as isomorphisms >.., p in 7.7.1. We leave the
verifications to the reader.

Example 7.7.4

Another canonical example of a bicategory can be found in the theory of
bimodules. We choose as objects the rings with identity. An arrow from
the ring R to the ring B is an (R, B)-bimodule M: this is an abelian
group M provided with the structure of a left R-module and a right
B-module, the axiom

r(ms) = (rm)s

being satisfied for all elements r E R, m EM, s E B.
Given two (R, B)-bimodules M, N, we choose as 2-cells from M to

N the (R, B)-linear mappings I: M ------'tN, thus the group homomor­
phisms which are both R-linear on the left and B-linear on the right.
This yields immediately a category Bim(R, B) of (R, B)-bimodules and
their homomorphisms.

For a third ring T, the composition

Bim(R, B) x Bim(B, T)--~)Bim(R, T)

is just the ''tensor product" functor. Indeed given an (R, B)-bimodule M
and an (B, T)-bimodule N, the tensor product M®sN over B produces
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an (R, T)-bimodule. This construction is well-known to be functorial.
Now "the" tensor product of bimodules is associative in the sense that
given rings R, 8, T, V, an (R,8)-bimodule L, a (8, T)-bimodule M and
a (T, V)-bimodule N, there exists a canonical isomorphism

L0s(M0TN) ~ (L0sM)0TN.

Moreover, given a ring R, this ring R itself can be seen as an (R, R)­
bimodule and, up to an isomorphism, is an identity for tensoring over
R.

From these considerations, the reader can check that we have effec­
tively defined a bicategory of rings, bimodules and homomorphisms of
bimodules.

7.8 Distributors

Roughly speaking, a distributor is to a functor what a relation is to a
mapping.

More precisely, a set can be seen as a discrete category; the hom-sets
are just the empty set (when the objects are different) and the singleton
(when the objects are equal); in the definition of a category, the empty
set and the singleton are replaced by arbitrary sets of morphisms.

The way one represents graphically a relation from a set A to a set
B is to draw an arrow from a E A to b E B when those elements are
in relation and no arrow when they are not. Once more with each pair
(a, b) E A x B we have associated a set of arrows which is just the
singleton (when a, b are in relation) or the empty set (when a, b are not
in relation). The correct generalization to the case of categories d, f!J
will be to define a "categorical relation" from d to ffd by associating
an arbitrary set of "formal arrows" with each pair (a, b) E d x ffd of
objects. Clearly, such a "categorical relation" must be functorial with
respect to the arrows of d and ffd. Now intuitively, giving a relation
from d to ffd must be equivalent to giving the opposite relation from
f!J to d obtained by "reversing the direction of all formal arrows". To
avoid inelegant contravariant behaviour in subsequent results, we in fact
define a distributor from d to ffd as being a "categorical relation" from
f!J to d.

Definition 7.8.1 Bya distributor (also called profunctor or bimodule)
.£rom a category d to a category fIJ, we mean a bifunctor

4>: fIJ* x d ) Set.
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We shall write ¢: d ~fJI to indicate that ¢ is a distributor from d
to fJI. Given two distributors ¢, 'ljJ: d ~fJI, a morphism of distributors
a: ¢::::} 'ljJ is just a natural transformation a: ¢::::} 'ljJ.

In particular, when d , fJI are small, the distributors from d to fJI
and their morphisms organize themselves in a category Dist(d, fJI), for
the usual composition of natural transformations.

We are now going to introduce a composition law which will allow us
to present the distributors as arrows of a bicategory. Let us recall that
given two relations R: A----+B, S: B----+C between sets, the relation
So R: A----+C is given by

(a, c) E SoR iff :3b E B (a, b) E Rand (b,c) E S

Going back to the graphic representation of a relation, we view (a, b) E R
as a formal arrow from a to b and in the same way for (b, c); (a, c) can
thus be thought of as the formal composite of those formal arrows. In
an analogous way, given two distributors ¢: d ~fJI and 'ljJ: fJI~C{l,
thought of as "categorical relations" from fJI to d and from C{l to fJI, two
elements

x E ¢(B,A), y E'ljJ(C,B)

could be thought of as formal arrows

A<·····f······B<·····lI.······C

yielding a formal composite arrow xy E ('ljJo¢)(C,A). Now since fJI is a
category, not just a set, we can have the situation

x E ¢(B, A), bE fJI(B', B), y E 'ljJ(C, B'),

A< f B< b B'<·····lI.······C,

and clearly we want a relation of the type x(by) = (xb)y between the
corresponding formal composites. It remains to define all those "formal
composites". Observe that the formal composite xb E ¢(B', A) can be
defined as the element ¢(b, l)(x); in the same way by = 'ljJ(1, b)(y).

Proposition 7.8.2 Small categories, distributors and morphisms of
distributors organize themselves in a bicategory.

Proof We have already observed that given two small categories d, fJI,
the distributors from d to fJI and their morphisms organize themselves
in a category.



310 Bicategories and distributors

Now choose two distributors ¢: d ~rJ4 and 'ljJ: rJ4~~. We shall
define their composite 'ljJ 0 ¢: d ~~. Given objects A E d, C E ~ we
put

('ljJo¢)(C,A) = llBe~'ljJ(C,~) x ¢(B,A)

where the equivalence relation is that generated by all pairs

(y,¢(b,l)(x)) ~ ('ljJ(l,b)(y),x)

for all x E ¢(B, A), b E rJ4(B', B), y E 'ljJ(C, B'). We must still define
'ljJ 0 ¢ on the arrows. Choosing a: A----+A' in d and c: C' ----+C in~,

('ljJ 0 ¢) (a, c) maps the equivalence class of the pair

(v,u) E 'ljJ(C,B) x ¢(B,A)

to the equivalence class of the pair

('ljJ(c, l)(v),¢(l,a)(u)) E 'ljJ(C',B) x ¢(B,A').

This definition is compatible with the equivalence relations defining 'ljJo¢;
indeed, with the previous notation,

('ljJo¢)(a,c) [(y,¢(b, l)(x))] = [('ljJ(c,l)(y),¢(l,a)¢(b,l)(X))]

= [('ljJ(c,l)(y),¢(b,a)(x))]

= [('ljJ(c, l)(y), ¢(b, 1)¢(1, a)(x))]

= [('ljJ(1, b)'ljJ(c, l)(y), ¢(1, a)(x))]

= [('ljJ(c, b)(y),¢(l, a)(x))]

= [('ljJ(c, 1)'ljJ(1, b)(y), ¢(l,a)(x))]

= ('ljJo ¢)(a,c) [('ljJ(l,b)(y),x)].

This defines the mapping

('ljJ 0 ¢)(c, a): ('ljJ 0 cp)(C,A)--~) ('ljJ 0 ¢)(C', A').

It is straightforward to check that 'ljJ 0 cp is actually a bifunctor, thus a
distributor d ~t:t.

Now choose other distributors a: d ---e-+ff1, r: ff1---e-+t:t and two mor­
phisms of distributors a: ¢ =? a, {3: 'ljJ =? r. We must define a morphism
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of distributors (3 *a: 'ljJ 0 ¢ ::::} 70 a. To define ((3 *a)cA we map the
equivalence class of the pair

(v,U) E 'ljJ(C,B) x ¢(B,A)

to the equivalence class of the pair

((3cB(v),aBA(U)) E 7(C,B) x a(B,A).

This definition is compatible with the equivalence relations defining 'ljJo¢
and 7 0 a; indeed, with the previous notation,

((3* a)cA[(y,¢(b, l)(x))] = [((3cBI(y),aB1A¢(b,1)(x))]

= [((3CBI(y),a(b,l)aBA(x))]

= [(7(1,b)(3CBI(y),aBA(x))]

= [((3CB'ljJ(l, b)(y), aBA(x))]

= ((3*a)cA[('ljJ(l,b)(y),x)].

This defines a mapping

It is straightforward to check that (3 *a is a natural transformation and,
finally, that we have defined a bifunctor of composition

Dist(d, f!I) x Dist(f!I, C6') ----+) Dist(d, C6').

The composite 'ljJ 0 e.p of two distributors has been obtained via colimit
processes in the category of sets. For these colimits to exist, observe it
was necessary to assume f!I small. But those colimits are just defined up
to an isomorphism. For this reason one can only prove the associativity
law up to an isomorphism.

As far as identities are concerned, we have to specify a distinguished
distributor i.s/: d ~d. This is just the hom-functor

d: d* x d-----+)$et, (A, A') 1---+ d(A,A').

Indeed choose a distributor 'ljJ: d ~C6'. When computing the colimit

('ljJ 0 d)(C, A) = llBE.s/'ljJ(C,~ x d(B, A),

we observe that the equivalence relation is generated by the pairs

(y,xob):::::; ('ljJ(l,b)(y),x)
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where x E d(B, A), b E d(B', B) and y E 'l/J( C, B'). In particular, given
(v, u) E 'l/J(C, B) x d(B, A),

[(v, u)] = [(v, lA 0 u)] = [('l/J(lc, u)(v), l A)],

so that we can write

('l/Jod)(C,A) ~ 'l/J(C, A)
~

where the equivalence relation is generated by the pairs

'l/J(lc, x 0 b)(y) ~ 'l/J(lc, x)'l/J(lc, b)(y)

for all x E d(B, A), b E d(B', B) and y E 'l/J(C, B'). But those pairs are
pairs of equal elements, so that finally ('l/J 0 d)(C,A) ~ 'l/J(C, A). Once
more we have found an isomorphism, not an identity. An analogous
argument holds when composing with a distributor ¢: f!)~d.

It is now a lengthy but easy job to verify that all the axioms for a
bicategory are satisfied. 0

Example 7.8.3

Consider a functor F: .91 ----:o;f!J. This yields two bifunctors

F*: .91* x f!J----:o;set, (A, B) 1-+ f!J(FA, B),

F*: f!J* x .91 ----:0; Set, (B, A) 1-+ f!J(B, FA),

thus two distributors

o ).91, F*: .91 o ) f!J.

Example 7.8.4

Consider now two functors F, G: d~f!J and a natural transformation
a: F ::::} G. This yields two natural transformations defined by

(a*)AB: f!J(GA, B)----:o;f!J(FA, B), (a*)AB = f!J(aA, IB),

(a*)BA: f!J(B, F A)----:o;f!J(B, GA), (a*)BA = f!J(IB' aA),

thus two morphisms of distributors

Let us write Cat for the 2-category of small categories, functors and
natural transformations and Dist for the bicategory of small categories:
distributors and natural transformations.
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&I(FA, FA) (3PA,A )&I(FA, GA)

.'JIU, IFA)1 l.'JIu,IGA)

&I(B, F A)-----::-~)&I(B, GA)
(3B,A

Diagram 7.24
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Proposition 7.8.5 There exists an injective pseudo-functor

</>: Cat ) Dist

with the property that for each pair of categories d, &I

</>.sI,f4: Fun(d,&I) ) Dist(</>d,</>&I)
is full and faithful.

Proof Just define </>(d) = d, </>(F) = F* and </>(a) = a*. This clearly
defines a pseudo-functor.

To prove the last assertion, choose two functors F, G: d~&I; we
must prove that the mapping

Nat(F,G)------+) Nat(F*,G*), a 1---+ a*

is a bijection. First of all observe that given A E d

apA,A: &I(FA,FA)----'»&I(FA, GA)

maps 1PA to aA; this proves the injectivity. Now starting from a natural
transformation (3: F* ::::} G*, it suffices to consider for every A E d

(3PA,A: &I(FA, FA)----'»&I(FA, GA)

and put aA = (3PA,A(1PA). The naturality of (3 immediately implies
that of a. Moreover, considering the commutative diagram 7.24 where
f E &I(B, FA), we conclude that

(3B,A(J) = (3B,A 0 &I(J, 1PA)(lPA) = &I(J, 1CA) 0 (3PA,A(1PA)

= (3PA,A(l PA) 0 f = aA 0 f = a'B,A(J),

proving the relation (3 = a* .
The pseudo-functor </> is certainly injective on the objects (it is the

identity!); it remains to prove it is injective on the arrows. If two functors
F, G: d~/JI are such that F* = G*, then given A E d, &I(FA, FA) =
aJ(FA,GA) and we deduce that 1PA is also a morphism FA~GA;
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this yields FA = GA (to be precise, we have to assume the disjointness
of the various sets of morphisms in 81, which is no restriction at all).
Finally choosing in .91 a morphism a: A ----+ A',

F(a) = F*(1FA,a)(lFA) = G*(lcA,a)(lcA) = G(a). 0

Proposition 7.8.5 justifies our choice of defining a distributor d---B--+81
as something which appears intuitively as a categorical relation from 81
to d. Making the opposite choice would have inverted the direction of
the arrows in Dist, but not that of the 2-cells. Therefore ¢ would have
been contravariant on the arrows and covariant on the 2-cells (or the
converse if defining ¢(F) = F*, ¢(a) = a*): a situation which is not
very elegant to handle, especially when one intends to view Cat as a
2-sub-category of Dist.

7.9 Cauchy completeness versus distributors

One of the reasons why distributors have been introduced is actually to
produce a formal adjoint to every functor. Indeed, with the notation of
7.8.3

Proposition 7.9.1 Consider a functor F: .91 ----+81 between small cat­
egories. The distributor F*: fJI---B--+d is right adjoint to the distributor
F*: .91 ---B--+81 which, in view of 7.8.5, is the "functor F embedded in
Dist".

Proof Let us first compute F*oF* and F*oF*. Given objects A, A' E .91,
B, B' E 81,

(F* °F*)(A, A') = IlBE.\ffJI(FA, B) x fJI(B, FA') ,
::::::

(F* °F*)(B, B') = IlAEdfJI(B, FA) x fJI(FA, B').
::::::

We must produce natural transformations

TJ: .91 ::::} F* °F* , c:: F* °F* ::::} 81

satisfying the conditions of 7.7.2.
First of all, in the definition of (F* °F*)(A, A') observe that given

FA' ( x' B ( x FA FA,

x' E ~(B, FA') and x E fJI(FA, B), we get an equivalent pair

(x, x') :::::: (lFA' x' 0 x).
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This implies the isomorphism

(F* 0 F*)(A, A') ~ Bl(FA, FA')
~

where the equivalence is now induced by

yo(box)~(yob)ox, yEBl(B',FA'), bEBl(B,B'), xEBl(FA,B).

Thus the equivalence on Bl(FA, FA') is generated by pairs of equal mor­
phisms so that finally

(F* 0 F*)(A, A') ~ Bl(FA, FA').

This lets us define 'rJAA' as the mapping

'rJAA': d (A, A') ------+)Bl(FA, FA'), a 1-+ Fa.

Consider now the definition of (F* 0 F*)(B, B'). Given a pair of ele­
ments (b, b') E Bl(B, FA) x Bl(FA, B'), we get b' 0 b E Bl(B, B'). This
construction is compatible with the equivalence relation involved in the
definition of (F* 0 F*) (B, B'); indeed, given b: B~FA, a: A~A'
and b': F A'~B', we have an equivalent pair

(b, b' 0 F(a)) ~ (F(a) 0 b, b')

and clearly (b' 0 F(a))b = b'(F(a) 0 b). This yields a mapping

eBB': (F*oF*)(B,B') )Bl(B,B'), [(b,b')] I-+b'ob.

We leave to the reader the straightforward verifications that 'rJ, e are
natural and satisfy the conditions of 7.7.2. 0

Having in mind proposition 7.9.1, one might wonder if actual functors
F: d ~Bl can be exactly characterized as those distributors d----e--'?Bl
which have a right adjoint. The answer is "yes, if and only if Bl is Cauchy
complete."

Let us write 1 for the final category. A distributor l----e--'? d is just a
contravariant functor d*~Set. Therefore we can view the covariant
Yoneda embedding as a functor

Y: d------+) Fun(d*, Set) ~ Dist(l, d).

Proposition 7.9.2 Consider a distributor ¢: l----e--'?d where d is a
small category. The following conditions are equivalent:

(1) the distributor ¢ has a right adjoint 'ljJ;
(2) via the isomorphism Fun(d*, Set) ~ Dist(l, d), ¢ is isomorphic to

a retract of a representable functor.
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Proof Suppose 'ljJ is right adjoint to ¢. We thus have two functors

¢: .91* ----+)Set, 'ljJ: .91----+)Set.

Since 1 has a single object and a single arrow (the identity), the two
composites are given by

¢ 0 'ljJ: .91* x .91 ) Set,

where :::::: is the equivalence relation generated by

(x, (¢f)(y)) :::::: (('ljJf)(x),y)

for every f: A~A', x E 'ljJA, y E ¢A' (see 7.8.1).
The two canonical morphisms of the adjunction, c: ¢ 0 'ljJ ::::} Is¥" and

'f/: 11 ::::} 'ljJ 0 ¢, are thus

• a family of mappings cA,B: ¢Ax'ljJB~d(A, B), natural in A and
B,

• an element 'f/* E ('ljJ 0 ¢)(*, *).

Since ('ljJ 0 ¢)(*, *) is defined as a quotient, choose an object C E .91 and
an element (u, v) E 'ljJC x ¢C such that 'f/* = [(u, v) ] .

In order to express the triangular identities for adjointness, let us
compute

¢ 0 'ljJ 0 ¢: .91* ----+)Set, 'ljJ 0 ¢ 0 'ljJ: .91----+)Set,

(¢ 0 'ljJ 0 ¢) (A) ~ (¢ 0 ('ljJ 0 ¢)) (A) ~ ¢A x ('ljJ 0 ¢)(*, *)

~ ((¢o'ljJ) o¢)(A) ~ IlB¢(A) x 'ljJ(B) x ¢(B) ,
::::::1

('ljJ 0 ¢ 0 'ljJ)(B) ~ (('ljJ 0 ¢) 0 'ljJ)(B) ~ ('ljJ 0 ¢)(*, *) x ¢(B)

~ ('ljJo (¢o'ljJ))(B) ~ IlA'ljJ(A) x ¢(A) x 'ljJ(B) ,
::::::2

where ::::::1 is the equivalence relation generated by

(a,b,¢(f)(c)):::::: (a,'ljJ(f)(b),c)

for a E ¢A, bE 'ljJB, c E ¢B', f: B~B', while ::::::2 is the equivalence
relation generated by

(r, ¢(f)(s), t) :::::: ('ljJ(f) (r), s, t)
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for r E 'l/JA, S E ¢A', t E 'l/JB, f: A~A'.
Consider now the first relation for adjunction in 7.7.2; up to canonical

natural isomorphisms, we can write it ('l/J * c) 0 (T/ * 'l/J) ~ 1",. Via the
previous computations, this means just, for x E 'l/JB,

x = ('l/J *C)B 0 (T/ * 'l/J)B(X)

= ('l/J * c)B [ (u, v, x) ]

= 'l/J(cCB(V, x))(u).

Next we consider the second relation for the adjunction, which reduces
to (c *¢) 0 (¢ * T/) ~ 1", up to canonical natural isomorphisms. Given
Y E ¢A, this relation means

Y = (c *¢) A 0 (¢ * T/) A (y)

= (c *¢)A [(Y, U, v)]

= ¢(cAc(Y,U))(V).

Let us prove now that ¢ is a retract of the representable functor
d(-, C), seen as a distributor f: l--e-4d. One easily defines two nat­
ural transformations

,: ¢ => d(-, C), ,A(Y) = CAc(Y, u),

8: .91(-, C) => ¢, 8B(g) = ¢(g)(v),

where A, B E '(J, Y E ¢A, g: B~C. Clearly, , is natural since c
is and 8 is natural just because ¢ is a functor. The second triangular
equality for adjointness can be rewritten 8A 0 ,A(Y) = Y, which proves
that 80, = i",. Thus ¢ is indeed a retract of d(-, C).

Conversely suppose we are given

,: ¢ => .91(-, C), 8: .91(-, C) => ¢

such that 80, = i",. The composite

,08: .91(-, C) => .91(-, C)

is an idempotent on d(-, C). Since the Yoneda embedding is full and
faithful (see 1.5.2),,08 = .91(-, e) for some idempotent e: C~C in
d. Now consider the idempotent natural transformation

d(e,-): d(C,-) => d(C,-).

Since Fun(d, Set) is complete (see 2.15.2), idempotents split (see 6.5.4)
and we find a retract a, f3: 'l/J =::::::; .91(C, -) with the properties a 0 f3 =
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1", and (3 0 a = d (e, - ). Let us prove that 'ljJ is right adjoint to ¢, ¢
and 'ljJ being considered as distributors.

Let us define e: ¢ 0 'ljJ * Is¥' by

eA,B: (¢o'ljJ)(A,B) = ¢A x 'ljJB--~)d(A,B),

eAB(Y,x) = (3B(X) O')'A(Y)·

The naturality of eA,B follows immediately from the naturalities of (3
and')'. Let us also define

u = ac(lc) E'ljJC, v = 8c(1c) E ¢C.

Putting TJ* = [(u, v) ], we have defined TJ: 11 * 'ljJ 0 ¢.
In order to check the two triangular equalities for adjunction, recall

that

')' = Ker (d(-, lc),d(-,e)), (3 = Ker (d(lc, -),d(e, -))

(see 6.5.4). Therefore given z E ¢(C) one has

')'C 0 ¢(e)(z) = d(C, e) 0 ')'c(z) = d(C, lc) 0 ')'c(z) = ')'c(z).

As an equalizer, ')'C is injective (see 2.2.4.(3) and 2.15.3); this yields
¢(e) (z) = z for every z E ¢(C). In an analogous way, one proves that
'ljJ(e)(z) = z for every z E 'ljJ(C). In particular ¢(e)(v) = v and 'ljJ(e)(u) =
u.

Now let us check the triangular identities for the adjunction (see 7.7.2).
Both proofs are analogous; we develop the second one. Viewing ¢, 'ljJ as
distributors, the second triangular identity reduces to

((e*¢) 0 (¢*TJ))(A,*)(Y) =y

for every A E d and Y E ¢(A, *). Going back to the description of
¢ 0 'ljJ 0 ¢ at the beginning of the proof, Y is mapped by (¢ 0 TJ)(A,a) to
the equivalence class

[(Y, u, v)] E ¢(A) x 'ljJ(C) x ¢(C)

and this class is itself mapped to the equivalence class

[((3c(u) 0 ')'A(Y), v)] E (Is¥' 0 ¢)(A, *).

By definition of the equivalence relation defining (Is¥' 0 ¢) (A, *), this is
just the element
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Since </> is contravariant as a functor and </>( e) (v) = v, one computes
immediately that

</>(f30(u) ° IA(Y)) (v) = </>(f3e (ae(1e)) ° IA(Y)) (v)

= </>(d(e,C)(le) O,A(Y))(V)

= </>(e ° IA(Y)) (v)

= </> (,A (y) ) (</>( e) (v) )

= </>(,A(Y)) (v)

= (</>(,A(Y)) obe)(1e)

= (bA°d(,A(Y), C)) (Ie)

= bA(,A(Y))

=y. 0

The relation between Cauchy completeness and the theory of distrib­
utors is expressed by the following theorem.

Theorem 7.9.3 Given a small category d, the following conditions are
equivalent:

(1) d is Cauchy complete;
(2) a distributor </>: l--e-4d has a right adjoint if and only if it is iso­

morphic to a functor;
(3) for every small category 88, a distributor 0: 88--e-4d has a right

adjoint if and only if it is isomorphic to a functor.

Proof A functor F: l-----+d is just the choice of an object F* E d.
Seen as a distributor it is

thus it is the representable functor d(-, F*).
Suppose d is Cauchy complete. By 7.9.2 a distributor </>: l--e-4d

has a right adjoint iff it is a retract of a representable functor, Le. by
6.5.6 iff it is representable. This proves (1) ::::} (2).

(3) ::::} (2) is obvious. Let us prove (2) ::::} (3). If 0 is a functor, we
know it has a right adjoint distributor (see 7.9.1). Now suppose 0 is just
a distributor, with right adjoint T. For every object BE 88 consider the
situation
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where fJ8(B, -), seen as a distributor, is right adjoint to fJ8( -, B), seen
as another distributor (see 7.8.3). Composing the adjunctions we obtain
that fJ8(B, - )07 is right adjoint to ()ofJ8( -, B). Applying our assumption,
the composite () 0 fJ8(-, B) is a functor. Therefore we find an object
FB Ed such that

d(-,FB) ~()ofJ8(-,B): .91* )$et.

Let us explicitly compute (() 0 fJ8( -, B)) (A).

(() 0 fJ8( _, B))(A) = llcEL,,()(A, G) x fJ8(G, B),
:=:::!

where :=:::! is the equivalence relation generated by

(x,fog):=:::! (()(IA,9)(x),f)

for g: G------+G', x E ()(A,G) and f E fJ8(G', B). In particular, given
elements y E ()(A, G) and h E fJ8(G, B), one has

(x, IB 0 h) :=:::! (()(IA' h)(x), I B),

so that every pair (y, h) is equivalent to a pair (z, IB) with z E ()(A, B).
These considerations already yield a surjective mapping

a: ()(A, B) -------+) (() 0 fJ8( -, B)) (A), z f-+ [(z, IB)]'

In order for them to yield another mapping

{3: (()o (-,B))(A)-------+) ()(A, B), [(x, h)] f-+ ()(IA,h)(x)

we must prove that (x, h) :=:::! (x', h') implies ()(IA' h)(x) = ()(IA' h')(x'),
for x' E ()(A, G') and h' E fJ8(G', B). It suffices to prove this for a couple
of pairs generating the equivalence relation. Thus let us consider

(x,j 0 g) :=:::! (()(IA' g)(x), f)

as above. We obviously have

()(IA' f 0 g)(x) = ()(IA, f) (()(IA' g)(x)) ,

which implies the existence of {3. The relation {3 0 a = 1 is obvious and
the relation a 0 {3 = 1 holds by definition of the equivalence relation.

So we are at the point of having found an object FB E .91 together
with bijections

d(A,FB) ~ (() 0 fJ8(-,B))(A) ~ ()(A, B).
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It remains to extend F to a functor, in such a way that these bijections
become a natural isomorphism. A morphism b: B -----+ B' yields a natural
transformation

O*PJ(-,b): OoPJ(-,B) => 00 (-,B'),

thus a natural transformation d(-, FB) => d( -, FB'). Since the Yon­
eda embedding is full and faithful, this transformation has the form
d(-,Fb) for some unique morphism Fb: FB-----+FB' (see 1.5.2). This
defines F on the arrows. The rest is now straightforward observations
left to the reader.

It remains to prove (2) => (1). Given a retract R~d(-, A) of a
representable functor, we consider the functor R: .91* -----+ Set which can
be seen as a distributor ¢: l~d. By 7.9.2, the distributor ¢ has a
right adjoint distributor 'IjJ. By assumption, this implies ¢ = F* for some
functor F: 1-----+.91. In other words, R(A) ~ ¢(A,*) ~ d(A,F*) for
some object F* E .91, from which it follows immediately that R is the
contravariant functor represented by F*. 0

Let us conclude this section with an interesting characterization of
those categories with equivalent Cauchy completions.

Theorem 7.9.4 Given two small categories .91 and PJ, the following
conditions are equivalent:

(1) the categories of set-valued functors Fun(d*,Set) and Fun(PJ*,Set)
are equivalent;

(2) the Cauchy completions ofd and PJ are equivalent;
(3) there exist distributors ¢: .91~PJ and 'IjJ: PJ~d such that 'IjJ 0

¢ ~ Is¥' and ¢ 0 'IjJ ~ 1",;
(4) .91 and PJ are equivalent in the bicategory Dist of small categories

and distributors.

When these conditions are satisfied, .91 and PJ are called "Morita equiv­
alent categories".

Proof The equivalence (1) {::} (2) has already been proved in 6.5.11
and (3) is just a reformulation of (4).

Since the composite of two equivalences is obviously an equivalence,
(2) => (4) will be proved if we show that the inclusion i: .91 ~ .91 of
d in its Cauchy completion (see 6.5.9) is an equivalence in Dist. This
inclusion yields the two adjoint distributors (see 7.9.1)

i*: .91* x d-----+Set, (F,A) f-+ Nat(F,d(-,A)),

i*: d* x .91-----+Set, (A, F) f-+ Nat(d(-, A), F).
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As observed in the proof of 7.9.1, (i* 0 i*)(A, B) ~ d(iA, iB), Le. by
definition of d (see 6.5.9) and the Yoneda lemma (see 1.3.3),

(i* oi*)(A,B) ~ d(d(-,A),d(-,B)) ~ d(A,B).

Going back again to the proof of 7.9.1, we deduce that the canonical
natural transformation",: d ::::} i* oi* is an isomorphism. Next we know,
again by the proof of 7.9.1, that

(
.* .)( ) '" IlAEdNat(F,d(-, A)) x Nat(d(-,A),G)
z oz* F,G = ,

~

where the equivalence relation is generated by the pairs

(a,,6 0 d(-,a)) ~ (d(-,a) 0 a,,6)

for a: A-----+B in d, a: F::::} d(-, A), ,6: d(-, B) ::::} G. The second
natural transformation of the adjunction is given by

C(F,G): (i* o i*)(F, G)----+)d(F, G), [(a,,6)] 1-+ ,6oa.

C(F,G) is surjective since, by construction of the Cauchy completion as
described in 6.5.9, G is a retract of a representable functor, Le. we have
C E d and natural transformations 7: G::::} d(-, C), 0": d(-, C) ::::} G
with 0" 07= IG. Therefore every natural transformation "I: F::::} G can
indeed be written 0" 0 (7 0 "I), proving that "I is the image of [(7 0 "I, 0")].
C(F,G) is also injective since given a: F ::::} d(-, A), ,6: d(-, A) ::::} G,
with ,6 0 a = "I, we get a natural transformation

d (-, A) ::::} G ::::} d (-, C)

and thus a morphism f: A-----+C in d such that d(-, f) = 7 0 ,6 (see
1.5.2). We have then the equivalent pairs

(a,,6) = (a,O" 0 7 0,6) = (a,O" 0 d(-, f))

~ (d(-,f) 0 a,O") = (70,6 0 a,O") = (7 0 "1,0"),

proving the injectivity of C(F,G).

It remains to prove (4) ::::} (2). By (2) ::::} (4), d is equivalent in
Dist to its Cauchy completion d and in the same way for 81 and 81.
Thus if d, 81 are equivalent in Dist, d and 81 are equivalent in Dist.
By 7.9.3 an equivalence ¢: d ~PA, 'l/J: PA~d is induced by functors
F: d -----+81, G: PA-----+t:t; the fullness and faithfulness condition in 7.8.5
implies that F, G constitute an equivalence in Cat. 0
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And now that the whole story about Cauchy completeness has been
told, it remains to justify the terminology. This is done in exercises 6.8.5
to 6.8.9 of volume 2, where it is shown that in a metric space (x, d),
every Cauchy sequence has a limit if and only if a condition extending
7.9.3.(2) holds.

7.10 Exercises

7.10.1 In a 2-category, prove that when an arrow has an adjoint arrow,
this adjoint arrow is defined uniquely up to isomorphism. Show that this
result extends to the case of bicategories.

7.10.2 In the 2-category of groups, prove that the triangular conditions
in definition 7.1.2 are redundant.

7.10.3 Prove the 2-Yoneda-lemma: given a 2-category d, an object
A E d and a 2-functor F: d -----+ Cat, there exists an isomorphism of
categories

FA ~ 2-Nat(d(A, -), F),

where d(A, -) is the 2-functor defined in 7.2.4 and the right-hand side
is the category having the 2-natural transformations d(A, -) ::::} F as
objects and the modifications as arrows.

7.10.4 Consider a commutative monoid M. Prove that M can be seen
as the category of 2-cells of a 2-category with just one object and one
arrow, both composition laws on 2-cells being the multiplication on M.
Prove that this 2-category admits products but not 2-products.

7.10.5 In the 2-category Cat, consider the diagram constituted of two
functors F, G: d~fJl. Compute its limit, its 2-limit, its pseudo-limit
and its lax limit. Same question if a natural transformation a: F ::::} G
is added to this diagram.

7.10.6 Consider the 2-category 1 with a single object, a single arrow and
a single 2-cell. Describe in explicit terms what a lax functor 1-----+ Cat
is. Compare with definition 4.1.1, volume 2.

7.10.7 Consider a bicategory d with a single object *. Thinking of the
composition of arrows as a tensor product on the objects of the category
d(*, *), compare with definition 6.1.1, volume 2.

7.10.8 Prove that in the bicategory of bimodules, both left and right
Kan extensions always exist.
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7.10.9 Consider two distributors ¢: .91 ----f:Hffd and 'ljJ: ffd----f:H~ between
small categories. The two bifunctors

¢: ffd* x .91----.+)Set, 'ljJ: ~* x ffd---~)Set

correspond to functors

¢: .91------)-)Set"'-, 7jj: ffd------)-) Set~-.

Considering the covariant Yoneda embedding

Y: ffd ) Set"'- ,

the left Kan extension ;p of tjj along Y exists (see 3.7.2). This yields the
composite

'ljJ ) Set~-,

which corresponds to a bifunctor

'ljJ 0 ¢: ~* x .91 ) Set.

Prove that 'ljJ 0 ¢ is precisely the composite 'ljJ °¢ of the two distributors
¢,'ljJ.

7.10.10 Prove that in the bicategory Dist, both left and right Kan
extensions always exist.

7.10.11 Let ¢: .91 ----f:Hffd be a distributor between small categories.
Prove the existence of a category ~ and functors F: .91 -------+~,

G: ffd-------+~ such that ¢ = G*oF*. [Hint: to get~, construct the disjoint
union .91 II ffd and add the elements of ¢(B, A) as arrows from B to A.]

7.10.12 Let ¢: .91 ----f:Hffd be a distributor between small categories.
Prove the existence of a category g) and functors F: g)-------+d,
G: g)-------+ffd such that ¢ = G* ° F*. [Hint: consider the comma cate­
gory constructed on the functors F, G of the previous exercise.]
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Internal category theory

Up to now, the surrounding mathematical context in which we developed
category theory was the category of sets: a small category has a set of
objects and a set of arrows, together with some structure on those data.
To conclude this first part, we would like to indicate that, for many
purposes, the category of sets can be replaced by a rather arbitrary
category with good properties (at least pullbacks).

8.1 Internal categories and functors

What we intend to generalize is the notion of a small category d: such
a category has a set Idl of objects and sets d(A, B) of arrows, for every
pair A, B of objects. This last fact is equivalent to giving the disjoint
union set llA,Bd(A, B) of all arrows, together with the two mappings

do, dl : II d(A, B) ~ Idl
A,B

which map an arrow, respectively, to its source and its target.

Definition 8.1.1 Let CtJ be a category with pullbacks. By an internal
category d in CtJ we mean

(1) an object Ao E ICtJI, called the "object of objects",
(2) an object Al E ICtJI, called the "object of arrows",
(3) two morphisms do,dl :AI~Ao in CtJ, called respectively "source"

and "target",
(4) an arrow i: Ao----+AI in CtJ, called "identity",
(5) an arrowc: AIXAoAI----+AI in CtJ, called "composition", where the

pullback (AIXAoAI,JrI,JrO) is that ofdo,dl (see diagram 8.1).
These data must satisfy the following axioms:

325
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Al xAoAI 7ro) Al

---~) Ao
do

Diagram 8.1

(1) do ° i = lAo = dl ° i;
(2) dl ° 7r1 = dl ° C, do ° 7ro = do ° C;

(
lA ) (i ° d l )(3) co i ° do = lA l = co lA

l
;

(4) c0(1A1 XAoC)=CO(CXAolA1 )

(consult the following comment as far as notation is concerned).

When CtJ is the category of sets: A o is the set of objects; Al is the
set of morphisms; do maps an arrow to its source; dl maps an arrow to
its target; i maps an object to the identity on this object; Al xAoAI is
the set of composable pairs (9, f) of arrows, Le. the source of 9 equals
the target of f; c is the composition mapping the pair (9, f) to 9 ° f.
Again for CtJ = Set, the first axiom asserts that given an object a E Ao,
the identity on a is indeed a morphism from a to a. The second axiom
indicates that a composite g ° f has for target the target of 9 and for
source the source of f. The third axiom is that of identities; it makes
good sense since the relations

dl ° i ° do = do, do ° i ° dl = dl

imply the existence of factorizations

(ioldo):A I )AIxAoAI , eOldl):AI )AIxAoAI ,

through the pullback Al xAoAI . The fourth axiom expresses the asso­
ciativity of the composition: the domain of the two composites is the
"object of composable triples" Al xAoAI xAoAI , i.e. the pullback of do

and dl ° 7r1 or, equivalently, the pullback of do ° 7ro and dl ; it is again
routine to check the existence of the required factorizations

lXAoC: Al xAo(AI xAoAI)---+AI xAoA ll

cXAol: (AIXAoAI)XAoAI---+AIXAoAI

through the pullbacks.
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Definition 8.1.2 Let CtJ be a category with pullbacks. Given two internal
categories .91, {!jJ, an internal functor F: .91~ {!jJ is a pair ofmorphisms

Fo: Ao ) Bo, F1: Al ) B 1

which satisfies the following conditions:

(1) do 0 H = Fo 0 do, d1 0 F1 = Fo 0 d1;

(2) Hoi = i 0 Fo;
(3) Hoc = co (Fl x Po F1).

Again when CtJ is the category of sets, Fo maps an object a to the
object F(a) and F1 maps an arrow f: a~a' to the arrow F(f). The
first axiom indicates that F(f) is an arrow from F(a) to F(a'), while
the second and the third axiom express respectively that F commutes
with identities, and the composition law. For the sake of precision, let
us make explicit the definition of F1 x Po F1: it is the unique morphism

such that 11"0 0 (H xPoF1) = F1 011"0, 11"1 0 (F1xPoF1) = H 011"1.

Definition 8.1.3 Let CtJ be a category with pullbacks. Given two internal
categories .91, {!jJ and two internal functors F, G: .91~{!jJ, an internal
natural transformation et: F ::::} G is a morphism a: Ao~B 1 which
satisfies the following conditions:

(1) do 0 a = Fo, d1 0 a = Go;
(2) co (aod1,F) = co (G,aodo).

Again when CtJ = Set, a maps an object a E Ao to the component
eta of the natural transformation; the first axiom indicates that eta is
a morphism from F(a) to G(a), while the second axiom is the usual
naturality rule.

Proposition 8.1.4 Let CtJ be a category with pullbacks. Internal cat­
egories, internal functors and internal natural transformations organize
themselves in a 2-category.

Proof All the proofs are just diagram chasing arguments. Therefore we
give the constructions and leave the verifications to the reader.

We consider internal functors F: d~{!jJ, and G: {!jJ~CC, the
composite Go F: .91~CC is given by the pair of morphisms Go 0 Fo,
GloH.

Next, given internal functors F, G, H: .91~{!jJ and natural trans­
formations et: F::::} G and {3: G::::} H, the composite {3o et: F::::} H is
co ({3, a), where c is the composition of {!jJ.
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Finally, given internal functors F, G: d~!!lJ, F', G': !!lJ~reand
internal natural transformations a: F * G, a': F' * G', the internal
natural transformation a' *a: F' 0 F * G' 0 G is defined by the com­
posite

c 0 (G~ 0 a, a' 0 Fo) = co (a' 0 Go, F{ 0 a)

where c is the composition of re. o
Proposition 8.1.5 Let ~ be a category with pullbacks. For every object
C E~, the representable functor

~(C,-): ~ )Set

maps internal categories, internal functors and internal natural trans­
formations to small categories, functors and natural transformations re­
spectively.

Proof From 2.9.4, ~(C, -) preserves pullbacks. o
Examples 8.1.6

8.1.6.a Consider a category ~ with pullbacks and an object A E ~.

One gets an internal "discrete" category by putting Ao = A = AI,
do = d l = i = c = lA.

8.1.6.b Consider a category ~ with finite limits, an internal category
!!lJ and a morphism b: l-------+Bo (where 1 is the terminal object). Now b
can be thought of as an "external object" of!!lJ; see 8.1.5. Given another
internal category .91, the data

Ao----+) l_---'-b_~)Bo, A 1----+) l_--.:::.b_-+) Bo _--.:::.i_-+) B 1

define an internal functor "constant on b" .

8.1.6.c Consider a category ~ with pullbacks. Given an internal cate­
gory .91, one gets a "dual" internal category .91* by permuting the roles
of do, dl and twisting the composition morphism accordingly.

8.2 Internal base-valued functors

The category of sets is not small, thus cannot be seen as a category
internal to Set. Nevertheless, given a small category .91, the functors
.91 -------+ Set play a key role in category theory. Therefore, given a cat­
egory d internal to ~, we want to internalize the notion of a functor
P: .91 -------+~. To do this, we must define first the "family of objects
(P(a) E ~)aEAo"; from 1.2.7.8., this should be an arrow p: P-------+Ao in
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Al XAoP 1rp ) P

-----,---.+) Aodo
Diagram 8.2
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'(], where P is thought of as the disjoint union P = llaEAoP(a) and P
is thought of as the mapping sending x E P(a) to the index a. Clearly,
one must also define the action of the "arrows" of .91 on the "elements
ofP".

Definition 8.2.1 Let '{] be a category with pullbacks and let .91 be
an internal category. By an internal '{]-valued functor P: d----+,{] we
mean

(1) an object P E I'{]I together with a morphism Po: P----+Ao of,{],
(2) an arrow PI: AIxAoP----+P of,{], where (AI XAoP, 1rA p 1rp) is the

pullback of do, Po (see diagram 8.2).

These data are required to satisfy the following axioms:

(1) PooPI=dl01rAl;

(2) PI ° (i °Po, Ip) = Ip;
(3) PI ° (iA l XAoPI) = PI ° (cxAoIp).

When'(] = Set and P: d----+Set is a functor: P = llaEAoP(a);
Po(x) = a if x E P(a); PI(f, x) = P(f)(x) if f: a----+b and x E P(a).
The first axiom indicates that P(f)(x) E P(b), while the second and the
third axioms are the usual compatibility rules with the identities and
the composition. (Observe that the third axiom expresses the equality
between two arrows defined on A I X AoA I X Ao P. )

In the situation of 8.2.1, an internal '{]-valued functor P: .91* ----+'{] on
the dual internal category (see 8.1.6.c) is also called an internal presheaf,
extending the terminology of 3.2.2, volume 3.

Definition 8.2.2 Let '{] be a category with pullbacks, .91 an internal
category and P, Q: d~,{] two internal '{]-valued functors, written
explicitly as P = (P,PO,PI), Q = (Q,qO,ql). By an internal natural
transformation Q: P ::::} Q we mean an arrow 0:: P ----+ Q such that

(1) qo ° 0: = Po,
(2) 0: °PI = ql ° (iA l XAoO:).
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In the case ~ = Set, a maps x E pea) (a E Ao) on some element
a(x) which, by axiom (1), lies in Q(a). Axiom (2) is the usual naturality
condition.

Proposition 8.2.3 Let ~ be a category with pullbacks and d an in­
ternal category. The internal ~-valued functors d ~~ and internal
natural transformations between them organize themselves in a category.

Prool Composition of internal natural transformations is just compo­
sition of arrows in ~. 0

Example 8.2.4

Let ~ be a category with finite limits and d an internal category. Given
an object X E ~, one defines a "constant" ~-valued internal functor
P: d~~ by putting

• P = X x Ao,
• Po: P~Ao is the second projection,
• PI: AlXAoP~P is the second projection.

Now given an arrow I: X~Y of ~ and the corresponding ~-valued

internal constant functor on Y, written Q: d~~,

I x 1: X x Ao-----t)Y x A o

defines an internal "constant" natural transformation P * Q. When
~ = Set, we obviously recapture the notions of constant functor and
constant natural transformation (see 1.2.8.e and 1.3.6.d).

Proposition 8.2.5 Let ~ be a nnitely complete category. We consider
a nxed object A E ~ and the corresponding discrete internal category
d (see 8.1.6.a). The category of internal ~-valued functors on d is
equivalent to the category ~/ A of arrows over A.

Prool Given an arrow p: P~A, the pullback AIxAoP is just P
again, since do: Al~Ao is the identity arrow. Therefore putting Po =
P, PI = Ip yields an internal ~-valued functor.

Choose now P = (P,PO,PI) an internal ~-valued functor as in 8.2.1.
Since do: Al~Ao is the identity arrow, AIxAoP can be identified
with P and thus PI can be seen as a morphism PI: P~P. The first
axiom in 8.1.1 becomes POOPI = Po. Since the projection AlXAoP~P
is now the identity, the arrow (i 0 Po, 1p) in the second axiom is in
particular such that

(i 0 Po, Ip) = 11"2 0 (i 0 Po, Ip) = Ip,
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so that PI = Ip. The last axiom is now redundant. Thus P is just the
triple (P,Po,lp).

Now given two ~-valued internal functors

on .91, the second axiom in 8.2.2 becomes a tautology so that an internal
natural transformation a: P::::} Q is just a morphism a: P----+Q such
that qo 0 a = Po. 0

Let us conclude this section with a straightforward but very important
observation:

Proposition 8.2.6 Let ~ be a category with pullbacks, .91 an internal
category and P: .91----+~ an internal ~-valued functor. One gets a new
internal category &' by defining

• Po = P,
• PI = Al XAoP, the pullback of do,Po,
• do: PI ----+Po, the second projection of Al XAoP,
• dl : PI ----+Po, the arrow PI,
• z: Po ----+ PI, the arrow (i 0 Po, Ip),
• C: PI X Po PI ----+ PI, the arrow (c 0 (7rI' 7r3), 7r4)'

where 7r1, 7r2, 7r3, 7r4 are the four projections of

(AlxAoP)xp(AlxAoP) ~ PIXPoPI.
This new internal category &' is called the "internal category of ele­
ments" of P. 0

When ~ = Set, the elements of Po are indeed those of IlaEAoP(a),
thus the pairs (x,a) where x E P(a). Now if f: (x, a)----+(y, b) is an
arrow in the category of elements of P (see 1.6.4), f E AI, b is deter­
mined as dl(f) and y is determined as P(f)(x). Therefore giving an
arrow in Elts(P) is equivalent to giving an object (x, a) and an arrow in
.91 with domain a; this proves that Al XAoP is indeed the set of arrows
of Elts(P). The rest is obvious.

Going back to the definition of a flat functor P: d ----+Set (see 6.3.1),
it is thus sensible to say that the internal ~-valued functor P: d----+~
of 8.2.6 is flat when the corresponding internal category &' is cofiltered,
Le. when the dual internal category &'* (see 8.1.6.c) is filtered. This last
notion can be easily defined.

Definition 8.2.7 Let ~ be a finitely complete category and .91 an in­
ternal category. Using the notation of 8.1.1 we say that d is filtered
when
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8 81 ) Al

sol Id1

Al ) Aodl
Diagram 8.3

R Tl ) Al T tl )Al xAoAl

rol }:t) tol 1(~')
Al )Ao x Ao AlxAoAl (~l)Al X Al

(~~)
Diagram 8.4

(1) the unique morphism Ao~l is a strong epimorphism,

(2) the morphism (ddo ° 8
0

) : 8~Ao x Ao is a strong epimorphism,
0 081

where (8,80,81) is the kernel pair of dl (see 2.5.4 and diagram 8.3),
(3) the morphism t: T~R is a strong epimorphism, where (R, TO, Tl),

(T, to, tl) are the kernel pairs of, respectively, (~~) and Gl) (see 2.5.4
and diagram 8.4) while t is the unique morphism such that TO 0 t =

11"0 0 to, Tl ° t = 11"0 ° tl.

First of all observe that this definition makes sense since, in condi­
tion (3), writing PO,Pl for the two projections of the product Ao x Ao,
and PO,Pl for those of the product Al x AI, the first projections satisfy
the following relations

Po ° (~~) ° 11"0 ° to = do ° 11"0 0 to

=doocoto

= do °PI 0 Gl) ° to

= do °PI 0 Gl) ° tl

= do ° c ° tl

= do ° 11"0 ° tl

= Po ° (:t) ° 11"0 ° tl,
and analgously for the second projections
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PI 0 (~~) 0 11"0 0 to = d1 0 11"0 0 to

= do 0 11"1 0 to

= do 0 Po 0 Gl) 0 to

= do 0 Po 0 Gl) 0 tl

= do 011"1 0 tl

= d1 011"0 0 tl

= PI 0 (~~) 011"0 0 tl.

Thus (~~) 0 11"0 0 to = (~~) 0 11"0 0 tl and t is correctly defined.
In the case of the category '{j = Set of sets, where strong epimor­

phisms are just surjections (see 1.8.5.a), the three axioms become, with
shorthand notation:

(1) 3A E Ao,
(2) S = {U,g) If: A----+C,g: B----+C} ,

VA,B 3(A-4C,B~C),

(3) R = {U,g) If: A----+B,g: A----+B},
T= {U,g,h) If: A----+B,g: A----+B,h: B----+C,hof=hog},
Vf,g:A===tB 3h:B----+C hof=hog.

This is precisely definition 2.13.1.

Definition 8.2.8 Let '{j be a finitely complete category and d an in­
ternal category. Consider an internal '{j- valued functor P: d ----+ '{j and
its internal category &' of elements. P is flat when the internal dual
category &'* is filtered.

8.3 Internal limits and colimits

Consider a finitely complete category '{j and an internal category d. Let
us write '{jd for the category of '{j-valued internal functors on d and
internal natural transformations between them (see 8.2.3). We also write
(see 3.2.3)

to denote the functor which maps an object X E '{j to the '{j-valued
internal constant functor on X and an arrow f: X ----+Y on the constant
internal natural transformation on f; see 8.2.4. With the considerations
of 3.2.3 in mind, we define:
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Al XAoP 1 x J.l )AI xAo(M x Ao)

P

Diagram 8.5

Definition 8.3.1 Let ~ be a finitely complete category, d an internal
category in ~ and P: d ------'t~ a ~-valued internal functor. With the
previous notation,

• by an internal limit of P, we mean a coreflection of P along the
functor !::i.,rJ,

• by an internal colimit of P, we mean a reflection of P along the
functor !::i.,rJ.

~ is said to be internally (co)complete when the internal (co)limit exists
for every d and every P.

A condition for internal cocompleteness is fairly easy to obtain.

Proposition 8.3.2 A category with finite limits and coequalizers is
internally cocomplete.

Proof With the notation of 8.3.1, 8.1.1 and 8.2.1, we consider the
coequalizer 1of 11"2, PI,

AlxAoP )P )L,
PI )

where the pullback Al XAoP is that of do, Po and 11"2 is the second projec­
tion. This yields an object L E ~ and an obvious internal natural trans­
formation~: P::::} !::i.,rJ(L) determined by the arrow (~o): P------'tL x Ao.
We shall prove that (L,~) is the coreflection of P along !::i.,rJ.

Choose another object M E ~ together with an internal natural trans­
formation p: P::::} l:i.,rJ(M). This yields an arrow

J.l: P )M x Ao

which, by the naturality of p, makes diagram 8.5 commute. This at once
implies
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P ([,Po) )L x Ao

~lmXl
MxAo

Diagram 8.6
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from which we get the existence of a unique factorization m: L ----+M
such that mol = J..L. But by the naturality of p" 7r2 0 J..L = Po. Therefore
the relation mol is equivalent to the commutativity of diagram 8.6, i.e.
to the relation ~d(m) 0 ~ = p,. 0

Let us now consider the more difficult case of internal limits. We shall
study cartesian closed categories in chapter 6 of volume 2. A finitely
complete category ~ is cartesian closed when, for every object A E ~,

the functor "product with A" ,

- x A: ~----+)~, X t---+ X x A,

has a right adjoint, written

In 3.1.6.b we have already observed that the category Set of sets is
cartesian closed; in that case, the functor (_)A is just Set(A, -) or, in
other words, the functor "raising to the power A". This last fact admits
an obvious generalization. First of all we need a definition.

Definition 8.3.3 Let ~ be a nnitely complete category.

• By an internal product in ~ we mean the internal limit of a ~­

valued internal functor P: .91----+~, where .91 is a discrete internal
category in the sense of 8.1.6.a.

• Let X, A be objects of~. By the internal power X A E ~ we mean,
if it exists, the internal limit of the constant ~-valued functor on
X (see 8.2.4) denned on the discrete internal category on A (see
8.1.6.a).

In the case ~ = Set, these definitions exactly describe the usual
notions of product and power. Observe that given a ~-valued functor
(P,PO,Pl) on the discrete internal category .91, the corresponding prod­
uct in the case ~ = Set is ITaEAoPo 1 (a), since P is the functor mapping
a E Ao to po1(a).
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It is now interesting to observe that in the definition of a cartesian
closed category, the object X A is indeed an internal power.

Proposition 8.3.4 Let ~ be a finitely complete category. The following
conditions are equivalent:

(1) ~ is cartesian closed;
(2) for every pair X, A E ~ of objects, the internal power X A exists.

Proof The constant ~-valued internal functor on X defined on the
discrete internal category on A is given by

P = X x A, Po = 1I"A: X x A---""*)A, PI = lXxA.

The internal limit of such a functor, if it exists, is a pair (L, A) universal
for the properties L E ~ and A: L x A~X x A, with 11"A 0 A =
1I"A (see 8.2.5). This is equivalent to a pair (L, AX) universal for the
properties L E ~ and AX: L x A~X. This is exactly the definition
of the coreflection of X along the functor - x A: ~~~. 0

Let us now consider a finitely complete category ~ and the discrete
internal category d on some object A E ~ (see 8.1.6.a). By 8.2.5, we
know that the category of ~-valued internal functors on d is just ~/ A.
The corresponding functor

t:i.d:~ )~d

considered at the beginning of this section is thus (see 8.2.4)

The existence theorem for internal limits is then contained in the fol­
lowing equivalences:

Proposition 8.3.5 Let ~ be a finitely complete category. The following
conditions are equivalent:

(1) ~ is cartesian closed;
(2) ~ admits all internal powers;
(3) each functor t:i.A: ~~~/A has a right adjoint ITA;
(4) ~ admits all internal products;
(5) ~ is internally complete.

Proof We have proved the equivalence (1) <=> (2) in 8.3.4. The equiv.;,
alence (3) <=> (4) is attested by 8.2.5 and the previous considerations
about t:i.A. Obviously (5) ~ (4) and (4) ~ (2). So it remains to prove
(1) ~ (5). As a lemma, we first prove (1) ~ (3).
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M ) 1 MxA 7rA )A

ml liA ~1 llA
pA ) AA p )A

pA P

Diagram 8.7

NxA 7rA ) A N ) 1

vi l
lA nl l

iA

p )A pA ) AA
P pA

Diagram 8.8

We suppose '{j cartesian closed and consider an object p: P~A of
'{j/ A. We compute the left-hand side pullback in diagram 8.7, where
iA: l~AA is the morphism corresponding to 1A: A~A by carte­
sian adjointness. Observe that when '{j = Set,

M = {(Xa)aEA Ixa E P; (P(xa))aEA = (a)aEA}

= {(Xa)aEA IXa E p-l(a)}

= II p-l(a).
aEA

Applying the cartesian adjunction to the previous pullback, we get the
commutative right-hand square in diagram 8.7 and therefore a morphism
jL: (M x A,7rA)~(P,p) in '{j/A. We shall prove that (M,jL) is the
coreflection of (P,p) along D.A.

Given N E '{j and v: (N x A, 7rA)~ (P, p), the commutativity of
the first square in diagram 8.8 implies, by cartesian adjunction, the
commutativity of the second square. This implies the existence of a
unique factorization l: N~M through the pullback defining M. The
relation mol = n is equivalent to v 0 (l x 1A) = jL, concluding the proof
that (M, jL) is the coreflection of (P, p) along LlA.

Now we prove (1) ::::} (5). We consider an internal category d and a
'{j-valued internal functor P: d ~'{j. Rephrasing the construction of
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2.8.1, it suffices to define the internal limit of P via the equalizer

where the pullback PxAoA I is that of Po, dl and ITAo' ITA I are the right
adjoints to ~Ao' ~AI' It remains to define 0: and {3. The composite

u: II(Po) x Al 1 X dl ) II(Po) x A o "l<P,po) P

Ao Ao

where "l<P,po) is the counit of the adjunction ~Ao -1 ITAo' gives rise to a
morphism

which corresponds to 0: via the adjunction ~AI -1 ITAI' On the other
hand the composite

v: II(Po) x Al 1 x do ) II(Po) x A o "l<P,po) P

Ao Ao

gives rise to a morphism

where the pullback Al XAoP is that of do,Po. The composite

now gives rise to a morphism

which corresponds to {3 via the adjunction ~AI -1 ITAI' Finally 1 corre­
sponds via the adjunction ~Ao -1 ITAo to a morphism

in rc jAo. We leave to the reader the diagram chasing argument verifying
that (L, >..: L x Ao-----+ P) defines the internal limit of P. 0
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8.4 Exercises

8.4.1 Let C{} be a finitely complete category. Prove that the category of
internal categories and internal functors in C{} is itself finitely complete.

8.4.2 Let C{} be a finitely complete category. An internal monoid in C{}

is an internal category .91 whose "object of objects" Ao is the terminal
object. Prove that the category of internal monoids in the category Gr
of groups is equivalent to the category of abelian groups.

8.4.3 Let C{} be a category with finite limits and coequalizers. Given
two internal categories d,1JJ, an internal distributor .91~1JJ is a C{}­

valued internal functor 1JJ* x .91 ------'tC{} (see 8.4.1). A morphism of inter­
nal distributors is just an internal natural transformation between them.
Considering 8.2.6 and the construction in the proof of 7.8.2, define the
composite of two internal distributors.

8.4.4 Let C{} be a category with pullbacks. Given an internal category
.91, construct the internal category of arrows ofd (see 1.2.7.c).

8.4.5 Let C{} be a finitely complete cartesian closed category. Prove that
internal categories and internal functors in C{} again constitute a cartesian
closed category.

8.4.6 Let C{} be a finitely complete category. C{} is said to be locally

cartesian closed when for each object A E C{}, the category C{}/ A is car­
tesian closed. Prove that C{} is locally cartesian closed iff for every arrow
f: A------'tB in C{}, the functor

1*: c{}/B--~)C{}/A

obtained by pulling back along f has a right adjoint IIf .

8.4.7 In the non-abelian cohomology of groups, one chooses as a sys­
tem of coefficients a device called a crossed module. This is a quadruple
(H, II, p, <1» where H and II are groups and

p: H--~)II, <1>: II--~)Aut(H)

are group homomorphisms, with Aut(H) the group of automorphisms of
H; the following axioms are required from these data:

(1) Vh, k E H <I> (p(h) ) (k) = hkh-I;
(2) Vh E H "If E II p(<I>(J)(h)) = fp(h)f-I.

A morphism (H, II, p, <1» ------'t (H', II', p', <1>') of crossed modules is a pair

(",: H--~)H', 0: II--~)II')

of group homomorphisms such that
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(1) p' 0 ry = 00 p,
(2) Vh E H Vf E IT ry(P(J)(h)) = (p'(O(J))(ry(h)).

Prove that the category of crossed modules is equivalent to the category
of internal categories and internal functors in the category of groups.
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